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SERMON 1 


o., TRM TSU Nba. 
. MATTHEW xxviil; 18, 19. 
All power is to me-in heaven, and on earth. 


them In the nam 4 the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy | Page 1 

L . > aki to. convince ꝓou, that there is 
. 1 will demonſtrate to you, that there can be but 


one Gop : And 
m.! ſhall prove to you, how very conſonant with 


on it is to believe in the n ira * 
cee e in One Gov. _ | 
| II. , 


tw te 2 LI, fre — 
Ft. LUKE vi. 36. 
Be ye 
ROY 


merciful as atfo your Father is merciful. 8 

the works of mercy corgeral prianipelly 
u. "What are the frilts produce; when t- 

1 * 


hat are the ſieſt, poet, meage. ta, 
2 practice of hens tru! 77 en to 
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call ft | taſte my ber 


22 
I. That ſuchea gonda@: is exttemely vjuſtivade 
becauſe the capſes 2 | are crimi 
II. That your ex or it are liſh becauſe * 
.the wah; them are trivial : 
"0 That t nces of it are 
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wry 
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Going therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing 


CONTENTS o the Second. YOLUME., 


On the Third Sonar after, Poxttobgy, 
87. LUKE XV. "i "1244/4 we 


ey to hen, that Gere All be jey in Head 


upon one ſinner who doth penance, more than 
upon ninety- nine juſt who need not penance. 28 
I. That nothing is ſo little to be depended «ara 
future repentance, before ſinning: And | 

II. That nothing is ſo much tobe 1 and de- 


e wwe AS CL: e © after, Stk. * 
5 V. 


hi * Fourth SUNDAY aui Nee 
S. LUKE: 
And it came to pals, * when' the rivultizudes prbſel 
him to Hear the wotd'ovf GO 3 

L \ hat diſpoſitions are tequired hai end 

of Gop with fruit: A FH 

II. What are the fruits of heating the word of 
n nan 33 
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VI. 
On. the Fifth Sp xD * wee, 
St. MATTHEW x., 1 
Unbeſ ſtice abound Fl. that 
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St. MARK vill. 2. 


$9 On the aue Ka on; 


1 -haye.compatiine. prmn.abe 2 5 
lo, — 0 $ fo now. 22 with me. 
1. The reaſb ow are under of 
Ml a = configenr a dhe divine Brovi- 
ence; 0 
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88 dence ene. A its 1 27 F 
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II. The certain advantages ariſing from ſuch a 


know them. 5 1. 

I. How different are the doQtrn th of 

theſe falſe prophets from thoſe of the true, that 
their fruits may know them: And 

. eaſy the means, which wall 1 guard 


egi every ſuctefram 52 


IX. | 
0. th Eighth Sunpar. after: banarcasr. 
50 an dpa LU EE xvi. 8, 9. 


oo of light in their 1 But, I fay to 
Make, to. you friends. of. the mammon of 


into the oternaltabernacles. 
| 0 one half of the pains; which the WP 
„take to be vicioufly. happy, would make them 
15 — fa; if rightly Qed : 44 
II.-That the ſame pains, which. the virtuous take 
to be at laſſ but imperfe& Chriſtians, would 
- make them quite. perfect ones, if rightly, ma- 


57 
X. 

On ah Ninth Sonvar after PENTECOST. 
r. LU K E ix. 45; 46. 


121 entering: into the temple n to calliodt * 
the ſellers therein and the buyers, ſaying to them: 


irreverence_ ſhewn en e 
ip- 15-an exceſſive breach of- good 


n ng 


5-4 My 4% 
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05 the benen after Prurxeoer. 
ebe, Ae. Er-xvili.. 10, 14. 

_ Two men went up into the 

dne a Phariſee the other a 

vou, this ent Gaws: tg: hisheuſe. ed 


ire 


II. 3 is an engrmous 
III. It is 4Mmanifeft 


f i 2 es rg of menue coſt; 


CONTENT S. 


confidence. when-it is. reaſonable... 46 _ ceptable in the ſight of Gov. 6g 
3% Wa | XII. $6 Þ 
On the Seventh Sunday after PENTECOST: On the Eleventh SunDaY after PxxTECOsT. 
S. MAT THE W vi. 15. A St. MAR K vii. 37; 36. 
Take ye great heed of falſe prophets, Ai bee Fraud. hath done all things welt : He hath made 
to you in the cloathing of ſheep, but — both the deaf to hear and the . to ſpeak. And 
are ravening wolves: by their | uits you ſhall he commanded them not to tell any body. 72 


. children of this world are wifer chan the chil- 


gut, that, When you fail, they may 3 | 


- It, is ten, that. houſe. is the houſe of 
Rar r 'you have made it a den of thieves. 


* 15 h 3 {7 


„ eee 63 me meine ta to ame of 


On — Sunday: n 


. to 


more than he. 0 686 


II. How nece it is. to reader your actions ac- 


I. In what chriſtian humikity conſiſts. 
II. How impoſſible it is to be ſaved without it: 4d 
HI. How difficuſt it is to be damn'd with it. Thu 
2 will ſee the nature of this divine virtue, the 
ee bed N it (beings with 
| XIII. | 5 
On te Twelfth Su NAH after PzxTEC0sr. 
mou nels X. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
| A cerinin. wyer ſtood up, tempting. 'Chriſt and 
aying, ma er, by doing what thing ſhall I 
_ ſefs life eveclafling} But Jz8us faid to him: I 
the law what is written? . . He anſwering ſaid, 
Thou ſhal't love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, with thy whole Tout, and with all 
thy ſtrength, and with all th mind; and thy 
neighbour as thyſelf. And IEsus ſaid to = 
— "Has't anſwer's right, this do and' ons 
ive. 07 


1 a fovereignly. neceſſary to i crak 


1. "That it is extremely „ 
-a fruitful to that bleſſed. * 17 . 


XIV. 
on Thirteenth 80 NDAY, 10 Px urrCo. 
SAL 19, 22. 
Why was the law then? It was put for wenge, 


ſions .. .. that the promiſe, by the faith of Jesu 
Cnkier might be given” to them that ar” 


2122 J att lo wwwkO g. 


L The nature of the — 


th ns. 8 
1. The om which oblige men to obey them: 


' ADR 1 10 24047 
F XV. 


St. MATTHEW vi. 24, 33. 
No man can ſerve. two.maſters.. For either he wil 
eee one and love the other, or he will er. 
dure the one and contemn the, other. You ar 
not ſerve Gop and mammon. k there 


firlt. che Kingdom of Gov. and his juſtice: m 


CONT 
I. The which you are commanded to do. 

I. 5 you are forbidden to practiſe: And 
III. To give you ſome uſeful inſtructions towards 
wards complying with theſe great duties. ibid. 
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S ERMON I 
On the Fifteenth 8u DAY after PENTECOST. 
St. LUKE vii. 12. 
When Jeſus came nigh to the gate of the city of 
A a dead man was carried forth, tlie 
only ſon of his mother. Page 93 
The manifold riches of the goſpel of Chriſt made 
L. The im 
inthe literal ſenſe of this paſſage: And -, 
II. Thoſe which may be drawn from the more 
ſublime allegory or figure it includes. ibid. 
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t inſtructions which: are given us 
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On the Sixteenth Suxpay after Pxxxzco T 
XS. JOHN: xi. 37. Sr, LUK E xiv; 21, 


Now is the Jud t of the world, c every-one. 
that exalteth himſelf ſhall be humbled: And he 
that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 97 


croſſes and” humiliation; becauſe we cannot 


mor, 


= 1. 1: is our abſolute intereſt, becauſe: we cannot: 
enter into his glory, by any other way than he. 


enter' d: And 


HT. Hence undeniably reſult-the nece! g 
vantiges —— — 00d 


r. 
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CO8T.. 


St. MAT THE W xzii. 37, 38, 39, 40. 
you: mou love the Bord 
w heart, Er. Thou g , neigh 
bour as thyſelf. Ont era — 
dependeth the whole Jaw and the prophets: 103 
R How eſſentially we are bound to fulfill the 
6 neighbour ſincere- 
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. On the Eighteenth 


1. The general 
L It is our indiſpenſabſe duty to embrace a life of. 
ſhew. our gratitude to Chriſt; but by imitating- 


98 


thy God from thy | 


EK NDS. * . 
II. What the love conſiſts in, which we are here» 
by commanded to practice 104 
IV. "FR: 
SUNDAY after PEN T= 
1 eo rr. gui gc 
S.. MATTHEW ix. 5, 6, 7. 
Whether is it eaſier to ſay, thy fins are forgiven 


' thee ;, or to ſay, ariſe and wall, &c, by 
I. The great tenderneſs of affection we ought to 


dear to our neighbours, as well ſtrangers as 
friends, appears in the immenſe. love which Go 

hat Mn 

II. The perfe& forgiveneſs we ought to. practice 
to our: offending: neighboprs, is manifeſt, in the 


infinit repea ed mercies of Gov, in pardoning 
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Many are call'd but few are choſen. 115 


thoſe who are call'd.. Fo 
II. The reaſons why, all being call'd to de choſen, 
every-one has his election in his own. reach: 
And a 
HI. The neceſlary conſe: flowing from theſe - 
truths, and the.refleQions they ought Mm 
us. | ibid. 


VI. 
On the Twentieth $u 0D Av. after- PIT 
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St. JOHN iv. 46, &c.. | 
There was à certain lord, ,whoſe ſon Was fick at 
Capharnaum, Ce. 119 


L. How we ought to behave. as- Chriſtians, before 
— and after it: And 


II. Of what infinit importance it is for us; to be- 
have rightly in all theſe ciccumſtances... 120 


VIII. Onn 
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cauſes of reprobation, in many of 1 


vi 
xt 956 se,: dice be 1 19401 L III 
65 tb⸗ CAREY SUD Av 52 PEN E- 


cos r. 
St. MATTHEW viii. 23. 


The ** of heaven is. liken'd to a certain kings | 


who * accognt w Ba with his ſervants, 
et XN * qi 5 
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120 


II. How neceſfary it is to fatvation, and on "_ 

accounts. _ ibid. 
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Bckhold l A woman, who was troubled with an Fa 
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IL. The neceſſity” « nd "advantages of frequent 
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on TRINITY SUNDAY 


33 St. MATTHEW, xxviii. 18, 19. ſafety, forgetful of the gravity of his ſtation, ur- 
« All power is given to me in Heaven and on Earth. ries towards him. © O, my dear lovely. babe] be 


, cries, ſee'ſt thou the danger thou ar't in. What 
* ar't thou. ſo. raſhly buſied about? What? ſays 
« the beauteous object, I am going to confine that 
% wide, that exorbitant- ſea within the narrow li- 
** mits of this little lender pit which you here be- 


UT Onn; wee Thrdid conhee?-Stupatdons 
B 3 No — * hold.” * Idle attempt! ſays Auguſin; why 


leſs than, Three all from Eter- ue ys 4 
nity ſubſiſting ineffably diſtinct ; and ſtill eternally ** precious innocence | That ocean is too enormous, 
but One? Infathemable depth ! A parent Go ** and thy pit too little to contain it. Thy years 


not older than hi Son; a Gop, and yet begotten, and thy forces are too limited to compaſs ſo im- 


Going therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. 20) 0.09% + 7 


and yet as ancient as his Father; a third proceeding ** menſe an undertaking;”” And yet, replies the 

from them both, ſtill Gos, and ſtill as old, as great, infant, I ſhall much ſooner! compaſs it than 
ye as much a Gop as either or as both? Several; and ** thou wil't accompliſh the work thou ar't aiming: 
I yet inſeparable ? Diſtinct and yet eſſentially the at. Thou wil't needs explain and render intel- 

ſame? O knot of ſacred myſteries too high for ** ligible the inexplicable, uninveſtigable m 


« of the Trinity in one little volume? How mu 
% greater an extent of life and power then has't 
<< thou not need of than I? For I, once more I tell 
4 thee, ſhall much ſooner include all the flood of 
ſea in this trifling ſpace, than thou canſt hope to 
«© explain to others, or, even comprehend thyſelf 
© the ineffable, incomprehenſible Trinity of Gon.“ 
O worthy maxim of an angel's mind l St. Auguſtin 
found it ſuch. The angel in diſguiſe diſappear d in 
an inſtant; and, leaving this important inſtruction 
ingrafted in his ſoul, left the ſublime doctor to re- 
turn thanks to the Almighty for guarding him, in 
ſo important, a matter, from the dangers of a-too; 
2 preſumption, by the aſſiſtance of an humble 
ith. | 2 wad | 8 


man's or angel's mind to reach Abyſs too infinit 
for finite beings to ſound | Well was that glorious 
light and ornament of Chriſtian Faith, St. Auguftin, 
convinced of this, before he finiſh'd his wonderous 
treatiſe on this awful myſtery. While yet this hea- 
ven-inſpired writer was co ng it, it — 
on a time, Gop ſo diſpoſing for his and our i - 
tion, that his external faculties, wearied with too 
intenſe fatigue, call'd on the ſaint for ſome. few mi- 
nutes relaxation. Accordingly, ſaint-like, ſubmiſ- 
ſive to his humble ſtate, he obeys. the voice of Gop 
in nature's call; and, to refreſh his mind for future 
ftudy, tries to divert it from the.. preſent with an 
evening walk along the neighbouring beech. The 
ſeas were calm; the Aran was dry and ſmooth; 


& 


ON 


the air ſerene; and nature ſeem'd to court him t 

a guiltleſs diſſipation. Still Auguſtin walk'd.. onl 

with his feet on earth; his mind was travelling 
through the bigheſt Heavens in ſearch of the unin- 
veſtigable Trinity. But, O the. graciouſneſs. of 
Gop ! Thus ſublimely muſing, as he walks, an in- 
fant object ſuddenly attraQts his ſight and calls-back 
his ſoul once more to the earth. The infant, moſt 
exquiſitly beautiful of form, with a little ſhell i 

his hand, ſeem'd eagerly buſied in filling-up, with 
water out of the ſea, a ſhallow pit Which he had 
dug in the ſand. | Startled at the 400 the holy pre- 
late lays all other thoughts aſide, and at once ter- 
_2 * Rt danger and alarm'd with concern for his 


bis Creed, © muſt before 
„ tholic Faith. Now, this js [catholic faith, : that 
ve revere one Gop in Trinity, and that Tie 
| by ty in Unity, neither confounding the perſons nor 


Leet us too, deareſt auditors, return our hynibleſt 
thanks and praiſes to out gracious God tor this m 


portant leſſon: In which we are no leſs concern d 


than was the venerable father. Our ſafety is 25 
much at ſtake, as his, to honour and believe the 


awful Trinity. For we are Chriſtians, thanks to 


Gop's prevailing. grace: And the firſt requiſit to 
Chriſtian Faith is the belief in this abyſstof wiſ⸗ 


dom, which we. cannot, may not, try te fachom.: 


„ Whoever will be ſaved, ſays St. Afhanaftur in 
4 things hold the Ca- 


66 ſeparating 


jp 


1 


On Trinity SUN DA. 


* ſeparating the ſubſtance.” This is the funda- but it may follow and point-out it's graceful ſolid 
| manial Falls of a Chrillian's. flith : This the chief form. The mind of man, in ſhort, can form no 
* myſtery which our divine Meſſiah game from the arguments to make us comprehend one ſingle point 
* higheſt Heavens to make known to us. And there- of faith: But it can help us to conviction, even in 
fore che laſt injunction he left to his apoſtles was, this ſublimeſt of myſteries, that what we cannot 
to initiate us his diſciples, by inſtructing and ground- comprehend, cannot, without renouncing reaſon, be 
ing us feſt and before all other things in the belief diſcredited. Such is the uſe then I propoſe this day 
. of this. © Going, ſays he, teach ye all nations, bap- to make of reaſon, to convince you, that this au- 
4 fixing they # ibe name of the Father, and ef ſul myſtery of the ſacred Trinity, which we are 
* tbe Son, af the Holy Ghoſt? And to con- here aſſembled to adore, though infinitly above the 


comprehenſion of reaſon, is not repugnant to reaſon 


* found the pride of human reaſoning, let this ; 
in the true motives of credibility. And to avoid 


* be your ſanction that I have commiſſioned you, 


this your authority that I have ſent you-: I the 


© Gop. of wiſdom who cannot be deceived, the divide this diſcourſe into three parts. 
© Go of | goodneſs who never can deceive, the : | 
Gon of power reaching from end to end frrongly LI ſhall endeavour to convince you, that there 


L diſpoſing ail things ſweetly, Ves, All pow- 
4 n is giving to me in Heaven * Barth; and 
i by-this power end you, Going thertfore teach 
all nations'to- believe what I have taught you, 


confuſion in fo exalted a ſubject, I ſhall therefore 


but one GOD: And 
III. I ſhall prove to you, how 


is a Gop. 


II. I will demonſtrate to you, that there can be 


very conſonant 


that there are three who give teſtimony of this with reaſon it is to believe in the reveal'd truth 
*< infinit power in Heaven, the Father, the word, of three 2 in One ä : 
« andthe-Holy-Gboft : And rbeſe three are One.” All which I ſhall ſome refleQions 


1 the manner. in which we © ht to behave in con- 
quence of this orthodox belief. "ut 1 


Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoft ! Great us 
4 divided Gop! Forgive this bold attempt. A. 
« ſcribe-it not to our-preſumptive curioſity, but 
to the ardour of our zeal for thee, that we thu 
launch into the depths of thy immenſity. Guide 
“ us on ſafely,. th this maze of myſteries, 0 


In conſequence of this injun&ion then it is, Sear, 
auditors, that the Holy Church ſets annually apart 
this ſacred day to honour and adore the uninveſti- 
gable myſtery of the Trinity. And tis in conſe- 
quence of the ſame, that I her miniſter, with trem- 
bling zeal, preſume this day to rouze your piety, 
and-excite your faith to honour. and believe what 
on nor nor even angels, can, without preſump- 


tion, hope to fathom. Down then, O pride of hu- 


NY man im And wich ptofeundeſt humble an unconquerable faith; that, ſince we mult be 
| faith this day adore the unſearchable omnipotence * loſt to ourſebves when &er we plunge into thy val 
of Gov. I no created eye can ſteadily behold the © abyſs-of glory, we may be only loſt, to find our 
- diſtant weakened rays of a created fun 5 can hu- “ ſelves again more perfely and happily ” | 
ma genius hope to penetrate the center of uncre- © Thee.” 8 5 


man 

ated glory;? If ſcanty nature and it's noon-day evi- 

dence of cauſes are ſti}! too dazzling for ſinite wiſ- 
dom's ſeeble force” to comprehend; ffiall it be ca- 
pable of ſounding Gop's immenſity . bo, let me 
ask with St. Paul, who bath known the mind of the 

Lord? Or, who. bath been bis-counſellor ? n 


IL. It is one thing to know tbr Gop is; anothe! 
to know what He is. That every creature who b 
the uſe of reaſon knows: or- may know: Thi: 10 
even the angels in Heaven can completely comp” 


2 
hend. What we mean by the wo God is 2 ſu- 


1 then l O down, preſumptive curiofity ! And, ere | , ſelf-exiſtent, eternal, independent being o 

a thou dive into the hidden depths'of God's infinity, whom all other beings depend. is being then 3 
firſt» meaſure with 'thy/arms'' the' narrow-bounded - infinit and conſequently muſt require an infinit m 
ſeas ; firft ſpan the limits of the univerſe; and with to hend what 4 17. And yet the angels 2 
a finger. fuints now ſee him; and we, when join'd with 


Still thaP't thou be inflaitly diſtant from 
@i depth then, let us cry with our apoſtle, O depth 
of the” riches. of the <viſdom and of the knowledge 
. of 'Gon | | How incomprebenſible are bis Judgments. 
and unfearchabls bi, i, ot IT 


touch the foot · ſtool of the Adaighty's feet. 
imſelf in Heaven (if happily we arrive thither) ſhall fe 
bim, and ſee him wholly, and ſee him juſt 4 
ir but how? Net with an isfinit comprehen60!, 
but with extatic adoration and ſuch a, fulneb © 
bliſsfu} knowledge as wilt abſorb alt faith, and les 
us nothing more to wiſh.” For the eaſier 1 
ſtanding of which, if it be lawful to compare © 
menſity with littleneſs, thus does a man fore), 
ball or little globe within . 1 


5 -Away then, Chriſtian auditors, away with reafon 
vo: For it is uſeleſs here. But? Uſeleſs ? No. 
Neaſon, though it be 


, 


not the torch” of faith, it - is 
nor go before belief; 


2 * 


—_ 
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ve cannot behold him with 
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and ſees it as it is; yet cannot with his eye reach to 


the center of it, nor view at once the utmoſt lines 
of its circumference : Yet does he ſee it wholly in 
it's varied views, and ſees all he can wiſh to ſee of 
it as a ball or globe: he ſees it in the bulk, and ſees 
it wholly, as it is in his poſſeſſion. Nor can ſuch 
a man be ſaid, not to enjoy a perfect fight of what 
he thus beholds, becauſe he fees not every part at 
once. Since that is not compatible with his carnal 
eye. So neither can the ſaints or angels be denied 
a full and perfect ſight of God, becauſe their 
knowledge comprehends not his immenſity. E- 
nough is it for the happineſs of finite beings to ſee 
their Gop face to face, juſt as he is, and juſt as 
much as their created nature can ſupport : And ſee- 
ing thus, they may be truly ſaid to ſee him wholly, 
and ſee him in himſelf; although his nature is too 
infinit for any mind, but his, to know completely 


what be is, 


Vet do the bleſt above know infinitly more.of God 


than we can reach to know, on this ſide of death. For 
ſuch is the inſini is perfections, and ſueh the fi- 
nite limited reachof our underſtandings, that, unable 
to define him, we are reduced to.deſcribe Gow in, 
2 negative, merely we manner, by exclud- 
ing from our ideas of him, as much as our weak- 
neſs will permit, all thoſe i ions which are 
attach'd to the nature of created beings. Accord- 
ing therefore to the imbecility of our moſt ſpiritu- 
alized ideas, we call him a pure ſpirit, ſupreme, 


| ſelf-exiſtent, eternally immenſe and independently 
 infinit, We call him a ſpirit, to exclude, from our 


idea of him; all which is corporeat or ſavouring of 
the imperfeCtion of matter: We call — 
Spirit, to diſtinguiſh him from rational ſouls; which, 
tho* ſpirits, are of aw imperfe& kind and confin d 
to an affinity with matter: And we call him Su- 
preme and Self- exiſtent, to diſtinguiſh him from 


| 2ngelsy who, though they are pure ſpirits, yet are 


inſinitiy inferior to him, are creatures made to ex- 
iſt by him, and are of limited perfections received 
from him. By his Eternity we mean to point-out 
the duration of his exiftence; which had no beginn 
ing and ſhall have no end: By his Immenſity we 
underſtand his unlimited power; which: extends it- 
ſelf over all thinge, and even over the wide waſte: 
of nothing: And by his i ndent ty we 
mea to expreſs his incomprehenſible wi * 
. — — by which he khows all 

ings, uces all things, moves, governs, chan- 
ges, — ſupports all-things. 80 far then 
it is plain, that Gop (as God) has no body; that 
cannot form any true idea of his nature; wm 
means of the beatific viſion in Heaven ; or here on 
earth by the enigmatie mirror of faith; Which is ar 


gift of Gon in our ſouls; © To faith therefort w#-. 


* 


are indebted for all the knowledge we have of 
what God is, 
But then to know abſolutely that there is 4 God, 
we need but have reaſon and make uſe of i. For this 
the feeble light of reaſon is ſufficient to point-out to 
us, as David well obſerves. The light of thy coun- 
tenance (O Lord) beams full upon us all. This; 
every effect of nature ſpeaks, and every being, which) 
has a voice, proclaims : All, all agree, that be 
us, and nof we ourſelves. Let us look round this 
wide creation, and view the various parts of it: 
What an infinity of proofs will it not afford us of a 
ſovereign deity? Eye but the vegetable world: 
What plant, or ſhrub, or humble weed, is there 
unſtampt with marks of his almighty. power, 
from the tall cedar, the lofty pine, the gayly- ereſt- 


ed elm, or the majeſtic oak, down to the ſmalleſt 


leaf of graſs which almoſt eludes the fight? How 
regular their various forms! How nice their tex- 
ture? How juſt the fibres which connect their ſe- 
veral parts; and to proportion add both ſtrength 
and beauty! not to go lower or higher than the 
reach of every eye, confider the lilies of the field, 
bow they : They labour not, neither do they 
— —— (as your Saviour tells you) not 5 
omon;' in all bit glory, was array d like one. of. 
theſe. By whom then are they cloathed thus gay- 
ly2 Who furniſhes, them with the nutrimental 
juices ſuited only to their nature, and with the al- 
moſt imperceptible carjals, Which, winding in diſ- 
creet meanders, furniſn every part with life and vi- 
gour? Who gives them the farina to propagate 
their ſpecies ; and bids them riſe and bloom and, 
fade, ient to the ſeaſons, as. the. ſeaſons ta the 
year? In a word, who can produce ſuch bemty, or- 
der, and ſolidity in the infinity of vegetables, ſuited 
to every climate, every ſeaſon, every ſenſe, hut an 
2 power, ſuchas G??? -? 
If we obſerve the ſenſitive creation; what be- 
ing can we view, which does: not ſpeak! an infinit 
creator; whether with! wings it ſkim the air, or 
tread, or craw upon, or creep within the earth, ot 
fend the liquid waters. Who gave this inſinit va- 
riety of beaſts their ſeveral natures} and forms and 
talents ſuited to their nature and to the preſetvation 
of it? Who gives them life and inſtin&; to E, 
delight 3 to-flee the coming danger j to chuſe their 
proper nutriment; and keep the limits of their ſpe - 
cies? Who taught the nigutingale to ſing, and yet. 
refuſed t ſtrength and courage? Who made the lion 
ſtrong. and vigorous; and yet denied; it wings? 
Whence does the ſtupid hare learn all her doubles, 
when the firſt pack of hounde purſue. her? Why 
ſhould” not cows: yield honey, and bees ſometimes | 
produce; inſtead of honey, milk ? + at-leaſty if there 


preſiding over the infinit variety of ſenſitive era 
B 2 | tures 


was not a ſupteme and infinit power and widem 


_— 


* 


x 


tures in the univerſe; why ſhould not every cli- 
mate abound with every living creature ? And why 


ſhould not every living creature produce promiſcu- 
ouſly another ſpecies than it's own? Why ſhould 
not whales — —— lions; lions breed eagles; a 
Hatch a lamb; and ſheep bring- forth a ſer- 
pent? All which the laws of natutę have forbid- 
den: Indeed, for beauteous variety, the utmoſt diſ- 
penſation of production is, that where two kindred 
ſpecies join, a third may be produced: But all be- 
yond the firſt of every motley breed is barrenneſs 
and nothing. Chance can have no hand in this har- 
monious regulation. Elſe—why could not chance 
confound this order, and once, at leaſt, make mules 
a mule, or give the properties of one deter- 
min'd ſpecies © to another? There muſt then be 
granted a-ſovereign power preſiding over all, guid- 
ing, coping and giving laws to all. | 
* The ſame will appear; if we conſider the lifeleſs 
part of nature: Whether we view the liquid air, 
the rolling ſtreams; or ſoar with teleſcopes to view 
the skies; or even confine our obſervations to 
the ground we tread. Why will not every ſoil 
yield every fruit? Why will not every clay tipen 
to. dä gold, or every pebble harden: to a dis- 
mond; but that ſome author ot all ſoils allotted all 
their different fertilities ; Why ſhall one kind of 
fiſh engroſs one kind of flood, if not directed by 
ſome maker of both fiſh and flood? Why ſhall the 
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Ae (traced to their fountain-head) point us out 


ſeas, enraged by rufling winds, riſe into billows and 


out-top enormous. mountains, yet not preſume to 
over-flow an humble neighbouring plain; if there 
was not a ſovereign der over-ſea and land to 
check it with a thus far thou ſhalt come and no far- 
ther, Why does not the air form a like climate in 
every part of ſea and land; at leaſt, at different 
times > Why can't all conſtitutions live with equal 
pleaſure every-where? For whether we ſuppoſe 
this globe of earth and water to move round it's 

axis, and this to move about the ſun; or, whether 
we conceive the earth to ſtand immoveable, and 

that to rolf about it; certain it is that, that and all 

the planets ſpread their influence over the whole at 

different times: How comes it then, - that the varie- 


ty of changes in the ſpheres, and all their ſeeming 


confufion of eclipſes and other motions make no 
change in theſe z but with harmonious order (each 


year) bring round the different ſeaſons ſuited to 
each different climate? What anſwer can our rea- 
ſon give but by recurring to a ſovereign power con- 
trouling the earth, the ſeas, the air and heavens? 
This will appear with fuller luſtre ; if we conſider 
that world in miniature, Mankind. Man is a little 
world compoſed of all the elements; governꝰd and 
ſet in motion by his intellectual faculties; containing 
in himſelf all which is excellent in every 


* | 8 


If to another ſill before; we muſt go-on till ve 


7 part- 
of the created nature. Yet, who made us What all others; not to elude the obj 


_ ſuppoſe that any being made itſelf ; we muſt allo 


not make itſelf; and it muſt not exiſt, or ele 


we are, beloved? Whenee do we derive our be- 
ing or our excellencies? From ourſelves ? No. No 
more than brutes can we attribute to ourſelves what 
we have nor what we are. Whence then? From 
our fore-fathers? But whence did the firſt father 
of us all proceed? It muſt be from ſome higher 
power, who made the larger world and drew this 
miniature from it. If you will chuſe to call that 
power an angel, ſeraphim, intelligence, or any o- 
ther name? Who made that power? If he made 
all things himſelf unmade; whatever name you 
call him by; he is the Gop, we are talking of: If 
not; we muſt go-on from power to power. And 
as there is no human mind which can run-on to an 
infinity; we muſt, at laſt, refund all powers and 
their effects in one creative independent power, un- 
made and making all: And that is Gop. Thus 
will the varied motions of ſecond cauſes ſtill unys- 


e neceſſity of a ſupreme and ſelf-exiftent 
who ſets all things in action, himſelf —2 2 

Perhaps, ſome ſpeculative wit may think to elude 
the force of this plain reaſoning, by alledging, tht 
each principal part of nature has a ſuperior intel. 
gence of it's own preſiding over it. I'll grant it for 
the ſake of argument. But were not all theſe pretend- 
ed ſuperior intelligences made by one ſuperior to 
them all? If ſo; by whom was this ſuperlative in- 
telligence produced? If by no other; then there 
— no more arguments to prove a Gop. Thi 
ſovereign intelligence producing all other beings 
himſelf produced by none, is ſupreme, ſelf-exiſtent, 
eternal, and independent: Conſequently Gop. Or, 
if he owes: his being to another prior to himſelf, 
who does that prior being owe his exiſtence to! 


come at ſome firſt being, who owes himſelf to 
none: And that is Gop.' For this is ſelf-evident 
that nothing can make itſelf. Action ſuppoſes ne. 
ceſſarily exiſtence in the agent. Nothing can 20 
before it has a being: And therefore all beings mul 
exiſt before they can produce. Whereas could we 


two contradictions, that the ſame being did at on 
exiſt and notexiſt. It muſt exiſt, or elſe it could 


could not be made. It is then abſolutely impoſſr 
ble for 2 being to make itſelf, All beings that, 
fore which have a beginning muſt be made; and 

being which is made muſt owe it's exiſtence 
to ſome ſuperior being, made or unmade. If made, 
he owes it to ſome other; And if unmade ; then — 
is Gopc Again, every being which is made 


. 8 g no 
preſuppoſe a time in which it was not 5 44 it 


thing created: can be of infinit duration. — 
be objected, that time is the being which produc 
eion. by anſwer's 
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that time is nothing permanent, no real being, and 
conſequently incapable of producing any being, let 
it ſuffice to confute this argument with asking: Ei- 
ther time itſelf was made or not: If not; then we 
ſhall make a God of time, by aſcribing to it the 
properties of a God's power, ſupreme and ſelf-ex- 


iſting, eternal, independent, unmade, yet making 


all things: And thus ſhall be obliged to own, tbere 
ir a Gop. Or, if we ſay more rightly, that time 


itſelf was made; then the maker of it exiſted before 


all time, conſequently his duration is infinit, and 
then he muſt be an infinit ſupreme and ſelf-exiſtent 
durable; and therefore Gop. Thus true it is, as 
St. Paul tells the Romans, that the inviſible things 
of Gow... are underſiood by thoſe things which 
are made. Mt 

How vain then, how wretchedly empty, as Solo- 
mon obſerves, are not thoſe men, in whom there is 
not the knowledge of God; when every being is 
ſtampt with his omnipotence | How beſotted they, 


who, attending to the works, have not actnowledg- 


ed the workman ! What ſenſeleſs obſtinacy, to deny 
or doubt of a ſovereign deity ; when plainly demon- 
ſtrated in his works, and by the joint conſent of all 
the ſober part of human kind? For, though there 
have been, and ſtill are, ſome ignorant mortals be- 
muſed with a plurality of gods; yet even theſe have 
ever owned one God ſuperior to the reſt, and fa- 
ther of, or tyrant over all. However wrong then 
the notions may be, which ſome have entertained of 
God : All nations, all religions, and all degrees of 
men combine in owning a ſupreme and independent 
being. If then there are a few wretches, a few evil 
men, who dare, in ſpite of the eonviction of their 
minds, ſay, in their corrupted hearts: There is no 
God; — are only profligates, whoſe conſciences 
make tools of their underſtandings ; libertins, whoſe 
intellects are in a laviſh ſubjection to the perver- 
fity of their hearts. Reprobates, in a word, who, 
conſcious of the inconfiſtency of their flagitious 
hves with the belief of a God, are under the miſe- 
rable dilerama of either denying his exiſtence, or 
acknowledging themſelves worthy of his ſevereſt 
vengeance. Hence the miſcreants, wiſhful to evade 
the puniſhments due to crimes they want the cou- 
rage and grace to reform, endeavour, though in 
vain, to bring themſelves up to the diſbelief of 
what they cannot conceive without terror and dif: 


may. 
Ba I. But © why, perbaps ſome illiterate per ſors 
may ſay, why may we not conclude from what 
- has hitherto been ſaid, that there are more Gops 
7 than one? Why may we not ſuppoſe a Gop pre- 
a0 ſiding over every ſpecies; at ſeaft, over every 
BY element or principal part of nature?” I anſwer 
hriſtians : Becaule it is abſurd, nay impoſſible for 
two Gops to ſubſiſt, and conſ uently for any 
more than one: For, if there — Gops; 


-4 


is a Gop, but that there can be only one Gop.. 


there might as well be two, nay twenty, millions. 
That there cannot be two is demonſtrable from the 
very idea we have of God. By the word Gop, 
we underftand a Being infinit, all-powerful, im- 
menſe, and full of all perſections; which cannot be 
conſiſtent with the ſuppoſition of more Gops than 
one. For Could there be two Gops, either 
One of them would be dependent on the Other, in 
the exerciſe of his power, or both would be inde- 
pendent. Which-ever of them was dependent, he 
could not be all-powerful it is plain, while he want- 
ed power to ſhake-off his dependency. Neither 
could he be infinit in all perfections, ſince he muſt 
abſolutely be ſuppoſed deficient of an authority e- 
qual to the Gop on whom he depended. And if 
we ſuppoſe both theſe Beings to be independent ;. 
then neither could be Gop : For, both being inde- 
pendent, neither could controul the other, neither 
could exerciſe an abſolute power over the effects of 
the other. And both would be unlimited, and yet 
extremely confined ; which is a contradiction in ' 
terms. th would be unlimited, as both are ſup- 
poſed independent on each-other, in their ſeveral na- 
tures, and operations: And both would {till be ſo ex- 
tremely limited by each-other*s independency, that 
neither. could exerciſe an abſolute authority over 
the effects of the other, nor aſſume to himſelf the 
ſovereignty nor — the other. So that 
there would be many Beings, over which neither 
could have a ſovereign independent authority. And 
therefore neither could be all- powerful, nor infinitly 
immenſe, nor conſequently Gop. For what do 
we underſtand by GoD, but a ſovereign Being, 
reaching from end to end ſtrongly, and diſhofing all 
things ſweetly : One whoſe infinit, immenſe, Al-- 
mighty power, nothing can elude. Again if there 
were two Gops ; either one could deſtroy the O- 
ther, or neither could deſtroy the other; or finally 
both could deſtroy each-other. If one could de- 
ſtroy the other; then He, who. could be deſtroy'd,. 
muſt not be ſelf- exiſtent, nor infinitly powerful and 
rfe&, nor conſequently God, ſince he could not 
inder his owir deſtruction. If both could deſtroy 
each- other; then neither could be Gop for the 
ſame reaſon. And if neither could deſtroy the o- 
ther; neither could be God : For Gop is. an infd- 
nit, immenſe, Almighty Being, able to make or to- 
deſtroy all Beings but himſelf, He himſelf unhurt. 
Thus then is it demonſtrable not only that there 


But ---- is not the eternal Father Gop ? Yes.. I. 
not his divine Son Gop? Yes And is not the Ho- 
ly-Ghoſt alſo Gop? Yes. ---- Then ſurely, there 
are three Gops ? No, each in himſelf is Gop, tis 
true: But then each is Gop,.by the ſame deity as- 
the other two are Gov. And therefore, tho? their 
perſons are diftin&, their ſubſtance is but one. 
myſtery too high for naked reaſon's TY 
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Let reaſon then ſubmiſſively adore, while faith alone * undivided T rinity. And ſuch there always muſt be 


now ſpeaks. Enough is it, that Gop himfelf, who 
neither can deceive nor be deceived, has faid it, for 
us to acquieſce. Enough is it, that He, ta whom all 
' power is given in heaven and on earth, reveaPd this 
myſtery to us, for us to believe it and adore. - E- 
nough is it, that faith do light the torch before us, 
for reaſon to fubmit and follow. 


III Faith then teaches us, that the divine Being 


is one bleſſed and undivided Trinity of three per- 
ſons in one Gop : Three Perſons, who have one 
and the ſame nature, one and the ſame power, one 
and the ſame wiſdom, one and the ſame goodneſs : 
Three Perſons in a word, as St. CO rightly 
ſays, whoſe glory is equal, and whoſe Majeſty is co- 
eternal. They are perfectly equal, becauſe the Fa- 
ther is intire in the Son and in the Holy-Ghoſt; 
the Son is intire in the Father and the Holy-Ghoſt; 
and the Holy-Ghoſt is intire in the Father and the 
Son: One is not greater, more ancient, more 
powerful, or more infinit in any perfection than a- 
nother. All the difference, as the Atbanaſian Creed, 
ſubſcribed to by the whole Catholic Church, teach- 
es us, is, that the Father is not made and proceeds 
from no other; the Son is from the Father, not 
made but begotten; the Holy-Ghoſt is from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, not made nor begotten, but pro- 
ceeding. But how ſhall we comprehend all this ? 
Why truly, Chriſtians, could this be brought within 
the fcope of our limited. conception ; it could be no 
myſtery, and'faith muſt be uſeleſs. All the help 
then, which human underſtanding can afford us, is, 


by familiar ideas, to ſhew us, that this great myſte- 
ry, tho? above our comprehenſion, is not contrary 


to ourreaſon. To come therefore to the matter, 
and enable you to conceive as much of it as is poſſi- 
ble for Euman intellect to reach, I hall make uſe 
of fome familiar compariſons. Yet, by. the bye, 
before we enter into them, let me juſt caution you 
to remember, that no compariſon of things created 
can poſhibly give any full or adequate notion of this 
myſtery too high even for the moſt elevated angel 
intirely to comprehend. 

And yet to be convinced, that it is not abſurd to 
believe, that Three diſtin& Perſons may enjoy but 
one fubſtanee; we need. but conſider the nature of 
our ſonls, of the ſun, of fire, nay of every plant 
Which grows. Each of us ſenſibly. enjoys Three 
powers diſtinct, a will, a memory, an underſtand- 
ing: Vet are they not Three ſouls, but one. Heat, 
ght, and rays are three diſtinct powers in the ſun, 
yet not three ſuns. Fire, light, and heat are all di- 


ſtinct, and yet the flame, in which they are, is not 


three flames, but one. Nor is the trunk, the root, 
and leaf three trees, hut one. There is indeed, 1 
own, an inſinit difference between. theſe and Gop's 


between the finite and the infinit. All I mean to 
infer from hence is this, that Unity is not repugnant 
to Diſtindtion; and therefore it can be no abſurdi- 
ty for reaſon to ſubmit to faith in the Diftin#ion 
of Three Perſons in One Gov. 

* But how is it poſſible, you'll ſay perbaps, for 
« the Father to communicate his whole ſubſtance 
to the Son and the Holy-Ghoſt, without loſing 
& it himſelf ; nor even ſo much as diminiſhing it in 
© the leaſt?” And if the Son enjoys it wholly; 


how can the Holy-Ghoſt enjoy it wholly too? But 


let me aſk you, Does not the ſun communicate it's 
light to you? And yet you ſee it ſtill retains that 
light. What part of knowledge do I loſe, by now 
inſtruQing you ? If I convey my thoughts to you, or 
you communicate your thoughts to me; do we not 
both intirely poſſeſs thoſe thoughts, without impe- 
diment to one-another. That any-one of you here 
E conceives what I now utter to you, is ſure- 
4 no hindrance to the reſt from conceiving it too. 
hus then, tho' in an infinitly higher degree, doe: 
the Eternal Father eternally communicate, his 
whole divine nature to the Son, and to the Holy- 
Ghoſt, without loſs or diminution to himſelf; and 
thus do all three enjoy it wholly, without imped- 
ment to One-another. | 
Still, ſays ſome graceleſs Arian, the Son is be- 
* begotten by the 5, and the Holy-Gholt 
* proceeds from both; They cannot then be equi 
© ly eternal: Since he, who gives being, mult be 
prior to him who receives it,” Frue: in cres- 
beings the giver muſt be older than the receivet 
becauſe nothing can make itſelf: And therefore 
what is made, muſt ſuppoſe a being exiſtent before 
it was made, which was capable m4 making it. I 
Gop the caſe is otherwiſe: Nothing is made. 
all the priority in Gop is not of time or duration, 
but of Origin. The Father then is Origin of. the 


Son, but not the pre- exiſtent cauſe of him. Th* 


Father from all eternity was eſſentially Father, 

therefore never was or could be without his Son, t 
either without the Holy-Ghoſt. The Father then 
is the eternal Origi his eternal Son, and both 
eternally are Origin of the Holy-Ghoſt: Vet not 
one of them could be the pre- exiſtent cauſe of Or 
another. For example (as far as ex e will bear 
in this ſubject) fire is falſely ſuppoſed. io exiſt be 
fore light and heat, becauſe it is the Origin of 

And yet there cannot be a fire without light 7 
cht So neither could the ſun be ſun, till it 

and rays. 

But to 9 ſtil nearer. to the humble re 
of human capacity, one obſervation will greatly — 
tribute. When you meditate any thing in yr" 
mind, which is. not immediately before your © 
You immediately form in your mind-an image. 


— 


the thing you are thinking on. Thus if you are 
thinking on a perſon abſent, or a diſtant elephant; 
you frame in your mind the reſemblance of a man 
or an elephant, and fancy you behold it. And ſuch 
mental man or elephant is call'd by Philoſophers 
the conception, the child, or the ſon of the mind. 
Now God is a pure ſpirit, and conſequently 
thought muſt be anti to him, and his natural o- 
peration. Gov then muſt eternally think; and 
therefore, from all eternity, having nothing ſo wor- 
thy of his divine thought as himſelf, he muſt from 
all eternity contemplate himſelf, and conſequently 
muſt from all eternity beget in his divine mind, the 
image of himlelf, There is however this difference 
between human and divine thought, that human 
thought begets not the very thing thought-on, but 
only an imperfe& reſemblance of it: Whereas, in 
Go, all is reality, all is infinit perfection, and 
therefore all is Gov. Now if we could ſuppoſe 
him but one ſingle inſtant without the perfect 
knowledge of himſelf ; he could not be eternally 
wiſe, and conſequently could not be Gop ; and for 
this image of himſelf, thus eternally form'd within 
him, to be capable of giving him a perfect know- 


ledge of himſelf, it muſt be real and infinit in all 


Gop. Nor can we hence conclude it to be ano- 
ther Gop, becauſe, as I have already proved, there 
can be but One Gop. This then is his bleſſed 
Son, the Second Perſon of the ſacred Trinity, as the 
Father is the firſt, call'd by-St. Paul, and rightly 
call'd, the image of bis Fatber, and the figure of 
* | 
gain the eternal Son, eternally knowing the in- 
finit perfections of his divine Father, muſt love him 
with an eternal love, infinitly perfect. For the 
love of what is infinitly lovely and infinitly known, 
muſt be infinitly great, to be proportion'd to the 
beloved and the lover. 
eternal Father muſt eternally love with infinit love 
his divine Son, fo like himſelf in all perfections, aud 
the fame undivided fubſtance with himſelf. Now, 
as in Gop nothing is accidental, but all.is ſubſtance 
and reality, this mutual encounter of love between 
Father and Son cannot be accidental, but all reality, 
all fubſtantial, all divine and infinitly. perfect; and 
therefore, like the Father and the. Son, all Gop. 
This is the Holy-Ghoſt, the third Perſon of the 
awful bin proceeding eternally from the other 
Two; and therefore co-equal and co-eternal to 
them both; and not different in ſubſtance, but in 
perfon. For, as I have already proved, more 
| Gops than One there cannot be, tho* One there 
muſt be. And leſs than three Perſons there cannot 
de in this one Gop, nor more: For in a pure fpi- 
— yy IR: as he is, tho” infinit his 
ributes, his eſſence has but tw 
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perfections, like himſelf; and therefore muſt be 


For the ſame reaſon, the- 


will have à like effect on you... 


7 
Many things, beloved Chriſtians, might be added 
to illuſtrate the reaſonable belief of this great myſte- 
ry. But, to include all in few words, let us ſay all 
we can; when we have exhauſted all the force 
of human genius; we ſtill ſhall find ourſelves inſi- 
nitly beneath the comprehenſion of it. The viſeſt 
man is not he, who can reaſon beſt in favour of it; but 
he, who believes in it,and adores with the moſt hum-- 
ble ſteady faith. All I have ſaid then was meant, not 
to encourage you in any prefumptive endeavours to 
meaſure it with reaſon; but rather to ſtrengthen 
your faith in it, by convincing you, that, infinitly 
ſuperior as it is to reaſon's reach, reaſon can ſuffer 


no debaſement, but will be elated, by ſubmitting to- 


a religious faith in it. Your ſafety, Chriſtians, 
does not depend on raſhly diving into this unfatho- 
mable depth ; but in adoring at an humble awful 
diſtance, And it will finally appear more to your 
eternal happineſs to have honour'd the belief of it; 
than to have attempted to comprehend it. SS 
Go then, raſh ſouls, whoſe curious preſumption 
will be fed with reaſons for the profoundeſt myſte- 
ries of our holy faith; and learn of St. Paul the 
weakneſs of your. mind; and thence cry- out with 
him, O * of the riches of the wiſdom and knows- - 
ledge of GOD! Let it ſuffice to ſtrengthen your be- 
lief, that truth eternal, who cannot deceive nor be 
deceived, has gracioully reveal'd it to you. Let it 
ſuffice, that be, to whom all power Was given in 
beaven and on earth, ſent us to teach it to vou, 
baptizing you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, * of the Holy-Ghoſt. And reflect, that the 
credit we owe to his ſacred word, obliges us to be- 
lieve it, tho? we cannot comprehend it. And Bleſſed 
are they, who- have not ſeen, and yet bave believed... 
Believe then; and honour - what you believe. Be 
aſſiduous to pay the ſacred Trinity that ſovereign 
homage which is due to it from every creature. 
Can you believe this ſovereign deity to be all-wiſe,. 
all- good, all-great, and preſent every- where, yet not 
behave with juſt regard to him: Surely it cannot be. 
Be ever then, deareſt: Chriſtians, attentive to thbe 
preſence of Gop: Reflect in whoſe. preſence. you 
ſtand every-where, and at all times; and you wilt. 
always conform your actions to the dignity-of the 
monarch before whom you are. You will never 
preſume. to ſpeak of him, or to him, but with ut-- | 
moſt reverence : _ You will never dare to eſfend 
him; but will, on the eontrary, frequently direct 
your thoughts, your works, your worde to him, 
with bended knees and bended hearts, and live in &- 
perpetual dread of all Which can diſpleaſe him. The 
power of a great man will always induce us to ſtand 
in ſome feat of him, as his gbodneſe will compel us 
to love him, and his preſence to ſne him reſpect. 
Let then the Almighty power, goodneſs, and omni- 


preſence of Gop, but fill your minds; and they 
— rea 
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Adore then often this ſacred myſtery, with acts 

of faith, of hope, of love; and frequently return 
Gop thanks for graciouſly revealing it to you. 
Think on this favour done to you, preferably to 
thouſands, who are ſtill ignorant of it: And, to ex- 
preſs your gratitude, endeavour to communicate 
the knowledge of it to as many as you can. And 
above all do you yourſelves ſtudy to engrave it in 
your hearts. Implore inceſſantly the bleſſed Tri- 
nity, henceforth to pardon you the crimes, by which 
u have diſhonour'd it. Intreat the power of the 
Father, to ſorgive your ſins of frailty : Beg the wil- 
dom of the Son, to remit your ſins of ignorance and 
folly. And implore the goodneſs of the Holy-Ghoſt, 
rdon your ſins of prepenſe malice done in op- 
this, whenever — ſign 


poſition to his grace. a 
it e- 


yourſelves with the ſign of the croſs: 


SUNDAY 


ſpecially on Sundays, which are ſolemnized by the 

hurch to the honour of the bleſſed Trinity: And 
more eſpecially on this ſacred Sunday, inſtituted for 
the public adoration of it. But do it on all days, 
and every hour in the day. And fince, perhaps, 
you have not hitherto let any — = without gi- * 
ving ſome offence to the Bleſſed Trinity; endes. 
vour to repair the injury done, by ſuffering no day 
henceforth to ſlip, without doing ſome particular 
honour to it. By this means you will merit to have 
your faith in this awful myſtery, confirm'd and aug- 
mented in this life, till it ſhall pleaſe the bleſſed 
Trinity to drown your faith in bliſsful endleſs cer- 
tainty, amidſt the aſſembly of ſaints in heaven. To 
which the Divine Mercy conduct you, I beſecch 
Gov : In the Name, &c. 


— 
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St. LUKE vi. 36. | 
Be ye merciful, as alſo your Father is merciful. 


BY T for theſe ineffably gracious words of 
D text, beloved audience, I ſhould be at a lofs 
to underſtand the ſublimely emphatic St. Cyprian, 
when he ſays: *© O what a glory muſt it not be 
*« for us, to reſemble our Gop! What a beati- 
* tude, to have in our power the practice of vir- 
% tues which may lift us to the merit of praiſes, 
* like Foſe which are given to Gop!” That 
man s capable of a certain diſtant analogy with 
Gov, in the compoſition of his nature, 1 
- doubted; I could not have a ſoul; or this ſoul muſt 
Want a will, a memory or an underſtanding, or all; 
if 1 did not know, if I did not feel, that the God, 
who made me, form'd me and all mankind, like me, 


to his own Image and Likeneſs. * Yet ſuch is the 


infinit diſtance between Gop and us, that I ſhould 
Have thought it a daring degree of preſumption for 
inſects like us, to afpirs to a ſhare in the Divine 
praiſes; if I did not, this day, hear my Saviour in- 
vite us to it: Be ye merciful, as alſo your Father is 
merciful. St. Leo indeed obſerves, and very juſtly 
too, that man was created to the image of his di- 
% vine Lord, on 2 that he might become an 
« imitator of him.” But I ſhould till have thought 
it a ſufficient honour for man to aſpire only to the 
humble imitation of thoſe virtues, which he vouch- 
Gene, i, 


"2 
5. 
+ 


hob the holy Father adds, that © the true dignity i 


N 


M O 


after PENTECOST. 


ſafed to ſet the example of in his own bleſſed pe. 
fon, after taking human nature to himſelf. Au 


* human nature conſiſts in reflecting a bright 
« reſemblance of the Divine Bounty; I 
have interpreted this to no other ſenſe than the fe. 
ſemblance Chriſt requires of us when he {ay 
Learn o me; for I am meek and humble of beat 
But I find I ſhould have been greatly miſta 
is undoubtedly an enviable honour for man, that it 
is capable of imitating the very virtues of Chriſt, 
he was man. But this is not all the glory he iö cal 
to, and capable of reaching. No, no, ſay! . 
% Gregory, we are the very progeny of God; . 
indeed begotten of his nature, but freely form d 
by his ſpirit, and regenerated by his adopt 
* And ſo much the more of this nobility de vt 
& ſhare in proportion, as we render ourſelves ole 
&* like our Divine Stock, who gave himſelf to u N 
* gur model.” Tt is not enough then for u- 
learn of the Son of Gop, made man, ts be meek 46 
bumble of beart as himſelf, It is not enough for w. 
content ourſelves with aſpiring to a ſhare in the ir 
ſes, due to the virtues of his human nature: * 
muſt riſe yet higher, and aim at praiſes like . 
given to his Deity, by learning of the eter © 
ther to be merciful, as He alſo is merciful. ib 
Our mercy then muſt be boundleſs, as his 1 * 
nit: It muſt be untired, as his is unweafled: , 


St. Mattb. xi. he 


$ 
: 
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after PENTECOST: 


ing and unbias'd, as his eternal and impartial. 
— prompt at all times, extended to all 
wants, and free to all perſons: For ſo is that of 
Gobp. Such is the mer of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, that He maletb bis fon to riſe upon tbe gous 
and bad, and raineth upon tbe juſt and the unjuſt : 
And, of all his Divine perfections, that, which he 
chiefly exerts with regard to man, is the attribute 
of his mercy. For us then to be merciful, at alſo 
„u Fut ber is merciful, our mercy muſt be commu- 
nicable to all who want it, to friends or enemies; 
to acquaintance or ſtrangers z to the worthy, or 
the unworthy; to foul or body: It muſt engtoſs 
all our affections; occupy all our thoughts; ſhine 
in all our actions, and be the ſum of our ambition. 
Ah Chriſtians! This is the divine virtue, by which 
you may approach the neareſt to Gop: This is =P 
perfection, in which the deity appears with-mo 
ſplendor and amability in our eyes: This is the 
godlike practice, which ſhall acquire you the moſt 
and moſt” ſolid praiſes, before .GoD and man: 
Wherefore, ſays the Holy-Ghoſt to every-one of 
you by the mouth of his prophet, Let not merey 
and Huth Teave' these; put them' about thy throat, 
and write them in the tables of tby beart: And 
thou ſbalꝰ t find grace and good diſciplin before Gov 
and men: + This, in a word, is the ineffable means 
which your divine Redeemer offers you, in order tb 
raiſe you to a participation of the Divine praiſes: 
Be ye merciful, N your Father is merciful. And 
O] Let me ſay with St. Cyprian: '* O what a 
« glory muſt it not be for us, to reſemble our 
G0op! What a beatitude, to have in our power 
* the practice of virtues, which may lift us to the 
merit of praiſes, like thoſe which are given to 
4 Gop!” 7 1 0 ) rg 
Remember then, beloved Children, how it is 
written, that ye are God's, and all of you children 
of the: Moſi-High: + Be then yourſelves; keep-up 
to the greatneſs of your dignity'; and act as be- 
comes the children of ſuch a Father, by practiſing 
all the works of mercy in your power. I have al- 
ready proved to you elſewhere $ the ſovereign im- 
portance and fruitful neceſſity of practiſing works 
of mercy in general, as well as the univerſal facilit 
and indiſpenſable duty of practiſing thoſe of a ſpiri- 
tual kind. To avoid then all needleſs irkſom repe- 
tition, I ſhall wholly confine myſelf, in this dif- 
courſe, to the taſk of laying before you the indiſpen- 
ſable _ you are under of complying with that 
other yet eaſier duty of eagerly purſuing the corpo- 
ral works of mercy. Give me leave therefore to 


ſhew you, 


St. Matth, v. + Prov. in. N 1 Pale * 
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I. What the works of mercy corporal, Princi- 
pally conſiſt is. m 1721006 
II. What are the fruits they produce, "when 
rightly practiced; Ad | 
III. What are the eaſieſt beſt means to render 
our practice of them truly beneficial to others, 


truly fruitful to ourſel ves. 


«© O Gop of pity, and Father of all mercies! O 
„ Phou who graciouſly conſoleſt us with parent 
tenderneſs in all our tribulations ! Melt our ob- 
© durate hearts into compaſſion for thy ſuffering 
images, our brethren in diſtreſs i And ſince w 
* cannot hope to pleaſe thee here, nor joy in thee 
% | hereafter, without endeavouring to be like thee; 
«© and never can reſemble "Thee till” we are merci- 
«ful, ar alſo Thow ar't merciſul; O give us a true 
© Chriſtian fellow- feeling for all our fellow-crea- 
e tures wants. Soften our flinted nature into 
hat it ſhould be; that, like wax before the ſun, 
cee may diſſolve with pious thy at ſight of 
others miſeries, and make them for thy only ſake, 
« our own. Let mercy be our ſole ambition : 
And be Thyſelf our only motive. Let mercy 


never quit our breaſt; put it about our thronts, 


6 and write it in the tables of our hearts: That 
being merciful ourſelves, we may find mercy in 
* thy ſight, and life, and grace and glory.“ — 
* 22 TT; _ 4 py? 1 3 


I. According to the great St. e in his 
* ninth book on the city of Gop, ** Mercy is a fel- 
& low feeling for the miſeries of a nei abou, be 
* which we are urged to relieve him if Wwe can; 

Or, as he elſe-w here defines/ it more fully, . Mer- 
„cy is that ſympathetic emotion of ſoul; which 
carries along with it beneficence to our ſuffeting 


* neighbours, and makes us not only compaſſionate, 


e butrelieve them at ſome coſt of our own.” This 
perfectly agrees with what the venerable St. G re- 
gory ſays on the fame ſubject. Mercy, fayr he, 
* (vehich ſeems indeed to be gerived from mifery, 
the ſubject matter of it) is ſo call'd from it's xen- 


„ dering our heart miſerable,” when we behold a 


* wretched object. For a compaſſionate foul is 
« always touch'd with grief at "the fight of à ſuf- 
* fering neighbour: And that ſympathetic” grief, 


makes the merciful heart miſerable} till it can re- 
move miſery 
mercy then, beloved Chtiſtians, conſiſts in our bear- 


from the ſuffeter!“ Corporal 


ing ſuch a ſhare in the bodily diſtreſſes of our fel- 
low-creatures, as not to be able to reſt, once — 
come to our knowledge, till we either remove tho 

diſtreſſes, or have uſed our utmoſt endeavours to re- 


move them. No the body of Man may be in di- 
ſtreſs, while living in ſociety Wich the ſoul, or When 

- render*d inanimate by the abſence of that. Many 

and almoſt innumerable are the caſualties, which. 


1 


C 


may and do oppreſs the frail and tender frame of 
human nature, even while in conjunction with the 
ſoul, with {s, ſickneſs, loſs of limbs, or ſen- 
ſes, reſt and eaſe; and which, it they do not always 

totally diſſolve it, frequently threaten it with di 
| lation; and generally render the exiſtence of it bit- 
ter. All theſe then are corporal miſeries, which, 
if we have any human feeling, muſt work in us a 
fellow-fuffering for every human object whom we 
know to labour under them ; and all of them call 
upon us loudly; to exert our umoſt offices of ten- 
derneſs to relieve each ſuffering brother. Whenever 
then our neighhour is affſi ed thus with Sickneſs of 
any kind, it is a duty of corporal Mercy we owe 
him to co! onate him; to viſit him, where we 


— — to conſole him; 


and, as Far as our power extends, to relieve his ſuf- 
ferings, if he ſtands in need of our aſſiſtance. Not 


that our corporal Merey ought. to wait till actual 


ſickneſs overtakes a neighbour beſore it exert itſelf 


in his behalf If ſickneſs be an evil, which our 


merey ſhould relie ve; we equally ſhould ſtudy: to 
prevent it. And as no ſickneſs is more grievous, 
nor threatens the body more with diſſolution than 
Thirſt or Hunger, it muſt needs be a duty equal- 
ly incumbent on us to guard our indigent fellow- 


creatures, from either or from both, as often as we 


have the means to do it. P | 
Nor is the mercy of a Chriſtian to confine itſelf 
to the bare removal of a neighbour's bodily diſſolu- 


tion, and. the immediate cauſes of it... No: Itanuſt 


8 the guarding him, as far as human 
ort will allow, from every diſtant danger of de- 
ſtruction, and even from every diſcomfort which 
may embitter life. What miſeries is not man's 
wretched-body ſubject to, when expoſed to all the 


tude extremes of the inconſtant ſeaſons; to heats, 
0 colds, froſts, winds and rains; to blaſts and filth 


aud vermin, and various intections, for want of de- 


deent neceſſary rayment? Nay what miſeries can it 


caps.z- When, unprovided with a home wherein to 


takeit's nightiy refuge, it is reduced to take up. 


with the. dewy ſunleſs air for covering in common 
with the meaneſt brutes? Not to mention the vi- 


cious haunts. and vagabond aſſociations which ſuch 
hardſhips. may expeſe the needy to, or keep them 
in: What, pains And achs, and 'tortures muſt ot 
nide nig and morning fogs? What loſe of 
_eaſe,..of fleeps pf reſt, of limbs, of comfort, nay of 0 
i | dan- them with health in ſickneſs 3 wich nutritive r. 


they frequently endure from evening d 


life, myſt they not linger through, amidſt the 


gers to which they. are · ſubject not only from- the 
elements, but even from the more re · 


unrelenting 


ho rove 


s:of-prey ; and ſtill much more from 
that worſt ſort of. monſters, human night ravens, 
in ſearch of miſchief. to effect it, and of 
innocence to devour it? And ſurely. then, in either - 
caſe, the breaſt cannot be human which can. heave - 
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without a pain, while at the ſame time it knows x 
| human creature to be labouring in diftreſs for want 
ard it from exceſs of 


rporal mer 
offices to cloath the naked, or to afford the — 


of cloathing, or a roof to 


miſery. It is not then the of co 


leſua roof. 


| Again, a man may be quite free from pain or 


ſickneſs, thirſt or hunger, or any actual evil, dan- 
gerous to his bodily exiſtence : 
and life, aud health in vain; if want of liberty de- 
bars him of the enjoyment of them. Rather ate 
limbs, and health and life a burden aggravating hu- 
man miſery, where liberty is wanting. 
that man may live in priſon or captivity : But ſuch 
a life is but a lingering death: A wretched ſtate, 


which every human creature in poſſeſſion of ſenſa- 


tion dreads as much, if not even more than death: 
Becauſe it is a ſtate of violence to the dignity of hu- 
man nature born to virtuous 1 and. freedom. 
It cannot therefore but be a duty of corporal mer- 
cy to compaſſionate our living brethren under the 
afflicting preſſure of confinement : And our com- 
paſſion, to be real, eſſectual and chriſtian, muſt ex- 
ert itſelf even to the uſing every fraternal office i 
our power to tanſom or releaſe the captive, where 
n injuſticge. 

In ſhort, if we ſum- up the real bodily wants U 
which all living individuals of human nature ma) 
be ſubject; we ſhall find all amount to theſe; 
want of health, want of - ſuſtenance, want of com- 
fort, ſaſety; eaſe or liberty. All theſe are grie vou 
miſeries; and all theſe we ourſelves are every-om 
of us ſubject to. Therefore is it a duty of mere 
incumbent on us, to ſuccour to our utmoſt povwe 
every human creature under the preſſure of all, ei 
any one of . theſe, as we ſhould. wiſh for ſuccou! 
from them in the like circurmſtances. To viſit the 
ſicksthen, to feed the hungry, to refreſh with drink 
the thirſty, to  cloath, the naked, to. harbour the 
harbourleſs, to viſit and ranſom captives; where we 
have the power, are the corporal works by-whic 


wwe are to exert our mercy. to the living in their fe- 


veral wants. And all. the charitable offices wh 
we can render to our neighbour's body are ſun's 
up in theſe. 


Let us beſtow upon the indigent our goods, © 
money, or gifts, or loans, or privil 


85 or £m o 
. ps or what we will; if we defign it as an 
of mercy, every favour we beſtow upon them , 
muſt be, intended as one means towards providing 


freſhmeat againſt thirſt and hunger; or with - 
ſary rayment or... comfortable-. abode, requiſit 
ſkreen them from the-dangers. of nakedneſs and x 
fung. or finally to enable them to maintain — 
reedom and equality in human ſociety, by h 
table diſcharge of all debts and engagement 
others. For theſe are all the corporal 4 oo 


et has he limbs, 


It is true, 


o 


" r * 
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. ed not only to the i 
it ſtill belongs, but even to all human beings, actu- 


c 


? 
miſeries which man in this life has to fear, or has 
to feel; and therefore are all, which we can ſym- 


pathize in or relieve. _ e 
There is indeed another wins Ny 2 
which principally regards the dead: And yet the 
living Lo he wholly unconcerned in it. [ mean 
the want of burial. The ſovereign dignity which 
human bodies have received, from their aſſociation 
and affinity with the immortal foul; which animate 
them, raiſe them to fuch an immeaſurable diſtance 
above the frames of brutes ; that they can never be 
ut upon a level, neither while living, nor when 
, wr with the irrational creation, without the ut- 
moſt irreverence and injury done to the whole ſpe- 
cies, To ſuffer then a human corſe to lie expoſed 
in common with the carcaſſes of nnclean juments, 
to beaſts or birds of prey, is a groſs indignity offer- 
le and immortal ſoul to which 


ally living as well as dead: Nay, it is a mercileſs 
addition of diſgrace, to the miſery of human na- 
ture, in giving brutality room to riot, inſult and 
triumph over human mortality. The voice of na- 
ture therefore calls upon us loudly to exert our cor- 
poral mercy towards the dead (whenever our aſſiſ- 
tance is wanting) by providing with a decent inter- 
ment their inanimate remains; out of reſpect and 
pity to the deceaſed, and out of reverence to the 
ſurviving ſpecies, which could not but be groſly 
injured and diſhonoured in every diſgrace which 
ſhould be offer'd to what is ſo nearly allied to it as 
every human corſe till is. 

ou fee then, beloved brethren, that our cor- 
poral mercy muſt not confine itſelf to a ſtupid, uſe- 
leſs, unactive compaſſion for the miſeries of others. 
It conſiſts not in a bare good-natured fympathy or 
tellow-feeling which ſpends itſelf in wiſhes and ex- 
preſſions. No, no: It muſt conſiſt in facts. If a 
brother is fick, and our ſtation of life will permit; 
we muſt viſit him: If he wants our aſſiſtance, and 
our time be our own; we muſt nurſe him; chear- 
up his ſpirits with words of comfort, cheriſh his 
body with wholeſome nouriturez and procure him, 


at your own expence, if he needs it, and we have 


it to ſpare, phyſicians, medicines, nurſes, and all 
other neceſſaries for the recovery of bis health. 
And where we have it not ourſeloes, or cannot be- 
ſtow all or any part of what we have, without grie- 
vous detriment to ourſelves or injury to our fam 

or creditors ; it is our duty, atleaft, if our credit 
has ſo much influence, to follicit ſuch reliefs from 
thoſe of our acquaintance who can beſtow them or 


contribute towards them. 


. Nor is it leſs the duty of fraternal merey to 
like diligence, whenever neceſſary, towards — 
plying the hungry with timely food: the khit 
with opportune. refreſhment; the harbourleſs witli 
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ſhelter; the naked with comfortable rayment; the 
impriſon'd with conſolation; and the dead with de- 
cent burial. When ever then, Beloved, ſuch mi- 
ſerable objects reach your knowledge; the voſce of 
nature cries-out — bave mercy on tbem; and 
ce cries louder ſtill, 3e ye merciful, as al 
Father is merciful. SESES * 
L. What! ſhall this poor family periſh for want of 
neceſſary ſuſtenance, becauſe the head of it perhaps 
is dead; is ſick; is worſe than ſick or dead, is in- 
dolent or vicious, or at leaſt render'd, perhaps, un- 
able to provide for it's ſupport, by ſome relentleſs 
creditor who has caſt him into-priſon ? Shall a whole 
family then periſh thus, I ſay, with gnawing hun- 
ger, while daily you fit down to ſuch luxuriant 
meals as might ſupply your wants and theirs if right. - 
ly managed? No, yen ſay: But that is not our 
caſe. Our tables never are ſet-out with more 
«« proviſions than will juſt ſuffice for our own fa- 
% mily and gueſts.” It may be ſo. But may you 
not oftentimes, nay ought you not, to leſſen the 
number of your gueſts ſo fe cholen by the rules 
of Hoſpitality, or prudence, or Virtue, or even de- 
cency ? Or might you not at leaſt reduce the prodi- 
gality of your meals? And if you did; does not 
your conſcience tell you, that whi would ips 
by the leſs expenſive quality of your diet, might 
ſnatch the ſtarveling ſoul of many a balf-fami@h'd 
neighbour from wringing miſery ? We 'ſhrink at 
the cruelty of Canibals, who gnaw the fleſn and 
feed upon the limbs of one-another : And what lefs 
cruelty is ours; if we can calmly ſwallow at on 
mouthful the price of a poor man's'dinner, and 
fer many a one of _—_— without 2 meal, and 
inwardly conſume for want of one, becauſe forfooth 
we have nothing left to afford him? For fliame then, 
Chriſtians, be not ſo mercileſs, you who are chils 
dren of a Father, who is all mercy. Send this ſu- 
perfluous difh, that needleſs portion, to the fainting. 
poor. Search, ſearch your crouded wardrobes'and 
clear them of the moth- eaten trophies of unchriſtian 
cruelty. Give this ſuperſluous coat, that needſeſs 
gown, this other ſuper- numerary garment, where 
they are wanted, where they are due. Give them 


to the naked poor, who want them; and: furniſh 


thus your Wardrobe. in Heaven, ubere the wn, 
epproacheth not, neither doth the math \carnupt. 
F caſt them off they are no longer 
They who ſtand in greateſt need of them, 
e the beſt title to them: And this poor babes 
that helpleſs widow's naked limbs cry- out, they 
are mine. You cannot then be Chriſtians, to any 
but that of aggravating the judgment dus 
to your unchriſtian barbarity; if you ſee a fellows 
creature in diſtreſs and not part with ſuperſiuities 
it profit, my brethren; 
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to relieve him. M hat ſhall 
St. Luke xii, 


z 
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if 'a man ſay, be bath faith, but bath not good- 
works ? Sball faith, be able to ſave bim, ſays St. 
£2 No, no: It is an idle illuſion to hope it. 
And if g brother: or ſiſter be. naked and want daily 
food, 4. one of you ſay to them, Go in peace, be 
warm'd and fill'd, hut you give them not the things 
which are neceſſary for the body; what doth it pro- 
fit? For faith, if it bath not works, is dead. + How 
many pilgrims, ſtrangers, and poor triendleſs crea- 
tures do you not meet with, in your way, lurking 
from door to door for want of a home, their only 
reſuge from the untold train of nightly miſeries, 
ſomè open ſned, ſome bleak, damp, diſmal ruin, 
ſome miſerable ditch or dunghill. Can you then be 
faithful Chriſtians, and yet ſo. mercileſs as not to 
ſtir a hand to skreen Chriſt's ſuffering images from 
ſuch | diſtreſs; but calmly. keep one half of your 
manſions, nay r out- houſes, uninhabited, and 
leave your Fellow-chriſtians/in / a worſe condition 
than your thoeunds and! horſes? No, no: Chriſtians ; 
if I muſt call you ſo: Your: faith, if. it bave not 
works, and much better works than theſe, is dead 
to every hope of Chriſtians. 
Shall ſo many poor unhappy mortals lie linger- 
ing in a wretched-priſon, and bleed with anguiſh to 
ſes their limbs and life made uſeleſs confinement, 


their haneſt induftry obſtructed for want of liberty, 


their numerous family juſt ſtarved for want of their 
affiftance, themſelves conſuming with ſickneſs and 
the famine of a jail allowance; and ſhall you not have 


the Soul to part with a trifling ſum towards the 


releaſe of one of theſe; nay not ſo much as ſend them 
a ſpare relief, nor even conſole them with one kindly 
viſit Where then are the fruits of your Chriſti- 
anity ? Where is your faith? Or at leaſt, where are 
works to prove the ſoundneſs of your faith? 

it, think you, conſiſtent with the faith and cha- 
racter of Chriſt's Diſciples, not only to ſuffer your 
Fellow-Chriſtians, for want of that relief which you 
could give, to yield their wretched lives a ſacrifice 
oftentimes more to wringing penury than bodily 
diſeaſes, but even to leave their lifeleſs. body with - 
out interment a prey to inſulting vermin and an nui- 
ſance to the living part of human nature, rather 
than purchaſe it a coffin or pay the mercenary ſex- 
ton?s or: the parſon's ſee? Go then and boaſt your 
Chriſtianity to-ſavage brutes, ho have not the uſe 
of lantzua ge to reproach you. But brag not of your 
faith to the inhabitants of Canada: Where, if they 
do not give the dead a grave; They reſcue the life. 
leſs remains of human nature at leaſt from the infults 
of birds and beaſts of prey, by giving them a ſepulchre 
in their on bowels. Alas! What a mere inanimate 


Belief muſt not yours be, if all the precious blood 


which Jrs us ſhed for cannot influence you to 


practice theſe acts of mercy, which were ſo familiar 
TM” 7 3G 


/ 


St James si. 


to a Captive like Tobiab long ere your Saviour ſhed 
one ſingle drop for him. Ah Chriſtians |. Hear but 
this bounteous 1/raelite, who argues from exper- 
lence; and I defy you to be mercileſs, if you have 
any faith, or grace, or Bowels left. Of thy 
„ Subſtance, 2 He, * give alms; and turn not 
away thy Face from any poor perſon : For ſo 
* ſhall it come to paſs, that neither the face 
of the Lord ſhall be turn'd from thee. A; 
thou ſhal't. be able, ſo be merciful. If thou 
* have much; give abundantly: If thou have 
little; ſtudy to impart alſo a little willingly. 
Eat thy bread with the hungry and needy; and 
of thy garments cover the naked. Set th 

„ bread and thy Wine upon the burial of a juſt 
Man: That is, in other words, - forego thy 


dinner, or ſpare a part of it to procure a decent 


interment for the dead. What better can [I add 
then, Chriſtians, than his dying words? + Hear je 
tbereſore, ny Chriſtian children, bear your ſpiti- 
tual Fatber. Serve our Lord in truth; and ſect l. 
do the things which are pleaſing to him; by ſtudy- 
ing to be -merciful as alſo your Father is merciful 
Be not content with practiſing your ſelves the works 
of corporal mercy ;, but teach your children and your 
ſervants the like practice: Nay command your cbil- 
dren, that they alſo do juſtices and Alms-deeds, thit 
they be mindful of God and bleſs bim at all lines 
in truth and in all their power, by being merciſu, 
as be alſo is. merciful. | 
It is not enough, beloved, that you ſuffer not an) 
mendicant to depart unbenefitted from your gate: 
You muſt do more. You muſt not wait till the 
poor come crying to your window; Yourſelve 
muſt go in ſearch of them. Inſtead of turning out 
of doors, like mangy animals, the domeſtic vi! 
ſickens in your ſervice, the voice of corporal meſc) 
calls doubly on you to exert a charitable care of him. 
Then is the time to imitate the bounty of your mel- 
ciful Father in providing effeQually for his relief, 
calling in the nurſe, the apothecary, and, if need- 
ful, the ſurgeon or phyſician, How edifying d 
not to ſee a maſter or miſtreſs, on ſuch occaſions 
ſend from table the choiceſt morſels to a ſick do. 
meſtic | How affecting to hear them give a geneſ 


charge to all their family, that no good - office be le, 


gleQed to conſole the patient and promote his cure, 
How noble to ſee a Lord or lady at a ſervant's bea 
ſide conſoling him with promiſes of care; dillp® 
ing his apprehenſions of giving trouble or can 0s 
extraordinary expences ; [leſſening his pains un 
ſoothing advice and ſpiritual reſſections; fette 
his little temporal affairs and providing for hi 10 
nal ones! O. Chriſtians! This is being — 
indeed: This is being really parents ot fami p 
as you all ought to be to the utmoſt of your PY 
F Tabiab iv. _ +- Chap. xiv... What 
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What degradation will your honour ſuffer by ſtoo- 
ping to a viſit in a ck domeſtic's room? What 
mighty grievance to ſtep from your apartment to a 
garret to ſee him and queſtion him, whether he be 
well attended or neglected? Nothing can well ex- 
cuſe you from going thither ſometimes yourſelves, 
and leading with you, even your children, for ex- 
ample's fake, but danger of infection. But even 
then, if it be unſafe for you or yours to approach 
him; you ought to exert all your authority of pro- 
miſes or threats, that they, who are ſet about him, 
may ſupply your ſtead, with kindly meſſages from 
you and tender conduct of their w . 
If you have no objects of diſl reſs, within your 
walls, beloved; your corporal mercy need not there- 
fore be quite idle, while there are poor ſick families, 
diſtreſsful cottages, work-houſes, hoſpitals, or pri- 
ſozs in your reach. No, -Chriſtians: It you are 
truly merciful ot diſpoſition; if you are faithful in 
your love of mercy; theſe will always find you full 
employ. In all theſe there are objects crying- out 
to you inceſſantly, in notes like thoſe of holy Jos : * 
© Have mercy on us: Have mercy on us, at lea 
„ you our friends : For the hand of our Lord bath 
t toucy'd us with ſickneſs, with want of neceſla- 
© ries, with penurious captivity. Why do you, as 
* Gop, perſecute us, with neglect of our diſtreſs. 
* He may do it without injury to his mercy, to 
* corre&t or to purify us? But why are you filPd 
* with sur fleſh, by rioting in that luxurious plen- 
** ty, part of which ſhould be applied to hinder our 
* waſting away in want and miſery? Why do you 
** not rather, moved by our wants, be merciful, 
* as alſo God your FATHER is merciful ?. O 
who wrt grant us, that our words may be writ-. 
ten in your hearts? Who will give, that they 
may be drawn, by ſome compaſſionating hand, 
in a book, where you may often. be reminded of 
them, with iron pen and in a plate of lead? Or 
1 es if your breaſts are flinted into cruelty (which 
Heaven forbid! O that our cries, with, ſteel, 
« might be engraved upon that flint.“ O Chriſti- 
ans then be merciful : Harden not your hearts a- 
gainſt the wants of ſuch. Stop not your ears to 
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. cries like theſe, which every hoſpital and. priſon and 


almoſt every other cot would eccho to you; if the 
voices within were but as loud as the wants are 
great. \ * Ban S181 1 
But it is not neceſſary you ſhould hear the nce- 
dy's cries, dear Brethren: Lou know too well 
their wants, to ſtand excuſed ; if you negle& what 
is in your power to relieve, them. There are ſeve- 
ral degrees of corporal Mercy for you to aſpire to 
ere you can fulfil the great injunction, which your 


Saviour gives you in my. text, to be merci ſul 
fo your Father 72 merciful, The 2 4 
kx. ST 


A 


| faith, But in all extremities of diſtreſs, he, whole 


relief. 


to ſhare in the diſtreſſes of our fellow ereatures, b 
ſuffering ſomething with them, and giving-up the 
comforts and conveniences of life to impart to them 


heart tender, compaſſionate and eaſily touch'd with 
ſympathy for the miſeries of a neighbour. But 

this is not ſufficient to diſtinguiſh us from unbelie- 

vers: For this we often ſee even Infidels poſſeſt of. 

And therefore is it (conſider'd merely in itſelf) of 

little or no merit, becauſe generally ſpeaking more 

the gift of nature than our own acquiring. And . 
yet it is a happineſs to have this firſt degree, as it 
is one ſtep towards our acquiſition of the reſt, if 
we improve the grace of Gop within us. But 
otherwiſe it may turn- out our heavieſt curſe, if we 
are perverſe enough to render it ſuch, by being, in 
ſpite of a relenting diſpoſition, relentleſs in out 
practice. The ſecond degree then is, to improve 
our natural yieldingneſs of heart, as far as in our 
power lies, to the effectual ſuccour of every miſe- 
rable object which preſents itſelf before us; with- 
out exception of relation, friend, acquaintance, ene- 
my or ſtranger ; of, Catholic, Heretic, or Infidel ; 
of good or bad; provided our relief does not in an 
manner encourage or contribute to their perverſtly. 
For it is the diſtreſs which chiefly calls on us for 
ſuccour. Indeed in equal wants, the greater Merit 
may demand the preference; where there is not a 
probable aſſurance of gaining a freſh ſoul to Gop, 
by the inverſion :, And in this ſenſe it is that we are 
to underftand St. Paul * where he ſays: Wherefore, 
while we bave time, let us work good to All, but e- 


ſpecially to thoſe, who are of the bouſbold of the 


wants are the ſharpeſt, has the firſt right to our 


Still is it being merciful as yet. but by halves : if 
we remain unactive till our brethren's miſeries perk 
us in the face, No, if we mean to be amply mer- 
ciful as our Father alſo is merciful ; we muſt unt 
the third degree, and go in ſearch of N ex- 
ert our mercy on: We muſt prevent the wiſhes gf 
the wretched with our unexpected ſuccour ; and 
ſtudy to make the fad heart glad, before it feels the 
pain of aſking what it wants. The tourth degree 
is, not to confine the matter, of our mercy, barely 
to what we can practice with eaſe, and without 
giving-up. our comfortable conveniences, but even 


the neceſlities. of it, if ot the ſolaces,,. 80 did our 


il 


Saviour, who, for the ſake of ſeeking, viſiting and 


conſoling the needy, left himſelf without a place 


where to repoſe bis bead. +. 8 did a, St. Antbony, a 


St. Alex ius, a St. Francis and many other glorious 


ſaints, to become, after his injunction and example, , 
merciful, as alſo their Father is merciful. 


But this is-not the ultimate perfection of 'corp6- | 


ral Mercy: There is a fifth degree to reach, and 


» Galat, vi. + St, Matth. vin, * : 8 . 


which we ſhould aſpire to, to be merciful, like our 
- heavenly Father. This laſt degree then is, to be 
in conſtant readineſs to risk our very lives to fave a 
pbrother's life. Thus much have many Chriſtian 
Heroes done before us; or leaping into lakes, to 
fave a ſinking brother; or throw ing themſelves, in 
times of plague, into an infected city, to nurſe and 
ſolace the unhappy ſufferers in it. And thus, even 
in our days, Abe religious of the order for re- 
deeming Captives out of the hands of Infidel, fre- 
quently purchaſe for others at the price of their 
own freedom. Yet is this nothing more than 
Chriſt firſt did for them and us. He gave-up his 
liberty and life to reſcue us from ſlavery and death: 
And'fo, ſays bis apoſtle, We muſt do : For in this 
ave dave Inotun the charity of Go, becauſe be hatb 
yielded bis life for us: And we ought to. yield our 
lives for the brethren. | 2 
Refle& then, beloved Auditors; and fee if y 
have mounted theſe degrees of corporal Mercy, or 
which atleaſt you are arrived to. And ah! Hea- 
ven grant it be not found, upon examination, that 
you have not ſtept as yet ſo much as up one ſingle- 
one of all, unleſs perhaps it be that of a mere natural 
itendefneſs of heart; which, left thus bare and bar- 
ren of improvement, can avail you nothing towards 
Eternity, And yet all theſe degrees have n ſanc- 
tified by the practice of that Lord, who, this day, 
enjoins you to be merciful as alſo your Father is 
' A ; 
| theſe degrees; and, by the accompliſhment of the 
laſt, in dying for us all a painful ſhameful death, 
xr2ach'd to the ultimate perfection of that mercy 
which he requires tn us. 
< But alas, perhaps you'll ſay, we cannot do as 
' * much, poor miſerable creatures, as we are our- 
e ſelves Our ſtations or our circumſtances obſtruct 
e our inclinations. Some of us are feeble, ſickly, 
impotent; Others needy and diftreſt ; and moſt ot 
« us are more in want of mercy than in power to 
« practice it.” But Ah Chriſtians! Have a care 
of miſtakes. Beware of illuſions! Were but your 
hearts intirely ſound ; were but -your inclinations 
warm enough to urge you to the trial; you would 
quickly find, that all of you (fome -more, ſome leſs,) 
may ſeverally contribute your certain ſhares. You 
0 gentry ! O rich | O great-ones of the world! 
- You are without excuſe ; if you — „ 
"wearied affiduity, in the practice of corporal Works 
eee Tour ſplendor, wealth and power, 
Were given you by heaven far no other end, 
to qualify you for diſpenſers of Gop's providence 
to the poor, and to make you faithful uſeful ſtew- 
ards and putveyors to them. Was it ever, think 
vou, or could it be God's 'defign; that this eſtate, 
or thoſe heap'd coffers, ſufficient to fupply the cry- 
1 8t. Jabs ili, ö 
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He praQticed mercy in every-one of 


ing wants of thouſands, ſhould be monopolized . 


bloat the pride, and glut the luxury of one man an 


his family; while hundreds of families about hin 
are miſerably periſhing for want of common neceſ 
ſaries, in the very fight of plenty, lock*d-up or mii 
applied? No: It is infinitly beneath his di nity 
and ſhamefully inconſiſtent with a juſt idea of Gop 
exalted wiſdom and impartial goodneſs. The A 


mighty is no exceptor of perſons. He created ; 


men, to provide for all a ſufficiency alike, altho' i 


different capacities; Nor did he make them, till 


firſt prepared a world full wide enough to hold ther 
all, and plentifully ſtock'd with fruits enough t 
anſwer all their exigences. He gave that werld 
and all it's fruits to all in common; and conſe- 
quently all are naturally equal tenants in it, and al 
have equally a natural right at leaſt to a ſufficie 
of comforts as well as neceſſaries in it. And if hi 
wiſdom has theught fit to diſtribute the poſſeſſion of 
the goods of nature unequally among mankind; 
whether he did ſo poſitively, or permiſſively only, 
it matters very little to our purpoſe. Since he oe 
ted all to.live by natural means, and none to periſh 
or exiſt by en out of the common courſe f 
nature; it is plain, that He ineffably deſign'd b 
ſuch a diſpoſition, On One hand, to 2 2 4. 
dy with natural Incitements to Induſtry and La- 
bour; and, on the other hand, to ſupply you, rich- 
ones, with natural means to encourage and reward 
their Induſtry with proper equitable recompences, 
or to relieve their Impotence in time of need, with 
every neceſſary fuccour. Whenever therefore you 
refule to part with all above what will ſupply your 
real unfancied wants, to redreſs the ſufferings of 
fellow-creature in diſtreſs ; you are not only merci- 
leſs but grievouſly unjuſt: You are plunderers of 
of your neighbour's property; leeches of the poo! 
man's blood; and ſacrilegious violators of the truſi 
which in their behalf your merciful benefactor, #:- 
ther, friend and Gon repoſes in you: And, as ſuch 
you may expect one day to be arraign'd at his tre- 
mendous bar: Where juſtice without mercy will be 
to 8 bath not done mercy. * | 

But it is not neceſſary, Chriſtians, that you 
ſhould abſolutely wallow — profuſion of unneed 
ful riches, in order to be excuſeleſs for negle&'"s 
to practice the corporal: Works of Mercy. No 
Where much is given, indeed, much will be ve. 
quired. + But where that much is pot, but ſitle 
can be given. Yet poor in truth, extraordinari 
poor you muſt be; if you cannot beſtow your hum: 
ble mite. And where you have even but one po 
ſuperfluous mite to ſpare, and want the ſoul to ſpate 
it to a brother who needs it; you are as covero” 
and mercileſs as the heart-harden'd miſer, be 
hoards- up uſeleſs treaſures, or bolts and pad 

* $t. Ja nes ii. + St. Luk» xii, 


up 


his grainery- doors in time of famine.. Tis not 
— — but avarice Which ſhuts your hand 
and heart. Little or much then be what you have 
to ſpare or do, that is what corporal Mercy requires 
of you. As thou ſbe't be able, ſo be merciful, ſays 
Tobiab. If thou baue much ; give abundantly : if 
thou bave little ; fludy to impart alſo a little, wil- 
lingly. In ſhort, Chriſtians, upon reflection, you 


may all, ſome way or other, be corporally merci- 


ful. Vou, O rich, enjoy your time and ſubſtance 
at full liberty. What then ſhall hinder you from 
hunting out the miſerable in their hoyels, in hoſpi- 
tals, infirmaries and priſons; from ſearching into 
their diſtreſſes, wrongs and wants; from ſeeing 
whether or not they have juſtice done them by 
truſtees, keepers, guardians or overſeers, or what 
pleaſe to ftile them; from accoſting them with 
s of comfort, and aiding them with works of 
mercy? What tho” you be ſick, or lame, or other- 
wiſe diſabled from doing this in perſon ; you can- 
not want meſſengers to carry your ſupplies where 
wanted, or to bring to you the poor man's tale, 
You, merchants, lawyers, tradeſmen, may often 
do as much: Or where you cannot of your.own ;. 
you may by your ſolicitations procure-from. others, 
wherewith to help the poor, to redreſs the injured, 
to feed the famiſh'd, to refreſh the thirſty, to cloath 
the naked, to give the ſtranger a hoſpitable ſhelter, 
and decent burial to the beggar's corſe. All this you 
could and would do; had you the poor enough at 
heart to uſe the ſame zealous importunity among 


= your friends, which you exert on every trivial intereſt 
= of * on; nay oftentimes of others, whoſe inte- 


reſts it ill becomes you to eſpouſe : Such as the 
raiſing a ſubſcription for a wanton ball; the mak- 
ing up a purſe for ſome notorious bankrupt Rake ; 
or forwarding ſome leud Comedian's benefit. Ah 
How many Chriſtians, for purpoſes like theſe, ſhall 
wear their intereſt thread-bare with all they koow : 
yet are too delicate to incommode one boſom- friend 
with a petition in a poor-man's favour. Lou, O 
lawyers, who can yu ſo-loudly, and can plead jo 
long, in proſpect of a fee | What mighty grievance- 
would it be to you, to eſpouſe as warmly now and 
then, the rights of a poor injured-orphan, heir, or 
widow,., who has nothing more to give you than the 
poor-=one's prayer. Go then and ſay, you are not 
merciful, becauſe ou cannot be ſo; and ſee, if all. 
your quibbles wil hold you guiltleſs when vou 
—— e enen of cruelty at the Almighty's juſt 
ribunal. e 


2 Sony! Surgeons | Members of the facul--- 
yt. 


hat acts of corporal. Mercy, have you not the 


dower of exerting towards the poor in ſickneſs 
And what muſt not be your guilt, where avarice or 
indolence obſtructs your practice of ſuch good? 


* 
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What! ſhall a fellow-creature die, or be forever 
maim'd, for want of that advice which coſts you no- 
thing but a. little breath and (kill, merely becauſe he 
is too poor to glut your avarice with a fee? Ah! If 
the words of Seneca have any truth in them, as 
they certainly have, when he ſays, that He, who 


* has it in his power to fave a man from death, and 
does not_do_it;"may be ſaid to murder him; 
how rderers in this town may we not ree- 
kon-up, g ſurgeons and phyſicians ? Butchers of 


human nature ſuch ; whom therefore no judge takes 
cognizance of, becauſe they murder in cold blood 
Without a weapon to betray them. Thanks indeed 
to heaven, I know not one like theſe, among you, O 
Catholics : But on the reverſe the few, I know, are 
happily afliduous to the poor as well as rich. At leaſt 
the only one, I have experience of, is eminently ſo; 
not more the doctor than the friend of every poor- 
man, whom he viſits once in ſickneſs; no leſs care- 
ful a preſcriber to his patient's- ſoul than ſedulous 
phyſician of his body; as zealous to viſit and attend 
a beggar as a monarch}; and one, Who can fave a- 
life without a fee as chearfully as with one. Such. 
ſhould all-doQtors be: And O that all were ſuch ! 
Then ſhould it be each ſacred preacher's taſk to ut- 
ter in the Church's name, even from the ſacred 
chair, her public thanks to them, with benedictions 
for the imporiant mercy done by ihem to her poor 
helpleſs members. And then ſhould every prieſt in 
every ſacrifice ſend up his warmeſt prayers to Gn 
in their behalf. 1 13 
But what ſhall I ſay to you, O men of labour, 
care, or ſervitude, or ſlavery ? Are you exempt by 
poverty, or by ſollicitude for bread, or by your ne- 
ceſſary toils, or your captivity; from practiſing the 
Works of corporal. Mercy ? Alas! How doubly 
wretched would. not your condition be; if all the 
hardſhips you endure were 28gravated with. the 
miſery of being ſnut- out from ſuch a God-like ex- 
erciſe ? But courage, beloved little-· ones af Chriſt! 
You are none of you ſo poor, ſo impotent, but you 
may be. as merciful as the moſt wealthy: of man- 
kind : Nay more, You may be merciful as alſo your” . 
Father is merciful. You,.O working men, WhO. 
toil inceſſantly for a little bread would you but 
manage well your time; might keg more fer 4 
hours than you now enjoy, to Wore, not on tor 
your familib but a little for the helpleſs ſtranger-; > 
And would you but retrench all your idle expences ; = 
you might ſoon be ina condition, out of - your little 
honeſt gains, to ſhare à portion with the hungry, 
nak«dz harbourleſs, or ſick 4 an- ſtilſ maintain your” 
families better than - yow--aQually. do without uch 
acts of mercy. But putting it to the gyartt, if ia 
cannot: ſpare. aught to contribute cowards: buil n 


and founding hoſpitals, towards victualling or eva- 


cuating priſons 3- you may viſit and conſole the fuf— 


18 ; 


and cheriſhing them, and ng with them the ſup- 
plies which may be ſent you, Tobiab was a captive 
as well as you: Yet did he hot think himſelf there- 
fore exempt from the practice of every corporal 
Mercy, in his power to practice towards his fellow 
captives,” Even you, O beggars, have ſometimes 
more offal tlian your preſent hunger calls for; di- 
vide then your dinner with a brother who has none, 
and truſt to heaven for more; traſt to the Almighty 
acious donor of your this day's ſuſtenance, for 
mh of the morrow. Or if you have no 
meat to give; You cannot well be ſo diſtreſt but you 
may d Fetch 2 dravight of water, to refreſh a 
fainting neighbour. Do this at leaft, 'where you 
can do no more; and you ſhall receive the recom- 
pence of the merciful. For Mboſocver, ſays 
Carr,” * ſhall give drink to one of theſe little- 
ones à cup of cold whter, only in the name of a diſ- 
ciple of- mine, Amen I ſay to you, be ſball not loſe 
is reward. © n r 
II. You ſee then, beloved Brethren, how exten- 
five are the obligations of corporal Mercy: How 
plainly the practice of it (more or leſs) is within the 
reach of almoſt every perſon, ſtate and circum- 
ſtance: And that it conſiſts not in mere interior 
unactive pity, or in fruitleſs words of tenderneſs, 
but in efterball reheving to the utmoſt of your a- 
bilities, the ſeveral diſtreſſes you diſcover in your 
fellow / creatutes. What then can make you, ma- 
ny of you, ſo relentleſs to the miſeries of thoſe fel- 
lo ereatures, as to the ſhame of Chriſtianity, nay 
tb the reproach of human nature, you too often 
are? Surely you never reflect on the rewards at- 
tending on the Works ef corporal Mercy. Surely 
"you are not ſo much as ſenſible, What are the bleſ- 
d fruits which they produce, when rightly practi- 
ſed? or 'you would never be ſo deaf to the com- 
plaints of the neceſſitous, fo inſenſible to their 
diſtreſſes and loud cries; You who are yourſelves fo 
liable to the fame. Vou have the poer continually 


© at your doors, crying-out, Have pity an us: And 


can you be ſo void of pity, as to diſmiſs them every 
one empty handed; nay oftentimes loaded with in- 
juries and infults? You have them in your neigh- 

ourhood.: Fou have them in your ſtreet: You 
have them next-door to you, and many times un- 
der one common roof with you, and know that they 
are in extreme want of every neceſſary: And yet 
can you be ſo barbarous, as not to part with the 
leaſt ſuperfluity, and much leſs with one convenien- 
cy, no nor take one thought, to ſuccour them? 
Surely, Chriſtians, your bowels muſt be hard as 
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ferers in them, nurſe them, help them, try to beg 
for them. If even you are (yourſelves) in priſon, 
any: one of you, you can ſtudy to make the burden 
of your i dy 9 by chearfully viſitmg 

ari 


of them of the ſame country; many of them of the 


fluence, riches : It is that which gives you health, 


iron: Surely your hearts muſt be condenſed into Hint; 
that they are not to be affected by miſeries your- 
ſelves are liable to. Ah ! How can you be thus 
mercileſs, and know, that all theſe miſerable ob- 
jects, are men, like yourſelves; if not Chriſtians, 
and ſometimes better ones than yourſelves. Mof 


ſame town; ſeveral of them of the ſame neighbour- 
hood ; and ſome of them, perhaps, of the ſame de- 
ſcent and lineage as yourſelves ? 0 

Vou cannot be inſenſible, dear- loved auditors, of 
the ſovereign need you are in of the Almight;'s 
mercy. It is by that, that you ſubſiſt, that you 
live: It is that, which provides you neceſſaries, af- 


food and rayment; ſhelter, liberty and life: It 
that which gives and preſcrves to you your poſſeſſ. 
ons; gives proſperity to your induſtry; pourveys 
for you, for your children and your family: And 
was that to deſert you; you and yours would ſtrai 
become as wretched as the moſt miſerable of the 
diſtreſſed objects, who call on you for mercy oſten. 
times in vain. Ah Chriſtians! Record then thi: 
thing in your bearts with Jeremiah: * That it is0v- 
ing to the mercies of our Lord, that we are not conſi- 
med (with want and miſery, like many others: H.. 
cauſe bis . commiſerations have. not fail'd. Lea 
therefore compaſſion of him, and prove yourſe|ve 
his children by being merciful, as alſo your Father 
is merciful.” | 

You daily ſtand in need of Gop's mercy, for tht 
ſupplies of nature for the day; and you are fo cor 
ſcious of it, that give ur this day, our daily bread 
is your quotidian prayer. You ſtand in conſtant 
need of his utmoſt mercy for the forgiveneſs of your 
ſins, which are daily ſtruggling to obſttuct his de, 
mency, and incenſe his juſtice againſt you: 4 
you are ſo ſenſible of it, that forgive us our treſ- 
paſſes is therefore your daily cry. But how ca 
you hope for mercy from Gop, if you are void ol 
mercy to one- another? If he exerts not his com- 
miſeration; what power can provide for your be 
ceſſities? By what prayer of yours can you hepe © 
ſollicit the divine ſupplies? Or by what act can fe. 
merit-it, which will not ſtand in need of being bel 
purified by his mercy'? Know therefore that 49 0 
calls on abyſs, mercy tis the ſureſt means 0 _ 
tracting mercy, It is your Gop and Saviour — 
ſelf who tells you ſo: Bleſſed are the mercifu E 
tbey ſball find mercy. 4 Whereas the Wal by 
commuſeration towards your fellow-creatures in 1 4 
life will exclude yourſelves, in the other, from - ; 
ry effect of mercy for a whole eternity. So ſays 
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Apoſtle St. James: || Judgment without nete 
bim, who bath "not done mercy. 


"+ Pjalm. xli. 
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* Lameit, ii. 
[| St James ii. 


O the bleſſed fruits of corporal ae » Chriſti. 
ans; not only to eſcape the rigours of ob's juſt 
judgment due to us, but even to be aſſured of his 
— 8 both here and hereafter! True 
piety conſiſts in a perfect love of Gan manifeſted 
in works of mercy to his creatures: And 4 E 

Pſalmift, * Blæſſed it the man, who co 
5260 the needy and {be he: In tbe evil day, 2 


2 willy reſe ſerve 22 2 


* 18 


Proverbs, t for the advice he there gives us; Let —— 
Mercy and truth deſert . thee, | ſays he, 2 
about thy threat, and ole them in thet ables 

beart : And — t find grace and good di 15 
before God and men, In fact the rewards of the 
merciful are not put- off to a future ſtate, but even 
anticipated in this. The man who is aſſiduous in 
the Works of corporal Mercy to hi egos 
tures is a kind of virtuous trader, w 7245 15 
his ſubſtance on others, is ſure to receive, the ple 
of their affeQions as a ſecurity hoth for principal 
and intereſt ;, which he ſeldom fails to receive. in 


time of need. hag 
1 7 2 . of this: During the perſecution 
tes S$:nnacherb, the ; merciful 77 

12 1 nfl 2 captive, {till continued his p1 7 7 

pf going la. to all who were. in FOI 5 
NE them who ark admanitions : Nay, 
went through bis Zindred Captiyes, comfarted. i em, 
end divided 10 every-pne, as be was able of his goads : 
The hungry he nouriſh'd; 1% the. naked 4 rn — 
oath and the de and tbem "who were fla 
125 ene And O. the 7 5 he Cc lt 


doing all ibis, in 98 
1 0 tyrant's s will 1 ng 31 
What evils, has the merciful to fear? 
1 Gop is with, who ſhall | be againſt? 7585 
ab”s merc 200 im /o mach grace before Gop 
and man, t ot all Sennacherib's s authority could 
rn, to aaa this one captive in his kingdom. 
e Dea bim ind 2 0 55 ta be ſlain, and took all bis 
125 7 bl 0 758 had., too well. laid -· out 


us, not to a, greater, 

. epi, gp of the he rac of 2 me he 
ons ot ingavith 

Ae * big wy 725 1 5 — 12 6 Aerauſe Me 
pved bim. [PRE the fruits ; cofpar 
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Ah Chriſtians! Take then advice, from the ex- 
perienced; ® 7 your ſubſlanee give alms, and turn 
not away your face from any pooy * of cal 


your bread with the bungry our 
garments cover the Learn „ er four 5 cad an 


your wine upon the burial of 775 
as you ſball he able, ſe 20% if you hone much ; 


give a undantly: you bave little udy to impart 
alſe a little, willingly, Far you 2. re- up to N. 

elves a good reward in the 45 of. 9 
alms delivereth from al cas death 7 


127 
will not ſuffer the ſoul ta ga in 


* 


In ſhort, 


kneſs. _ | 
confidence in a word, before high 
alms-be ” all who & it. 898 Fans! — 


greater {ruits then can you with for in this life? To 
what better advantage can you lay-out your little 
fortunes, than to purchaſe 7 90 LEE from 
ſin and death; to be ſecute againſt want ; to be 
fafe under the Divine protection, in the good - will 
of all your fellow - creatures, 9 be even beloved by 
many; and not only to have intereſt capital 
made-up to you, * farther to be enrich'd with 


treaſures i in the end? 


> Oh 


ec « feral cite! mri many e not ſee r. 
— 9 and all . extre ties of 2 
ce 2 by 30 Wache their = wh Ol 


calamity Es 


co 55 7% e ſues int it py 
90 /h and . ea 2 th 8 
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unchriſtian puſillanimiry and e oa not Fol 
* of faith and mercy becoming 8 
What, wo re 71 . 97 
to by your frater 27 

ver tirne of 1 
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worldly friends | What ? 75 now thou 


wart cam- 
. to be ſlain, bec,E! 
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4% Heut the wi ee 55 
rte did tap t 545 ent of death; and 
55 1 bury the Far? Its bes Chriſti- : 


ans Tobiab is not ſo 1 fri 


2 
more than the kin 1 8 Ta bodies 7 them 
dae were Hain, bi Lt 7 7 5 
ay 


1 hauſe a 27 
9 by buried: them, 273 0 5 
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«land laying bim down' to fleep, bit dung out of a 


cc wall 0 . neſt fell upon bis eyes and blinded 
% bim?* | 


"Ah } What indeed has thy mercy avail'd thee, - 


O hapleſs god man l Where is thy bepe now: for 
which thou did'ſt beſtow —4 and N * 
- Thy bope is become 'manifeſtly vain, and thy alm: 

re 01 thallow " lighted- 


have now appear d } But | 
& mortals, replies the holy-man. Speak nof ſo : Be- 
e cauſe we are children of boly-ones, and look for 


*" that life which Gop will give to them who ne- 


«© ver change their faith from bim to earthly pro- 
ed. Know then that, if I Have loſt my cor- 


4 potal eyes, I have gain'd a double light of ſoul, 


&* to ſee more clearly into the future mercies of the 
«© Gop who viſits me, Ves, I ſee more clearly 
“ than ever that thou art Juſt, O Lord; and all thy 
& judgments are juſt, and all thy ways mercy and 
«© 7ruth and Judgment Therefore do I truſt 
* that I ſhall not only feel thy merey in the life to 
i come, but find it anticipated even in this. We lead 
&« indeed at preſent, a poor life ; "but we ball yet 
& have many good things, if we continue to er 
* .Gop."? ** ro Ar 3 
0 Chriſtian Auditors ! Should I attempt to 
make you reaſon thus in time of trial would 12 
not many of you, think, I trifled with you? And 


yet fo far is this from trifling, ſo far was this good 


patriarch from reaſoning wrong, that this very trial 
itſelf was ſent him as a mercy, for his greater pu- 
rification : And GoD, in his good time, diſpatch'd 
no leſs a perſonage than one of his archangels, to 
gefiver Him from it; to reſtore to him every earth- 


ty comfort; and to aſſure him of his eternal favour. 


Ir an aſſured proof of this, take the celeſtial meſ- 
ſenger's own words: Praiſe ye the Gop of hea- 
ven, and before all who live confeſs to him; be- 
* cauſe he hath done mercy with you... When 
Thou C Tobiab) did'ſt pray with tears, and did'ſt 
bury the dead, and left thy dinner, and did'ſt 
_ * hide the dead by day in thy houſe, and by 

night did'ſt bury them; I offer d thy prayer to 
our Lord. And becauſe thou was't acceptable 
© to Gov, it was neceſſary that temptation ſhould 
© ſhould prove thee. And now our Lord ſent 
me to Cure thee.“ Hr Go, then Chriſtians, and 
 ©lay, ic vou can, that the fruits of corporal Mercy, 
even in this" fe, are not = and certain, when 
. Reatily*purſued:* Go, doubt or deny, if you be able, 
that great confidence before Gop moſt bigh, 5 
alm be to all them who do it, and are merciful-as 
alfo their Father is merciful. ; 


And if ſuch and fo great, beloved Brethren, are 


the anticipated ffuits which a ſteady purfuit of the 


| poral Works of mercy, abound with, even in this 


eb vi, t dit Ibid. id. || Chap. ii 
Cheap. iv, ++ Chap. xi. Sail 
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liſe; O think! How ample, and how glorious mull 
not thoſe be which are reſerved for the mercifut in 
the life to come? O what tranſporting joy muſt it 
not be fcr them, to hear the Lord of mercy inviting 
them to his embraces, amidſt an innumerable choir 
of angels, with theſe endearing accents, Come ye bleſ- 
ſed of my Father, poſſeſs you the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world. And 
tis peculiarly to them that Jes us will addreſs him. 
ſelf. © In proof of which I cannot forbear repeating 
here the words of the venerable Peter of Ravens. 
3 the kingdom of heaven, ſays be, before all the 
Mangels at the general congreſs of mankind, reſul. 
citatedꝭ no mention is made by the Almighty of 
an Ab*Þs ſufferings, of a Noab's labours or the 
* Preſervation of the world, nor of the legiſlative 
* toils of a Moſer, nor yet that a Peter was cruci- 
6 fied like his Saviour. No, no: All which is 
«heard is, that the poor bas been fed. In ſhort, al, 
5 'welhear him take notice of is, Iwas hungry and 
yon gave me to eat, Twas thirſfly and y9u gave me 
* to'drink, &c. For he alone, who is merciful, i 
* worthy of mercy.” In fact, the obſervation of 
this venerable writer is very true. The whole work 
of our beatification, is the work of divine mercy: 
And this mercy of God is —_ the recompence 
of the 1 practice to our fellow - creatures for 
his ſake. For if we read the deſcription which ]:- 
sus gives us of it in the xxvth of St. Matthew ; 
we ſhall find, that the glory and bliſs, which Gov 
beſtows on his elect, are not given them as a premi- 
um of their learning, wiſdom, patience, fortitude, 
ſufferings, abours; 6c any other virtues than thelt 
mercy, which is the ſoul and ſovereign'of them al. 
And therefore he ſays not: You were wiſe, you 
« were knowing, you were laborious ; you vrt 
* for me, you ſpoke for me, you fought for me; 
** you faſted for me, you pray'd to me, you fuffer'd 
im my name.” No, no; All this is paſt over in 
ſilence, for what is far more materiel « I wi 
hungry, and you gave me to edt: I'was | 
and you gave me to drink, I was' a Rranger * 
** youtook me in: Naked and you cover'd me; 


and you viſited me. I was in priſon and yo! 


came to me. For Amen I ſay to you, as long 2 
vou did it to one of theſe my leaſt brethren, Jou 
did it to me.“ It is theit mercy then, above 
their other virtues, which will entitle the ſaints to 
the eternal bliſs, which is prepared for them. 
bleſſed"virtue, which can entitle vs to ſuch immenſe 
rewards ! Ah Chriſtians! Can you then believe n 


theſe rewards, and not afpire to them, by ſtuch, 


ing to be merei ful at alſo your Father is mercifu 4 
No, Beloved : It is ſurely impoſſible.” It is der 


ogt- 
tory to your piety and hopes: It is inconſiſtent with 


your faith > It is irreconcilable with your 89% 
«naw... oo 


aw @ © 


ſenſe. . Give me leave then to draw to a concluſi- 


on, by briefly obſerving to you what are the eaſi- 


eſt beſt means, to render your practice of the cor- 
poral works of Mercy truly beneficial to others, 
truly fruitful to yourſelves. ; 

III. The 2 then, Chriſtian Auditors, 
which theſe godlike Works are capable of yielding 
| both to you who beſtow them, and to thoſe who 
receive them, very greatly depend on the circum- 
ſtances of quantity, quality, manner, time, . place 
and motive. The ng Fo be only determin'd 
by every-one's ability. More undoubtedly is re- 
quired by AlmightyGod from the rich than from the 
poor; more from the great and powerful, than from 
the little and inſignificant. The widows gift was 
acceptable, tho' but a mite; and a few pence now and 
then may be ſufficient from a labouring man, who 
has a large family; nay leſs may be accepted from 
an abſolute mendicant; when large ſums ſhall be 
fruitleſs from one, who has much larger to ſpare. 
Nor is any-one of theſe to content himſelf with do- 
ing an act of mercy to an indigent neighbour for 
once and away. No, ſays a reverend author, He 
© loſes all the benefit of his former works of mercy, 
* who thinks it enough that he has given a hungry 
* neighbour once wherewith to eat. Whereas he 


„ ſends before him to the throne of Gop ample 


* proofs of his mercy, who never. diſmiſſes a poor 
* man ſad from before him.” For our mercythen 
to be effectual, it muſt be laſting and ample as our 
abilities. We muſt relieve all we can; as far as 
we can, without grievous detriment to ourſelves 
and families; as long and often as we ean, and 
their neceſſities require. any e 
Again to make our works of metcy truly benefi- 
cial to others, and a rational ſervice to Gon in us, 
we muſt weigh well the quality of our works, a 
the quality of the objects on whom we practice 
them, to give to the poor our tainted ' meats, our 
uldy bread, our ſour'd liquors, or other pro- 
viſions too bad for ourſelves or families to eat fit not 
bad enough for domeſtic animals to refuſe) inſtead 
of being an act of mercy, is à cruel inſult to their 
diſtreſſes. If we have any thing to beſtow; it ſhould 
be of the beſt; or, at leaſt, nothing worſe than we 
could comfortably feed-on ourſelves. Remember; 
Chriſtians, that what you give to the poor, y 
give to Chriſt : For as long at you did it to bas 
theſe my little-ones, ſays he, you did" it 10 me. 
Judge you then whether it can be mereiful, na de- 
cent, or not rather impiouſly cruel, to offet to row 
Cuxtsr the mouldy tainted remains of your luxu- 
ry. Ah! For ſhame, Chriſtians, ' be merciful as 


becomes Chriſtians to be. Be e at alſo you 
Father is merciful. He gave not to'y b th aku 
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of nature, but the flower of it. He even gives you 


the bread of angels his Son's ſacred body. Give 
then, when you do give, what becomes a Chriſtian 
to beſtow, and a Chriſtian to partake of. Uſe your- 
ſelves to the good habit, at your feaſts and enter- 
tainments, of ſending your unneceſſary diſhes, to ſome 
of the poor families in your neighbourhood, whom 
you know to be ſtarving amidſt a number of young 
children, while you have an abundance even to 2. 
ſurfeit : And take care that they be not the worſt 


at your table. Remember that the poor, if they 


are well, have a palate to reliſh what is good, and a 
ſtomach to reject what is nauſeous as well as you: 


dregs of their Mop However hey may call it 
mercy, I can think it nothing better than palliated 
W ; whoſe ou title to eſcape the ſcourge of 


then wwe do 4 work mercy, we ate 
0 the purpoſe, if we go not weigh 


right, When I talk of the quality of the objeR, 1 
would not be underſtood 'to mean his perſonal me 
nit of demerit as, mar; but the quality of his dil- 
temporal ſubſtance of no man is infinit, nor exten- 
ſive enough, to ſupply the neceſſities of all whom he 
knows, or may know, to be in real want; and muc 

leſs will it fuffice to give to all who really feel, an 

0 all wh it diſtreſs, Whatever then is 


is As Coon Sil, Whore ths 
244 *. 8 e . 9. - 
' Vents n impoſtor is robb'd from ſome of thoſe 
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whoſe miſery is undiſguiled. I cannot then but think cotporal mercy a means of ſpiritual relief, an in- 
it an important part of the merciful man's duty, not 1 ſtrument to bring their ſouls to Gob. Take thence 


only to do all the mercy he can, but even to uſe 
his utmoſt diligence that his mercy may not be 
-— miſapplied : And therefore it ſurely muſt be a fault 
whenever through indolence of mind we negle& 
that duty. Since, by ſo doing, ſuch of us as are 
ſtewards for the poor are cruel in our mercy, and 
become acceſſary to fraud, to the diſadvantage of 
the real needy ; befides encouraging the inſolence 
of ſuch trading beggars : Whereas, when we have 
done our beſt to find the real poor, our conſcience 


is diſcharged ; and, though we be impoſed upon, 


our mercy is the ſame as if it had been ever ſo well 
applied. According to the objects which preſent 
hemſelves before us, our mercy may be matter of 
preference, of equality of choice, of ſuſpence,. or of 
 fuch neceſſity as cannot be diſpenſed with: And 
this we can never diſtinguiſh rightly, without ſome 
conſideration of the quality of the objects. | 
1 mean not, however, by this, Chriſtians, that 
we are not to afford the poor any relief, till we 
have firſt ſeverely tortured 1145 with abundance of 
croſs-queſtions. No: A perſon of any penetration 
will ſtand in very little need of theſe to find-out the 
real objects. Neither is it, but very ſeldom, of any 
farther ſervice than to tempt the perſon we interro- 
gate to lie and impoſe upon us the more. Mercy 
to be mercifully practiced muſt be accompanied with 
_ affability and tenderneſs of manners: Otherwiſe it 
is making the poor dearly purchaſe the -relief we 
give them ; if, by the number of our queſtions, 
tze ſeverity of our words, or the roughneſs of our 
looks, we make a fale of our mercy at the price of 
" the bluſhes we put them to. No: Our gifts mult 
ze beſtowed with readineſs and gaiety of counte- 
ance, as St. Pay! adviſes, not out of ſadneſs, or out 
neceſſity or Gop loveth a NN giver. at 
nd this is the only way in reality to be merciful as 
alſo our Father is merciful, He gives not his be- 
nefits to us in a reluctant or reproachful manner. 
Away then, Chriſtians, with all inſults to the poor. 
Whether you give, or give them not; whether you 
think them worthy of your aid or not; diſmiſs 
them without injuries, without reproaches of po- 
verty, of lazineſs, of the number of their children, 
nd other ſuch like taunts, which often embitter the 
rehef you 8 render their burden of mendi- 
city in alerable. Remember to deal your metcy to 
them 2s Go. deals his to you: Who, give 79 all 
e braideth not. F/ 
But if you with, dear chriſtian audience, to have 
| dees works of corporal mercy doubly uſeful to your- 
felves, and to thoſe in whoſe behalf you practi 
them; gur manner of beſtowing relief be no 


: 
S 4 


5 hos 2 * ix. +: St. James 1.— 


let | | 
auh affable but cdiffing and religious: Make your 


occaſion to inſtru the poor in the chief points of 
Chriſtian faith and morals. Teach them to ſearch 
into the true cauſes of their diſtreſſes: Exhort them 
to examin, whether that extreme poverty has not 
been the effect of extravagant debauchery ; whe. 
ther this illneſs be not the child of gluttony, luſt, 
or enmity, or rage; whether that other diſorder 
be not the puniſhment of pride, ambition, or ſome 
other ſinful vehement paſſion. Remind them with 
holy Fob, * Gop is greater than man, and 
how, that he may turn a man from thoſe things, 
which be doth amiſs, and may deliver bim frm 
pride, be rebuketh bim alſo by ſorrow in the bed, and 
maketh all his bones ts wither. And, finally, ex- 
hort him to acknowledge the juſt judgment of God 
and to follicit his mercy by crying-out in the midſt 
of his diſtreſs, I have ſinn'd, and indeed ] bade of- 
fended ; and, as I was worthy, I have not receiv.- 
ed. + Thus will you render your corporal faccour 
truly merciful by making it ſpiritually ſo ; and thus 
will you go a great ſtep towards being merciful as al. 
fo your Father is merciful. For thus did he prafiiſe 
in all his corporal cures: Thus did he make reliet 
inſtructive to one, ſaying, If thou can'ft believe; 
all things are poſſible to bim who believeth; t and 
thus did he with wholeſome advice diſmiſs another, 
Behold; Thou ar't whole: Sin no more, left ſone 
aworſe thin bappe n thee. | Ek ; | 
But farther, Jeareſt Chriſtians, your mercy wil 
run the greateſt risk of being generally miſmanaged, 
if you conſult not time and place in praQiſing the 
corporal works of it. Time then you ſhould con- 
ſult, not only in the works themſelves, but for the 
very means to practiſe them. There are object 
which require your relief; yet, anon may do as . 
as now, the morrow as well as the preſent day: 
But there are others, whom it is of the moſt ur- 
gent neceſſity to reſieve immediately. Not feed- 
ing, not curing, not probing, not dreſſing tbe 
wounds of this man immediately, you negative) 
kill him. Without this immediate good office, thit 


man will be infallibly thrown into a jail, and bis fa 
mily thereby ruin'd. This other young creatule 
is in the extremes of danger; if you flee not _ 
directly to her aſſiſtance, her honour is loſt. 0 
nd 


* : 


To then to this priſon, or to that ſick man, ve" 


ele objects are relieved, is mercy ill-timed 3 
[ ro Wa Loch want bread, others want work. 
Tho was i to-day, the other not tilt to-moro”” 
One wants it but once; another for a continuance 
Time therefore and place muſt dire& your 2 
to make it orderly in the relief of each ee 
their ſeveral degrees of want. One time, 0. 
give your benefaction in public, you give 2 

*- Chap. xxxii, + Job xxxii. f 85 gr 
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happy ſufferer a greater pain, than you remove, by 
the confuſion you put him to. Another time your 
mercy will be double, if you give it in public; ei- 
ther by ſetting others example to contribute their 
ſhares to the relief of a diftreſs you cannot yourſelf 
wholly remove; or elſe by cauſing edification at leaſt 
in the ſpectators, who jeeing your good works, will 
glorify your Father wha is in Heaven. And theſe 
— are the only views in which your mercy, to 
be truly Chriſtian, can be done. And then, as St. 
Gregory obierves, Our actions are to be in pub- 
* lic ſo as that our intention may ſtill retain it's in- 
e ward privacy.“ ; 

Thus far < of is plain, that the perfection of 
our corporal works of mercy greatly depends _ 
their being rightly timed and rightly placed. And 
full as evident it is, beloved, that a proper manage- 
ment of time and place will greatly contribute to fa- 
cilitate to you ſuch works of mercy. You have not 
wherewith yourſelves to relieve effectually the real 
neceſſitous. Join then your mites together; erect 
ſocieties of charity; and, by this means, the mites 
of many will produce a treaſure for the poor. O! 
What a ſhame is it not, that in ſo wide a land there 
ſhould not be ſufficient charity among all Jous 
Chriſt's beſt difciples, to found and ſupport above 
one poor ſociety of this nature ; that even the one 
ſubſiſting ſnould not be enabled by you to afford the 
poor above a few ineffectual ſhillings, a fortnight's 
fcanty firing, or a week's. penurious proviſions ; 
and that the needy muſt even periſh for want of 
fuch a faint ſupply, but for the dear-miſs'd gifts of 
many a labouring man, who generouſly ſpates it 
out of the frugal gains on which his humble fami- 
ly's ſupport depends: While many of you who roll 
mm wealth pretend you know not where to beſtow 
your * 5 ey) ama of you are at leaſt enjoy- 
ing comfortable affluence, yet c u have not to 
beſtow in alms HOT OT 

O Chriſtians I If you have not alms to give; you 
foon may have. You then, who have ate and 
yet are moneylefs at the year's end! Lay but a 
charitable tax on your eſtates, and appropriate a 
certain portion of your. rents, when you receive 
them, to carry to priſons, hoſpitals, and poor men's 
houſes; or to diſtribute among the prieſts you 
know for that effect: And I wi miſe you in 
the name of Go, that you ſhall be at the year's 
end, more rich than you are now. You who have 
no eſtates | Lay-by, each month, a portion of your 
kttle gains, for the poor; and you ſhall find your 
ſubſtance, like the widow”s jar of oil, overflowing. 
Give of what you reſerve by this-means to thoſe for 
whom you are loudly importuned by the diſpenſers 


of Gop's myſteries to you and of his | vidence to 


them. In ſhort, beloved, be merciful: Be lar ly fo, 


a alſo your Father is. Remember that be who foros. 


with the falfe notion, that'charity 
does impoveriſh. Rather does 'the 
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ſparingly ſhall reap but ſparingly : Whereas bt» 
who ſows in bleſſings, of bleſſings alſo ſhall reap. * 

I have but one thing more to add, beloved bre- 
thren: And that indeed is of as much importance 
as any thing I have hitherto offered to you. As yet 
I have given you only the ſtraQture of corporal 
mercy, without the roof ; the body without the 
foul. An edifice is of no uſe, till it be cover d: 80 is 
the frame of every creature a mere uſeleſs, lifeleſs 
lump without a ſoul : And ſo is every virtue a mere 
fruitleſs thing without a virtuous motive. For your 
mercy then to be like that of yourceleſtial Father, 
uu motive in the practice of it muſt be pure and 

oly as his. GoD in the mercies he exerts to all 

his creatures has nothing elſe in view but ſovereign 
good. He has no mtereſt in them : But the com- 
munication of his love, for his eternal glory's ſake 
and their advantage, is his diſintereſted motive for 
all the good he does them. Such too muſt be the 
motives of your mercy. * Your corporal works of 
mercy muſt not be done out of mere fentiments of 
humanity ; of, natural compaſſion ; of fancy, liking, 

entage or friendſhip ; nor with a view of earthly 
intereſt. For that is acting more like men, fike mere 
philoſophers, or worldly politicians, than like Chriſti- | 
ans. *T1s being merciful more as mortals than as your 
heavenly Father. Your motives muſt be folely to 
pleaſe Gop and draw down his mercy on yourſelves 
and thoſe to whom you are merciful: Your ſove- 
reign end muſt be to do the will of Gop; to ſeek 
his praiſe and glory; and to copy after him in be- 
ing merciful, as alſo be is merciful. And, if views 
like thefe have not the ſovereign aſcendant in your 
hearts, and all your acts of bounty, be aſſured, 
your mercy will at leaſt be fruitleſs, if not often- 
times pernicious. Away then, Chriſtians, away 
with thoſe vain, empty motives of wanting, like the 
Phariſees, to be cried-up for mi alms-givers ; 
of giving becauſe this or that perfon will ſee or 
know it; betcauſe'this or that perſon gave, and you 
will not be feen to do leſs than others. Much more 
away with thoſe dark diabolic purpoſes of doing 
mercy for ſome vicious end, to enſnare, to over- 
reach, or to betray. Ong 8 

To conclude, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians, Be ye 
merciful, as alſo your Fut ber is merciful. Exer- 
ciſe yourſelves in all the duties I have here poi 


out to you, as belonging to the corporal Works of 


mercy, in the moſt perfect and extenfive*manner 
our abilities will allow. Let God be the pure ſole 
vereign end of your: beneficence, who is to be 
your only recompenſer. Never 1 yourſelves 
dr mercy often 

Almighty ge- 


nerally crown it with rewards of z e in this 


life. Nay be aſſured, that in this world or in dhe 
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next, and very probably in both, you will receive 
abundantly more mercy than you do or can do to 
others. Gop never lets himſelf be overcome in 
| by any of his creatures; but multiplies his 
benefits infinitly beyond our ſervices or merits. Do 
you give a little periſhable food to a hungry per- 
ſon ? Gop will do infinitly more for you in return: 
He will nouriſh you with his own unchangeable eſ- 
- ſence. Do you give ſo much as a cup of cold water 
to one of his thirſty little-ones? You give it to 
him; and, Amen, he ſays, You ſhall not + our 
reward, for he will refreſh you with himſelf the 
living fountain? Do you cheriſh, and labour to re- 
ſtore the ſick to their health ? Gop will beſtow on 
you an eternity of life. Do you miniſter burial to the 
dead? Gop will bury your offences in oblivion, and 
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place you among the living for ever. Do you cloath 


n 


On the Second SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 
Being within the OcTave of the Feaſt of the BLESSED SACRAMENT. 


| St. LUKE xiv. 16. 

A certain man made a great ſupper and called many 
« + » And they began all at once to make excuſe 
... Then the maſter of tbe bouſe, being angry, 
fay'd... . Nene of . thoſe men who were call'd 
ſpall taſte my ſupper. © | 


* natural interpretation of this Goſpel, re- 
vered Chriſtians, is ſufficiently obvious from 
the words of the preceding verſe, which gave oc- 
caſion to our Bleſſed Saviour to introduce the 
important doQrin contained in my text, The 
words I ſpeak of are the overflowings of efficaci- 
. ous grace in the ſoul of a perſon, who ſat at table 
with Chriſt, - and who, powerfully, touch'd with 


the rapturous things he was uttering concerning the 


future recompence of the juſt, cry*d-out, in an extaſy 
of admiration and hope, Bleſſed be who ſhall eat 
bread.in the kingdom of God! * Inconſequence of 
- which. our divine redeemer, to ſuit. himſelf to the 


weak capacity of man, compares God's goodneſs - 


towards the ſaints in his kingdom to that of @ cer- 


tain man who made a great ſupper. By the food 


then, the ſubſtantial delicacies, the exquiſit vi- 
ands, hinted at in the preſent Goſpel, is to be un- 
derſtood the bread of glory, which the bleſſed (hall 


St. Lute. xiv, 15. 


the naked? Ah! bare as you are of virtues, he witl I, 
dreſs you here with the garments of his grace, and rec 
fit you for the rich robes of his heavenly glory, of 
Do you give the ſtranger a hoſpitable ſhelter in it 
your manſions? Ah! What is that to the ſhelter he thi 
deſigns you in the everlaſting manſions of his inef. for 
fable bliſs ? Thither then direct your courſe : Bey. pal 
merciful, as alſo your Father is merciful; that Is 1 

when you are ripe for his inheritance, you may is 
claim it as his children, and his eternal Son may in- ſpe 
vite ye to it and ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my Father mi: 
poſſeſs the kingdom which was prepared for yu dea 
from - the foundation of the world. Which Thou, me 
O ſacred Three-in-one, even ſo diſpoſe, we ear- and 
neſtly beſeech Thee: In the name, &c. — 
that 

ſo | 

wil 

ly 

are 

con 

| it c 
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feed upon, and be ſatiated with for ever in the ti 85 I 
ſion and enjoyment of Gop and his bliſs in Heavet part 
Nor ſhall we think it improperly compared to a {up of 4 

per, if we conſider, that it is the happy concluſio! at. 
of all the ſufferings of. life endured for the love of — | 
 Gop, as the evening-meal is of all the labour — 
the day which have been endured for ſelf- preſeria. — 
tion. Now, this ſacred ſumptuous banquet was 0! _r'o 
deſign'd for a few particulars only, your Savio your 
tells you. No, beloved: It was Telign'd for al Ts ok 
men, and all men are invited to it. But ah! Ho How 
many are fooliſhly prevail'd upon ungrarefully ' the þ 
plead the moſt trivial excuſes, to reje& the grace isa p 
call of their beneficent Lord to their ſovereign c many 
ly good | One is detain'd by his inordinate plet- cant 
ures; another by ſordid intereſt ; and others 4 from 
| wedded to their caſe, and their luxury. Let? vena 
hope, all vainly flatter themſelves, that then ſexe- what 
ral worldly attachments will hold them excuſed quenc 
the ſight of Gov. But how groſly do they 1 leſs t} 
themſelves | For none of theſe men, who wer?! * of the 
call'd, and have peglected the call, ſtall toft you, t 
ſupper, ſays the T,ord. Thus much f6r the? ego" taſte » 
ry of our Goſpel, as far as it relates to the ef * It is 
There is however another alluſion in it full 2 ou, ( 
tural as the former? and it regards the ſoveretg" 101 


| means by which that bliſsful end ſhould be oo 
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I mean the bleſſed feaſt of love which our divine 
redeemer has prepared for us in the life-giving food 
of his precious body and blood; which contains in 
it not only a foretaſte but even all the aſſurances of 
the boundleſs never-ending bliſs to come, and amply 
foreſtalls them to all who worthily partake of it. To 
artake of this coſtly regale then all human nature 
is invited. Alas ! what a ſhame and pity therefore 
is it not, that ſo great a majority of this favour'd 
ſpecies ſhould, through ignorance, infidelity, or 
misbelief, have render'd themſelves deaf to the en- 
dearing calls of God to this invaluable entertain- 
ment ; where Seraphims might covet to be gueſts 
and where mankind alone are privileged to fit} But 
ah! How much greater a ſhame and pity is it not, 
that, even, among Chriſtians, Cathohc Chriſtians, 
ſo many ſhould be found, who when in honour, 
will not underſland ! * What a dreadful melancho- 
ly ſight is it not to ſee ſome of you, beloved, who 
are ſo eſpecially invited to this divine repaſt and ſo 
convinced of the immenle treaſure of celeſtial riches 
it contains, not only void of defire to partake of the 
Godlike bene faction, but even beſotted enough to 
ſpurn at it? Alas! Do you never refle&, that all 
the excuſes you have to alledge will but augment 
the matter of your condemnation? 'Vain will all 
pleas of earthly buſineſs care or pleaſure be to ex- 
tenuate the guilt of your negle&; when as your 
Saviour tells you, None, who are call d and neglect 
to anſwer the call, ſball taſte of bis divine ſupper. 
It is even ſo, dear Klon Citi Tn in 
particular is this ſpoken; that warn'd by the folly 
of others and the evil conſequences of it, 

may learn to avoid their fate. But ah! What 
pains do you take to avoid it? How often have you 
deen and are invited to partake of the banquet of 
Gop's glory, by anticipation, in the delicious ſup- 
per of the euchariſt, where God himſelf is both 
your feeder and food? And yet what reluctance 
do not many of you ſhew to accept the invitation! 
How difficult is it not to induce you to approach to 
the holy Sacraments, even once a year; tho' there 
is a poſitive precept to urge you to it} And how 
many of you muſt be even forced by eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures; rouzed by the moſt ſtinging reproaches 
from Gop's miniſters! And with-fome of you, e- 
ven all will not do. Alas, beloved! Do you know 
what you are about? Do you conſider the conſe- 

quences of your perverſity in this neglect? It is 
leſs than your eternal excluſion from the Benefits 
of the divine banquet you are invited to. 7 ay to 
you, that none of thoſe men, who were calbd, ſhall 

taſte my ſupper. | | 
It is foreign to my preſent purpoſe to convince 
Pons Chriſtians, of the greatneſs of the divine bene- 
on, by proving to you the reality of Chrift's 

*. Fſalm xlviii. | 


„ hunger in the next.” 
FR. on 71 ” 1611 ' | " 
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preſence in this holy Sacrament. No: You are 
Catholics and know it too well not to be excuſeleſs 
in every neglect of it. As therefore you ſtand not 
in any need of arguments to believe'in this adora- 
ble myſtery; and as I ſhall elſewhere “ propoſe 
it in an irreſiſtible light to thoſe who as yet do 
not believe, I ſhall wholly confine myſelf to ſuch 
Arguments as may induce you to render your belief 
beneficial to you, by acting in conformity with 
what you do believe. 

Upon ſerioufly weighing then the words of my 
text, I draw three eternal truths from them, firſt, 
that the favour done you in this divine inſtitution 
of the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt is of the 
higheſt nature; and conſequently, that your ingra- 
titude in rejecting or neglecting it is of the deepeſt 
dye. Secondly, that every excufe you can bring, 
excepting moral impoſſibility, is trivial and there- 
fore cannot hold you blameleſs in rejecting it. And 
thirdly, that the negle& of approaching to the di- 
vine Euchariſt may be attended with an eternal ex- 
pulſion from the banquet of his glory, who is con- 
tain'd therein; the conſequence of which is no- 
thing leſs than everlaſting damnation. 

That you may reap then from theſe infallible 
truths all the fruit neceſſary for your ſalvation; 
examin a little, what are the cauſes of ſuch a ne- 
gle, what excuſes you can bring to defend it, and 
what will be the conſequence, ' ſhould you be heed- 
leſs enough to perſiſt in your miſconduct. And, if 

ou are ſerious and ſincere you will find upon an 
impartial examination; A 


I. That ſuch a conduct is extremely unjuſtifiatle;, 
becauſe the cauſes of it are criminal: 

H. That your excuſes for it are fooliſh becauſe. 
the matter of them are trivial: And 

III. That the conſequences of it are terrible be- 
cauſe big with God's Indignation. . 


Thou therefore, gracious Saviour, who thus: 
« ineffably beſtoweſt thyſelf on man, in the inviting, 
form of food, and generouſly inviteſt all to taſte 
* of, and be fill'd with, Thee! O give us under- 
„ ſtanding to conceive thy infinit benevolence in 
* this unequal'd favour; and grant us grace not 


to teject the bleſſing, but earneſtly to thirſt and 


« hunger after it in this life, te may never 


" 14] en ol 2999 ell 18 L n. 
I. You, beloved; are Chriſtians, Catholic Chri- 
ſtians and therefore know, or ought to know, that 
the holy Sacrament of the Encharif is and contains 


the body, blood, and divinity of JIxsus Cnnier 


whole and intire, true Gop as well as true man. 
Need I then tell you that the inſtitution of this. di- 


o Sermon on Corpus Cbriſti Doy: % 
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vine Sacrament of -the Euchariſt (which he graci- 
ouſly wrought at his laſt ſupper, that you might 
feed upon it in this life and thus anticipate the joys 
of Heaven) is a favour of the higheſt nature; No: 


Surely it-is needleſs. There are three particulars 
by which the intrinſic value of every gift is chiefly 
to., be meaſured. 'The dignity of the donor, the 
nature. of the thing given, and the uſe of it to the 
perſon to whom it is given. It the donor be a 
prince, a prelate, or otherwiſe great perſonage; 
every benefaction of his tho' ever fo ſmall, has an 
intrinſic value in it conſider'd as a mark of his love 
or eſteem : og gift of his hand be farther conſi- 
derable in itſelf; it is ſtill of greater worth, whe- 
ther really uſeful or not: But if it be even of con- 

ſiderable uſe to the on who receives it; it can- 


not be denied that the benefit muſt riſe in proporti- 


on. Again there are three other conſiderations in 
every benefit, favour, or gift, which may extrin- 
fically add to or take from the weight of the obli- 
gation- it intrinſically might carry with it. Such 
are the intention of the giver, the manner and time 
of giving, and the circumſtance of the perſon who 
receives. Thus if the perſon, who gives, does it 
from a motive of pride, ſelfiſhneſs, or other ſiniſter 
view; the greateſt benefits ſink in their value; as 
they riſe in it, on the contrary, if the motive be 
generoſity, friendſhip, juſtice or other ſuch com- 
mendable principles: In like manner if a fayour be 
done in time, with courteſy and chearfulneſs; the 
obligation 4s double: But very ſmall when done 
with oftentation, haughtineſs, reluctance, or too 
late. Finally if the perſon who receives a preſent 
is ſuperior to him who offers it, or even equal; as 


he may be ſuppoſed likely to retaliate it, the obliga- 


tion is but lender: Whereas if the perſon who 
gives it is above him, neither has, nor can have 
any expectations from him; and he himſelf neither 
deſerves nor can return it; the favour is always 
conſiderable and the obligation ariſing from it very 


N n | 
— * it we conſider the preſent which our divine 
redeemer has made us in the adorable Sacrament 
of the Euchariſt, in all theſe. lights, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs that the favour is of the higheſt 


nature, and lays an infinit obligation of gratitude ' 


on us. Lo whom. then, beloyed, are you indebt- 
ed, for this * | 1 enen! 4 jd . 
great creator and redeemer of yon Ti 

And what leſs does he f you than him- 
ſelf, his precious immaculate body and blood, nay 
his Godbead too, and of what infinit advantage may 
may it not be to yon to feed at this divine banquet, 
to feed on this nourriture in the devout manner 
Jou ought? Are you not told by your bleſſed, Sa- 
viour, chat, F anyi man eat of tbif bread he ſball 
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live forever. * Here then your benefactor is Gop 
himſelf: The gift you receive is Gop himſelf: 
And the uſe it is of to you is to raiſe you in the 
laſt day to an everlaſting life of glory and bliſs. 
He who eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 
hath life Age; og; and I will raiſe bim up in th: 
laſt day. + What ſay you then, Chriſtians? Can 
you doubt any longer of the infinit fayour done you 
in the holy banquet you are invited to partake of? 
But let us conſider it yet a little farther with te- 
gard to the extrinſic circumſtances attending it. 
Who and what is this Gop who thus graciouſly 
condeſcends to beſtow himſelf, for food on man- 
kind? *Tis no leſs than the Lord and author of all 
things, a ſupreme, immenſe, independant being from 
all eternity, ſo infinitly perfect and happy in him- 
ſelf as not to want or be able to receive any aſl. 
tance or additional felicity from any thing out of 
himſelf. Conſequently he could have no other in. 
tention, no other end in view than that ineffably 
communicatiye goodneſs which induced him at fil 
to create us and then to redeem, us, as now to feed 
us with himſelf, that we may ſhare his eterm 
happineſs with him. And how did he communi- 
cate himſelf to us? Was it in a!haughty, taunting 
reluctant manner? No, it was with utmoſt grac- 
ouſneſs, tenderneſs, and alacrity. With what er- 
ergy did he not encourage us to receive him, b} 
the promiſes he made ? He, who eateth my Hale 
drinketh my bload, abidetb in me and I in hin.! 
With what humility did he not give himſelf to hi 
diſciples, even waſhing their feet when he had done 
For whereas before be had loved bis, who were it 
the world, to the end be loved them. And will 
what chearful gentleneſs did he not invite all to fe- 


ceive him in his bleſſed banquet of love ! Come # 


me all you, who labour and are beavy laden, and, 
will refreſh you. J And all this he did at a dime 
when mankind were in the utmoſt need of it, plus 
ged as they were in a deluge of ſin, ignorance and 
olly ; when his diſciples in particular were in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs, about, to. ſee him ſuffer, about '0 
loſe him, and about to be ſeverely proſecuted for 
him. And what is ſtill more, this he did for man- 
kind ata time when they deſerved it the leaſt; VM" 
they were in open enmity with him, and ada 
laying ſnares for, his life: And all he did for iti 
es . beneath him, ungrateful creatures, who 
pat only "pee. nenpabie (f making, him 977 1 
but even many of whom he foreſaw would fig 
the bleſſing, if. not ſacrilegiouſly profane and ab 
it. O inexpreſſible goodneſs of thine. My due 
Redeemer ! What could induce thee, O Gon, 
to give-up thyſelf for food to us wretches, udn, 
8. Jale vi. f il. St. ebe V. 
K.. Muth. i, .', 110 0 


and 
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and ſinners l Ah Chriſtians, Chriſtians ! If ingrati- 
tude be meaſured by the favours. it abuſes 3 What 
and how baſe and black muſt not your ingratitude 
be to return ſo much generoſity, tenderneſs and con- 
deſcendence, with reluctance, indevotion and irreve- 
rence ; Shall the Gop of hoſts court you to re- 
ceive, to be nouriſh'd and - ftrengthen'd with him- 
ſelf ; and yet be inſulted with, your contempt of his 
invitation? How often has he not invited you to 
his banquet which is prepared purpoſely for you | 
How frequently does he ſend his ſervants, his mini- 
ters to call, to exhort, to. provoke you to come to 
it by acquainting you that he is waiting in the ho- 
ly ſacraments in readineis for ,you And yet can 
many of you be brought to accept the invitation? 
No; Some of you have your giddy pleaſures in 
view, others are buſied in the purſuit af ſordid, lu- 
cre, others are wedded ſo much to their temporal 
eaſe, as to be intirely eaten-up with ſpiritual floth : 
And all, almoſt all of you have your ſopls ſo miſe- 
rably fetter'd to — happineſs, as to have no 
wings of wiſhes to lift you even to one poor feeble 
ſigh after the Joys ol heaven. 18 00 
And whence does all this criminal indifference a- 
riſe to the holy banquet of Chriſt's body on earth, 
and to the feaſt of his glory above, but from as 
criminal an. indifference to ſpiritual inſtructions of 
all kinds. Books are à melancholy employment, 
you cry? ,Your directors, you complain, are too 
ſpiritualiaed in their common converſation with you: 
They are either forever teaſing you about your 
duty; or, if they are ſilent ; their very looks are a 
check upon your lawleſs diverſions. Exhortations 
you go to: 'But when do you go? When you have 
nothing, merely nothing, elſe to do; when time 
| hangs heavy upon your hands; or, when you want to 
meet with, ſome friend, ſome cuſtomer, or ſome idle 
companion. To hear an exhortation on working 
days, tho? but once in a week, and that in the even- 
ing, when buſineſs,,is done, there is no,, perſuading 
ou; becauſe forſooth you, are fatigued with the 
labour of the day; and therefore muſt indulge your- 
ſelves in eating, drinking and dangerous mirth, in 
prophane and looſe, or at bheſt idle converſation. 
For that is not o fatiguing to your brain, nor wa- 
ſting to your ſpirits, as it would be to liſten quiet- 
I to ſpiritual inſtructions, and learn how. to ap- 
— worthily to the ho ecrampents, and reap 
nefit from them. But ah | ſlothful Chriſſians, 


why ſo? Tis becauſe Jour: heads and your hearts 

are more bent on the flattering, fleeting, falſe plea- 

fy of this life, than the ſolid: laſting true joys o 
next. | 


If this was nat the caſe ;, what ſhould ever detain 


SEE FF: 


tle, 


kept holy Jo him, and ſpend them too often, in 


day, if the weather be fair; you have 4 farm, you. 
have a garden, you have ſome country jaunt; or, ii 
the ſeaſon will not permit, that, you nevet want for 
ſome idle viſit or other, to call you away from the 
voice of Gop. In a word, God invites you to 
him, and you anſwer, I have a farm: I have a 
** pray thee, O Gon: bold ne excuſed,” Or elſe 
perhaps you have made an appointment to agree 
with ſome dealer about your temporal concerns; 
and, without fear or ſhame of prophaning the day 
wholly conſecrated to Gop's worſhip, when he calls 
you by: te voice of his miniſter, to hear his word; 
you bluntly reje& his invitation, with an I have d- 
en te prove, I bave (buſineſs to do of mote impor- 
tance to me than the learning how to adore and te- 
ceive my God on earth, that I may enjoy my God 
forever in heaven: And therefore I pray thee, bold 
me excuſed, Or more criminal yet, a fit of ſpiritu- 
al ſloth lays hold of your The weather is hot, and 
you ſhall be in a ſweat with walking fo far ; or elſe 
it is cold, and that ydu do not like; or finally it is 
rainy, and then you: will ſprinkle your, cloaths, dirt 
your ſhoes and diſcompoſe your indolence : And 
therefore, relolved to indulge eaſe at home, and 
trifle, and loiter away the evening with your wife 
and your children, inſtead of ſetting them good ex- 
ample by going to learn the duties of a good Chri- 
ſtian, a good husband, and a good father, you dif, 
muſs the call of Gop with that other excuſe: I bavs 
married a wife: I am wedded to ſloth, to my eaſe, 
to luxury, and therefore cannot come. 9187 
Theſe, theſe are the criminal cauſes of your bes 
ing ſo remiſs, ſo neglectful and. ſo reluctant in ac- 
gepting the gracious inyitation which your divine 
Saviour makes you to partake of the enlivenigg ſe. ſt 
of his body and blood,, It js your {pititual, doth in 
thoſe leſſer duties, which makes you ſo deficient in 
this eſſential obligation. And thus do you fulfill 
the dreadful prediction of the Holy-Ghoſt, that h, 
who deſpuſes ſmall things, ſball fall by little and lit- 
Jo hear the miniſters of God, you cry, 
there is no neceſſity. I ſaꝝ vou are under 3 
miſtake. For be who bears them, heart me, and 
be, who deſpiſes them, deſpiſes me, ſays the Lord, 
« At leaſt, you reply, there is no precept to oy 


them every Sunday; and therefore no 


« gation; and therefore we do I: do it“ This 

on prevails with you, on one Sunday, to give 
way to ſpiritual ſloth; | The ſame reaſon, you think, 
holds good, the next Sunday after, and the Sunday 


following that; till, led-on from Sunday to Sun- 
tollo wing , . * ho 


ears, wi 


day, you .paſs months, ſeaſons, 
your heavenly 


hearing or enquiring into the will 


Lord: In conſequence of this, void of inſtruQtion, 


you loiter away the days he has commanded to 15 


very 


* 


very often in-idlenefs; and | always without fruit, 
without grace and without thought. Thus from 
the noglect uf counſels you proceed to the noglect 
of precepts, und from omiſſion to omiſſion, "grow 
harden'd in the contempt of the greateſt eſſentials, 
ell artength'you acquire an abſolute diſtaſte for. the 

holy food prepared for v by: Chrift, in che ban- 
duct of his bodyund bloody aud a tbtal averſſon to 
M'which/is? And this ſinks you into the 
wretched condition of thoſe conſirm'd ſinners, who, 
26 Dovid deſoribes them, “ ure eſtrunged from 
Go, from the very womb of their mothers, go- 
ing aſtray as fen at burn z' whoſe hearts are af 
<-FeQed with ſin, as ſerpents are with: poiſon, and 
their wars ure us deat to the call of Gop; a8 


„ xhoſe vf un adder! which will not hearken to the 


« voice of the charmer charming ever 1o wiſely.” | 


hat are yeu about? Are you dreaming Are you 


in a lethargy? Are you rob d of your ſenſes, or 
vdid bf unde 


1 ſerſtanding ?- Alas, Alas, ould = were 
no wofde.” Your ſhrareful, criminally ſhameful, 
Neglect of God's: goodneſs to'you might poſſibly 
Amit of ſome excuſe. Whereas now, awake as 
you are to the uſe o your ſenſes and intellects, in 
every thing which ſuits the cortuption of yom 
hearts 3 ſenſible as you are made by Gop's miniſters 
of the infitnit bleſſings offer'd you in the holy ban- 
avet of the euchariſt, which For are invited too: 
what excuſe can you alledge for rejecting it, which 
is legitimate or capable of holding you blameleſs in 
the fight of your flighted /Gov ? We have our 
| pfealures t attend to, dur buſineſs to take us up, or 

out eaſe and ebnNenieney to conſult and indulge. 
„ And therefote cannot we ſo much as ſpare an 
n hour on Sunday, to hear how we may render 
= gurſelves worthy to be fed with our Gop, and 
* grow freng in grace in this life, in order to feed 
eit we give; up all the time requt̃fit to difpofeour- 
* gelbes fot that delicious divine food Alas poor 
things} How much are you to be pitied, if the ex- 
eue be legitimate. But ah, Chriſtians ! Can you be 
fo ſenſelefs as to imagin that exeuſes of this nature 
l old goed? Abfolnte fiekneſs, I know, will be 
AAmitted as an encuſe: Your health is concern'd : 
Phe preſervation'of your life for Gop's ſake; is a 
7 — Inna of going'toexhortations; to ſpirttu- 


Meſſed Sacrament. And therefore in ſuch cafes. he 
Fraciouſly condeſcends to be brought to you; be- 

| in your ate then under a Moral impotibility of 
Vohing to him. S0 if your. neighbour be ſick, in 
ron, or otherwiſe in diſtreſs; andcannot do with- 
vut your perſonal afſiſtance; you are diſpenſed from. 
Pur attendance on GoD, at the feaſt of his "fleſh: 


- 


m the next. Much Feb. 


inſtructions, and even to Chriſt kimfſelf in the -- 
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or his word. The duty of fraternal charity takes 
place: And your leaving God, for the ſake of God, 


will not be impated to you as a crime but a virtue: 


In- as- much - as you cannot receive Gop, or liſten to 
Gop in'the voice of his miniſters, without break- 
ing through à prior moral obligation of charity; 
and therefore are to be deem'd under a moral im- 
poſſibllity of anſwering his call, nay, you are abſo- 
lutelynot cal d. In a word, whenever you are under 
moral impoſſibility of this or any other kind, which 
you bring not upon yourſelves ; you and ou 
to excuſe — for the time, — Fe 
banquet you are invited to, or from the tuni- 
ties of learning How to approach to it: And you 
need de under no apprehenſions of being excluded 
rom it forever ; provided, asſoorr as the obftaceis 
removed, you lay hold on the firſt invitation which 
is made you. But all ee fear, will n- 
ther vate your guilt, than render you blame- 
leſs in the ghd of your Almighty BeneſaGtor. 1 
you are reſolved however, Ohriſtians to build your 
hopes on them, let me make ee for you. 
Come, gracious Saviour ! Forgive theſe thy cres- 
tares'the neglect, as well of 'the holy delicious fealt 
thou inviteſt them to, as of the means leading them 
to it. I pray thee bold them 2xcuſed, Here is one 
whom thou haſt created to enjoy ' thee forever: 
And, ' becauſe, — the frailty of his nature, he 
was unable of hi to reach to the banquet of thy 
glory in the next world; thou did'ſt graciouſly 
vouchfafe to amicipate it in this, by giving-up thy- 
felt to be his food under à familiar form ; and haſt 
fent thy miniſters to invite him to the feat : He 
thanks'thee for thy invitation ;'but/ hopes thou ift 
hold him excuſed, becauſe he has a farm, a garde", 
a\courttry-javnt, or forme other pleafure; he prefers 
to any thou can ſt invite him to. I chen thy fer- 
vant, thy miniſter, thee in his name hold him 
excuſed. Ahl What fayſt thou, Lord? New of 
theſe men, who are of this ſtamp, ſhall taſte thy ſuf- 
per P But why fo, angry Lord? Dicſt not thou 
the pleaſures of the earth, while thou west 
it? No, no, beloved: *Clirift came ſuffering ino 
the world, and ſuffering went out of it. I 1 
ceſſary far Chrift be ſulfer, and ſo to enter in $19 
glory. "And there is no other way for his diſciples 
88 it after him. Pleaſures e eg 
w, 4 bye- way: And he, who enters in bl. 
windo v nel the door, ite and # lo 
12 ſuch, will be forever. excluded! the bangbet 


© Well then, dear Lord, Euce I plead in veins 


this man of pleaſure; ſince thou wil't not 24 

apo for him; hear me at feaſt in che behalf 0 
js other, He is 9 man of affürs: "The fx ff. 

thou hast given him to labour in, and to do 7 


has to do, Are not enough: His "oxen art ain 


bl 


+ © „ 


—_ 
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to the ptough : He has an appointment of buſineſs, 
2 jobb.to agree for, a cuſtomer to wait upon; 4 
therefore cannot wait upon thee to receive thee, nor 
wait on thy miniſter to be inſtruQted - how, to ap 
proach; worthily to thee: I pray thee therefore bo 
bim excuſed. Alas what? ſtill angry, 2 
What ! ſball none even of theſe mon taf of 1h 
ſupper ? Ah Chriſtians, how. juſt is not this. Know 
ou not the Grace of Ixsus CHRIST, as St, Paul 
ſays, that for you be was made poor, whereas be was 
rich? How unworthy then are not you of ſitting a.t 
the-banquet of his glory; if, for tear of becoming 
poor, or for the ſake o becoming rich, you deſpiſe 
the banquet of his grace: If you will not ſo much 
as liſten to his miniſters, whom he ſends to invite 
ou to . | | — * 
But ſtill, all- bounteous ſovereigu, let me petition 
you once more in the behalf 85 — : And, 5 
uity can admit my plea; O ! diſmis me 1 
the 4 of a lad wege This one whom 
neither pleaſure nor buſineſs detains from anſwer- 
ing thy call, He would gladly prepare himſelf for 
thy gracious feaſt of Fer and gladly learn of th 
miniſters how'to aſſiſt at it worthily ;; if his eaſe 
and leiſure would permit; But he has married a 
wife and cannot come. He has the peace of his fa- 
mily, and his own eaſe. to conſult, He has a wits 
and children: IIe muſt humour the one with falſe 
fondneſs, and play with the others out of miſtaken 
tenderneſs. approaching to thee and to thy 
miniſters, he might be ſtrengthen'd and inſtruct- 
ed to behave like a Chriſtian to both: might learn 
to inſtru@ and be an example to both. But then 
to do this there are difficulties to ſurmount. His 
wife-is a proteſtant, or but a lukewarm Catholic; 
his children are humourſome, and untaught to be 
otherwiſe. And therefore, till he uſed them to it, 
the one would: be ſullen, and the others would be 
peeviſh ; ſhould he leave them to flee to thee : And 
that would diſturb his peace. Beſides it would qui 
diſcompoſe him to leave the-fat of indolence he is 
in: He might take heat or catch old; he might 
diſoblige his cloaths ; he might, in ſhort, break 
through the whole oeconomy of ſelt-indulgence. 
And that, Lord, would be hard for a man to do, 
angels, who has been labouring all the week for 
common [ pray thee then this once bold bim 
excuſed. | Mis, loving Savigu why lookeſt ſo 
— — frowns, or I Aud be- 
neath thy indignation. I hear thee, Lord, and well 


I know thy words 7 1am in labour: even from my 


youth.* I know thou was't, I know, Lord, that thou 


we. but creatures. 


| ner Chriſtians, yes; or e 

he had never told us: 6 "If an man 2 AER 
aw, * * b * t 

>. Pjalm, lax vH. 1 1% 


id'ſt never indulge th ; 
ber thou ar't Go, a n | 
we then db like thee? Yes | 


tf 1 /uþ 


bread ot 


and hateth not his father and mother, and 7 
and children, and brethren, and ſiſters, nay a 
tis own life beſides z he cannot be my diſciple” + 
Vain, therefore is every. apology which I can bri 
to Mg Fo blameleſs in the ſight of Gop. No 
longer then expect that I ſhould plead. in your be; 
half; or find me better arguments. Fox, till you 
do, what can I, expect but that diſhearténing a 
fwer: Nene of thoſe men, who were call'd, 2 


per. * 
What ſay you, Chriſtians > You have a better ex- 
cuſe {till in reſerve ? If you ot apology for not 
approaching to the holy Eu 3 have at leaſt 
for not en ade I. learn from Chriſt's Miniſ- 
ters, how to approach to it werthily? You- cannot 
82 to hear the word of God withaut ſome expence? 
"Twill be expected, that you ſhould give your mite 
towards the aſſiſtance of the poor: And that for- 
ſooth you cannot well afford? Your, circum; 
ſtances are but narrow: Your family is large; your 
income ſmall; in a word, you are poor yourſelyes: 
And charity begins at home? But ah Chriſtians ! 
What an ill-judged frugal fit is this? What an il- 
uſion are you under? Is it the expence you grudge 2 
No. Let but an idle friend, 2 vain diyerſion, or a 
ſervil purpoſe ſeize you in the minute; and: what 
idle expences ſnall yon not run into without a 
grudge, without a thought: While every penny 
lent to Gop, by Sitios to the poor, draws blo 
from every veſſel of your hearts |: And why, but 
becauſe your luxury has no ſhare in it; and there- 
fore as void of faith as of charity, you deem it 
thrown-away ? But ah, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians ! 
Deceive not yourſelyes, by building aon any excuſes 
like theſe; which, inſtead of holding you guiltleſs, 
can only add to your guilt and aggravate the puniſh: 
ment which will be the fatal conſequence of your 
negleda. SI "ova 0% a9 


„Al. Our divine Saviour has fuiciendly appriſed 


us of the fatal conſeguences ear the divine 


of his ſacred body and blood, by telling 1 
the ſixth of St. Fobn: C you eat the Aba he 
Son of man, and drink bis blood; you ſball bave no 
s you It cannot be ſuppoſed, that Chriſt 


life 1 


union of ſoul and body. For that the wicked en- 
joy often and equally in common with the good, by 
the divig& permiſſion of Jop, who meketh bis fun 


10 ſbine an the juſt and unjeft 1 The life then 


he ſpeaks of is the life of grace, that life by which we 


are heirs to his glory. If then, Chriſtians, you re- 
jet the bleſſing offer'd you of f 


you of feeding upon the de- 

licious regale of Chriſt's body and you ; you have 

no life of grace in you; Y qu. are de A 
i 


8 St. Le xiv. 18. Marth v. 8 


2 


book _ 


book of everlaſting life; are diſinherited of the glo- 
7 you were made heirs to in the next; and baniſh'd 
rever from the face of the Lord, you will never be 
raiſed-up, in the laſt day, to the poſſeſſion of his 


kingdom; but be ſunk into wretched eternal unut- 
included in the former commandment, and therefore 


need not be repeated. 


terable miſery. You have no other chance then, no 
other reaſonable grounds to build your hopes of a 
happy glorious reſurrection upon, but the partaking 
of the banquet of God's glory, by anticipation, in 
the ſacred feaſt he has prepared for you in the ado- 
rable facrament of his body. 
And yet to render even this a food of life to you, 
7ou have no other way than to approach it worthi- 
wg For, as St. Paul juſtly warns you, © He, who 
«© eateth and drinketh unworthily of it, eateth and 
4 grinketh judgment to himſelf.” * The unworthy 
reception then of the holy Euchariſt is attended with 
no leſs a judgment than eternal damnation in the o- 
ther world, befides many and grievous curſes in this. 
For to this ſacrilegious raſhneſs may be attributed 
many of thoſe ſic kueſſes, miſeries and cataſtrophes 
which befall mankind. Aſk not, why ſuch-a-one 
4c ig fick; ſuch-a· one feeble, in the flower of his 
« youth; and ſuch-a-one ſuddenly carried-off in 
the vigour and prime of life, by ſome unforeſeen 
accident?“ Alas! It may be the effect, the curſe 
of a bad communion. Therefore are there among 
| you „perhaps, many weak and feeble, and many ſleep 
e fleep of death, as St. Paul told the Corintbians.+ 
And how fhall you learn to ſhun all theſe evils, 
by approaching to the feaſt your divine Saviour in- 
vites you. to, and approaching to it in the manner 
ou ought, but by liſtening to his miniſters and ſeek- 
Lin uction from them? If you are neglectful of 
the means; what wonder is it, you ſhould miſs of 
the end? If you neglect and will not liſten to the 
voice of Gop's miniſters ; if you will ſeek idle pre- 
texts to avoid coming to them, or following to the 
bleſſed feaſt they call and offer to lead you to; 
what wonder is it you ſhould be neglectful of the 
caſt itſelf, and the Lord of it? H there is a precept 
to urge you to communion ; there needs none to 


* 
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urge you to the means which lead to it: The end 


of the law includes all the means which are requi- 


fit to fulfill it. And therefore is it, that to ap- 


proach to the body of your Gop, you are not com. 
manded to hear the word of Gop : Becauſe it is 


Loet me then undeceive you, Chriſtians, the hear- 


ing the word of Gop is not ſo unneceſſary as you 
- Conceive it to be. It is neceſſarv to bring you ac- 


quainted with Gop: It is neceſſary to lead you to 
him; and neceſſary to remind you of, and ft you 
for approaching to him. Ina word, your whole 
ſalvation in great meaſure depends upon your dili- 
gence in this particular. You will never hunger 
after the delightful banquet of his grace and glory; 


if you do not firſt yearn after the ſeaſoning of his 


holy word. Your appetite will decay; your taſte 


for ſpiritual nouriſhment will pall ; your ſtrength 


will decay; and all the lite of grace will deſert you: 
The conſequence of which will be, that you wilt 
forever be excluded from the delicious and everlaſt- 
ing regale of his glory: For none of thoſe who wer? 
call'd, as my text ſays, and liſten'd not, ſhall tft 


of this ſupper. Be diligent then, Chriſtians, in at- 


tending to the word of Gop. Let no idle excuſes 
of worldly pleaſure, profit or eaſe, draw you avi 
from liſtenirg and learning how to approach vor- 
thily to your Gop in the holy Euchariſt. Let 10 
earthly attachments keep you from uniting yourſelf 
intimately with your Lord. Remember the encou-, 
ragement he gives you to receive him, and to te- 
ceive him often and worthily. He, who eateth 
my fleſh and drinketh my blood, abideth in me 
* and I in him.” „If then you abide in him by the 
grace of that divine ſacrament in this life; you al- 
ready have, by anticipation, life everlaſting in your 
ſſeſſion. And © He will raiſe you up in the la 
* day,” to that fulneſs of glory which his ſaints 
enjoy with him in heaven; Which God of his in- 
finit mercy grant you: In the name, &c. 
* $t. John vi. 


: „* LUKE wv. 5. 

hu you, that there ſball de joy in heaven upon 

ene finner who doth penance, more than. upon 
ainety-nine juſt who need not penance. 


* 


On the, Third SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


F you give attention, beloved, to theſe words of 
& my text; you cannot but remark in them, tuo 
very obvious truths : The one full of conſolation 


joy; the other full of terror and diſmay ; The 0 


ſufficient 


— 
90 
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ſufficient to encourage the vileſt of ſinners to place 
a confidence in God's mercy, the moment he is 
reſolved on a reform ; the other capable of diſheart- 
'ening the boldeſt of mortals, in poſſeſſion of reflec- 
tion, from daring to become a ſinner. The com- 
fortable truth, which may embolden every ſinner, 
let his offences be ever ſo heinous, to ſeek merc 

from God by repentance, is, that he has to do wit 

a Gov, who delights in mercy; a Gop, who, 
when offended can be appeaſed; a Gop more de- 
firous of forgiving than of puniſhing; a God, in a 
word, who is no acceptor of perſons ; who excludes 
no ſpecies, no circuraſtances, and no number of of- 
fences from the reach of his mercy ; and whoſe for- 
giveneſs is to be obtain'd on the ſimple eaſy terms 


of a ſerious and fincere repentance. O my Gop | 


Was it not enough, that thou did'ſt ſhew thyſelf 
ſuch by ſaying, that Thou wil't not the death of a 
nner, but rather that be be converted and live? 
Was it not exceſs of complacency in thee (after ſo of- 
ten inviting ſinners, in vain, to repent and accept thy 
forgiveneſs) to urge them to it by promiſing to 
return to them, if they would return to thee ? 
Muſt thy merciful condeſcendence carry thee till 
farther, to court them to be forgiven, by telling 
them, that it would afford thee joy and pleaſure? 


By aſſuring them without exception, that there ſhall 
be joy in beaven upon any one ſinner who doth pe- 


nance # O the comfortable truth! What greater 
encouragement can the greateſt of ſinners require 
to ſeek mercy from Gop by repentance ? 

And yet, beloved, what mortal with his ſenſes a- 
bout him, would dare to exchange his ſtate of in- 
nocence, his ſtate of grace for that of a ſinner; did 
he ſeriouſly refle&t on this one terrifying truth, 
that, by conſenting to fin, he renders his tration 
48 precarious; becauſe his repentance will 
not only be doubtful but highly improbable ? For, 
alas, what reaſonable hopes can a poor frail man 
form to himſelf of repenting, when the grace of 
Gop ſhall deſert him, or rather he ſhall deſert the 


grace of Gop; which alone can enable him to do 


what is good? What ground, I ſay, has he to build 
fuch a prefumption upon, conſidering what very 
— odds N him? Upon the moſt mode- 
rate computation. They are no leſs than ninety-nine 
to one. Elſe why does our divine Saviour tell us; 


that the joy, which the converſion of one ſinner 


creates in heaven, is more than upon ninety=nine Juſt, 


who need not penance ? Ts not the reaſon plain, that 


e are ninety-nine' faved by ſhunni © 0c= 
caſrons of a — ſin, for 4 who Py bats 
repenting of fin?- And why ſo, but becauſe there is 
at leaſt, ninety-nine times to one, !efs difficulty to 
«void falling into fin, while we have the help of 
race to avoid it, than there is to repent” of fin, 


when, after abuſing that Grace, we are left to our- 
ſelves. O what a terrifying truth! Who can think 
on it and fin? 

Hence then, beloved, I gather two infallible con- 
ſequences, which will make the whole oeconomy of 
this diſcourſe. The firſt is, that no Sinner has rea- 
ſon to deſpair of Gop's mercy, who has the heart 
to repent of his ſin; becauſe there ſball be joy in 
heaven upon one ſinner, who doth penance; And the 


Second, that no juſt man has room to commit ſin 


with hopes of repenting, when he actually has the 
aſſiſtance of grace to avoid it ; becauſe the joy up- 
on a penitent ſinner, is more than upon ninety-nine 
Juſt, who need not penance. Both theſe refle&ions, 
riſtians, I would have you ſeriouſly weigh: In 
this appears the levity of preſumption ; in that the 
ſtupidity of deſpair. To arm you therefore againſt 
both, I ſhall labour at preſent to convince you; 


I. That nothing is fo little to be depended 
2 as future repentance, before ſinning: 
| nd 
II. That nothing is ſo much to be deſired 
4 depended upon as preſent repentance 
ter it. 


* O ſovereign wiſdom, whoſe ſacred truths F 
utter] Give thou ſuch unction to my words as 


© may enable me to melt the hearts of all here 


* preſent: That ſuch of them as feel the bleſſed: 
* warmth of grace within them, may never con- 
* ſent to part with it; and, if there be one ſinner 
* here, I may, by bringing him to thee, contribute 
*« to a feſtival in Heaven. 


I. A juſt man then; that is, a Chriſtian in a ſtate 
of juſtification and grace cannot be too much tes 
rified at every the leaſt appearance of ſin : And no 
purpoſes or hopes of repentance can ſuffice to leſſen 
tris terrors; if he Has his falvation at heart, as he 
muſt have to be juſt. But why? Why may not” 
% man ſin; who reſolves to repent ? Repentance 
© itfelf is good: elfe there would not be joy for 
* it in Heaven. If then it be good it is deſirable; 
© and if it be deſirable, why may not we fin to ob- 
* tain it? Hold, deluded* Chriſtians, hold. In 
the firſt place, the very laws of nature forbid you 
to do evil, that cn ng rae from it; . * 

nting repentance to be a it is only 
2 i 1 8 And, 44 1 is at beſt but a 
melancholy ; if we conſider the cauſe which 
produces it, and the dangers and difficulties of ac- 
quiring it, when neceffary; Such of you therefore, 
beloved, as are ina ſtate of ; if you are in 
your ſenſes too, will find, nothing in the hopey of 572 

ntance to ou to run che hazard ot. 
pen n ” * 


wanting it; becauſe, While you are yet free from 


n repenting, if you ſhou 
x Firſt: 


one minute of his li 


fan, there is nothing you have ſo little reaſon to de- 


— 


d upon as future repentance. | | 
Per "4 pre "oy beloved, -why you cannot oxyond 
ſin, are Three. 
It is very uncertain, whether or not you will 

have time for repentance, when you have ſinn'd. 
Secondly, could you be ſure of having ſufficent time 


after ſinning; it is highly improbable, that you 


\< will have a will to repent. And Thirdly : Should 


you. have ever ſo much time and good will to re- 
pent, you will ſtill find it a matter of extremely great 
difficulty to obtain a perfect repentance. | 
You are all of you certain, beloved, that yon 
muſt die. For the truth of this I appeal to your 
own fears: I appeal to melancholy experience: I 
appeal to the nature of 5 beings. For Duft you 
are and to Duſt you will return. And yet certain 


as you are of death, is there any thing more uncer- 
tain than the time of your death? Where is the 


man, who can ſhow me an authentic leaſe of his 
life? Or, to come cloſely to the point, Where is 
the mortal, who can give me an aſſurance, in any 

e, that he ſhall not die the 
next? What reaſonable encouragement then can 
the hopes of repentance give you to ſin, beloved; you, 
who- can have no reaſonable aſſurance of living to re- 
pent? The lord will come to demand your fouls of 
vou, as a thief in the night, when you leaſt expect 


him. So far therefore from 22 any reaſonable 


Aſſurance of living to repent, you ave the greateſt 
reaſon, every minute when 8 to ſin, to ap- 
prehend that you ſhall not live. For when are you 
the moſt likely to die but when you expect it the 
leaſt? And it is very plain, that, whenever you are 
tempted to ſing you are in the leaſt apprehenſions 
of death: That then is the time in which you 
have the moſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of it. Be 


cauſe, you are very ſure, on one ſide, that the 


rd will come; and, on the othet ſide, you are 
as ſure, that he will come when 71 expect him 
the leaſt. Again, when is a man in leſs apprehen- 


ſions of death than when he is the moſt ſenſible of 


life? And there is no time in which we are ſo ſenſi- 
He of life as the preſent. For it is the now, the pre- 
ſent n w alone | Which we can feel that we have 
fr « Eyery preſent; Hour then is the moſt likely 
time © the = ” calling upon us to demand our 
life from us. Beeauſe in the hour we think the 
leaſt of his coming he will be the moſt likely to 

ne. Ah "Chriſtians ! What reaſon have you 


come ks 
den at any time to Jepend pon having lefure for 


repentance, if you [ſhould fall into. fin; fince the 
moment A death is always ſo probably near 
4 ll 9 * Ante: da hn; ue 5 =" ; j 
But alas you are tempted to Go, the temptation 
is pleaſing and your own corruption tells you, that 
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theſe ungrateful truths are only pious ſpeculati 
© Death you ſay, ſeldom 2 — aide FR 
© warning; and for little notice it gives, there will 
4% always be. time for repentance. There are fey 
*© perſons die ſo ſuddenly as not to have time to 
% (ay, Lord have mercy on me. Ah deluded 
mortal. Are you in your ſenſes, who reafon thug? 
I will ſuppoſe, that, Gop being infinitly good, it 
is poſſible tho” highly improbable, that a whole life 
of Iniquity may be wiped-off with one dying Lori 
have mercy on me a ef But what certainty have 
you, that, you will not be one of the unhappy fey 
who ſhall not have the minute's leiſure to utter it? 
What promiſe have you, that you ſhall have that 
gracious warning given you, which you are ba 
enough to forfeit by preſuming on it? Arania 
and his wife Saphira, as we read in the acts of the 
apoftles, had ſome regard for their ſalvation? and, 
perhaps, more than any-one here, Have any of 
yo lold your eſtate or effects, beloved, to diſtri 
ute in charitable uſes? Alas you can ſcarce be pre- 
vail'd upon to beſtow, without a grudge, a fev 
pence, out of your ſuperfluities, on the poor and 
the needy? Whereas they beſtow'd a conſiderable 
ſum at once which they threw at. the feet of the 
apoſtles. But alas they loſt all the benefit of 
their charity by conſenting to one ſin. And yet 
they hoped, as you might. do, to ſave themſelvs 
by future repentance; or they would never hare 
given charity at all. And nevertheleſs they were 
diſappointed of their hopes, as you may be, if you 
follow their example. They were ſenſible of be 
ing alive and in good health and therefore little er- 
Qed that the time of tance would fail then 
But ah it did fail them! They no ſooner committed 
the ſin but they fell dead at the feet of St. Petr: 
And thus the Lord came to them, as 4 thief it 
the night, when they leaſt expected his coming 
And why may not the ſame be your unhappy ca 
beloved; ſhould you be ſenſeleſs enough to tread i 
their ſteps? What do you deſerve more favourable 
of Gop than thoſe miſtaken. creatures did ? 1s you! 
rebellion. againſt Gop leſs deſerving ſudden deb 
geance than that of Core Datban and 24 
again Meſes? And yet neither they nor au! 
tl e unhappy wretches, who were involved in cher 
deſtruction, thought, the minute before, of bei 
cut-off the next. Pharao and his army ſaw. not the 
deſtuQtion they ran into, till the moment 1 yy 
whelm'd them. The deteſtable Inhabitants F 
Sodom were under as little apprehenſions of „ 
2 can be at preſent, till the very inſtant ! 
em. 


And without running ſo far back, 75 
laſt man who died ſuddenly, in the vigor of lie, 

no more fears, the minute before he expires, 
That would be his laſt; than you have, e 
very time, br than you may have at any o + 
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when you are tempted to fin. And yet be did 
die; and died when he had the leaſt apprehenfions 
of death: And ſo may you, beloved. You may 
die, the. very inſtant __ you haye committed the 
ſin you are tempted to; if not in the very act of 
finning. Nay you may be taken in the very minute 
you give conſent to commit it, before you have time 
to reap the ſenſual pleaſure you purpoſe to your- 
ſelves in the execution of your criminal deſign. 
And what a folly is it not to run ſuch a riſk. 

I never think of this but it calls me to mind the 
diſtreſsful condition of ſou! 
when he ſaw himſelf upon the point of being ſen- 
tenced to death for breaking the faſt which was en- 
join'd by his father Sau/ to the whole army of , 
raelitesr. The thought of death ſecm'd not ſo terri- 
ble to him as the refſection on the trivialneſs of the 
cauſe. It was not for making a meal, for taking 
his fill; but for the bare, the ſimple taſte of a little 
honey he was to pay-dewn the price of life. I have 
but taſted a little honey and lo I ſhall die.“ Ah what a 
melancholy reflection! What exquiſit remorſe will 
it not give you forever, beloved; ſhould you incur 
eternal death for the bare taſte of fin! Should you, in 
hopes of repentance, be deluded into a eriminal con- 
ſent, and be cut-off in the very moment you give 
your conſent; what more will you bave of the de- 
ceitful honey, of the falſe pleaſure, you propoſe to 
yourſelves, than the faint taſte of it in expectation? 
And can that be worth purſuing at the hazard of 
_— the eternal ſting of the bitter bitter refleQion : 
I did but taſte a little honey and lo Idie? Ah Chriſ- 
tians! Chriſtians | reflect a little on this and tell 
me: Is it not very uncertain, whether or not you 
will have time to repent, if you ſhould fin ? Have 
> any encouragement to ſin which you can 

depend upon than future repentance? 
You will tell me, perhaps, that I am talking of 
extraordmary caſes. Well then, let them paſs for 
ſuch ; and, granting them to be very uncommon 
cafes, let me, for argument's ſake, ſuppoſe you not 
liable to them. © Death then, (ſay you) generally 


c 


* is approaching to yiſit, of it's bei ; 
* Aud Iben ſurely it is time 1 * 
repentance is never too late.” What Chriſtians! 
bs repentance never too late? 
may never _ it ſo. 
meſſengers of it's approach whick I know of. Sud- 
den ene info and old age. Baade bw 
dents, ſuch as the craſh of ruins, . ſtrokes of light- 
ning, falls, defperate wounds, and nameleſs other. 
Caſualties, are indeed too frequent and too certain 
harbingers of our approaching end. But, alas, of 
cry uſe are they? Death comes ſo cloſe upon the 
deel of them; or they- themſelves throw the min 

I. NA. | , 


r Fonathan was in, 


**- ſpeaking, has it's fore-runners, to warn thoſe, it 
nt. For 


Heaven grant you 
Death has but three res of 


% For What? ng b — 
Nothing but à cold | What would vou Dave? A 
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into ſuch a diſorder, that we are moſtly diſabled” 
from receiving the benefit, or la ing bold of the ad- 
vantage of the warning. This man has fractured 
his (kull ; that man has loſt his ſpeech, and a third 
is in exquiſit pain. Talk then to them of repent- 
ing of their ſins, and exhort them to prepare them- 
ſelves for their approaching end? Alas! To what 
purpoſe? one rſtands not what you ſay: His 
intellects are too much confounded to have a thought, 
much more to have a wil to repent; and another 
either can give you no anſwer, or, if he can, Ah! 
** the doctor, the ſurgeon, (he cries) ſeek relief for 
my torments: Procure me a little eaſe; and then 
talk to me of repentance.“ In ſhort, the genera- 
lity of mortal accidents, if they allow a man time 
to repent, ſeldom allow him preſence of mind or 
tranquillity of heart enough to make uſe of that 
time. And O! How often does it happen, that al! 
the warning, which ſuch caſualties afford, is no 
better, no longer, than that which a man would 
give, who ſhould write you a letter of notice of his 
—_— bring it you himſelf, D 2 

Fut this, you'll cry, is returning to the old 
© ſtory, theſe are extraordinary caſes, and we do 
„ not care to think ourſelves liable to theſe. A 
* man could never walk the ſtreets in comfort, it 
* he was always to walk in fear the hauſes fall- 
ing about his ears.” Well then, beloved, you 
ſhall have it your own way: We- will talk of ex-- 
traordinaries no more. But what do you ſay to 
ſickneſs, and infirmities? Theſe, 2 you will 
allow to be no uncommon caſes. "Theſe are the ſe- 
cond fort of | mem — death. 7 ee _ 
likely to be of any more uſe to you; ſhould: = 
cl ſlaves of fin? Ah! No ö jot. Ta vs 
but pay a viſit to a ſick ſinner for once, and trace 
him through the progreſs of his leiſurely illneſs; 
and you will be practically convinced of it. You 
are too careful of yourſelves to make a frequent” 
practice of ſuch charitable viſits in perſon. Follow 
me then, at leaſt, in imagination, to ſomę fick fin- 
ner's apartment. One trial or two of it cannot 
much hurt you. See then this inoonſiderate mor- 
tal. Tis one who committed ſin with a deſign to 
repent of it before death: But ah! What an idle 


nN deſigu was it not? It is true, he has 


ad time enough for repentance, but what can time 
avail, where che will is wanting? Death has ſent 
him notice of it's approach: But there is no »P 


ſuadipg him to take the warning ferjouſty: 


1 
my friend, we cry: Hew ate ye am a good 
wal deal out of order, I have a violent: co „Alas 
I am ſorry for it: It is a dangerous thing: Shall I 
inform your ſpiritual director? . My direQtor | 

Why s nothing but a, cold. 


peſt ? A plague? What is worſe than Leid, be. 


but I may fin 
* and why ſhould I forſake it? Send for my di- 
. rector? Ah! He will expect me to repent. He 
'« will command me to put away this concu- 


not ſettled my 
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are well enough to make uſe of him. Pooh 
“ The man talks wildly, (thinks the patient) my 
director will enjoin me to quit fin; and that 
Jam not diſpoſed to do yet. I am not ſo bad, 
in. Sin has not forſaken me, 


< bine ; to give- over this fraudulent traffic, to leave 


e this habit of drinking; to do penance; to fre- 
* quent the holy ſacraments; to faſt, and pray, 


e and what not? And all this is ſurely too much 
« to ſubmit to for a cold.“ Well, but you may 
row. worſe. © That is true: I may and I ma 


* not: But if I ſhould;, it will be time enoug 


e then to think of my director.“ Ah Chriſtians ! 
Chriſtians What can it avail a ſinner in ſuch a diſpoſi- 
tion to have a long notice of his approaching death ? 
But come: Let us viſit him again: Some months 
are paſt: His diſtempers are grown inveterate; and 
the danger increaſes: Perhaps he may now be in a 
better. diſpoſition.— Well, my friend, how goes it? 
But poorly, very poorly.”---Alas! You are in a 
fever, and a high one too: Why you ſpit blood: 


Lou have a ſtrong heftic upon you: You waſte by 
_ ſwift degrees: Ah! for Heaven's ſake then, ſend 
to your director. There is time enough yet: 1 
e ſhall be better bye - and- bye. Vou renew your 


inſtances: The anſwer is ſtill, “ there is time e- 
„ nough.”-----Renew them again from day to 
day, and from week to week: © It is ſtill time 
„ enough.“ — But ah! What mean thoſe cold 
ſweats, theſe frequent faintings, this motionleſs 
pulſe? Alas you are in imminent utmoſt danger. 
For J=svs. Cur1sT's ſake, for your own ſoul's 


fake, let your director be call d. Away: I can- 
not | 


k to him now: My head aches: I am 
- * faint :, It will waſte my ſpirits: What news is 
there ſtirring ?---Ah! What can it import to you, 
to know the news of this world, - who are ſtanding 
upon the verge of another? Shall I read to you? 
* No, I am ſleepy Shall I pray by you? © No, 
ce it will diſturb me.“ Shall I then, dear brother, 
dear huſband, dear father, dear friend, ſhall I ſend 
for your director againſt you awake? No, I have 
urs, I muſt make my will fieſt.” 
Well, be it ſo. Come, your will is made, your 
. worldly affairs are ſettled; Anſwer me then once 
more, ſhall I ſend for your director? Ves, you 
you may deſire him to come to-morrow.”---Ah 
, fool! fool! wretched fool} This night, this very 


* night, ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee. | 


6 k, beloved, look on the deluded mortal, an 
_ ſee or fancy, at leaſt, you ſee the increaſing ſymp- 
toms of his f. departure: View the change, the 


dreadfully furpriſing change which preſent death 


Y 
, * 
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| -thee'then let me go for: your director, while you 


has wrought in him; and, if you can for pity, hear 


his deſpairing groans. O my director, my direc. - 
< tor: O that I could be but ſaved !”---Come! 3 
Compoſe yourſelf, your director is gone for: He I; 
is coming. In the mean time truſt in 'the mercy h 
of your gracious Goo. Ah too os * Ipre- el 
* ſumptuouſly truſted in his mercy : Too long not 
sto expect now the rigour of his juſftice.”---Well: 4 
Repent then, and ask pardon. ** Ah! *Tis too h 
* late, too late,” No ſure. Ask the multitude a 
of Chriſtians now in health, and they will tell you: h. 
It is never too late to repent. Alas! I ever th 
“ thought ſo till now: But now I think, nay [ Hi 
* know, quite otherwiſe.“ Hold]! Your direc- th 
tor is come: He will inform you better. But ah, he 
he comes too late! The unhappy creature can talk ſis 
no more; his ſpeech forſakes him; the prieſt calls lu 
on him in vain for repentance; the agony of death de 
ſeizes faſt hold on him; and his 4 $ fix'd, his to 
clay-cold limbs, and livid lips, all ſhew, that he is po 
upon the point of verifying God's terrible threat Hi 
to ſuch as dare offend him with the preſumptuous ha 
hopes of repenting, when they have done: 7s it, 
have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would nine too 
of my reproof. And therefore behold ! [alſo will ma 
augh at your deſirufion and will mock when gur rer 
fear cameth, | | ſen 
Well, beloved! How do you like this proſpect af inv 
future repentance: Is there any dependance think pro 
you to be had on it; though we ſhould have time mii 
and warning given us to do it? And O! How ma- tun 
ny inſtances of this kind have not I been a melar- bit 
choly witneſs of dt fact 
What ſay you, Chriſtians? If you ſhould ſin, you the 
would not delay repentance till ſickneſs overtook ſuc 
you? How are you ſure of that? © We would fe. you 
% pent while in health?“ Alas! Where is the pro- are 
bability of that? It is mighty likely indeed, tha * 
you, who, while you have grace in your poſſeſſion, Wiſe 
will not make uſe of it to aſſiſt you againſt falling true 
into ſin, ſhould repent of fin at all when you ha T 
voluntarily forfeited that grace. But, perhaps, — 
you have ſo often ſinn'd 5 repented, ard ſino's 1 
and repented Nan. that you fancy you have que 2 
got a knack of repentance, Alas! What fort ol te 2 
pentance is it? It is, I fear, mere mock ſortou, — 
and ſuch a- one as can only ſerve to harden ou ” fore 
fin, and render repentance more difficult to ou ie Wh; 
acquire, when old age, the third fore-runne do 
death, ſhall give you notice of it's approach. c 4 
this is the reaſon why ſo many receive no bene 8 
from the warning which grey-hairs bring 4% — 
with them. Their evil habits are grown inveteratts doub! 
and they have gone on ſo long, not pacifying l of th 
conſciences with one ſincere repentance, but hic! 
ing and huſhing it with ſo many ſham on 4 grace 
the older they grow the ſtronger their icin, Vo 


are diſpoſed for repentance. 


to ſin, and the leſs the 
hat is he the better for be- 


r 

p View this old man. 

ing old? The power of inning has long ſince taken 
e leave of him, and yet ſo faithful a ſervant is he to 
J his old maſter Satan, that he cannot reſolve to quit 
the affection to ſin. Drunkenneſs he has confeſt, 
perhaps, a hundred times; and yet, tho” he can- 
not ſwill as much liquor, in quantity, as he former- 
ly could, his good-will to it daily increafes. He is 
a compleater miſer than ever: And yet he has often 
had ſcruples about his injuſtices, and been ſorry for 
them; and ſo ſorry as to reſolve on reſtitution z but 
how has he effected it? Why, the older he grows, 
the more covetous he becomes, and he is daily 
hoarding-up freſh matter for the reſtitution he de- 
ſigns to make in charitable uſes at his death. His 
luſt and luxury with all his repentance take daily, 
deeper root: Yet he is ſorry for them and deſigns 
to amend ; but when, when are all theſe fine pur- 
poſes to be executed? He already begins to doat : 
His memory fails him : His ſtrength is gone: He 
has but one knee out of the grave and both feet in 
it. Ah Chriſtians! Chriſtians! He will repent 
too, but when it is too late, like that other ſick 
man. Yes: It is highly probable, that a man ſhall 
repent of his ſins at a time when he is paſt bei 
ſenſible of them; or, if he is, is only ſenſible of an 


probable that ſuch a man ſhould repent at his la 
minutes, whom no perſuaſions, no calls, no oppor- 
tumties could prevail upon to repent while the ha- 
bit of ſin was young and weak upon him, and his 
faculties ſtrong and lively? Ah! of what benefit 
then is the warning of old-age likely to prove to 
ſuch as negle& the opportunities of grace in their 
youth. Tell me then, beloved, do you think you 
are ſafe in ſinning with a dependence upon future 
repentance, Alas no: You will think quite other- 
wiſe ; if you reflect on the difficulty of obtaining a 
true repentance. | 

Though you ſhould be ſure” of a long life to re- 
pent in at leiſure; and though you could promiſe 
yourſelves the will to repent ſome time or other; 
the difficulty of repenting as you ſhould do is ſo 
great that it is at leaſt ninety-nine to one that you 
may not make uſe of the time, nor obtain your 
with. Perfect repentance is a ſincere and heart 
ſorrow, for having offended God, for God's ſake : 
Which muſt eſſentially be accompanied with not 
only an averſion to fin but to the occaſions. of it. 
Now to bring you thus to Gop, you will Gand in 
need of the grace of Gop. And that grace of Gop 
muft be of an extraordinary nature. For it has the 
double task to perform of conquering the obſtinacy 
of the heart, and then turning it to Gop. To do 
which is required no lefs than a miracle even of 


ace itſelf. | 
«ply 1 But how alas can you hope to come 


inveterate attachment to them: It is, I ſay, sig 
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at this grace, which is not to be obtain'd but by 
the intervention of another grace? And you alas 
who cannot reſolve to reſiſt fin, while youhave grace 
to aſſiſt you in reſiſting it, can you flatter your- 
ſelf that you will have ſtrength enough to leave 
it, when you ſhall be without any grace ? 

| But a perfect contrition, you will tell me, is not 
requiſit to ſalvation. No, neither will you pretend 
to aim at it. Alas more is the pity. Still you are 
ſure, that your own ſelf-love or your natural cowar- 
dice will lead you, one time or other, to be ſor 
for your ſins, through the deſire of eternal happinets 
or tear of everlaſting wretchedneſs: And that with 
confeſſion will do. What! Your ſelf-love? your 
cowardice? Ah ! What ſelf-love can you have to 
depend upon, who will lay your whole Salvation 
at ſtake tor one tranſient pleaſure? What cowar- 
dice can you rely o vn in yourſelves, who dare riſk 
eternal damnation tor the meer imaginary taſte of 
pleaſure, in one criminal conſent which you may 
not live to yy cs wicked ſatisfaction of? But be 
it as you ſay, To obtain that attrition, and to have 
the heart to confeſs and do penance, you will till 
want grace. And that grace is not to be had with- 
out prayer. Now what aſſurance have you that 


| A will be able to pray, when you are left to your- 


Ives? For no- one can even call upon the ſacred 
name of Jxsus, unleſs the lord gives him the grace 
and the heart ſo to do, You ſee then, beloved, 
that there is no ſmall difficulty for a ſinner to ob- 
tain Repentance, tho* he ſhould have the time 
and the will to acquire it. Upon the whole, the 
odds againſt you, when without grace, are ſo great; 
that, while you have grace, you cannot make too 
good a uſe of it to avoid fin. For if we had time 
to run a diviſion upon all the hazards dangers ans 
difficulties you will meet with in ſuch a ſituation to 
hinder your repenting; you would find, that the 
odds againſt you are at leaſt ninety-nine to one: 
And therefore, that you can with no ſenſible ſafety 
exchange the ſtate of grace I hope you are in for 
that of a ſinner; becauſe nothing is ſo little -to- be 
depended upon by you at preſent as future repen- 
tance. * 


II. And Vet) beloved, there is — ſo much 
to be deſired or depended upon as preſent repen- 
tance, by ſuch as have been already unhappy 
enough to fall into ſin. If then there is any-one 
here ſo miſerable as to be involved in mortal ſin, 
let him not deſpair, let him not perſiſt in it, but let 
him repent. Let him ſeize the gracious leiſure 
which is yet allow'd him. Let him catch the fly-. 
ing grace which is till proffer'd him by my mouth. 


Repent, O ſinner, repent. It is the onl remedy 
ou now have. Fly each to the throne of your of- 


fended God, and with the humble publican * 
F or 
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rey. . Cry-out mightily: Lord be merciful to 
be e * epair 9 ee con- 
feſs your fins, do penance and be ſorry for wha 
ou are done. Return to me, ſays the Lord, ang 
7 will return to you. All the ſatisfaction the lord 
requires of you is, that you ſhould repent, - and for- 


ke your evil courſes., Can you then refuſe the ea- 
n you have any objec- 


terms he offers vou x 
2B, againſt repentance ? yh ider, beloved, that 
it is ablolutely neceſſary, it is ſoyereignly uſeful and 
always infallible where it is ſincere. 3 
It is neceſlary to juſtify the mercy of Gop in 
ring vou. You have offended his majeſty and a- 
buſed his grace: It concerns his juſtice therefore not 
to admit you to pardon and mercy till you do ſome- 
thing to deſerve it; and what leſs can you do to 
: deſerve mercy, than to be ſorry for what you have 
done amiſs, and fin no more. d the cities of Sa- 
dom and Gomorrah done this while they had time; 
pay, had but a ſmall number of their inhabitants 
done it for the reſt ; they had all (horrid as their 
crimes were) been ſayed from the wrath which o- 
vertook them, 4s I live, ſays the Lord, 1 will 
not the death of a ſinner ; but, rather, that he be 
converted and live, It was repentance which re- 
ſtored the criminal David to the grace and favour 
of his offended Maker. It was by repentance that 
the Magdalen acquired the enviable degree of love 
and tenderneſs which Chriſt expreſs'd tor her. And 
had Judas too, even Judas, repented as he ſhould 
have done; even he might have riſen to a degree 
of grace as great as that of any of his fellow apoſ- 
tles. Alas! He did repent; but how did he repent? 
Not with a repentance of love, of hope, of tender- 
neſs ; but with a repentance of deſpair, a repen- 
tance infinitly more criminal than his very treache- 
ry to Chriſt. Ah finner ! Sinner ! unhappy ſinner ! 
Be not thus diſmay d. Tho? you have hitherto 
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follow d that wretch in your treachery and ingrati. 


4 


tude to.Gop, by ſelling his grace for a ſinful ſatis- 
faQtion, follow him not in his frantic repentance, 
No; hope in the mercies of your goed God and 
call upon him for forgiveneſs. Remember the re- 
ception he gave to the penitent Pſalmiſt, to the 
humble Publican, to the repenting ſinner who 
waſh'd his feet with her tears; and, as you 


have outſtript them in what they did amiſs, grudge 


not to equal them in what they did right. You 
ſee the great uſefulneſs of repentance in the fruit 
they reap'd from it. And what ſhould hinder you 
from reaping the ſame fruits? The efficacy of a fi- 
cere repentance is always infallible, always certain, 
No ſinner is ' excepted from the benefit of Gov': 
mercy, who will but recur to it in time. © Come 
„now, O finner, /ays the Lord in Iſaiah, come let 
© us reaſon together. Waſh you, make you clean, 
put away your evil doings from before my eyes, 
and though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 
as. White as ſnow,” Do ſo then, O Chriſtians: 
Throw yourſelves on the mercies of Gov, hide 
yourſelves in the wounds of your dear Redeemer, 
repent, do penance and ſin no more: That as you 
have given more diſpleaſure to heaven by one moi. 
tal fin than ninety- nine juſt men have done by their 
venial offences; ſo ſeeing the miracle of your con 
verſion, and conſidering the odds which were agaiull 

ou, the h4zards, the dangers, the difficulties you 
have ſurmounted in it, there may be more joy il 
heaven upon every-one of you who doth penance, 
than 4c ninety- nine juſt, who have none of thoſe 
difficulties to ſurmount becauſe they need not pe- 
nance. Thus ſhall your repentance be rewardel 
with a perfect forgiveneſs, and your forgivene(s be 
crown'd with a confirmation of grace in this life 
and a certainty of glory in the next. Which In lle 
name, &c. 3 
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and it came ſe paſi, when the multitudes. preſid 


upon lim to bean the word of Gob. TY 
4 d HERE was a time then, beloved, when 
the word of Gop had charms enough in it, 


to attract men to hear it. It did not always appear. 
io dry, inſipid and void of reliſh, but that ſome men 


could find matter of pleaſure in it. Nay what bare 
I ſaic? Why did I not rather ſay, that it has beer 
found fo richly full of the uſeful and delightful, that 
whole multitudes were induced to run after it 

why then (ah! why?) is mankind grown ſo ſhaw” 
fully indifferent to it now? I it, perhaps, that! 
has loſt any part of it's intrinſic va lue? Has it , 


in itſelf the lame real virtue and reliſh it ever * 


fer PEN TEE OG H 75 
pagedntry, forne mountebink, or Lorne Enthuſiaſtic 


impoſtor; and no ties, no buſineſs, no engagements, 


i 197 20,1241 7 ag) lar: ing 063.03 #5 
n a word, is it not now every way the ſame, it 
as was 7 Yes, beloved ! The word of Gop is 
till the ſame; but men are not the ſame. Once 
they had ears and organs. to receive. the, ſacred 
ſounds of truth. Then ven Je, rfidious Jews, 
the enemies of Chriſt, who ſcorn'd his power and 
delpiſed his perſon, {till found ſuch true delight in 
Gov's inſtruQive voice, that they could leave thei! 
houſes, families, affairs and all, to follow the very 
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| multitudes, without conſulting eaſe, 
or, ſafety, unſtay d by fears of wanting ſeats or elbow- 


Chriſt ; anxious to learn the - will ian 
ous perverſe 


urge him to it, that Chriſtians (men who prete 
72 proves and follow Chriſt) ſhould be i, 
wretchedly as we ſee 

to Gop's holy word, ſtil rich with heavenly know- 


believe, that theſe can ſcarce n to ſtep ono 
to the i what their all-gracious fovereign, 


muſt take long ney for it; expoſe themſelves 


lure ; yet; they could "gd a pleaſure. too. 
0 


$5 4 


ly ſubjects, and could, ſometimes give-up. the far- 
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Hut our modern Chriſlians have 
@ fred open 7, l fr d, ther 8 

nem, but what is carnal, merely car- 
nal, Talk to them of ſome idle ſhow, ſome filly 


ening word is preach? 


be, who deſplſeth you, deſpiſeth me. 


? II. hat a 
Sop with a due diſpoſition. 


facred or prophane, have power to reſtrain their ea - 
gerne ſs: No hardſhips, dangers or fatigues, are a- 


ble to deter them from tingfing witty the rudeſt 


mob, to gratify their ſenſeleſs N But tell 


them of deing ctouded at a Sermos : Tell them 
waiting eaſe or elbow-rootn ; and prieſts wrt A im 
the word of Gop to benches, or never preach at all 


for aught they care. For then fotſooth the find 


themſelves ſo weak; they are ſo naturally delicate, 
that every fancied inconveniency affrights them: 
And <fouds ate excellent excuſes to omit neceſſut 
duty. Well! let us grant, that, in thoſe old for- 
rotteti. times when prieſts had crouds to preach to, 
the excuſe was good, But now what plea can be- 
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alledged in favour, of the ſtrange indifference which 


you, beloved, ſhe to Gov's iuſttuctive word; but 
that you have no ears for àught wich is not earthly. 

Have you not, in 1257 place where Gop's en ht- 
| d, room, conveniency and lel- 

ſure more than needful? And yet what uſeleſs pains 
we take to draw you to attend to What your hea- 
venly Lord commiſſions us to ſay to you? Ah! 

Whete are now the crouds, the, throngs, the eager 


W prefing from every quattet to liſten to 
t ; . 11 | ; : | f ? . 


their es 
Wa i, 


the word o 


me, may- be, that the caſe is altet d; 
30D is not convey'd t6 you at preſefit 
as it was formerly by Gop's own mouth: For all 
his doctrins now are ſpoken to you at ſecond hand, 


and only by his miniſters, and therefore cannot be 
the ſame. But give me iN that you 
eee and groſly too. 


| Sitely you are 
very ſhort of, memory, or but a little faith would 


ſet you right. Remember what your Saviour tells 


his miniſters, Be, who beareth you, beareth me; and 
"Tis not the 


preacher then you go to hear; but God himſelf, 


whole voice and inſtrument he is; Ard therefore, 


as often as you neglect or ſcorn to hear him, it is 


Gop and not the grief whom you deſpiſe. And what 


can you-expedt from ſuch a ſcorn, but that your 
flighted Gop ſhould flight you in_ his turn; with- 


draw his grace; and leave you to yourſelves? Ah 


riſtians | Provoke no longer then the 


. beloved., 

0 s juſt contempt; but eagerly embrace all 
oppo of Frans him, ene out his 
b 


elled will to practice it. And that your attention 


. 


to his holy word may, be of profit to you; let me 
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point-out to you, in brief; 3 
5 1. What gif ſitions are required to hear the 
word of Gop with irate 
the fruits of hearing the word of 
43 [AY 
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„ © Speak then: Yes ſpeak, O Lord, thy ſervants 
de hear thee. And whale them ſpeakeſt 2 us give 
us thoſe diſpoſitions which may make thy bleſ- 
4 ſed words of uſe to us. For ah | If thou do'ſt 
not give; where ſhall we hope to gain them?“ 
I. Sluggiſh and negligent as the major part c 
| Chriſtians are, I . to chains them 4 
with never going to hear the word of Gop. No: 
there are ſome, who, when at leiſure, when neither 
buſineſs nor pleaſure interferes, that is, in ſhort, 
when they have nothing elſe to do, will go to _ 
an exhortation. It is an agreeable amuſement : . 
the preacher be an orator ; his diſcourſe will give 
them pleaſure: If not; it will at leaſt afford them 
diverſion. And this they are always ſure of, that 
they will have an opportunity of ling an hour, 
which hangs heavy upon their hands. But is this, 
| Beloved, is this a Chriſtian way of hearing the word 


of Gov? Is not this a frame of mind fitter for a 


ball or a play? What benefit can any-one expect to 
reap from Gop's ſacred truths, who approaches to 
hear them with ſo much indignity ? Where is the 
wonder then, that of ſo many Chriſtians who reſort 
to hear the word of Gop, ſo few, ſo very few, come 
benefited from it? The matter is plain? The ma- 
jor part of them take no pains to cultivate their ſouls, 
for the reception and retention of this divine ſeed, 
and therefore can receive no fruit from it. 
The diſpoſitions then neceſſary to enable a Chri- 
ſtian to hear God's holy word with profit, are of 
three ſorts. The Firſt fort are requiſit before you 


approach to hear the word of Gop; the Second 


while you are actually hearing it; and the laſt when 
you have heard it. The diſpoſitions with which 
© you. ought to approach to hear the word of God, 
are purity of intention, recollection and prayer. Cu- 


rioſity, diſſipation and indevotion are proper diſpoſi- 


tions enough to ſet- out with to a farce or a concert: 
All you can propoſe from either is preſent diverfion ; 
and that your curioſity will agree with, your diſſi- 
-pation will promote, and your indevotion will double. 
at ſurely theſe can never be fit preparations for 
hearing the ſacred word of Gop. yet how 
mady Chriſtians pay viſits to preachers, with. no 
better a proviſion ! How many are led to hear 


Gop's awful word from preacher to preacher, out 


of no better a principle than vain or malicious curi- 
- ofity? Either more to tickle their ſenſes with his 
language or action, if it be ſuch as their felf-conceit 
approves of; than to ſtrengthen their minds with 
his doQtrin? Or elſe to gratify a mean inclination to 
cenſure and criticiſm? How many follow a preach- 
er, becauſe they.are pleaſed: to like the man? And 
how many for no better a motive than becauſe 
others do ſfo?- Ah fooliſh mortals! Is this a ſuffici- 
ent diſpoſition for-Chriſtians to ſet· out wit to liſt- 
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man but his doctrin 


en to the miniſters of Gon? Whether you think 
the preacher a perfe& or imperfe& man in himſelf; 
what has his perſonal merit to do with the ſacred 
truths he is commiſſion'd to utter to you? Has not 
your Saviour, in the xxiiid of St. Matthew, already 
directed you to mind what his miniſters ſay, with- 
out regard -to what they do. It is not then the 
are to mind. As long there- 
fore as a preacher is not ſo imperfect as to be dif- 
countenanced by the Church from teaching you; 
what excuſe will your diſeſteem of him be for your 
diſregarding him when teaching you how to be bet- 
ter than himſelf? In like manner, let him be 25 
you with him; what has the manner of his delive- 
ry to do with the doctrins he delivers? Whether 
his expreſſion, his action, and his perſon be plez- 
fing to you or not; are not the divine maxims he 
utters ſtill the ſame, and ought not you then to em- 
brace them with equal ardour ? So you will, Belo- 
ved; if you come not to us more out of idle or mal: 
cious curioſity than out of the pious deſire of im- 
provement. That is one of the faults St. Paul cha- 
ges the Theſſalonians with, and that, I fear, is 
ault in too many of you, who walk ungquietly, a 
the apoſtle ſays,working notbing, but curiouſly mec- 
ling.“ How many alas! How many, ſays a cel. 
*©' rated author, hunt after truth, not in truth it- 
« ſelf, but in a maze of vanity; and finding the 
truth they ſeek, apply it not to a true purpoſe, 
* but to a purpoſe of vanity | and what is the moſl 
*PFwretched of all is that, in the very words of life, 
© they negociate the buſineſs of death.” 
But this, youll ſay, is not the caſe with us, ve 
come with no evil deſigns. Perhaps not, Beloved: 
But do you come with any deſigns at all? If you 
don't; you might as well forbear to come hither, 
or any where elſe, where the word of Gob 5 
preach*d. If you repent not of your former life; 
if you deſire not to reform; if you don't approach 
with the intention to learn from Gop the means of 
doing fo ; in vain you liſten te the word of GoD. 
The obſtinacy of your will is an impediment to al 
the fruits you might be capable of reaping from it: 
and © You will only find Freſh matter in the vord' 
of life to negociate the buſineſs of death.” 
yet I don't pretend to ſay, that none, who, are in? 
ſtate of mortal ſin, ſhould go to hear the word of 
Gov ; or that they are abſolutely incapable of be. 
nefiting by it. No: Such have the greateſt 
and reaſon of all, to go and to go often. And ſuch 
may reap the greateſt fruits by reaping their comer” 
ſion ; provided they approach with a ſincere deſire 
of repentance, and with the refolution to ino 
themſelves how-to repent, and to put their , 
tion in practice. For without this what do they 
but turn Gop's ſacred word into ridicule, Þ) - 
to ĩt wich obſtinate intention to neglect — 
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mortal ſin or not then, Beloved, ſuch as approach 
to hear God's holy word, without the purpoſe of 
improving by it, put an affront upon the Lord of 
Majeſty ; and thus © in the very words of life, they 
« negociate the buſineſs of death.” - _ 
But how ſhall we come by a right intention with- 
out a little recollection? Can the immediate pal- 
ſing from prophane, perhaps criminal amuſements, to 
the ſacred employment of liſtening to Gop, be 
any proof of repentance, or of the deſire of it? Or 
can an actual ſituation of attachment to ſin, be a 
proper diſpoſition towards learning to quit it? No; 
ſurely it is neceſſary, before we can learn to quit ſin, 
to enter into Ja 7 iba in order to be acquainted 
with the nature of our attachment to it. O my 
God | Is it poſſible we ſhould be deſirous of ſeek- 
ing and finding thee, while we are voluntarily eſtran- 
ged and alienated from ourſelves? Ah! No, Chri- 
ans : It is impoſſible. Before you approach then 
to hear Gop's holy word; it is highly important 
for you to enter into yourſelves, and there to exa- 
min what you are, what you ſhould be, and how 
you may paſs from what you are, to what you 
ought to be. If you do this with humility, and ſe- 
rious ſincerity ; you will not fail to find, that you 
are miſerable ſinners, that you ought to become pe- 
nitent ſaints, and that the liſtening in a proper man- 
ner to Gop's miniſter, is one of the moſt probable 
means of converting you from ſinners to ſaints, 
Nor can you-recolle& thus much without ſeeing the 
abſolute neceſſity of recurring to God for aſſiſtance, 
to make a proper uſe of that means. The b. 
how much ſtrength you want to break the crimi 
ties you are held by, how much grace you ſtand in 
need of to lay hold on a holy repentance, and what 
ſuperior lights you have occaſion for, to reap theſe 
advantages from the divine doctrin which you pro- 
poſe to apply to, will ſweetly force you to throw 
yourſelves proſtrate and ſuppliant before your Maker 
for his co-operation with your good deſigns, and 
Jou will inſenſibly cry-out in the fulneſs of your 
mollified heart, with the humble Publican and pe- 
nitent Pſalmift, Lord be merciful to me a inner ! 
Lord, give me underſtanding that I may know thy 
laws. In ſuch diſpoſitions you may approach with 
cenfidence to liſten to Gop's word from the mouth 
of his miniſter ; but without them, Beloved, alas 


you are miſerably murdering your time, and © in 


* the very words of life, negociating the buſineſs of 


« death.” 

The word of God deliver'd hy the mouth of hi 
miniſters, is undoubtedly the wy of life : — 
much as it is capable of producing life in the ſouls 
of ſuch as hear it, be they actually ever ſo dead to 
the divine Grace: For the words of God are Ati- 
A and life itſelf, and life is their proper operation. 
But there. is another effect they may, and alas often 
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do produce, and that is death, the death-of obſtina- 
cy in ſin; which always leads to that of eternal per- 
dition. This effect indeed is foreign to the Divine 
word itſelf ; is produced only by accident; and de- 
pends chiefly on the diſpoſition of the hearer. To 
make the word of God then the ſeed of life, and not 
of death to you, ſee what diſpoſition you are in, 
while you are actually hearing it. Have you the 
faith in it, which Chriſtians ought to have, Belo- 
ved? Do you attend to it with a truly Chriſtian ear- 
neſtneſs? Do you apply it with humility as Chriſti- 
ans ought to do? In ſhort, in the words of life, are 
you negociating the buſineſs of life or of death ? If 
you believe the ſacred doQtrins you hear, to be the 
words of Gop ; if you have preſent in your mind 
what Chriſt ſaid to us his miniſters, be, who bears 
you, bears me: And if the faith youthave in your Sa- 
viour fills you with conviction, that you are hearing 
Gop himſelf, while you liſten to his miniſters; 
your faith is truly lively, and you have made one 
ſtep towards negociating the buſineſs of life. But 
ah Chriſtians ! If, inſtead of this, you mean only to 
hear the miniſter of God; if you take what he ſays 
only for the ſentiments of a man like yourſelves, a 
frail man as liable to error as you are; what benefit. 
can you hope to reap from what you hear? Gop 
has not promiſed any fruits to the words of men: It / 
is his word only which is ſpirit and life; and you a- 
las, for want of believing it ſuch, are negociating in 
it the buſineſs of death. It was by ſuch an unhap- 
y miſbelief, that Pharao provoked Gop to leave 
him to the hardneſs of his own heart. He refuſed' 
not to hear the word of Gop by the mouth of his 
miniſter Moſes ; but then he would not believe he 
was hearing Gop but Moſes. No wonder therefore, 
that he ſhould deſpiſe God's ſacred injunctions, per- 
ſiſt in his ſin, and negociate the buſineſs of death, 
& in the very words of life.” | 
Liſten then, Beloved, liſten to the ſaving leſſons you 
hear from God's miniſters, as to God himſelf. Hear 
them attentively : For 'tis God himſelf who ſpeaks, 
Call-out to him with eagerneſs, as Samuel did;. 
Speak. Lord for tby ſervant bearetb. Abſtract your 
thoughts from the merit or demerit of the preacher, 
who is nothing more than the ſimple inſtrument to 
convey the ſacred ſound to you; and let your God 
engroſs all your attention. Should you receive a 
letter from your parent, your friend or your ſove- 
reign ; would you neglect the contents of that to 
attend to the garb, the air, or the worth of the per- 
ſon who brought it? Would not your eagerneſs to 
know the will of the perſco, who ſent him, rather 
prompt you to overlook the bearer and ſearch into 
the grateful ſubject he brings? And why ſhall not you 
do the ſame, when your Gd fends his pleaſure to 
you by the means of his miniſter ? * It is not then 
* tothe ſpeaker, ſays a venerable author, that the 
: ö heaters 
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ct hearers of God's word are to attend; not to his 
< inſignificant perſon : No, but to the things he 
« ſpeaks. They are what ought to. engroſs the 
< whole recollection of his ſoul, becauſe the truths 
< he delivers, he brings from God.” | 
And yet of what uſe can the livelieſt faith, or 
ſtricteſt attention be; unleſs you are humble enough 
to apply what God ſays to you, and to apply it to 
yourſelves? It you hear the word of God, only to 
apply it to others ; you may learn from it indeed to 
become notable cenſors of other people's miſcon- 
duct: But what will that avail, towards correcting, 
or excuſing your own? Ah how many reſort to ex- 
hortations merely to learn how to inveigh with a 
colour of zeal againſt their neighbours! Hypocrites! 
Public peſts, who, by inverting the good net of 
every preacher turn his charitable reproofs into 
downright ſcandal ; find a perſonal reflection in eve- 
Ty thing he ſays; and, in every. kind of Sinner he 
means to convert, can tell better than he whom he 
muſt level at. 
-ply what they hear to themſelves? No. If they 
id; after ſo many times hearing the ſacred word 
of God, we might expect to ſee them ſomething 
better' d. Inſtead of which you will find them ever 
worſe, after the laſt exhortation ; becauſe as my au- 
thor obſerves © in the words of life, they negociate 
<c the buſineſs of death, | 


It was thus poor David had liked to do, when af 


ter his Sin of adultery and murder, the prophet Na- 
than came to him from God, and repreſenting his 
crime to him, under the parable of a man rich in 
cattle, who had robb'd a poor man of the only ewe 
he had, ask'd him what puniſnment ſuch a wretch 
deſerved. David, was not ſo bad, bit he was 


ſhock'd at the injuſtice, he abhorr'd the heinouſ- 


neſs of ſuch an act in another, and was immedi- 
ately for putting him to death: But ah ! he was 
too much blinded by his own ſelf-love, to ſee how 
much more guilty and baſe he himſelf was. The 
prophet was forced to apply to him, Thou, thou 
ar't the man, who has't robb'd Urias of ebe only 
wife be bad. Ah Chriſtians! Chriſtians ! If you 
mean to profit then by hearing the word of Gd; 
apply it to yourſelves. When you hear him re- 
proaching Sinners of their perverſeneſs,, and de- 
manding ſatisfaction by the mouth of his miniſters; 
be prophets to yourſelves, and prevent God's ſen- 
tense by your own. Cry- out inwardly every-one to 
' yourſelf, ** Thou, thou ar't the man, who has't 
robb'd this ſoul of the only grace it had.” 

Such are the diſpoſitions requiſit, Beloved, to 
hear the word of Ged, with any advantage. And 
yet theſe are not all. No, the preſent compuncti- 
on which his divine doctrin may work in you, while 
you are actually hearing him, can but little avail 
you; if you do not improve the preſent benefit in- 
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ception in your mind and heart, and yt to take no 


_ © muſtard till it be pounded? So neither does the 
_ «© word of Gd exert it's virtue, till it be rightly digeſſ- 


But do wretches like theſe ever ap- 


of moſt conſequence the word of Gop, ot the 


to a laſting one. And how can you propoſe to 
this; if, as ſoon as you depart from an exhortation, 
ou take no more thought about it ? To reap then 
rom the word of God, the laſting fruits it is capa- 
ble of yielding, you muſt digeſt it in your mind, and 
practice it in your actions. Theſe are the difpoſi. 
tions in which you ought to depart. Alas of what 
ufe can it be to you, to give the word of God re- 


care of cultivating either in a manner fit to cheriſh 
it? „ What fragrancy has incenſe, ſays St Auguſtin, 
till it be thrown on the fire? Or what reliſh has 


ed in the heart.” And yet, Beloved, let your heart 
and mind have ever ſo digeſted God's holy word; 
unleſs you bring it forth in your actions, of what 
purpo e is it to you? © If any one, /ays a learned 
© Author, hears the word of God, and expreſſes it 
not in his actions; what is he like but the man, 
whom St. James the apoſtle hints at; who, al. 
ter examining his face in a glaſs, forgets his own 
ſemblance, the very inſtant he turns his back on 
* it.” In ſhort, to what purpoſe have you heard, 
to what end have you received into your ſouls the 
word of God; ic, after hearing, after cheriſhing i, 
you ſtifle all it's fruits by forgetting or neglecting it! 
Gop ſpeaks nothing in vain : What he ſays to you 
by the mouth of His miniſter, is for your conver- 

on and ſalvation: And if you hear it and do not 
make uſe of it to that end; are you not contemr- 
ing the tiches of Gop's grace, and © in the word 
of life negociating the buſineſs of death? Whit 
will ſerve greatly to confirm all I have hither 
faid, concerning this ſubject, is a very remarkabk 
paſſage of St. Foguftin to this purpoſe. © Wbich, 
* ſays this wonderful doctor, which ſeems to pc 


* body of CyrrsT? If you will anſwer truly, 0 
* muſt ſay, that the word of God is not inferid! 
* to the body of Chriſt? and, that therefore, be 
is not lefs criminal, who hears and negleQs the 
« word. of God, than andther would be, who, 
ce through his own negligence, ſhould {offer the 
body of Chriſt to fall to the earth.” 


I. Ah Chriſtians !. deareſt” Fellow-Chriſfur 
Have you confider'd all this before? At lealt, ji 
the conſideration of all this ſufficient to cu by 
for the future, to acquire the diſpoſitions eq” + : 
reaping, from the word of Gov, the bleſſed Lis 74 
is capable of producing? 1s not my word 77 
ſays the Lord by his prophet Jeremiah; 4, 
hammer which break#th the” retł in 9 kun 
yes, beloved: There is no heart fo barden 1 
muſt melt before the facred word of Go, g. 
heard with' ſimplicity of mind ard heart, u. 


— 


mility and fervor, with faith and deſire, with at- 
tention and application. 'There is no ſinner ſo con- 
firm'd in ſin but upon hearing the word of Gop, 
if he will but gell it and follow it, may be mould- 
ed into a penitent, may be converted and live. Con- 
verſion is the great fruit of Gop's holy word duly 
heard, the conſequence of which is no leſs than e- 
ternal life. And therefore is it that holy David, 
who had had the experience, tells us, that the /aw 
of the Lord is immaculate converting ſouls. St. Ber- 
nard gives us a beautiſul deſcription of ſome of the 
ſweet effects of it thus attended to. The foul, 
* (ſays he) acquieſces, by the word of God, to 
„ converſion; is enlighten'd by it to knowledge; 
© repoſes in it for virtue; is reform'd, by it, to 
„ wiſdom: By conforming to it, it acquires beau- 

© ty; by wedding it becomes fruitful; and by en- 
5 joying it reaps Jelight.” All theſe are the fruits 
of the word of Gop heard with a right diſpoſition. 
St. Ambroſe goes farther ſtill, and tells us, that 
«© whoever is fed with the word of CHRIS Tr, is in- 
different to all earthly food. That alone can he 
e reliſh, that alone ſatiates the ſoul and fattens the 
* bowels.” In a word, what the ſaint would give 
you to underſtand, is, that nothing is ſo capable as 
the word of God, once truly reliſh'd, to give you 
a diſtaſte to all which is worldly. - Nothing will 
ſooner convince you of the real inſipidneſs of all 
which is earthly, and nothing will give you a great- 
er thitſt and * after the ſolid joys it points- 
out to you. This P ſee no where more ſtrictly 
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verified than in the preſent Goſpel, where we fin 
that the Apoſtles, after hearing the words ot 
CnrtsT, if all things to follow bim. They 
were made ſenſible how taſteleſs, how joyleſs, and 
how worthleſs was every thing created, in compe- 
tition with hearing and tollowing him. And there- 
fore, leaving all things they followed bim. So will 
you do ; if, like them, You Lak upon bim to bear 
the word of God, and do ſo with the ſame inward 
and outward diſpoſitions they were in. And if, be- 
loved, you have faith enough in your Saviour's 
words to believe, that, hearing us you hear him; . 
you will be more diligent, than you have hitherto - 
been, to preſs upon us to hear the word of Gop. 
This we ask of you for your ſakes not for our own. 
What is it to us whether you come cr not, but that 
we have your falvation at heart? We receive no- 
thing, ask nothing, want nothing from you. We 
preach the Goſpel to you freely and without coſt, 
why will you not hear it as freely? All we require 
of you, Chriſtians, is that you bring ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions as may quality you to receive true, ſolid, and 
laſting benefit from the ſacred doctrins we deliver to 
you from Gop, that in the words of life you 
* may not negociate the buſineſs of death,” by 
having to anſwer for neglecting the riches of hi- 
mercy, but that you may reap from them the bleſ- 
- ſings they are ready to yield you, which is a life of 
laſting grace in this world, and a life of everlaſting 
glory with your Gop in the next. Which, Cc. 
In the name, &c. 
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| St. MATTHEW v. 21. 
Unleſs your juſtice abound more than that of the 


Scribes and Phari 
kingdom of . s you ſball not enter into the 


„ can there be any poſſibility of ſuch a juſ- 
8 tice as this? Can our juſtice abound more 
than that of men, who lay claim to the utmoſt-nice- 
ty of juſtice? Who were more ſtrict obſervers of the 
law than the Scribes and the Phariſees ? None more 
remarkably. liberal than they in benefactions to the 
boon whom they even gathered to their doors b 
the ſound of trumpet, to partake of their domet. 
tie alms, over and above the large ſums they threw 
— * common treaſury of the neceſſitous, in the 
ble. They were ſo averſe from public ſcardat, 


Hus. 


— 
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that they ſuffer'd not the leaſt defect in their neigh- 
bours to paſs unreproved. Then how did they faſt * 
So rigorouſly, that their very countenances were 
disfigured,. their cheeks pale and wan, their eyes: 
perfectly ſunk for want of aliment ; and every fea-- 
ture ſpoke their inward ſuffering: In the temples. 
they were always at the head of Gop's people, 
ſpiriting them to prayer, by being the firſt and 


moſt conſpicuous in that holy exerciſe. Nay, their 


very excurſions through the ſtreets were fo many 
acts of public worſhip of their Gov, They were 
not like the reſt of men,. extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 
terers, as the poor publican was: No, they were 
rigid diſcountenancers of every breach of Govy's 
They faſted twice a week, and gave tithes- 
of all they poſſeſs'd. Ina word, they were juſt to- 
a. gunctilio 


to a ſcruple. They were ſo circumſpett in their 
own conduct, as to ſuffer no blemiſh to bring a 
reproach on themſelves; ſo zealous in watching 
the deportment of others, that no man could ſcreen 
a blemiſh from their penetration; and ſo unweari- 


ed in the buſineſs of the divine worſhip, that they 


were for ever ſacrificing, for ever praying, for ever 
taken-up with devotion in their temples, in their 
houſes, nay, in the very ſtreets. Ah beloved! 
what higher degree of juſtice can be aſpired to by 
prieſts, by religious men, by the moſt zealous pro- 
F-ors and teachers of chriſtian perfection. 
Say then, O my Gop, is it not enough even 
that thy miniſters be poſſeſt of a juſtice like this? 


Muſt every layman; every courtier ; every ſoldier, | 


lawyer, mechanic, and even ſervant abound more, 
or be for ever excluded from the kingdom of Hea- 
ven? O poor deluded worldlings! Farewel then to 
your flattering, falſe, deceitful hopes in your little 
merits: Farewell to miſtaken confidence in your 
Jukewarm piety: Farewell to preſumption : Fare- 
well; farewell to Heaven; if you ſtop where you 
are: How ſhort, alas how ſhort, does not all your 
virtue, piety and chriſtian juſtice fall of that of 
'Scribes and Phariſees ? Who Aill, with all their juſ- 
tice miſs'd of Heaven! What vigilance is yours to 
keep your conduct free from blemiſhes, which can- 
Not guard you, from one confeſſion to another, from 


mortal breaches of Goy's ſacred laws? Where is 


* 


good, which makes you 


your zeal to diſcourage vice in others, while every 
day you are ſtrengthening them in evil by your ex- 
ample? Where are the poor, the ſick, or the diſ- 
treſt, fed, viſited, or ae par e) you? 
Where the ſad hearts made glad by,youradvice or 
ſuccour? While you yourſelves are Ftioting in plen- 
ty for your ſeveral ſtations, will all your alms of a 
whole week, I will not ſay, of months, afford one 
dinner to a ſtarving widow ; buy one poor homely 


ſhirt to ſave” a naked orphan from the grave; or 


ſnatch one famiſh'd ſoul from ' preſent _ Is it 
your piety and fervor keeps you from the holy ſa- 


craments, makes you abſent from public prayers ſo 
you ſo Ibth to. liften to Gop's 


often, and renders 
holy word ? In ſhort, is it the zeal you have for 
the Almighty's honour, 2 own and neighbour's 


how weak then is your juſtice compared to that of 


Scribes and Phariſees? And yet, beloved, what- 


ever be your ſtate of life; ſo far from being any 
ways exempt from coming- up to them, your Sa- 


viour tells you all without exception; and there- 


fore, you mult believe it, that Unleſs your juſtice 


+. abound more than that of Scribes and Phariſees, you 


*. 


This is what I intend to make the ſubject of the 


* | C 4 


{ball not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 
% But how can that be, you'll ask me? Why 


T 


o tepid in them all. Alas! 
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Aa punctilio, charitable to profuſeneſs, and religious 


following diſcourſe: In which, for your greater 
improvement, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew ; 


I. In what the juſtice of wy ought to a- 
bound more than that of Scribes and Pbari- 
fees: And . 

II. How much the eternal ſalvation of every 
Chriſtian depends upon this excelling juſtice. 


4 O grant, Almighty Sovereign, thy bleſſing to 
* our humble thoughts: And pointing-out to us 
* the truths we are ſearching after, give us the 
© heart and grace to reap ſalvation from them.” 


I. To know how far you ought to excel the 
Phariſees in your juſtice, it will be neceſſary to ex- 
amine, in what their juſtice was deficient. The 
Phariſaic juſtice then as all exterior ſhe w, the ponip 
of outſide piety without the inward ſpirit of it: l. 
was, in a word, the religion of hypocrits. Your 
juſtice, Chriſtians, muſt be internal, muſt flow 
from the grace of Gop within you and be diveſted 
of all diſſimulation and human reſpe&s. Faſting, 
almſdeeds, and prayer are neceſlary duties ; but 
not ſufficient. Faſting is neceſſary for your own 
good, to ſubdue your own paſſions : Alms are eſſen- 
tially requiſit for your neighbour's good, to reſcue 
him from temptations or ſupport him under them: 
And acts of religion, ſuch as prayer, are indiſpenſi- 
bly required for Gop's honour and to obtain yo! 
his bleſſings. But alas! What are all theſe toge 
ther without an inward Piety? Mere Phariſarc ju- 
ſtice, odious to Gop and uſeleſs to you: And there 
fore Unleſs your juſtice abound mor-; you ball u 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven. ; 

It is no wonder that hypocrits, men whoſe juſtice 
is only Phariſaic, ſhould always carry the faire! 
outſide : They have no other way to impoſe on 
mankind their falſe pretenſions to virtue, inſtes 
of the reality, than by making the moſt ſacred 
means, ſuch as piety, inſtrumental to their wic 
Deceits. Their purpoſe is always to deceive 4 
circumvent, and therefore no means more likely to 7 
ſwer their baſe. intent than a ſhew of ſuch virtue 254 
the wideſt from baſeneſs. It cannot then be furp"” 
ſing to ſee ſuch ſacrilegious wretches clołke 
blackeſt defigns under the candid veil of outſide [n- 
nocence and piety; proſtitute the very mean 
ſalvation to tae ſervice of fin and Satan; and, un. 
a malice out-ſtripping that of Lucifer, fight Go, 
with his own facred weapons. And what crime / 
there ſo flagitious which we may not expect to * 
a man run into, who dares aim at undermining 
the throne of Gop's honour, by paying bim by 
mage; preſumes to turn his laws into e 
making them ſubſervient to rebellion againlt 1 N 
and trembles not to inſult the divine e 


making God himſelf a tool of his wicked devices? 
And what leſs do hypocrits do, whoſe juſtice 1s 
merely Phariſaic, and whoſe virtue and piety, pro- 
ceeding from no inward grace and goodneſs, tend 
only to anſwer the corrupt intentions of pride, 
W avarice, luſt of pleaſure, luſt of power, luſt of ap- 
W plauſe, luxury, or revenge? Ah! Well might your 

| Saviour tell you, that, Unleſs your Juſtice abound 
more than that of ſcribes and Phariſees; you ſhall 
not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 

For O how execrable is ſuch baſeneſs in the ſight 
of God, and even in the eyes of the worſt of men! 
Theſe excepted. But to ſhew the horror of it in 
it's genuin light let us purſue this Phariſaic juſtice 
to it's darkeſt hiding holes. View then ſome hoſpita- 
ble man of modern ſtamp : What throngs of beggars 
croud about his gate! Wherever he goes, the poor 
purſue him with their prayers; and every church or 
W charitable ſociety can witneſs what large donations he 
WE beſtows to feed the famiſh'd, and relieve the oppreſt. 
W Yet truſt him not. His charities, his alms are phari- 
fic, merely phariſaic juſtice. Why does he feed ſome 
poor, but that he may rob many? He is a hunter 
after guardianſhips and truſts; a plunderer of dead 
men's heirs and widows: And therefore may be- 
ſtow ſome ſingle pounds to gain a name, a title to 
execute his thefts without ſuſpicion. For few men 
will believe a charitable man can be unjuſt. But 
ah ! what juſtice is there in ſuch charities? wretch! 
Begin firſt to reſtore the plunder you have heap'd, 
by uſury, oppreſſion of whole families, and breach 
of truſt to helpleſs widows, babes, or other poor 
defenceleſs heirs; and then give Alms. Then, if 
you ſtand not in need of Alms yourſelf: Then, if 
you have one ſingle mite to ſpare; join it with the 
poor widow's two, and you may ſhare with her a 
premium, which till then you are unintitled to, 
however large your benefactions may be. For cha- 
rity which is not built on juſtice is errant theft. 
The man, who has not paid his debts, reſtored his 
ill-gotten wealth, and waſh'd his hands of all the 
fruits of fraud, before he gives an alms, is waſting 
other people's property; is free with what he has 
no right to, and liberal at his neigttbour's coſt. If 


Phariſees not of Chriſtians. Unleſs, beloved, your 
juſtice abound more than that; you ſball not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. T 
What is the juſtice of-this other? A man of 
worth, gracious and free and affable to all. A prieſt 
but asks him one poor ſhilling towards the ſupport 
ot a large family juſt on the point of periſhing 
through want : And with what eaſy grace ſhall not 
he refuſe it! What proteſtations of confuſion will 
not he make; how grieved and downcaſt ſhall nox 
he ſeem, that his perplexity of circumſtance ſhould 
"ce him to diſmiſs God's miniſter unheard in ſuch 


0 7 8 Alas poor gentleman! What pity 
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| his beneficence be juſtice; it is that of Scribes and 
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is it not, that ſuch good- nature ſhould want the 
means to make it uſeful? Ah Chriſtians! Wait and 
you'll ſee, the means are to be found; the end is 
all. Let but a handſome woman tell a diſmal tale; 
let a bold beggar come, back'd with a letter from ; 
ſome powertul man he has a view of intereſt in, or 
from ſome pot- companion; and the good-natured 
man, who refuſed Gop's miniſter a ſhilling, ſhall 
laviſh crowns and guineas in an oſtentatious alms: 
and if he has them not at preſent call; ſhall even 
recur to pledges, to gratify his laviſh fit and make 
the devil laugh. Ah how that common enemy of 
man delights in ſuch miſguided alms! and well he 
may: When ſuch are Sacrifices made to him. For 
is it, think you, the diſtreſs of thoſe who ſue which 
moves this charitable man to liberality? No: "Tis 
his luſt, his avarice, or his pride: His thirſt ot 
wanton pleaſure, ſordid lucre, or unfruitful praiſe. 
Ah wretch! Unhappy wretch? What is this ju- 
ſtice but the juſtice of a Phariſee # Beware then, 
Chriſtians, beware you don't content yourſelves 
with ſuch a juſtice: For Unleſs your juſtice abound 
much more; you ſball not enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven. . | 

Alas! What a pity is it not, that this other 
much better man ſhould take ſuch pains and be at 
ſo great coſt to make himſelf the ſport of hell? It 
is one whoſe ſubſtance is his own. Himſelf un- 
prompted by the luſt of lawleſs pleaſure, intereſt or 
ambition, how liberally he ſhares that ſubſtance 
with the poor! But are the poor the objects of his 
views? Is it the love of Gop which melts his 
heart to pity on his brethren. Ah no! Such mo- 
tives never warm his breaſt; *Tis empty, flattering, 
falſe applauſe which charms his foul to ſoftneſs. 
Elſe --- why is he ſo careful tv diſtribute his dona- 
tions in the broad face of day? Why are ſo many 
ſecond-hands employ'd ? Why is the trumpet made 
to ſound his praiſe through every ſtreet? © O the 
* good man!” The pious man ! The charitable 
*© man!” And how the empty jingle pleaſes him 
Charitable man? can ſuch a man deſerve the name 
of charitable ? Poor vain, miſtaken dupe, ſay I; the 
ſoul of all whoſe benefactions is pride, abominable 
pride, which perch'd forever on his ear, gapes like 
a ſtarved Cameleon, to catch and feed on empty air; 
O that ſuch inconſiderate Phariſaic juſt-men could 
but give one peep into the horrid pit of hell, and 
there behold the ſhocking mirtk which their mif- ' 
taken prodigality creates! How would they labour 
to conceal their alms from Satan's Obſervation! 
Learn then: O! learn, beloved, from their folly, 
to abound in juſtice. Be mindful of your Saviour's | 
words, Unleſs your juſtice abound more than that 
of ſcribes and Phariſees ; Yoa ſball not enter int» 
the kingdom of Heaven, | 

Ah Chriſtian! Chriſtian ! Whoever thou ar't, 
who has't an alms to give, whether a treaſure or 2 

G | _ > 
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mite, beſtow it like a Chriſtian. Give it for the love ers and faſting all are Chriſtian duties, and at time 
of Gop, and for thy miſerable neighbour's ſake. eflential; becauſe enjoin'd by Gop and by hi 
When &er thou do'ſt an almſdeed; ſound net a church. But ſtill even alms and prayers and fa- 
trumpet beſore thee, as the bypecrits do in the ſyna- Ming are of themſelves mere trifles to the love cf 
gogues and in the ftreets; that they may be bonour d Gop for God, and man for God; and only are 
by men. Amen, I ſay to you, they have received enjoin'd as neceſſary means to lift you up to theſe. 
their reward, the empty unavaling praiſe for which Theſe are the ſource and end of all your other dy. 
they did it. Be thou, when <er thy circumſtance ties. On theſe two grand original commands al 
will let thee, as charitable as the proudeſt Phariſee: other laws depend: it then, amuſed and ſatisfied 
But be not proud like him. Let no vain oftentation with minding leſſer obligations, you leave theſe 
rob thee of the merit of thy alms, When thou do'ſi greater duties unfulfill'd ; what is your juſtice more 
an almſdeed; let nat thy left band know what t than Phariſaic? And you know, beloved, what 
right band doth. Give thy humble offering in pri- little hopes you have to build on that. You know, 
vate; that thy almſdeed may be in ſecret: And thy that, unleſs your juſtice abound more than that if 
Father, who ſee'th thee in ſecret, will repay thee. ſcribes and Phariſees ; you ſball not enter into th 
Nay even, if good example ſhould require your K&ingdom of Heaven. | 
alms in public, for then the charity is double; let his is another grand defect, another madnek, 
not vain-glory rob you of the juſt reward you attending Phariſaic juſtice, to leave the ſubſtance 
might expect. No, let your good-works, be- for theſhadow ; and ſcrupulous to ſuperſtition about 
loved, ſbine before men; that they may glorify inferior duties, to flight the fundamental ones. Thu 
your Father who is in Heaven : But ſeek no glory the proud — while nicely ſtrict to all the 
from them to yourſelves, Still let the left hand of external pomp of prayer, forgot the love, the tere 
your pride remain a ſtranger to the good which your Tence, the ſelf-depreſſion which he owed in pre 
right hand of grace and charity performs. Ina fence of his maker: Forgot the tenderneſs he os. 
word, as a venerable Father ſays, * Bo let your ed to his offending brother's frailties. He went-y 
c works appear in public, as that your innocence moſt NC to the temple to pray, ſo far ws 
4 and purity of purpoſe may render them ſtill pri- right, and neceſſary : Nay mere pray'd; but 


« vate in your wiſhes, For, without this, what how? Gop I give thee thanks, that I am not as th 
are your beſt of actions but mere Phariſeic juſtice reſi of men, extortioners, unjuſt adulterers, even a 
thi | 


All. Give alms, give all you have in alms, you are s publicen, What execrable arrogance! Vai 
ſtill but Phariſees, So pray in private, pray in pub- wretch! Do'ſt think, thou haſt diſcharged thy di- 
lic pray in the corners of the ſtreets ; beat bruiſe your 5 > That thou did'ſt come to pray; twas whit 
breaſt: rend Heaven with your cries; make houſes, thy duty made neceſſity : But it was the leaſt of t 
churches eccho with your groans, and crack the great obligations. There is an humble grateful ſel- 
finews of your knees with conſtant prayer: Still if depreſſing love and homage due to Gop: Ther 
your purpoſe be not pure; if Gop be fot the is a charitable feeling for the weakneſs of thy bio. 
ſource and end of all; you are but Phariſees.” A- ther to be practiced befides prayer. Theſe, lite 
* gain .- Faſt, if you pleaſe, and faſt as rigorouſly a. finiſh'd Phariſee, thou has't over-look'd; and 
_ as Phariſees have done, and Chriſtians ought to do; therefore is thy prayer deteſtable to GoD, and 
disſigure every feature of the face, impair your fruitleſs to thylels, Not fo the humble public 
ſtrength, and humble ever ſo your ſleſh with faſting: profer'd his prayer: But landing aſar , He wouls 
Nay ſacrifice your eaſe, your reſt, and every lawful — much as lift-his eyes towarif Heaven * 
Du to faſting; If your firſt view be aught but his-love for Gop, his hatred for himſelf, his füth, 
;0D's etternal glory, your on and neighbour's his hope, his humility and his contrition were i 
good; yon are ſtill at beſt but rigorous Phariſees. ſuch ſweet exceſs, that all he had the preſent po“. 
And what (alas!) can all your Mariſaic ſtrickneſs er to do, was juſt to knock his breaſt and ſay :GoD 
Field you, when, wnleſs your juſtice abound mare be merciful to me a ſinner. His prayer 'tis true *? 
than that of ſcribes and Phariſees; you. ſball nat not ſo long as that of the Phari/ee : But prij® 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven? ſtill a leſſer duty. His love to GOD was g7& 1 
Let no mean purpoſe- then, dear fellow Chrif- he had not grie ved ſo heartily for having offends 
tians, ſeduce you to renounce the kernel for the him; His - fraternal charity was great, or 
ſhell. Reſign not the eternal ſolid joys of Heaven, had not placed himfelf ſo far below hit bal 
for any fleeting empty joys the world can promiſe Phariſaic brother: Theſe are eſſential prior d 4 
or afford you. Let not appearances content you; and theſe he did not over-look. I herefore 17 
but graſp and hold faſt the ſolid. Inſtead of loitering that be nvent down into bis bouſe juſtified me 
about the ſurface of religion, dive to it's ſacred. the other. It is thus even thus, beloved, 500 - 
depths, and never ſuffer yourſelves to overlook eſ- do; if you will be juſtified yourſelves. For Ar. 
ſential. duties for,trifles in them elves. Alms, pray- juſtice is but Phariſaic, without the love * "hou 
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without fraternal charity. If you are only liberal 
in alms; what have you more to brag of than 
Phariſees # Are you more fond of Alms-giving 
than Judas? No: He even diſpnted it with 
Cunisr in the behalf of alms. And, while his 
maſter made no ſcruple to let a box of precious 
ointment be pour'd on his head, his foul was an- 
xious for the poor. But ah the traitor! Judas was 
purfe-bearer; Fadas could thieve; . was not 
honeſt, with all his charity. But tet that pafs: 


Judas had the heart to give an alms, and ſpoke-np, 


for it. Thus far was bravely done; and might be 
charitably meant : We muſt not judge him tilf we 
ſee a cauſe. With all this zeal for giving alms 
then, had he the love the gratitude and reverence 
for CHx1sT he ought to have? No: This was a 
greater, prior, more fobftantial duty: And thrs he 
over-look'd. He made a ſcruple, not to give an 
alms ; but made no ſcruple of betraying his Friend 
and Lord for lucre. So Fudas, with all his cha- 
rity, was ftill a _—— with all his charity, was 
damn'd. And ſo will you be, Chriſtians ; unleſs 
your juſtice abound much more than bis. 

You are fcrupulouſty ſtri& to prayers ? So was 
the Phariſee. He went to church as you do; choſe 
the moſt confpicuous place as ſome of you do; and 
would have been as loth as you to flip one ceremo- 
ny, one outward form, one uſual prayer, or fet of 
devotions : But ftill, with all this fair outſide, his 
heart was foul, he wanted love to Gop and chari- 
ty to man; and therefore, all his juſtice was hypo- 
criſy, and all his fruit perdition. So, beloved, fo 
will yours be, unleſs your juſtice abound much more 
than his. X 

However ſtrictly, Chriſtians, you may faſt; if 
you ſtop there, in what do you excell the Phariſee ? 
They faſted frequently, and that with rigour too. 
How many meals did they abſtain from more than 
you are ever taught to do! They ſnunn'd whatever 
could defile them. So very ſqueamiſtt were they, 
that they refuſed to enter Pilate's palace, when 
Chriſt was tried, for fear of being defiled and un- 
| diſpoſed for eating the paſchal lamb. And yet, O 
ſhocking nicety ! They thought it no defilement to 
dip their hands in blood; to hunt the innocent to 
death; and glut their cruel malice on their Saviour, 
with more than favage fierceneſs. Such, ſuch is 
the juſtice of a Phariſee : M yours exceed not this, 
in vain you faſt, give aims and pray. Unleſs your 
Juſtice abound more than that of $rides and Pha. 
riſees ; you ſball not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
ven e You cannot be ſaved. No, Chriſtians : There 
is no falvation for merely Pharifaic. juſtice: Yours 
muſt abound more. 

II. It was ſaid to Phariſees, Thou ſhalt not kill 
But you are Chriſtians ; and it is ſaid to you, that 
you are not fo much as to reſent: For, whoſoever 
of you is angry with bis brother ſball be in danger 


of judgment. It was faid to them of old: Thou ſhals 
not commit adultery : But you are even forbid a luft- 
tut look, for you are Chriſtians, and muſt abound 
more; wherefore, whoſoever of you ſball ſee a wwo- 
man to loft after her, 
tery in his heart. To them it was ſaid of old: 
Thou fbaPt not commit perjury. But you, beloved, 
are commanded more: I fay fo you, fays CRI T, 
not to ſwear at all, To them it was faid : An eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But ah, my 
friends! This is to you no ſanction for revenge. 
You are diſciples of Chriſt: You, F one ſtrike you 
on the cheek, muſt not return the blow, but turn 
to him the other. If you are defrauded of your 
right by litigious men, you are not therefore to re- 
tatiate fraud with fraud. In a word, you are to 
give without hope of return; to lend without ufu- 
ry, where needful, as far as your circumſtances will 
permit. You are to practice charity, and not pur- 
ſue revenge. Let phariſaic juſtice teach you t lade 
your neighbour and hate your enemy: Is that a doc- 
trin tor you to follow? No, Chriſtians. Your Sa- 
viour teaches you the contrary; I fay to you, love 
your enemies, ſays Chriſt, de good to thoſe why hate 
you, and pray for thoſe who perfecute you. Hard, 
hard conditions theſe, you cry! But ah, Chriſtians ! 
is it not ſtill much harder to be damnd? And yet you 
muſt be ſo, unlefs you acquieſce, and do all this. 
Unlefs you endeavour to be perfect, as alſa your 
heavenly Father is 1 you cannot be faved : 
Unleſs your juſtice abound more than that of Scribes 
and Phariſees; you fhatl not enter into the Ring- 
dom of Heaven. You fee then, beloved, how mach 
the eternal falvation of every Chriſtian depends up- 
on this exceſling juſtice, You fee, here is no ex- 
ception made for any of you, rich or poor, or 
ſtrong or weak, or learned or illiterate. Even the 


poor day-labouring weeder, who cannot read nor 


write, knows but her catechiſm, and a'few good 
P ſhall never enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 


and Phariſees, thoſe earned gmdes and teachers of 


unleſs — uftice abvund more than that of Scribes 
'Gov's people. O ſtrange! Prodigions! And yet, 


beloved, it is no more ſtrange than true. 


Come then, dear Chriftians, let us deſcend then, 


for fome few minutes, and take a view of hell: 
Fhere you will hear theſe truths confirn' by fome, 


whom fad experience has convinced, though once 
you may be. What! Does the 
Ah ! Think then, mor- 


as — Ly N 
bare propoſa 
tals, RG — profpect of it do? Is it 
not better to be ſhock'd for minutes than for eter- 
nity * Who knows but you may credit thoſe loſt 
ſouls? Who knows but they make you 
Chriſtians; tho* I, God's miniſter, cannot. | 
thoſe wretches, whom, methinks, I ſee, 
feeding on brimſtone all, and drench'd with flames? 
Ah! They are all rich men: All men who o_ bus 
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th already committed adul- 
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Four purpoſe be not pu 


— 2 


mite, beſtow it like a Chriſtian. Give it for the love 
of Gop, and for thy miſerable neighbour's ſake. 
When e er thou de'ſt an almſdeed; ſound net a 
trumpet before thee, as the bypecrits do in the ſyna- 


. gogues and in the ftreets ; that they may be bonour d 


by men. Amen, I ſay to you, they have received 
their reward, the empty unavaling praiſe for which 
they did it. Be thou, when e'er thy circumſtance 
will let thee, as charitable as the proudeſt Phari/ee : 
But be not proud like him. [et no vain oſtentation 
rob thee of the merit of thy alms, When thou do” 
an almſdeed; let not tby left band know what . 
right band dath. Give thy humble offering in pri- 
vate; that thy almſdeed may be in ſecret: And thy 
Father, who ſee'th thee in ſecret, will repay thee. 
Nay even, it good example ſhould require your 
alms in public, for then the charity is double ; let 
not vain-glory rob you of the juſt reward you 
might expect. No, let your good-works, be- 
loved, ſbine before men; that they may glorify 
your Father who is in Heaven : But ſeek no glory 
from them to yourſelves, Still let the left hand of 
yourpride remain a ſtranger to the good which your 
right hand of grace and: charity performs. In a 
word, as a venerable Father ſays, © Bo let your 
« works appear in public, as that your innocence 
and purity of purpoſe may render them ſtill pri- 
& vate in your wiſhes, For, without this, what 
are your beſt of actions but mere Phariſeic juſtice 
All. Give alms, give all you have in alms, you are 
ſill but Phariſees. So pray in private, pray in pub- 
lic pray in the corners of the ſtreets ; beat bruiſe your 
breaſt: rend Heaven with your cries; make houſes, 
churches eccho with your groans, and crack the 


fſinews of your knees with conſtant prayer: Still if 
re; if Gop be fot: the 


ſource and end of all; you are but Phariſees,” A- 


gain Faſt, if you pleaſe, and faſt as rigorouſly 


as Phariſees have done, and Chriftians ought to do; 
dis figure every feature of the face, impair your 
ſtrength, and humble ever ſo your fleſh: with faſting: 
Nay ſacrifice 2 eaſe, your reſt, and every lawful 


| Woes to faſting; If your firſt view be aught but 
| Jon's etternal glory, your own and neighbour's 


d; you are ſtill at beſt but rigorous Phariſees. 
And what (alas!) can all your Pharrſaic ſtrickneſs 
Field you, when, unleſs your juſtice abound mare 


than that of ſcribes and Phariſees ; you, ſball nat 


enter into the kingdom of Heaven? 
Let no mean purpoſe- then, dear fellow Chriſ- 


'tians, ſeduce you to renounce the kernel for the 
ſhell. Reſign not the eternal ſolid joys of Heaven, 


for any ficeting empty. joys the. world can promiſe 
or afford you. Let not a 
but graſp and hold faſt the ſolid. Inſtead of loitering 


about the ſurface of religion, dive to it's ſacred. 
depths, and never fuffer yourſelves to overlook eſ- 


ſential. duties for,trifles in them;elves. Alms, pray- 


_ depreſſing love and homage 


arances content you; 


1 * On the Fifth SUNDAY 


ers and faſting all are Chriſtian duties, and at times 
eſſential; becauſe enjoin'd by Gop and by his 
church. But ſtill even alms and prayers and fa. 
ſting are of themſelves mere trifles to the love of 
Gop for Gop, and man for God; and only are 
enjoin'd as means to lift you up to theſe. 
Theſe are the ſource and end of all your other di- 
ties. On theſe two * original commands al 
other laws depend: If then, amuſed and ſatisfied 
with minding leſſer obligations, you leave theſe 
greater duties unfulfill'd; what is your juſtice more 
than Phariſaic? And you know, beloved, what 
little hopes you have to build on that. You know, 
that, unleſs your juſtice abound more than that if 
ſcribes and Phariſees ; you ſhall not enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven. 
| is is another grand defect, another madnek, 
attending Phariſaic juſtice, to leave the ſubſtance 
for theſhadow ; and ſcrupulous to ſuperſtition about 
inferiorduties, to ſlight the fundamental ones. Thu 
the proud —— while nicely ſtrict to all the 
external pomp of prayer, forgot the love, the tex 
rence, the ſelf-depreſſion which he owed in pre 
ſence of his maker: Forgot the tenderneſs he o- 
ed to his offending brother's frailties. He went-y 
moſt gon. a2 to the temple to pray, ſo far ws 
right, and neceſſary : Nay mere he pray d; but 
how ? Gop I give thee thanks, that I am not as i 
reft-of men, extortioners, unjuſt adulterers, even a 
this publican. What execrable arrogance | Vai 
wretch ! Do'ſt think, thou haſt diſcharged thy di- 
1 That thou did'ſt come to pray; twas whit 
V duty made neceſſity: But it was the leaſt of fh 
great obligations. There is an humble grateful ſel- 
due to Gop: Theft 
is a charitable feeling for the weakneſs of thy bio- 


ther to be practiced befides prayer. I heſe, like 


a. finiſh'd Phariſee, thou has't over-look'd; a0 
therefore is thy prayer deteſtable to GoD, and 
fruitleſs to thyfelt, Not ſo the humble public, 
profer'd his prayer: But flanding afar off, He won 
not ſo much as lift-his eyes towards Heaven. No, 
his-love for Gop, his hatred for himſelf, his faith, 
his hope, his -bumility and his contrition were n 
ſuch ſweet exceſs, that all he had the preſent pon. 
er to do, was juſt to knock his breaſt and ſay :G0 
be merciful to me a ſinner. His prayer tis true s 
not ſo long as that of the Phari/ee : But priſ® ; 
ſtill a leſſer duty. His love to GOD was rea © 
he had not grie ved ſo heartily for having ou 
Him: His fraternal clarity was great, or — 
had not placed himſelf ſo far below his hauf 
Phariſaic brother: Theſe are eſſential prior du, 
and theſe he did not-over-look. Therefore 1 
that be went down inte bis houſe juſtifeed mer? of 
the other. It is thus even thus, beloved, yo - 
do; if you will be juſtified yourſelves. For a 


* — Go" 
juſtice is but Phariſaic, without the love — £ 


the ju 
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ny without fraternal charity. If you are only liberal 
ho in alms; what have you more to brag of than 
_ Phariſees Are you more fond of Alms-giving 


than Fudas? No: He even diſpnted it with 
Cnx1sT in the behalf of ams. And, while his 
maſter made no fc to let a box of precious 
ointment be pour'd on his head, his ſoul was an- 
xious for the poor. But ah the traitor! Judat was 


Shed purſe-bearer; Jada: could thieve; 2 was not 
theſe honeſt, with all his charity. But fet that pafs: 
— Fudas had the heart to give an alms, and ſpoke- u 


charitably meant: We muſt not judge him till we 
ſee a cauſe. With all this zeal for giving alms 
then, had he the love the gratitude and reverence 
for CHrx1sT he ought to have? No: "This was a 
greater, prior, more fubftantial duty: And this he 
over-look'd. He made a ſcruple, not to give an 


about alms ; but made no ſcruple of betraying his Friend 
Thu and Lord for lucre. So Judas, with all his cha- 
| the rity, was ſtill a — with all his charity, was 
or damn'd. And ſo will you be, Chriſtians ; unleſs 
J * your juſtice abound much more than bis. 

P . 


You are fcrupulouſly ſtrict to prayers ? So was 


nt-vf the Phariſee. He went to church as you do; choſe 
Ir 1 the moſt confpicuous place as ſome of you do; and 
3 but would have been as loth as you to ſlip one ceremo- 
as tie ny, one outward form, one ofual prayer, or fet of 
ven d devotions : But ftill, with all this fair outſide, his 
Vai heart was foul, he wanted love to Gov and chari- 
y d. ty to man; and therefore, all his juſtice was hypo- 
{what cif, and all his fruit perdition. So, beloved, fo 
of thy will yours be, unleſs your juſtice abound much more 
i fel than his. 

There However ſtrictly, Chriftians, you may faſt; if 
* you ar there, in what do you excell the Phariſee ? 
e, . They faſted frequently, and that with rigour too. 
J 4 How many meals did they abſtain from more than 
, A you are ever taught to do! They ſhunn'd whatever 
p_ could defile them. So very ſqueamifh were they, 
ewouls that they refuſed to enter Pilate's palace, when 
— Chriſt was tried, for fear of being defiled and un- 
; faith, diſpoſed for eating the paſchal lamb. And yet, O 
vere n ſhocking nicety ! They thought it no defilement to 
t pow dip their hands in blood; to hunt the innocent to 
: G0⁰ death; and glut their cruel malice on their Saviour, 
ue wi | with more than favage fiercenefs. Snch, ſuch is 
rayer the Juſtice of a Phariſee : F yours exceed not this, 
eat, q in vain you faſt, give and pray. Unleſs your 
ſends Juſtice abound more than that of Scribes and Pha- 
elſe be riſes 3 you ſhall not enter into the kingdom of Hea- 
75 ven 8 ee ſaved. No, Chridkans : There 
duties is no falvation for merely Pharifaic. juſtice: 

_ _ * more. 7 ym 
xe len t was ſaid to Phariſees, Thou ſhalt not Hilf. 
ou mul But you are Chriſtians; and it is 210 you, that 
all vor * are not ſo much as to reſent: For, whoſoever 
f you it angry with bis brother ſball be in danger 
Wi | 
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for it. Thus far was bravely done; and might be 


43 
of judgment. It was ſaid to them of old: Thou ſhals 


not commit adultery : But you are even forbid a luſt- 
tut look, for you are Chriſtians, and muſt abound 
more; wherefore, 73 of you ſball ſee a wo- 
man to luſt after her, bath already committed adul- 
tery in bis heart. To them it was ſaid of old: 
Thou fbaPt not commit perjury. But you, beloved, 
are commanded more: I ſay te you, fays Curtsy, 
not to ſwear at all. To them it was faid : An eye 
for an eye, and a to0th for a tooth. But ah, my 
friends! This is to you no ſanction for revenge. 
You are diſciples of Chriſt: You, F one ſtrite you 
on the cheek, muſt not return the blow, but turn 
to him the other. If you are defrauded of your 
right by litigious men, you are not therefore to re- 
tatiate fraud with fraud. In a word, you are to 
give without hope of return; to lend without ufu- 
ry, where needful, as far as your circumſtances will 
permit. You are to practice charity, and not pur- 
ſue revenge. Let phariſaic juſtice teach you t9 lade 
your neighbour and hate your enemy: Is that a doc- 
trin tor you to follow? No, Chriſtians. Your Sa- 
viour teaches you the contrary; I fay to you, love 
your enemies, ſays Chriſt, do good to thoſe who hate 
you, and pray for thoſe who perſecute you. Hard, 
hard conditions theſe, you cry! But ah, Chriſtians ! 
is it not ſtill much harder to be damn"d? And yet you 
muſt be ſo, unlefs you acquieſce, and do all this. 
Unleſs you endeavour to be perfect, as alfs your 
beavenly Father is Ar you cannot be ſaved: 
Unleſs your juſtice abound more than that of Scribes 
and Pbariſees; you fhatl not enter into the Ring- 
dom of Heaven. You ſee then, beloved, how much 
the eternal falvation of every Chriſtian depends up- 
on this excelling juſtice, You ſee, here is no ex- 
ception made for any of you, rich or poor, or 
ſtrong or weak, or learned or illiterate. Even the 
poor day-labouring weeder, who cannot read nor 
write, knows but her catechiſm, and a'few good 
p all never enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 
unleſs ber juſtice abound more than that of Scribes ' 
and Phariſees, thoſe earned guides and teachers of 


Gop's people. O firange ! Prodigions! And yet, 


beloved, it is no more ſtrange than true... © 

Come then, dear Chriftians, let us deſcend then, 
for fome few minutes, and take a view of hell: 
Fhere you will hear theſe truths confirm'd by ſome, 
whom fad experience has convinced, though once 
as incredulous as you may be. What! Does the 
bare propofal ſhock you. Ah! Think then, mor- 
tals, what muſt the eternal profpe& of it do? Is it 
not better to be ſhock'd for minutes than for eter- 
nity * Who knows but you may credit thoſe loft” 
ſouls? Who knows but they make you perfe& 
Chriſtians; tho? I, God's miniſter, cannot. | 

Who are thoſe wretches, whom, methinks, I ſee, 
feeding on brimſtone all, and drench'd with flames? 
Ah! They are all rich men: All men who dealt in 
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alms, in prayers, in faſting. This man would pray 
from morning to night wherever he could be ſeen; 
yet he could not be humble. This was a very pat- 
tern of abſtemiouſneſs; yet he could not forgive. 
This other gave ſome hundreds of ſhillings in the 
year to beggars; yet robb'd the widow and the or- 
phan of ſome hundreds of pounds; gave pence in 
charity, and laviſh'd treaſures on his luſt, his ava- 
rice or his pride; to graſp at lawleſs power or ſenſe- 
leſs praiſe, to tempt the virgin to forſake her ho- 
nour, and bribe young wives to break their faith. 
And that poor object, link'd with theſe, was poor 
in ſubſtance, poor in heart; but O how wealthy in 
his covetous deſires ! All which he had above the 
needful was one poor mite; and that poor mite he 
had not the ſoul to part with, though to relieve a 
fellow - creature upon the point of ſtarving. Yet all 
theſe pray d or faſted, or gave alms, and ſome did 
all: And yet (alas!) for want of doing more, for 
want of lovE to God, and charity and juſtice to 
their brother, their juſtice was but phariſaic, and 
therefore could not ſave them from eternal ruin. 

But ah! What miſerable mortal, methinks, do 
I behold cloath'd all in fire, with ſerpents preying 
on his breaſt ? Alas, it is a poor unhappy hermit. A 
hermit? O the terrifying thought | Alas, my God |! 
What ſhall come of theſe poor worldlings; if 
hermits may be damn'd? Yes, yes they may: The 
devil has his ſaints ; and this is one. Call d to per- 
fection, he ſet-out, by following Chriſt's advice; 
ſold all he had, and gave it to the poor; dwelt in 
a lonely deſart all his life; and ſpent his days in 
prayer and faſts, and ſelf-denial in every thing but 
pride. But fill forgot he was a uſeleſs ſervant ; de- 

nded more upon his merits than on God's grace; 
in ſhort, was phariſaically juſt, and now is juſtly 
puniſh'd. 

Yet, turn your eyes from theſe, beloved, and 
fix your. thoughts on a more ſhocking ſcene, a hea 
of miſerable creatures, trampled upon by Athei 
devils, and all the hoſt of hell. Who are they then? 

A vile, ignoble group of prieſts of every ſort ; the 
leud, the mercengry, the ſlothful, the uncharitable 
and intemperate. O my God | Is there a hell for 
thy miniſters? Yes, yes: Even prieſts as well as 


* hermits may be damn'd; if, while they teach by 


word and outward example, they take no care not 
to become, at heart, reprobates themſelves. How 
many thouſands have not theſe faſted and preach'd, 
and, in their holy function, pray'd to Heaven? But 
then they did it for. baſe lucre, for fooliſh thirſt of 
raiſe, or ſome unhallow'd, purpoſe ;. and loſt the 
— of all they did, by being only phariſaically 
juſt. Ah! Woe, woe to you Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, woe. to you bypocrites. of prieſts, who, out- 
wardly indeed, appear to. men juſt, but inwardly 
are Full of bypocriſy and iniquity. * Prieſts then, 
no more than other men, beloved, unleſs their 
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they ſhall make the pavement of the infernal pit, 


how did'ſt thou come here, poor ſimple woman? 


Juſtice abound more than that of Scribes and Pha- 
N: ſhall not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. 
o: They, of all people, ſhall be damn'd: And 


doom'd to be trampled-on forever by all the 
wretched people, who inhabit it, even by beg- 


gars. 

But beggars l what have you to do in hell? Alm; 
were not expected of you? © No, it is true, ſays 
one: But I could have forgiven my enemy; and 
that I did not. I could have pray'd with humble 
heart, ſays another, but I rather choſe to do it 
publicly, that I might gain by it.” And was 
your purpoſe anſwer'd? © Yes.” Well then, poor 
wretch, thou has't received thy reward. But! 


It was not thy learning brought thee here, for thou 
can'ſt neither read nor write. Did you not faſt? 
* Alas! my life was almoſt one continued faſt.” 
Did you not pray? © Yes, and that heartily.” 
Was it then for want of giving alms? “ Ah, no: 
But it was becauſe my juſtice did not abound 
* wore than that of Scribes and Phariſees, I could 
not read, I could not write, I could not preach; 
but I could well have put inpractice what I knev 
* I ſhould, but never did. Inſtead of giving alms, | 
„might, for love of God, whoſe mercies I pre- 
** ſumed to.implore, have ſhewn mercy to a neigh- 
* bour, and given up the hatred I retain'd for 
“flight offences done.“ Ah, Chriſtians ! If ſuck 
an illiterate creature then muſt be excluded Hei 
ven, for want of a juſtice abounding more than that 
of Phariſees ; what ſhall become of you, who ate 
not quite ſo low? But, come let us leave thi 
wretched place, and learn to live in ſuch excelling 
juſtice as may ſecure us from going thither again, 
never, ah never to return. Enough you have heatd 
to make you wiſe. But ah! What need was ther: 
of diving into hell for proofs of the neceſſity of un 
excelling juſtice. Has not Chriſt told it you in the 
expreſs words of my text. Have not his miniſters 
full often reminded you of it. And if you will" 
bear CHRIST nd bis miniſters ; neither if one 
ſhall riſe frem the dead, riſe out of hell, wil! /* 
believe bim. How plainly has your Saviour! 
you? How often have we told you? And what 
more for your ſalvation can we do, than once m0" 
to repeat to you,, in his name, that, unleſs your 
virtue and piety flow from a heart warm'd un 
grace; — your chriſtian conduct be accomP* 
nied with ardent love for God above all things? : 
for. your neighbour on his account; un 
word, your juſtice abound more than. that of Ser! 4 
and Phariſees, you ſhall not enter inte the kin 

of God. To ſuch excelling juſtice then I be 2 
the mercy of God to lead you, by means of 9 
* grace in this life; that ** oy. i 
partakers of his glory in the next: In N 
* St, Luke xvi. ” SERMON 


e wn a 
j yg n * . . N * "A "NN — r —— 
| . . — >, 


, x es 


— = 


4 — . ans aaa. aa y "YC Nea r - * 
- * 2 a Ar 572 A * k * 5 — 3 4 A. * 0 A £ 
a Xa Abd ore ds ah ee Ee a n * l F 


L 45 


1 


8 E 


R 


St. MARK viii. 2. 
I bave compaſſion upon the multitude; becauſe, lo, 
three days they now endure with me? 


My gracious Jxsus | how I adore thee! O 
happy multitude ! how I envy you! What 
Praiſes, what thanks, what adorations, are not due 
to that ſweet exceſs of goodneſs which induced 
thee, my Saviour, to take compaſſion on the weak- 
neſs of a common populace ! Who can reflect, O 
favour'd multitude, on your happineſs without be- 
ing tranſported with a holy envy? O bleſſed faſt! 
bleſſed bearance and forbearance which could pro- 
cure you the honour of being fed and refreſh'd by 
your Gop! Who would grudge to endure weari- 
neſs and hunger, for the ſake of being entertain'd 
and treated to ſatiety by Gop's own hand, as you 
were? But! What am I ſaying? Where are my 
ſenſes? Or what ſtrange infatuation of ingratitude 
makes me thus abſent to myſelf, abſent to truth, 
and abſent to thy univerſally experienced neſs, 
O my God? Ah, Chriſtians! was the Almigh 
Provider any more liberal to this handful of peo- 
ple, on the preſent occaſion, than he always has 
en to all his creatures? What, though he was 
pleaſed to exert his providential care of a few thou- 
lands, at once, by a more open miracle, in a more 
viſible, ſtriking manner to the ſenſes; yet, is his 
miraculons Providence leſs careful of the meaneft 
of you all? Or, is the ineffable miracle of conti- 
nually providing you with neceſſaries and even ſu- 
perfluities leſs conſiderable in itſelf, or leſs fruitful 
to you for being common? If it be not; why are 
you ſo much affected with a tranſient miracle done 
in behalf of others, and ſo little moved by a conti- 
nual, much greater prodigy daily wrought in favour 
of yourſelves? You wonder at, you envy, and are 
almoſt diſpoſed to call in queſtion God's feeding 
four. thouſand people at the expence of one mira. 
cle; — — ourſelves, with many millions 
more, live, breathe, move, and are fed 
and ſupplied with all the ſupports, and 4 
forts of life, by the ſame A mighty Hand, even to 
an immenſe profuſion of miracles. Gop feeds Aa 
ſmall party in an extraordinary manner, which you 
E not been uſed to; and therefore you wonder: 
e feeds you in as extraordinary a manner, but in 
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a way you have been uſed to; and therefore you 
are not ſo much as ſenſible of the favour. Gop 
works an open miracle to refreſh a populace, worn- 
out with fellowin and liſtening to him; and that, 
not till he has ſufter'd them to languiſh and hunger 


for three days; and yet you are envious, and almoſt 


ready to murmur and accuſe Gop of partiality : 
He works a continued miracle for your daily re- 
freſhment, without ſuffering you to languiſh one 
day for want of food ; and that as well when you 
turn your backs on him as when you follow him : 
Yet you cannot vouchſafe to be thankful to him. 
Gop, in a word, takes compaſſion on a multitude 

who have endured ſome hardſhips with him and for 

him, and feeds four thouſand out of ſeven loaves 

and a few little fiſhes to keep them from fainting. - 
You cannot reſolve to endure any hardſhips for God's 
ſake ; and yet he, all-good, all-gracious, till con- 
deſcends to take compaſſion on you even to the mul- 
tiplying harveſt upon harveſt, to keep you ſtrong 
and luſty. Nevertheleſs, all will not do to ſtir- up 
your gratitude. With all this exceſs of bounty, 
you cannot prevail upon —— to truſt in the 
Almighty's Providence: You muſt have freſh mi- 


racles wrought to content you: And at laſt it muſt be 


a miracle of grace indeed, which can perſuade you 
not to murmur againſt God, under the leaſt preſſure 
or diſappointment which can befall you. Let the 
leaſt loſs, the leaſt decay of trade, thę leaſt dimi- 
nution of circumſtances ſurpriſe you; and what 
criminal compliances are you not ready to run into 
to relieve them, rather than depend upon Gop's 
Providence, or wait for relief from him] Let but 
the leaſt danger threaten, not your lives, but your 
intereſt or eaſe ; and how ready are you not to give- 
up, or at leaſt to prevaricate in, your faith, rather 


than recur to God for protection and wait his deli- 


verance. Whereas, would not that gracious Lord, 
think you, have compaſſion on you, if you endured 
with him a-while, as well as he had compaſſion on 
the multitude who endured with him for three 
days? Yes: But ſome of you rather chuſe to ſeek _ 
relief in offending him, and to place your defence in 
denying him, or, what is little better, 3 a- 
ſhamed or afraid to own him. The firſt diſap- 


- pointment your pride or avarice meets with, is an 


excuſe for any breaches of God's laws; and = | 
firſt: 
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firſt difficulty, which ſeems to attend the profeſſion 
of gion, is ſufficient to make you give- up 
— And, inſtead of depending on Gop 
for redreſs, you muſt depend on your own negle& 
of him; you muſt abſent from public prayers; you 
muſt abſcond from the word of Gop ; you muſt 
put-on the proteſtant, and refrain from faſting, from 
abſtaining, nay from making the ſign of the croſs, for 
fear of being known to be orthodox Chriſtians. O age! 
O manners! What is become of thee, O Chriſti- 
an ſimplicity? Where, Beloved, where is that hope, 
which alone can encourage you to be Chriſtians ? 
Where is that filial confidence in your eternal Fa- 
ther, which alone can make you the children of 
God? If you have not this; in vain are you Chri- 
ſtians: Vain are all other hopes all other dependen- 
ces. To convince you of this infallible truth, I 
ſhall at preſent deſcend to conſider ſeparately ; 

I. The reaſonable neceflity Chriſlians are under, 
of placing a filial confidence in the divine pro- 
vidence. | 

II. The conditions requiſit to render ſuch a con- 
fidence reaſonable: And : 

III. The certain advantages ariſing from ſuch a 
confidence when it is reaſonable. 

5 Forgive, 4 love, forgive our paſt in- 
<« oratitude, and little faith, and henceforth give us 
"= fach a truſt in thee, as may deſerve thy future 
„ bleſſings.” 


I, When! talk of the reafonable neceſſity Chri- 
ſtians are under, of placing a filial confidence in the 
divine providence ;. I can, hy no means, intend: to 


exclude any, who are not Chriſtians, from the ordi- 


| benefits of Gop's providential care, nor (con- 
ſequently) from the obligation of relying upon it for 
rellef and ſupport. There is no human creature, let 
his neceſſities be ever ſo extreme, exempt from pla- 
cing a filial truſt in the Almighty ;. becauſe the Al- 
mighty's goodneſs is ſo inexbauſtible, that he ſuffers 
none to go away unrelieved, who confide in him as 
a father. And what rational creature can poflibly 
wiſh to exempt himſelf from ſo eſſential and beneſi- 
cial a duty? Nay what wretch is ſo ſenſeleſs, that 
he can doubt of Gop's power and goodneſs to aſſiſt 
him, or of the reaſonable N r truſting in him 
for that aſſiſtance? He made the little and the great, 
and careth for all alike, ſays Salamon : All then 
have have equal reaſon; to rely upon him in their 
neceſſities. In his hands are beth we and our words, 
all ui ſdom alſo and knowledge, adds the wife man: 
On him alone then we have reaſon. to depend for all 
which we can reaſonably deſire or really want. Hs 
_ wiſdom, ſays the ſame inſpired writer, reacheth from 
end to end ftrongly, and diſpoſeth all things ſweetly. 
No man thereſore can be in ſo great want or miſe- 
ry, as not to have reaſon to hope, through Gop's 
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— that he may riſe to as great a degree of 
8. 

Nothing will ſerve more to make this matter plain 
to you, Beloved, than reflecting, that you have to 
do with à Gop, who is infinitly powerful, and 
therefore never at a loſs for means to provide for 
the eaſe and ſafety of his creatures. In him we 
live, and move and be, It was his infinit power 
made us what we are, out of mere nothing; and 
what then can hinder that ſame divine power from 
ſupporting us now we are ſomething ? What want, 
what affliction, what danger, what preſſure can al- 
ſail us beyond the reach of his mighty arm, to re- 
ſcue, defend and ſupport us? Bebo/d Gop is migh- 
ty, and deſpiſetb not any: He is mighty in ſtrength, 
and in wiſdom, ' 

Yes, Beloved, yes: Gop is mighty in wiſdom. 
This is another coaſideration, which lays all man- 
kind under a rational neceſſity of filial confidence in 
him, amidſt the greateſt neceſſities, that the Almigh- 
ty Being, whom they have to deal with, is as inh- 
nitly wiſe as he is powerful : And therefore can ne- 
ver be miſtaken, either in the ſuccour he is able to 
afford them, or in the time or manner of affording 
it. Thou, Lord, diſpoſeſt all things in meaſure, an 
in number and in weight, fays the wiſeſt of men, 
What perplexity is there ſo intricate, which the al. 
diſpoſing providence of Gop cannot draw a man 
out of, who places a confidence in him? Cannot 
He, who ſets in motion the earth, the ſeas, the al, 
the heavens, and all things in them; who gire 
jarring cauſes their contrary action, without preju- 
dice to each- other, who makes and unma kes, at d 
pleaſure; directs the ſeafons ; guides all nature; 2d 
compoſes or di ſcompoſes all which is, when 
how he pleaſes: Cannot He {7 ſay) fupport, defend, 
and guard a ſingle creature in any circumſtance he 
may be involved in. Can He, who numbers ever! 
fibre of a man's body, counts every ſingle hair of 
his entangled locks, nor fuffers one to fall without 
fome providential cauſe, not reſcue him from the 
molt perplexing circumſtance which may inveſt kim! 
Ah yes! Thy providence, eternal Father, from the 
beginning, governs all things: Thou ſuffereſt not 
farthing ſparrow to fall to the ground, without ſome 
glorious purpoſe: Thou cheriſheſt both man 

z and never ar't to ſeek for means to ſuc 
all. Where is the wretch then whofe ſtation ® ©. 
deſperate, that he may not e relief from the. 
if he will but apply for it? For thou ar't al-p 
erful and infinitly wiſe : And then: Thou ar't $9" 
beyond our power of utterance: O how 

This, my Beloved, is third conſoling argument 
of the reaſonableneſs of all men's placing “ 
confidence in God, amidſt the worſt of evils. in 
God, from whom their fufferings, their wants, 
dangers cannot be conceal'd: That GoD, who * 
their ſufferings, and knows what remedies * * 


£ 
* 
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them, has not only the power but the will, to af- 
ford the balm they want. It is not a cruel Being 
they are govern'd by, but an all-gracious infinitly 
bounteous Gop who loves them. Yes: Thou, 
dear Lord, ſays Solomon, loveſt all the things which 
are, and abborrefl nothing which thou bas't made. 
What reaſon then can the moſt miſerable of crea- 
tures alledge for deſponding, or doubting of, the 
aſſiſtance of God's providence ; if he will but ſeek 
it? Ah! © Who is there like the Lord our Gop, 
* who dwells on high, and yet ſtoops to behold the 
* humble things in heaven and earth, raiſing the 
poor from the earth, and lifting the beggar from 
the dunghill to the throne.” Ah! Who indeed is 
like the Lord our God, ſo powerful, that he can do 
every thing, which is eternally and temporally beſt 
for us; ſo wiſe, that he cannot be miſtaken in what 
is beſt for us; and: ſo good, that he created us on 
purpoſe to.do every thing which is beſt for us? For 
bow could any thing have endured, as the wiſe mo- 
narch obſerves, if it had not been through the boun- 
ty of bis will; or how could aught have been pre- 
. if not call'd by bim? What excuſe then, O 
deſponding miſtruſtful. mortals! What excuſe can 
you plead, for calling the divine providence in queſ- 
tion on every little {lender diſappointment ? 

Will you think your defpondency juſtified by an- 
ſwering, that you are ſinners, and therefore have no 
room to rely on Gop's providential care ? You are 
linners? True: You are ſo. But ſinners as you 
are, your wickedneſs cannot have been ſo great as 
Gop is good; and therefore you can never. have 
been ſo wicked, as not to have room for filial con- 
fidence in Gop's tender compaſſion, if you will but 
endeavour to deſerve it, by penitently applying for 
it, in the midſt of your trials. Ah my God ! Baſe 
as we are, what baſeneſs can we be capable of, 
which thy mercy is not capable of abſorbing. For 
thou can't de all things; and winkeſl at the ſms of 


men, becauſe they ſbauld mend, ſays Solomon: You © 


are wicked, ſay you Alas | why are you fo ? Why 
do you not mend? If you ſtand in need of God's 
providential aſſiſtance; if you are convinced, that it 
is in his power to redreſs your grievances z and yet 
apprehend, that your immoral conduct puts you 
out of the reach of that redreſs z alas! Why are you 
ſo much your own enemies, as to per ſiſt in wicked 
neſs? For -a I live, ſaith the Lord, I vill not the 


death of a ſinner; but rather, that be be converted: 


and live. No: You are not impenitently wi 
you'll tell me: But ſtill you are — — _ 
fore dare not truſt to the providential care of Gop. 
which you are conſcious. of not deſerving. But ah! 
Who of us all does deſerve it? We are all ſinners. 
all but . miſerable; ſinners. “ There are juſt and 
4 wiſe men, /ays Eccleſiaſtes, and theis works are in 
the hand of God: No man knoweth whether 


he be worthy of love or hatred: But all things 
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are kept in doubt to the future: Becauſe all 
things happen alike to the juſt and impious ; to 

the good and to the bad; to the clean and to the 

% unclean; to him, who offereth victims, and to 
him, who deſpiſeth ſacrifices.”', Gop, you ſee, 
makes no difference between the goodneſs and bad- 

neſs of men, in the diſpenſation of his temporal bleſ- 
ſings ; but maketh bis ſun to riſe upon good and bad, 
and raineth upon the 750 and unjuſt. Why then, 
ſhould you make ſuch a diſtinction, as excludes you 
from the benefits of God's merciful impartiality ? 

If your having been ſinners, is ſufficient to deſtroy 

your filial confidence; the ſame reaſon will hold 

good to deter all mankind from the ſame. For, f 

thou obſerveſt iniquities, Lord; Lord, .wbo ſball en-- 
dure, ſays confident David? No, ſays his inſpired 

ſon: Thou ſpareft «ll: For they are ibine, O Lord, 

thou lover of ſouls! © exſtatic comfort! O conſo- 

ling refle&ion ! Who can think on this, and not ſee - 
the reaſonableneſs of all men's recurring to a filial 
truſt in God's divine bounty, amidſt their neceſſity; 

let their crimes have been ever ſo great. Does not the 
Almighty graciouſly protect, ſupport, and cheriſh 

the vileſt 1 ſinners; the moſt obſtinate heretics; 
the moſt confirm'd miſcreants? Are they not equal 
ly ſupplied with the neceſſaries and affluences of 

life, in common-with the beſt, and moſt obſervant 

Chriſtians. Shall Chriſtians then deſpair, deſpond, 

or heſitate to truſt in him for ſuccour, in their 
wants and afflictions ? 

Reflect a little, O puſillanimous Chriſtians, on 
the ingratitude of ſucb a diffidence; and you will 
be forced to bluſh at it. By whoſe aid and relief, 
do the very worſt of you. live, breathe, and bare-up- 
under the greateſt of afflictions? Is it not from the 
ſource of his inexhauſtible bounty you draw all the 
ſtrength, which preſer ves you from ſinking beneath 
your diſtreſſes; even while you are provoking him 
to deſert you, by calling his providence in queſtion ? 
If then your gracious Go condeſcends to continue 
to you the bleſſings of liſe, breath, and other aſſiſt- 
ances to ſupport your afflictions, at the very time 
when you are forfeiting them by a thouſand diſcon- 
tents, a thouſand murmurs, a thouſand diſtruſts ;-; 


what reaſon have you not to believe, that, that ſame - 


acious God would go yet farther, and releaſe you 

m your afflictions, if you-endeavour'd to deſerve: 
it by a filial confidence in his divine providence. 

If Infidels and ſinful Chriſtians have room to hope 
in the divine providence ; how: much more reaſona- 


ble is not a filial confidence in thoſe. who lahou to 


be good Chriſtians ?- Tbey are under the more im 


mediate wing of Gop's. protection The Lord 
„ Kknoweth the days of. the- uprights. fay 
royal Prophet; and they ſhall not be confounded 
c in the time of evil. The ſteps: of. ſuch a; man 


tbe © 


* are order'd by the Lord... Tho he fall; he mall 
* not be utterly-caſt-down: For the Lord 2 
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« eth him with his hand.” Nay the holy Eſal- 
miſt tells us, that there is no inſtance of a righteous 
man's being abandon'd by the Almighty. * I have 
been young, /ays be, and now am old: Yet have 
J not ſeen the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed 
« begging bread.” So careful is the divine Provi- 
dence of ſuch as faithfully ſerve, and confidently 
put their truſt in God ! What reaſon then has not 
every human creature, to place a filial confidence in 
God's all-redrefling bounty, let his diſtreſs be what 
or how, great it will! * | 
Nay, beloved Chriſtians, 1t 1s not only a matter 
of reaſon, but of utmoſt neceſlity. If in want, in 
ſickneſs, in dangers, or other diſtreſſes, your de- 
pendence is not on God; on whom, or what can 
you build it? On the aſſiſtance of men ? Alas, ſays 
Solomon ! the thoughts of mortal men are miſerable ! 
On your own devices then? Alas, ſays he,“ all our 
« devices are uncertain ! For the corruptible body 
& preſſeth down the ſoul, and the earthly taberna- 
& cle weigheth down the mind, which muſeth up- 
4 on many things. And hardly do we gueſs aright 
& at things, that are at hand.” And after all, be- 
loved, what if we ſhould happen to gueſs right? 
Our wiſdom is ſtill but gueſs-work, ſtill ' uncertain 
in it's dependences. You are in want? can you de- 
pend then with any certainty on the rich for relief ? 
Alas! Who will ſupply your neceſſities ; unleſs the 
Lord open their hearts to do it ? But perhaps you 
can defraud; you can lye; you can prevaricate : 
What if you can? Can you promiſe yourſelves ſuc- 
ceſs from ſo doing? Have you not reaſon rather to 
expect that God will overthrow your devices? You 
are ſick; Ah! What ſuccour can phyſician, or me- 
dicines afford you; unleſs the Lord direQs the pre- 
ſcription of the former, and adds a bleſſing to the 
latter. But your conſtitution is good? Let it be 
ſo: Pray ! who gave you that conſtitution, or who 
can preſerve it to you, but the all-ſufficient Being 
who gave, to you yourſelf? Y ou are ſhip-wreck'd? 
What dependence can you have on a giddy cock- 
boat, or an unavailing plank, unleſs the Lord vouch- 
ſafe to guide it to land? Can you ſwim? It is hap- 
Py for you: But who mult give life and motion ro 
your limbs, who muſt bid the overwhelming ſurges 
ſubſide, and who muſt ſupply you with ſpirits and 
activity, to reach the diſtant ſhore, if God denies 
it? And what reaſon have you to expect the aſſiſ- 
tance of his providence ; if you either diſtruſt it, or 
neglect to recur to it with filial confidence? How 
much ſafer then, Beloved, is it not to fix your chief 
confidence on the power, wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, than on thoſe of others or your own? Nay 
how neceſſary is it not, to throw” ourſelves 
wholly under his protection? For O my God! 
WMhat will all our firength or wiſdom avail; ſet in 
oppoſition to thine! How juſtly has thy prophet ſaid, 
that, © tho' a man be ever fl perfect among the 
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children of men, yet if thy wiſdom be not wi 
6 him, he ſhall be nothing Ame * e 


O cChriſtians! Chriſtians! Puſillanimous Chriſi. = 
ans! How long will you tempt God, to withdraw - 
his 1 — from you, by firſt withdrawing the - 
filial confidence you ought to place in him ? Why 4 
will you ſuffer every little tryal to make you diffi- d ; 
dently ſollicitous? O ye, of little faith ! If you are vid 
at preſent in want; is not He, who provides the ra os 
vens with food, capable of ſupplying you ? Cannot are 
He, who fed four thouſand at once with a few and 
loaves and fiſhes, find nourriture for you ; if you ſuff 
truſt to him for it? And for rayment, why are you pref 
ſo careful, as to neglect your duty to God, through divi 
eagerneſs to procure it? * If the graſs in the field, to a 
* which to-day is, and to-morrow is caſt into the igno 
oven, Ged doth fo cloath; how much more you, You 
O ye of little faith!” Ah ! Why muſt your ſol. diſp 
licitude for health, keep you from prayers, for eve- ted \ 
ry ſlight indiſpoſition; if the bare fear of it does not and 
ſuffice ? Cannot He, who preſerved the three chil- ſtren 
dren in the fiery furnace unhurt, for preferring his the 1 
honour to their ſafety, cannot he preſerve you from for 1 
Sickneſs ? Cannot He, who ſaved Peter from fink- cann 
ing, guard you from dangers by land or ſea? Wh with 
then, why do you doubt, O ye of little faith ? Why be th 
do you forget the reaſonable neceſſity you are un- labou 
der, of placing a filial confidence in the divine pro- your 
vidence? Do you not ſee, that, by thus doing, you rogan 
diſcharge the Almighty of the care of protecting vine 
you, and juſtify God's judgment in abandoning yu ; ging 
to your own inſufficiency. | 8 : 
t - lay up 
II.“ But what, you?// ſay! Muſt we then es you ni 
„ pe@ miracles from God? No: No uncommo" provic 
ones. The ordinary miracle of his daily providenct, Provid 
is ſufficient to reſcue you from every danger, ee the op 
evil which can befall you, if he ſo pleaſes: 4 | Provid 
that he will; if you have but the grace to confde You are 
in him. But what; if it was otherwiſe ? What, l Exypt | 
your caſe required ever ſo great a miracle to you == 
aſſiſtance ? That will not excuſe you from who oes G 
relying on him for that aſſiſtance. However, er _ 4 
loved, let us underſtand one-another, before we ny = —— 
ceed. When I require you to place your c i 
dence wholly in — divine Pa ww | do m0! — 
therefore mean to diſpenſe you from induſtry. — — 
That is paſt my authority: God himſelf * 1. — * 
= to exert all your induſtry towards your 0%" e a : 
ief, and ſends you to the ant, to learn gig hs 
ſagacity. - But there is a wide difference bet provid. 
virtuous induſtry and worldly ſollicitude. — ing, . 
careful of to-morrow, as to neglect the . ; refs, 
duties of to-day, through a miſtruſt cf God 1 mendal} 
- ciency to provide fof you, is injurious to ſtance gainſt th 
making an ungrateful uſe of his preſent 2 im; omit the 
and pfacing yourſelf in an independence on — 


* 11 „ell as extreme 
and therefore is highly criminal, as 9 


Fa 


y dangerous. But to ſeek fir? the kingdom of God 
and his juſtice, and then gratefully and induſtriouſ- 
ly, to employ the preſent talents and means his 
providence affords you, to provide for the morrow, 
1s Chriſtian prudence : and therefore a virtue. You 
then, O merchant, or tradeſman, are not forbid. 
den to purſue your lawful traffic or buſineſs ; pro- 
vided you do not ſuffer jt to break through your 
duty to God, and charity to yaur neighbour. Th 
are the means God has given you for your ſupport; 
and you cannot expect, unleſs have already a 
ſufficiency, to be ſupported but by theſe, without 
preſumption. You, ſoldiers, phyſicians, lawyers, 
divines, are call'd by God, to defend your country, 
| to aſſiſt the ſick, to right the injured, to inſtruct the 
ignorant, and, in ſo doing, to ſupport yourſelves, 
You cannot then, without arrrogance, negle& theſe 
diſpoſitions of providence, in hopes of being ſuppor- 
ted without them. You, O mechanics, — 
and ſervants, are call'd by God to labour: The 
ſtrength and opportunities given you to work, are 
the means which the divine Providence has choſen 


=. Y = 


m for your ſupport; and, without uſing theſe, you 
k- cannot depend upon the Almighty for à ſupport, 
by without preſumption. In ſhort, Beloved, whatever 
by 


be the ſtation, in which God has appointed you to 
labour, you muſt make uſe of induſt 
your confidence is not reaſonable, or filial, but ar- 
= Togant and preſumptuous, and attempting the di- 
vine providence, to ſtoop to the low office of indul- 
| ging your indolence and ſloth. 
| 0----when God gives you the preſent means, to 
lay up for the morrow; is it not tempting God, if 
Fou neglect lawful opportunities, to truſt to future 
providence ? Fooliſh mortal, who reaſoneſt thus 
Providence has done it's part by you; and you let 
the opportunity flip. Blame yourſelf then, and not 
| Providence, when the da —— comes, that 
you are not guarded againſt it. Why did God bleſs 
| Egypt with a ſeven years double harveſt, but that it 


our might lay-up againſt a ſeven years famine ? Why 
olly does God ſend you to the ant, but to learn induſtri- 
Be- ouſly to provide, in the ſummer of ſucceſs, againſt 
b the winter of want? And why does he actually ſupply 
ini you with the lawful means, of acquiring more than is 
not needful to ſupport you and your family, for the pre- 
No: ſent, but that you may reſerve ſome of it, a- 
urs WY Linft the winter of old age, fickneſs, decay of trade 
* or other diſappointing events, which you cannot 
nd foreſee, and yet may expect? And therefore, pro- 
een vided you are neither covetous, nor uncharitable: 
de {0 provided you neither ſet your hearts upon hoard- 
-tian ing, nor with-hold'your hands from relieving your di- 
ſuf reſs d neighbour it is not only lawful, but a com- 
d, b mendabje duty in you, to make a reaſonable reſerve a- 
anc —— — So if you are ſick; you are not to 
im; e ordina | ini 
— 2 ry means for obtaining a cure. They 


heſe 


ry: Otherwiſe 


| 33 wine and oil into a 
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are all the diſpenſations of providence, the negle& 
of which is rather preſumption, than filial confi- 
dence. And if you are well; you are not to ex- 
poſe yourſelves to unneceſſary heats or rains, nor 
otherwiſe to encounter whatever is injurious to 
your health: They are raſh attempts, and rather 


preſuming than confiding in providence. In like 
manner, when danger threatens your life, by land 


or by ſea; can it be reaſonable to require a mira- 
cle of God to reſcue you, where his ordinary pro- 
vidence may ſuffice? No. ¶ death purſues you in 
one town; flee to another. If you are caught in a 
wreck at ſea; have recourſe, under God, to a piank. 
That is the means, providence, has allotted for 
your deliverance ; and therefore to negle& that, is 
nat ſo much confidence as preſumption. 

St. Paul work'd for his living: St. Peter, by 
Cbriſt's command, was more than once employ'd 
in his buſineſs of a Fiſherman: Our divine Saviour 
himſelf, vouchſafed to be ſupported by the labour 
of his putative Father, and even ſhared his toil with 
him: For I, ſays he, by the mouth of his prophet, 
I was in labours from my youth. Nay as much as 
he inculcated poverty; he condeſcended, for ex- 
ample's lake, to have a purſe kept for the neceſſi- 
ties of himſelf and his apoſtles, as St. Auguſtin ob- 
ſerves: He cured the liftemper'd with ſpittle and 
dirt, when he could have cured them without any 
medicines; and commends the Samaritan, for 
r man's wounds. 
e, whom the winds and the ſeaſons obey'd, refu- 


ſed not to ſcreen himſelf from their inclemency, by 


the help of a garment. He fled the malice of the 
Ferws from place to place, and directed his diſciples 
to do the like. And tho', where the honour of 
God call'd him, he fear'd not to walk upon the was 
tels, as upon dry land; yet he never refuſed the aſ- 
ſiſtance of an humble boat, whenever it offer d. 
And why all this, but to convince you, Chriſtians, 
that virtuous induſtry, care and prudence, are ſo 
far from being inconſiſtent with a. filial confidence 
in the Divine providence ; that they are neceſſary 
conditions to render your confidence reaſonable and 
well- grounded. N ; 

There is another condition, however till equal- 


ly neceſſary with thoſe I have already mention'd ; - 


> 
that is, to render yourſelves pleaſing to God, 2 
innocent or penitent life. This by no means c 
es with what I have ſaid before. No: It is fill 
true, that no man can have been ſo wicked, as not 
to have reaſonable room for filial confidence-in 
God's tender compaſſionate providence; if he will 
but penitently apply for it. But then: Ah! It is 
ſill as true, that, without placing yourſelves in the 
ce of od by repentance, it is preſumption,. not 
lial confidence, in you, once you have finn'd, to 


expect * protection or aſſiſtance from God. And 


4 
=, 


vet 
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reaſonable excuſe for deſpairi 


yourſelves wholl 


yet where is the man ſo wicked, who can alledge a 
in the divine mer- 
„and providential goodneſs ? You- are wicked ? 
Ak wretch ! Is it not in your power to repent? Is 
i2 ſo hard, to be ſorry, for having offended ru 
God? Do but that: And, 20 your fins be as 
e they ſhall be white as 1 And be you 
full of hope : and you will be as much intitle d 
to the benefits of the divine providence, as the great- 
eſt innocent. But, without that, however, many 
inſtances of forbearance God may daily ſhew , his 
patience is no reaſonable ground for you to hope 
for his aſſiſtance, while you are in a ſtate of fin. Such 
then, my dearly. beloved, ſuch are the conditions 
abſolutely necefſary to render your filial confidence 
in God, reaſonable and well-grounded, as that of 
Chriſtians ought to be. | 


III. And, with fuch diſpoſitions, what advantages 


may you not reap from confiding in the divine pro- 


vidence | One very great and certain advantage, at- 
tending your reaſonable hope, is, that, by throwing 
upon the goodneſs and mercies of 
God, for a bleſſing to your endeavours, you make 
it incumbent upon him to defend, aſſiſt and cheriſh 
vou. His divine word is at ſtake : Come io me all 
Je, who labour, and are beavy laden; and I will re- 

D you. * And therefore; as he is eternal verity, 
he muſt fulfill what he has promiſed. Ah! Dear 
Chriftians, do you refle& what it is to be under the 
immediate wing of God's protection? O] Who 
can ſpeak the comfort, which ſuch a ſituation muſt 
yield, in the very midſt of earthly diſtreſs? David 
indeed aims at it: How great is the multitude of 
thy ſweetneſs, O gracious Lord (ſays he) which 
© thou has't laid up for them, who fear thee: 
Which thou has't perfected for them, who hope 
in thee, before the ſons of men. Thou ſhal't 
hide them in the ſecret of thy face, from the di- 
« ſturbance-of men: Thou ſhalt protect them in 


thy tabernacle from the contradiction of tongues. f 
- © what a rapturous comfort, to be under the 
Wing of fo tender a God! Who can hear this, and 


not almoſt wiſh for diſtreſs, to deſerve ſuch a hap- 
pine, by enduring with and for God? Ah! Chri- 
Rians, * love the Lord then (as. David fays) © for 


the Lord preferveth his faithful. Be of good 


« courape;” and he ſhall ſtrengthen your hearts, all 
ye, wy hope in the Lord” 24 5 

hat is there, which the goodneſs of God, can- 
not, will not, do, to comfort and aſſiſt you in your 
wants; if your faith and confidence are but reaſona- 


bly fix'd on him. His ordinary providence is alone 
ſufficient, without a miracle, to raife you from eye- 


+- Pſalm xxx. 


St. Matth. xi, 
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he not, and is he not ready to ſtretch-forth his am 


ry miſery, you can be in, to every happineſs-you 

wiſh. But ſuppoſe your neceſlities 5 Qual, 
ſuch as nothing but a miracle, could free you from 
Are you the leſs neceſſitated, or have you the [ef 
reaſon, to depend upon God for aſſiſtance? Have you 
not the ſame God, who ruled in the days of Elias 
in the * of the three Children, in the days of 
Daniel? Is his power abridged ſince then? Can be 
not ſend you bread to ſave you from periſhing, by 
the mouth of a crow, by the hard of an angel, of 
by the miniſtry of another Abbaccuc ? Can he no: 
ſave you from the flame of a fever, as well as of: 
furnace? Is not your Gop the Gop of Jon 
of Peter, of Stepben, of the penitent Thief? 
And is his goodneſs diminiſh'd from what it wa! 
Tho” you ſhould be ſwallow'd up by diſtrels ; an 


to defend you, if you but call upon him, as the 
did : And why may he not open — you, 2 : 
to them, the gates of heaven, either for your con- 
fort, or your reception? Why therefore do you dint? 
O ye of little faith | Why do you not rather com- 
fort yourſelves in your afflictions, by ſaying, with 
holy David? The Lord is the protector of my life; 
of whom ſball I be afraid ? * It, inſtead of deſpond- 
ing, you ſaid thus, with but as much faith, in pro- 
portion, as the ſiz e of a grain of muſtard ſeed; yol 
might ſay to every mountain of difficulty, whick 
ſtood between you and relief: Remove hence, andi 
thrown into the fea; and it ſhould be done. Ys 
Chriſtians, yes. Nothing would become int 
poſſible for your confidence to obtain. He, wiv 
had compaſſion on the multitude in this goſpe, 
would not fail to have compaſſion on you; it j0 Be Ercat, 
endeavour'd, like them, to deſerve it, by confiding Wn Weath 
in his future goodneſs ; by enduring with him" By How 
the preſent trials, he thinks fit to ſend you; and I) deligh 
repenting of whatever you may have formerly done, inſenſi 
to forfeit the aſſiſtance of his bounty. In a wor; I ealons 
Beloved ; The ſame gracious God, who wrought ' WW dark, 
miracle ſor this four-thouſand, would not grudge 
doing four-thouſand miracles for every-one of mr 
if neceſſary z would you but put your whole fr 
in him, as they did, and render that truſt reaſon? 
ble, by ſeeking firſt the kingdom of beaven, f 
then concurring with the divine providence t0 
your own ſupport, in à virtuous induſtry, cate 
prudence; For then he would gracioully take 
en himſelf. the miraculous care of adding all uy 
befides, 4 which might any ways contribute 
your happineſs, or be confiſtent with 't iſe 
chiefly ſuch a plentiful portion of grace in ths “ 
as would-infallibly lead you to the glory of the 
Which, Sc. in the name, &c. 
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St. MATTHEW vii. 15. 


Take ye great heed of falſe prophets, who come to 

you in the cloathing of 1 but inwardly are 
ravening wolves: 55 their fruits you ſball knaw 
them. 


O U muſt often, beloved Audience, have heard 
that vulgar expreſſion, which proceeds from 
as vulgar an error: “ It is a pity fair weather 
= © ſhould ever do harm.“ This imports no lefs 
than an inconſiderate cenſure of God's wiſdom, in 


is it leſs than ſaying: © What a pity is it not, 
that foul weather ſhould ever be uſeful ??? So. 
ſhould we venture, in the abſence of our faith, to 
lay, © What a pity it is, that truth ſhould ever be 
* ſubje& to contradition;” what leſs ſhould we 


rol do, than tax the divine goodneſs of our [heavenly 
hich * paſtor with a defect, in permitting hereſies to be. 
1b 


Whereas ſurely the ineffable bounty of God, in ſut- 
tering that hereſies ſhould 5 „appears as 
plainly as his infinit wiſdom, in the diſpenſation of 


U 

«ho the leſs pleaſing ſeaſons. Is it a pity, /ay you, that 
Je, fair weather ſhould ever do harm? What a much 
- you greater pity would it not be, ſay I, that foul 
cling weather ſhould not be ſometimes expedient ? 
in n How would you be ſenſiſchle of the pleaſure of 


delightful weather; were you always to remain 


done inſenſible of the inconveniency of the leſs grateful 
won, ſeaſons? It is then a vulgar error, to imagin, that 
cht dark, damp, or ſultry weather, is not as wiſe a diſ- 
code . bentation, as the moſt temperate ſunſhine. Is it à pi- 
job ty, ay you, that-truth'ſhould-ever be ſubjett to con- 
- trol tradiction? Rather let me ſay: What-a pity would 
* nat it be, that there ſhould be no hereſies to contra- 
+ 1 diet it? How ſhould we, who adhere to it, ever be- 
ack come ſenſible of all it's beauties; if we never ſaw 
10 ap it confronted with falſhood? It is by the contraſt of 
- their oppoſits, that all things are known. And 
17 truth eſpecially, ſhines-forth with double luſtre 
un Þ to all, who behold it with untainted eyes, as often 
” hot 1 it is elbowꝰd by it's bare appearances. The juſt 
dis liſt would loſe one half of their praife; in adhering to 
be ben | truth, were they never tempted to rt from it, 


by the artifices which Satan makes u of 1- 

> wh uſe of to fubfti- 

— talſhood in it's place: There 'myſt-be Herbs 

7 St. Faul fays, that they, who are approved, 
oy de made man ifeſt among you, ® 


* 1 Cor. xi. 


the making unpleaſant weather neceſſary: For what 
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There muſt then, and vill be, beloved, as long 
as the Church ſubſiſts, falſe prophets and teachers 
whoſe buſineſs is, under Satan, to ſeduce, if poflibles * 
even the very elect. And many of theſe will nat 
attack the flock of Chriſt, by an open defiance of 
truth, or a barefaced defence of falſhood; but un- 
der the guiſe and mantle of truth itſelf, they will 
labour to ſpread the unſuſpeted miſchief of their 
deſtructive doctrins. Wolves as they are, and ra- 
vening wolves, ever yearning, ever hungering, ever 
abroad upon the ſcout, after unwary ſouls, to prey 
upon their credulity, they will ſtill render it very 
difficult, for the moſt wary among the faithful, to 
guard againft them; by endeavouring to ſteal into 
the very fold, in the cloatbing of Prep. There 
will then be falſe prophets among us: Yes, dear 
Saviour! Thou has't warn'd us. of them. But ah! 
Why will thy infinit goodneſs permit them to come 
upon us thus in diſguiſe? Why wil't thou not force 
them to lay-afide the maſk, and attack our faith aud 
adherence to thee, in open day ? Then ſhould we be 
able to repel them with eaſe: Then ſhould we be 
prepared for them, and upon a proper guard againſt 
all their attempts. rhe, 
O heedlefs Chriſtians! Why will you not be fo 
even now? Have you not much greater reaſon to 
ſtand upon your guard, againſt the cover'd enemy, 
than againſt the open one. Chriſt has already 
warn'd you, that both ſhall attack you: He has given 

on the marks to know them by: And, if you are ſur- 
priſed by them into your deftruQion ; whoſe fauit 
it is? Not Chriſt's ? but your own ? He has cm 
manded you to watch and to pray, that you enves 
not into temptation and danger. * And if he ſuffess 
danger to attack you, through falſe prophets, from 
all quarters; why is it, but, that you may fand 
perpetually on the watch againſt their ſurpriſes; 
keep cloſe to the body of his flock, and never ſuf- 
fer yourſelves to fraggle, one ſingle ſtep beyond the 
te of his church, after, thoſe double-dealing de- 
coyers? Take heed then, beloved; take ye great - 
heed of falſe prophets, who come to you in-the cloath= 
ing of ſbecp, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
By their fruits you ſhall know them, No leſs. 
than your eternal happineſs is concern d in your vis | 
12 O! Be vigilant then, and ſteady, in fe- 
ſting them 3 if you have that eternal happineſs at, 
St. Matth, xxvi 
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heart. 
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heart. And that you may be the better qua- 


lified to reſiſt; I ſhall at preſent undertake to 
point-out ; 


I. How different are the doQtrin and manners of 

. © theſe falſe prophets; from thoſe of the true, 

tat by their fruits you may know them : And 

H. How eaſy the means, which will infallibly 
guard you againſt every ſurpriſe from them. 


© Mean time, O God, all-gracious God, en- 
lighten thou the minds of this thy little flock ! 
« Give them to ſee the danger they are in, of being 
% drawn from thee, their only happineſs and ſafe- 
« ty: Teach them to pray and watch againſt ſur- 
« priſe z and keep them ever wakeful to their own 
« ſecurity.” 


I. From what I have ſaid of the uſeful neceſſi- 
ties of hereſies, you cannot conclude, Beloved, that 
God forces or leads men into any error. No : He on- 
] mits for the ſake of proving, and perfecting the 
Kit of his elect, that ſuch ſhould fall into error, as 
would be wicked, even within ſight of the truth. 
He could not fulfill his gracious diſpenſation of 
free-will to man, without this. To leave man in 
poſſeſſion of that gift, it is neceſſary, he ſhould per- 
mit thoſe, who are obſtinately bent upon making a 
perverſe uſe of their free-will, to embrace falſhood, 
- if they will needs prefer it to truth. All he can be 

9 tar to do, is, graciouſly to offer them ſuffici- 
ent light, grace and means, to make a better choice. 
And, if, ſpite of his condeſcenſion, they will obſti- 
nately perſiſt in their attachment to error, it be- 
comes neceſſary, for the honour of his truth, which 
is guarantee for the freedom of their option, that 
they ſhould be permitted to run into falſhood. But 
then the neceſſity of their hereſy, proceeds not from 

poſitive influence, or co-operation of the Al- 
mighty: but from the propenſity of their own ma- 
lice. * When therefore the apoſtle ſaith : Here- 
« fries muſ} be, he ſheweth the event, ſays the Rhe- 
*miſh Commentators ; and not, that God hath ſo 
« appointed it as nece For, that they are, it 
* cometh from man's malice and free-will; but that 
they are converted to the manifeſtation of the 
« good and conſtant, in faith, and the Church's 
_ * unity, that is God's ſpecial work of providence, 
* which extracts good out of evil.” Let us then, 
beloved, as St. Auguſtin adviſes us, “ let us uſe this 
benefit of God's providence. For heretics are 
« made of fuch, ſays the Saint, as would be naught, 
* tho? they were in the church: But, being out of 
* it, they are of the greateſt advantage to us; not 
« by . the truth, which they don't ſo much 
* as know; but by ſtirring- up the carnal in the 


* Church, to ſeek truth, and the ſpiritual Catho- 
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thy permiſlive providence; which tuffers hereſie: 


they may put on; he 


* lics to clear the truth.” And a little lower, 
Therefore, adds this glorious writer, Many ar 
*© raiſed out of their lethargy by heretics, to ſee the 
* day of God and rejoice.” Of ſuch ſignal ſervice 
are hereſies to the truly faithtul ! O my ſweet 
Lord! How gracious ar't not thou then, even in 


to be! What thanks do not all the faithful member 
of thy Church, owe to that exceſs of bounty; 
which makes thee ſo watchful to convert to thei 
good, even the poiſonous doctrins of thoſe falſe po 
phets, whom thou permitteſt to try their fidelity ti 
thee! But ah, my beloved Chriſtians ! How fhal 
— be able to reap the advantage of theſe wiſe, an 

unt ful deſigns of the divine Providence; unle 
you carefully obſerve your bleſſed Saviour's advice; 
unleſs you ſtand upon your guard againſt theſe fall 
prophets, and take the greateſt heed not to be in- 
poſed upon by their deceitful approaches. 

Chriſt has already war n'd you, not to ſuffer you- 
ſelves to be duped into any confidence in them, by 
the fairneſs of their outward appearance; for th, 
innocent lambs or ſheep, as they affect to be thought, 
they are inwardly very wolves, ravening wolte 
And that you may not be unprovided with certii 
means to detect them, under any maſk, any diſgui 
has left you unfailing matb 
to diſcover them from the true ſheep and paſtors 
the fold. By their fruits you ſhall know then. 
With whatever daubing diſguiſes then of pretended 
piety, theſe miniſters of iniquity, may attempt ' 
gloſs-over their pernicious doctrins; whatever pa 
they may take to quote heaven for their authorit) 
examin but into the fruits, which their dodris 
produce in themſelves and others, and you will 
no difficulty, in diſtinguiſhing them from the tt 
paſtors of God's ſending to you. This is a div 
truth, which, it the being utter'd by Chriſt, va. 
not more than ſufficient to make it unqueſtions 
the ſucceeding evidence of every age's experienct 
would render irrefragable. And no age ever f. 
forded-plainer proofs of it than this, when the tue 
extremes of falſhood, irreligion and fanaticiſm, on 
iſſue in the iniquitous attempt of ſubverting Chr- 
ſtian truth ; when impiety and falſe piety, ſuffer' 
to lift their heads with impunity, are ſtru ling 
the maſtery, to ſtare true religion out 0 count 
nance; and when the impudence of falſe prophets, 
riſes to ſuch a height, that it is a difficult mat 
even for the moſt conſtant adherents to truth, 
keep their minds ſteadily fix'd upon it, 07-9 


the ha and tht 
bare 12 


mid-way, between glaring vice, 4%. 
tion of virtue, for the many ions = 

which thoſe impoſtors block-up all the avenues 

orthodox faith and moralit 


For the truth of this, I ſhall ſend you no farther — 
to thoſe two extravagant heretics, of our ow and 
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country, the Fanatic Patriarch of Methodiſm, and 
—— Antagoniſt: Both falſe pro- 
phets alike ; Both tending alike; tho? by different 
means, to the ſubverſion of religious truth and 
piety ; and both coming alike, as your Saviour de- 
ſcribes them, in the unſuſpected cloathing of ſbeep. 
But ah, beloved | Tube ye great beed of them both 
for inwardly they are both but ravening wolves. 
By their fruits you ſball know them. ; 

It is one thing to be a ſinner, another thing to be 
an encourager of ſin. The beſt of men, and the 
beſt of prophets and guides may ſome times fall into 
vice or error: Witneſs Davic, witneſs Solomon, 
Fonas and other prophets : Nay, ſome of the Apoſ- 
tles themſelves. Bat they, who, ſetting themſelves 
up for prophets, teach vice and falſhood, are likely 
to be, not merely the leaſt in the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, but rather the loweſt in the regions of dark- 
neſs; becauſe the worſt men upon earth. 

The marks which Chriſt has ſtampt upon the pro- 
phets, the paſtors, the miniſters of his own ap- 
pointment, are ſuch and ſo viſible, that it is impoſ- 
fible for any of the faithful ſheep of his flock to 
miſtake them. They are no bold intruders, men of 
diſguiſe, who cannot produce their commiſſion ; 
who, after ſtealing into the fold, can neither point- 
out the door they came in at, nor prove themſelves 
ſent by him alone who had the authority to ſend 
them, and whoſe name they labour in vain to ſcreen 
themſelves under. No: they are men lawfully 
ſent; men who can prove their miſſion from Chriſt, 
by an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of paſtors, legally 
ordain'd by thoſe very perſons, to whom Chriſt 
himſelf ſaid, As my Father hath ſent me, I alſo do 
ſend you. They are men who can fhew the door 
they came in at, the Holy Church under whoſe au- 
thority they act; whoſe doctrins they adhere to; 
and whoſe directions they practiſe, in obedience to 
Chriſt, who tells them, that be who will not bear 
the Church, fhall be reputed as a Heathen and a 
Publican. 1 Chriſt then is the door, they enter 
by, to the feeding of his flock; and be, who en- 
tereth in by the door, Chriſt tells you, is the ſbep- 
berd of bis ſbeep. : They teach the flock of 
Chriſt to follow him by the way, he has pointed- 
out, of a holy faith animated by good works : 'They 
preach humility, charity, patience and Chriſtian 
perfeQion : They, more intent to feed than to 
feece their flock, guide them on, with chriſtian 
fear and hope; without ſuffering them to lean ei- 
ther towards deſpair or prefumption: And they, 
unblinded by ſelf-ſufficient arrogance, preſume not 
to ſubſtitute their own dteams, innovations and fal- 
lacies in the place of Goſpel truths; but, faith- 
fully ſubmiſſive to that Church, which their divine 
Maſter promiſed to guide into all truth, their whole 
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attention and zeal are bent on teaching her uniform 
doctrins to the people; that they may be one, as 
Chriſt and his Eternal Father al/o are one. * Such, 
my beloved, ſuch are the true prophets and paſ- 
tors your Saviour has appointed for your direction. 
And ſuch alone are able to lead you to him. By 
theſe fruits you ſball know them. Theſe are fruits 
not to be expected from falſe prophets. Do men 

ather grapes off of thorns, or figs off of thiftles ? 
No It is the good tree alone which yie/deth god 

ruits; and the evil tree yieldeth evil fruits, as 
the eternal wiſdom aſſures us. +, 

Take heed then, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians; 
Take ye great heed of the falſe prophets, who come 
to you in the cloathing of eep. Truſt them not 
for their harmleſs outſide. No, no: They are in- 
wardly ravening wolves. And by their frets you 
ſhall know them. What are thoſe poor impotent 
abettors of oppoſit abſurdities, the broacher of 
Methodiſm, and his furious, frothy opponent, but 
mere bluſhleſs intruders into the c oathing of 
Chriſt's miniſtry, without being choſen or ſent, 
without ſo much as a call, nay, even a whiſper, 
from him? What proofs of their miſſion can ei- 
ther of them produce, rotten twigs, as they are, 
of a more rotten branch, long ſince lopt-off from 
the ſolid trunk of Chriſt's * myſtical body, the 
Church ; through which alone they could have re- 
ceived the divine influence, the power and graces, 
requiſit to prove themſelves lawful paſtors of his 
flock ? Whence can they claim the very ordination, 
on which all —_ — — but from a dir- 
ty, dark, mellow myſtery of - Nag*s-head iniquity ? 
Senſeleſs, ſelf-exploded 4 — b Which, 17 the 
Church itſelf had not, from the beginning, waſh'd 
it's hands of, ſtood openly pre-impeach'd by our 
Saviour's own words in St. Jobn : Every-one, who 
doth evil, bateth the light, and cometh not to the © 
light ; that bis works may not be reproved. t But 
why ſhould we put them to the uſeleſs confuſiom 
of proving their miſſion from ſuch a foul impoſi- 
tion, as the powers of darkneſs, who firſt inſpired 
it, have long ſince given-up to ridicule, and which 
they-themſelves have the ſenſe to be aſhamed of ? 
In-ſo-much that theſe new-ſprouting heads of the 
old hydra of 2 would fain give you to believe, 
that their commi ſſion comes immediately from on 
high. But, alas! To what little purpoſe do we 
preſs them to > their credentials? All the 
certificate they have to ſhew, of their powers from 
Heaven, is their crying-out, with unhallow'd levity, . 
or fanatic enthuſiaſm, Lord! Lord But has't not 
Thou, O eternal Truth, caution'd us, that not 
every-one, who ſaith to Thee, Lord! Lord! b 
enter into the kingdom of Heaven, 5 nor conſe 

* Jbid. + 8%; Matth, vii» f 8t. John if. 
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quently be able to lead others thither.? Ab, ſale 
Le then of theſe falſe propbeis, dear Chriſtians, 
who, the they come to you. in the: cloathing. of 
ſheep, yet inwardly are very ravening wolves z 
and, under the deceitful pretext of leading you to 
Heaven, are labouring to decoy you into the high 
road to perdition. Examin them ſeparately; and 
by their. fruits you ſhall know tbem. 7 

What is this arch-fanatic? This myſhroom of 
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our own raiſing? What are the reſt of his metho- 
diſtical prophets, but a ſet of temerary mortals: 


Who, building all ſufficiency of grace on their own 
authority, ſet themſelves up for maſters z take new 


names; and, ſeparated from their infancy from 


body of Chriſt's church, have even cut them- 
ſelves off from the ſkeleton af a church they ſtill pre- 
tend to be members of? Full of inconſtancy in doc- 


trin, full of pride and intolerable vaunting of their 


own knowledge above all the eſtabliſh'd fathers of 


_ antiquity, and full of diſobedience to all judgment 


but their own, they deny the very plaineſt ſcrip- 
tures which can bring them to-oxder. Under the' 


dark diſguiſe of preaching-up juſtification by faith 


in Chriſt, they overthrow the neceſſity and merit 
of good-works; and, blinding the ſouls of ſuch, as 
are faſt enough a- ſleep to dream by their illuſions, 
hurry them, under the ſpecious names of the Spi- 
rit and the Inward Man, into the utmoſt inſolence 
of ſpiritual pride. In a word, true-ſerpent-like, with 
the golden bait of chriſtian perfection, they lily 


draw their unwary followers into the infernal ſnare- 


of predeſtinarianiſm ; and thus lift-up ſome to the 
moſt daring pitch of preſumption in their ſalvation, 
without any good-works:; and hurl others head- 
long into the moſt [precipitate deſpait in God's 
mercy, with all their good-works. And for this 
they plead an immediate commiſſion from God 
himſelf : A commiſſion which they extend, to the 
throw ing all order into contuſion; to the contempt 
of all eceleſiaſtical authority; and to the condemn- 
ing all, as no Chriſtians, who do not adhere to 
them; to them, ho deſpiſe the cenfures of every 
power which lays claim to the title of a church, 
notwithſtanding what Chriſt has ſaid, that he, uho 
will not hear ibe Church, ſhall he reputed: as 4 


heathen or publican. O my Saviour ! Did*ſt thou 


_ ſend theſe lying prophets to us? Did'ſt thou im- 


power them to overthrow that Church, to which 


thou ence did'ſt promiſe to /end. thy /pirit of truth 
to guide 1 inte all truth . I thou did'ſt; O 
give them better credentials! Give them ſuch fruits 
as we may know them by. | 

St. Pau}, I know, was call'd to the miniſtry by 
God himſelf. Chriſt, in. perſon, deſcended from 
Heaven to call him, in the preſence of many wit- 
neſſes, in his way to Damaſcus. His miſſion then 
8 * St. Jobn xvi. | 1 
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was plain; and [yet St. Paul, with all this, could 


being Righteous overmuch, 
In the ſame piece. | 


not exerciſ: his function of apoſtle, till he had been * 
received by the Church, and had his credentials * 
ſign'd by her; not (in a word) till Ananias had * 
impoſed hands on him, + and he had thereby re- 821 
ceived the Holy-Ghoſt, and power to preach the the 
Goſpel. Nay, with theſe credentials, the very a- lef 
poſtle himſelf tells you, 1 / he or any, even an ant 
angel from Heaven, preach another gaſpel to you, * 
beſides that which has been preach'd to you ; let — 
bim be anatbema; let him be look'd upon as an ex- — f 
communicated perſon, an out-law of the Church. } - 
Shall every giddy mortal then, who dares rebel a- 55 
gainſt all order, preſume, in defiance to Chriſt's ie 
Church, to invert his Goſpel ? And ſhall he, be- N 
loved brethren, gain eredit with you, without be- E 
ing able to ſhew you any better authority than his b 
own arrogant illuſions? No, dear Chriſtians, No: * 
Heaven forbid it ! Take ye great beed of ſuch /al/: 1 
propbets, who, however they come to you in the "Ay 
cloathing of ſheep, yet are they inwardly but ra- Hoy 
2 walves, By their fruits you may bun 3 
2. 0 | | 
Their mighty opponent indeed (mighty in wrt _ 
and lungs though not in arguments) proceeds not in « 4 
the ſame track with the deluded enthuſiaſts we have vas | 
been talking of, He, (gracious Heaven conver. wangy 
him'!) openly proteſts againſt extraordinaries and . 
bye-ways: And, even ſcruples not to treat cliriſtian — 
perfection, ſelf-denial, and the Croſs of Chriſt, 5 — 
mere bye-ways. ( He is utterly againſt being whic 
righteous overmuch; and cautions his readers 2. a 
gainſt forſaking the broad-way of worldly pleaſures un 
and vanitigs, to ſeck the narrow path of mortifice- by di 
tion and penance, Chriſt, he tells them, in cxpreb Chor 
terms, (without; any explanation) came eating and avaric 
drinking into tbe warld; wrought a miracle in f- rathe; 
vour of exceſſive drinking, and only ſpoke hyperb0- 8 
lically (that is, ſpoke more than was true) when how 
he inveigh'd againſt the pomps and vanities of the thine, 
world. And therefore he concludes, that you arc raging 
right enough in conſeience, without minding what ment 
he ſaid. Nay,, in open oppoſition to Chrift, ue It is þ 
purpoſely came to teach us a perfect abuegation d there | 
che world, and all-it's pomps and vanities. He one © 
poſitively adds, c that All men muſt have to do pollo';s 
„with ſome vanities---; or elſe they muſt nech then d 
44 go gut of the world indeed: For the world ig 4 Or, in 
**,0ver-run. with vanities.“ Excellent argument Chriſti 
ſos fonnication, ; adultery, thefts, and, {raucs 10 more it 
other unclæannoſſes ] Fot is nat the world all oer mill ſte 
with theſe alſo ? This reafon then (if of any weight) of inſin 
would hold equally, good, why all men ſhould batt way to 
| + AAt ix. t Gelat. i. of 3 
(J Ste'p piece intitlel tb Foll ; Sin and Danget cerely f 
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o do even theſe greater abominations z if this man 


lawful prophet. Well, well then may he 
rail, with, kick! eee malice, as he does, a- 
gainſt popery. 


the moſt 1 ; | 
leſs Church of Chriſt; which anathematizes ſuch 


antichriſtian do&rin. What think you then, Chriſ- 


tians? Can ſuch extravagant teachers deſerve any 


credit from you ? Can ſuch, by erying-out, Lord, 


Lord, be qualified to enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven, or to lead you thither. Ah no! Take ye great 


beed of theſe falſe propbets, who come to you- i 


the chathing of ſheep, but inwardly they dre ra- 


vening wolves. By their fruits you may now 


them, a 
Hitherto, beloved, you ſee I have talk'd to you 


only of miſcreants; of falſe prophets, out of the 


ale of Chrift's Church. But, ahl Heaven guard — 1 
ever meeting with other ſtiſt more 


you too from N N 
ravening wolves, under the cloathing of ſheep, in 


the very heart of the fold. Heaven guard us all 
from ſuch mercenary wretches, as, though lawtully 
ſent to keep unity and harmony in the flock, ſhould 
baſely pervert the commiſſion they have received, 
and pervert it to ſow the moſt deſtructive ſchiſms 
among the faithful. What elſe could we call them 
but ravening wolves, if ever ſuch traitors ſhould 
appear among us, as (through a ſordid and merce- 
nary view of engroſfing a number of the flock to 
themſelves) ſhould uſe all the meaneſt artifices, 
which heretical cunning can be capable of, to ſow 


Well may he labour to decry, by 
mous, nototious calumnies, the ſpot- 
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bour to remove from you every diſpoſition towards 
partiality, Whatever character then they may aſ- 
ſume, who ſhould hereafter preſume to inſtill *fuch 
pernicious doctrins into you; whatever ſanctity they 
may put- n; however they ſhould ſcreen themſelves 
behind an affected ſubmiſſion to the Church; how- 
ever they might turn-up their eyes, and approach 
you as prophets and paſtors of the fold; never ven- 
ture to believe them; truſt them not. Rather ſu- 
ſpe& the mercenary, the hireling, the thief and 
robber, who, fearing to enter by the door of Chriſt's 
unity, climbs by another way, the way of avarice, 
and diſcord. Let me then rather, in the name of 
your Saviour and his Apoſtle, ask you, Is Chriſt 
divided? Did ſeculars die for you? Were regulars 
crucified for you? Or, in the name of prieſts, were 


you baptized ? No, No: Beloved, we are only the 
miniſters of his ſalvation to you 


And his power is one and the ſame in all of us 


We, all alike, are ſent to baptize you in his name. 
to preach him (and not ourſelves) crucified to you; 
to admmiſter his holy ſacraments to you, not ours; 
and to lead you, by his grace alone, to the king- 
dom of Heaven. Such only then among us, as, 
doing this, with charity and harmony, do the will 
of the heavenly Father, ſhall enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven, and be able to lead you thither. 
And all, who act contfary- to this, are falſe pro- 
hets; are traitors; are ſpies of ſchiſm in the 

hurch, and inwardly ravening\wolves. Beware 
of them: Take ye great beed of them. By their 


diſcord among the people; to give the laity a diſ- fruits you ſhall know them. 


truſt of their teachers; and to ingratiate themſelves, 
by diſtinctions in the prieſthood unknown in the 


II. Be cautious then, beloved, and ſuffer not 


Church, till this perverſe age; when mercenary yourſelves to be deceived by any ſuch. Follow 


avarice, ſordid ambition, and the defire of fleecing 
rather than of feeding, the ſheep of Chriſt's pal- 
ture, are alone capable of bringing them in O, 
how oppoſit would not ſo deteſtable a ſpirit be to 
thine, O glorious apoſtle ! Who inſtead of encou- 


cloſely your true prophets ard paſtors of Chriſt's 
appointment, of whatever order they be. Pay 
them all an equal veneration and obedience, with- 
out regard to any other title or chariQer belonging 
to them than that of prieſt or prelate. The very 


raging the Comuthian in their inconfiderate attach- heſt of them, indeed ate fibers, miſerable ſinners: 


ment to thee, did'ſt fo warmly rebuke them for it. 


It is fignified to me, 'my brethren, ſays St. Faul, tbat practice, may be good 
miniſtry, becauſe they have all the ſame power, all 
the ſame office, and all the ſame zeal to fave ou; 
excepting ſuth wretched hirelings, Whoſe love of 
diſorder (if arty ſuek there ſnbuld ap 


there are contentions among you ; for that every- 
ene of you ſaith, I certainly am Paul's, and I A. 
pollo's, but I Caphas's, and I Chrift's. Is Chriſt 
then divided? Why, wal Paul crucified for you'? 


Or, in the name of Paul were you baptized'? Ab, T hive been 


And yet, the worſt of they im their on private 


d and uſeful in their public 


a, as thoſe: 
king el) might 7 yea them to 


Chriſtians, be aſſured of this? Your true paſtots, forfeit the conmilmon, eh would make them 


more intereſted for your ſalvation than 
will ſteadily follow this glorious example? Inſtead 
of inſinuating to you ſuch diſtinctions as pave the 


way to a ſchiſm in the Church, the fatal conſe- 


quences of which are ſo much the more to be dteach 
ed, as they are not to be foreſeen; they, 


tionꝰd by Chriſt t take l 101 , 21157 


who fin thren, againſt 


purſe, lawful paſtors, for ſueh ſordid views as can only” 
prove them falſe prophets, of -whoni 


u you are cau- 
#10 l 2714 16 S. 9 td 91115 to 20. It: lf. rs 
- Ytand there ups: your" Fudge, dearly: beloved! dre-- 
ee; an all- offer kinds of lying 


cerely cheriſh your welfare at heart, will rather la- prophets. Piltſt# therefote the means, the infalks 


* 1.Cor, i. 


ble means, your Saviour points-out to you: org , 


— 


56 
aud. pray, that you enter not into temptation. Ne- 
ver liſten to the doctrins of ſuch as attempt to ſe- 
duce you by flattering ſpeeches, Whatever they 
ſay to you, which is oppoſit. to the doQrins you 
have already been taught ; whatever innovations 
you obſerve in their principles and practice; what- 


ever they advance contrary to that harmony which 
makes the moſt ſhining ornament and ſupport of the 
Church; ſtop your ears to it as to the hiſſing of 
ſerpents. Suſpect the mercenary, fuſpe& the hire - 
ling; and be not ſeduced by their unchriſtian inſi- 
nuations. And that you may perſevere and im- 
prove in your vigilance; pray the Almighty to aſ- 
fiſt you, with a ſteadineſs of faith; make frequent 
acts of it, and repoſe yourſelves wholly, with a fi- 
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lial hope, in him, for your conſtancy in his bleſſed 
will. By theſe means it will be out of the power of 
falſe prophets to hurt you; and all, which their 
time-ſerving, covetous artifices will be able to do, 
will only ſerve to increaſe their ſhame, and your 
reward, For to this end alone does the Divine Pro- 
vidence ſuffer ſuch things to be, that they, who 
are approved, may be made wo among you. May 
the Almighty then grant you his holy grace to 
make this chriſtian uſe of the falſe prophets he ſuf- 
ters to try your fidelity; that, through the grace 
of Chriſt, approved in this life, you may be re- 
warded in the next with that glory, which I be- 
ſeech Gop, of his infinit mercy, to grant you: 
In the name, & c. 


ER 


M ON 


On the Eighth SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


St. LUKE xvi. 8, 9. 
The ebildren of this world are wiſer than the 
. children of light in their generation. But, J 
- ſay to you: Make to you friends of the mammon 
of iniquity, that, when you fail, they may re- 
ceive you into the eternal tabernacles. 


"THE children of this world, beloved, are they, 
who preferring the tranſitory, unſatis factory 
pleaſures of the earth to the laſting, ſatiating joys 
.of Heaven, chuſe rather to build their hopes on the 
uncertain dependences of this life than to ſeek any 
certain ſafety in the comfortable. promiſes of the 
next. They are a blind generation, who, forever 
buried in the faſcinating deſires of the fleſh, dream- 
out life in the perpetual darkneſs of abſent grace : 
Who, heaping ſins upon fins, live forever eſtranged 
from Gop and his Church: And who, though 
Chriſtians by profeſſion, are nothing leſs than Chriſ- 
tians in their own practice and ' Chriſt's eſteem. 
Becauſe, more intent to purſue their own lawleſs 
appetites than to follow his example and precepts, 
Ey voluntarily renounce to his bleſſed promiſes; 


chuſe rather to be children of the world than of 


Chriſt; and, for the ſake of preſent ſatis faction, 
cut themſelves off the benefits of his mediation. 


| Theſe, theſe are the unhappy, creatures whom your 


divine redeemer ſays, Not or the world do 1 pray. 
O Saviour of mankind | What muſt their miſerable 


/ - 


ſituation be for whom thou refuſeſt to pray? What 


lights, what knowledge, what underſtanding ca 


they have to carry them, even through the moſt 
common emergencies of life, who, thus deſert and 
are deſerted by thee, the fountain of all wiſdom? 
How then can it be conceived that the children 
this world, are wijer than the children of light in. 
their generation? 

The children of light are they, who, poſtponing 
the empty allurements of a vain world to the ſub- 
ſtantial delights of an eternal crown of glory, chuſe 
rather to depend on the promiſed rewards of the 
life to come than to forfeit them for preſent enjoy- 
ment. They are a generation of happy ſouls, who, 
making uſe of the grace and talents given them b 
Go to work their ſalvation in fear and trembling, 
ſtruggle- on towards the poſſeſſion of that bliſs the 
are call'd to. In a word, Chriſtians in out wand 
profeſſion, they labour to be ſuch in private prac 
tice; and, preferring ſelf-denial and the Crols of 
Chriſt to ſelf-gratification and the pleaſures of the 
earth, throw themſelves under the wing of his 
Mediation. Theſe, theſe are they whom tte 
eternal father gave to his divine ſon. Theſe 1 
the happy, thrice happy creatures, of whom the 
all-gracious redeemer of mankind ſays to his bes, 
venly Father, For them do I pray: Not for # 2 
world do I pray, but for them whom thou bf 5, 


ven me. Ah how, once ores A lab 


v 


[ 
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fouls! how then comes it, that the children of this 
world are wiſer than the children of light in their 
eneration. 

Alas beloved! is not the matter viſible to every 
eye? The children of the world, the earthly-min- 
ded, the followers of vice, negle& no means to ſe- 
cond their unruly appetites; lay hold on every in- 
cident which may improve their pleaſures or their 
intereſts; and ſo awake are they on all occaſions to 
whatever may regard their temporal eaſe or ſafety, 
a5 even to turn the very counter-ſtrokes of diſap- 
pointment to their own advantage. Witneſs the 
ſteward in this goſpel, who, when in danger of his 


Lord's diſcharging him, apply'd to fraud for a pro- 


viſional ſecurity from want againſt his being out of 
ſervice. The means was criminal *tis true; and 
had been fooliſh in a child of light, who could not 
without inconſiſtency, pow a preſent fleeting cri- 
minal advantage to a future guiltleſs laſting one. 
But in a worldling! whoſe principle it is to renounce 
the future for the preſent, the means was perfectly 
conſiſtent, a maſter- piece of earthly policy and 
wiſdom, and a convincing proof how much tbe 
children of this world are wiſer than the children 
of light in their generation. How many means alas 

o theſe negle& of forwarding their ſpiritual career 
How many happy incidents do they let flip, which 
Heaven deſign'd for their improvement in every 
grace and Chriſtian virtue! And fo diſturb'd and 
diſconcerted are they at every little diſappointment 


their good actions meet with; that ſcarcely can 


they ſtand their ground: much leſs get forward in 
their Chriſtian race. But ah how inconſiſtent is all 
this with their continual ſtruggles towards the glo- 
rious prize they are contending for! The thought 
is really melancholy : And yet if we purſue it, per- 
haps it may afford a chearful conſcquence. 

For upon examination, I find two great miſtakes 
in the conduct of the good and bad. both are in- 
duſtrous alike in their different purſuits; but the 
induſtry of both is ineffectual: Becauſe alike de- 
fective on both ſides, tho? in a different ſenſe. In the 
bad it wants principle, in the good it wants method. 
In a word, the induſtry of the wicked is miſplaced, 
and therefore criminal; and the induſtry. of the 
good is miſmanaged, and therefore imperfe&. To 
apply therefore all the remedy poſſible to theſe two 
capital miſtakes, ſhall be my endeavour in the pre- 


ſent diſcourſe: In which I ſhall undertake to con- 


vince you, 

I. That one half of the pains, which the wic- 
ked take to be viciouſly happy, would make 
them virtuouſly ſo, if rightly placed: And 

II. That the ſame pains, which the virtuous 
take to be at laſt but imperfe& Chriſtians, 
would make them quite perfect ones, if rightly 
managed. "Toby | | 
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O Thou, dear God, by whom we live and 
* move, who giveſt us the power to be induſtri- 
aus, O teach us that true Chriſtian induſtry, by 
* by which alone we can attain to the. 


I. That one half the pains, which the wicked 
take to be viciouſly happy, would make them vir- 
tuoully ſo, the ſingle inſtance of the ſteward in the 
pw goſpel is ſufficient to demonſtrate. He way 

alſly accuſed to his lord of being unfaithful to his 
truſt, in conſequence of which he was upon the 
point of being diſcharged from his office, which 
was all the probable means he had towards an ho- 
nourable ſupport. What! to be calumniated and 
not deſerve it? What ! after being ſtrialy honeſt, to 
fall the ſacrifice of obloquy in common with vil- 
lains? A hard trial this, it muſt be own'd, and few 
have ſteadineſs enough to bear it. Shall a man ac- 
uit himſelf with ſo much punctuality of the con- 
dence repoſed in him, as not to take the advantages 
which his poſt afford him to make the leaſt provi- 
ſion for himſelf againſt future contingencies, and 
yet be liable to be turn'd out of his bread upon the 
firſt ill-grounded report, which malice, envy, or 
miſtake raiſes againſt him? This however is man 
a man's caſe, as well as this ſtewards. What then 
has a man to do under ſuch. a provocation? I know 
what I will do, ſays the worldly wiſe man. If I am 
defamed, it ſhall be for ſomething. It I am trea- 
ted as a cheat, I had as good be one, I'll even then 
have recourſe to fraud, and make myſelf amends ' 
for the loſs of my reputation by deſerving to loſe 
it. 

Such was the wiſdom of our ſteward. Upon the 
point of being diſmiſs'd from the ſervice of his 
Lord, he endeavours to ingratiate himſelf with the 
tenants. To compaſs this, he has recourſe to fraud, 
poſſeſt of the rent-roll of his maſter's eſtate, away 
he poſts from one tenant to another, compounds 
with them for part of their rent, ſtrikes of what 
he pleaſes, and huddles-up their arrears as his fan- 
cy and paſſion ſuggeſt. What a deal of idle pains is 
here taken to gain the uncertain favour of men as 
fickle and fraudulent as himſelf, againſt he ſhould 
come to ſtand in need of a friend! And all this too 
with the risk of being detected; all this with the 


fears and under the apprehenſions of being farther. © _ 


puniſh'd, if betray'd; and all this with the ien 


uncertainty of meeting with any grateful return, 8 
from thoſe who reap'd the benefit of his rand RES 


lent practice. And yet, according to the prinzples 


of the world, the action was wiſe, and his Eord”” 2M 


who was a rich man, and probably might have gain'd 
his riches by the ſame kind of wiſdom cou'd not 
but praiſe him for what he had done, could notbut 
approve by his own rule, any vicious ain 


which tended to perſonal eaſe and ſafety. ; * 5 
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in his eſteem and ſervice. 
the mammon of iniquity have made himſelf friends, 


iis phe children of this world are wiſer than the 


eaten of light in their generation. But O my 
op! How 


true is that which thou haſt told us 
that tbe * of men is folly with thee! If this 
man, according to the world's notion; was wiſe in tak- 
ing ſo much pains and running ſo much risk, to make 
himſelf friends of the mammon of iniquity, for the 
fake of procuring a future vicious precarious happi- 
neſs; how. fooliſh was he not in thy eyes, when 
almoſt half that trouble, without any risk, would 
have ſufficed to make him virtuouſly happy for a 
laſting certainty. Had he while he was honeſt but 
had the refolution to continue fo; had he inſtead 
of recurring, to fraud made a virtuous uſe of the 
mammon of. iniquity, the riches intruſted to him, 
call'd in the debts to a farthing, ballanced his ac- 
counts and ftated them to his Lord; he would 
have been able to refute his calumniators, to eſta- 
bliſh his reputation of an honeſt man above the 
reach of flander, and to rivet himſelf immoveably 


at a very ſmall pains; friends on earth, who on 
any emergency would have thought in their own 


intereſt to — hh his; and friends in heaven, who 


when he fail'd to this life, would have received 
him into the eternal Tabernacles. So true is it 
that one half the pains which the wicked take to 
he viciouſly happy, would fuffice to make them 
virtuouſly fb, if their induſtry was but rightly pla- 


+ ced. But ſuch is the 2 inclination of man- 
d 


Kind to all that is forbidden, that virtue, with ever 
ſo much eaſe, is leſs ſupportable to them than the 
greateſt difficulties which tend to a criminal en- 


joyments. 


You ſhall ſee a man of trade ſo very induſtrious in 


his bufineſs as toomit no vicious means to provide =” 


port for his family and himſelf. How early does he riſe, 
how late does he go to bed! How hard does he la- 
bour ! his hands, his head and his heart are fo fix'd 
on the means of improving his ſtock, that he has 


not time to ſay one ſhort prayer in a morning to 
1 


his maker to call down a bleffing on his labours :. 


To make one ſhort ejaculation to heaven for his 


aſſiſtance, without whom in vain he labours, who 


_ builds or hes, aught. beſides! To hear maſs on a 
bez en, 


ue any abſtinence. on a faſting day, 
to given alms to the poor, alas it cannot be ex- 
reed from a man whoſc time, whoſe health, and 
whole money, are all of ſtead to him in the bufineſs, 
he Srklelved to pur ſue independantly on Gov, that 


he may procure a comfortable ſupport, that is a 
via 


Well: And what ſucceſs, do all his 


one. 
y, for want of Gop's bleſ- 


beds meet with? 


fing he can ſcarce live: All his meaſures are thwar- 
all the frauds he makes. 


wd; and notwithſtanding 
wie.oFto:ſecond his labours, notwithſtanding all his 
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impoſitions, notwithſtanding his ſelling the worſt 
of goods at the moſt extortioning rates, he is daily 
running out. Ah! What a melancholy caſe is this, 


Thus would he with 


to be fo induſtrious to ſo little purpoſe. 


But ah! Fool, is it not your own fault? You are 
induſtrous tis true, but all your induſtry is miſpla- 


ced. Know you not that unleſs the Lord build the 
bouſe be labours in vain who builds it, Why do 
you take ſo much more pains than you need do, 
when all your pains muſt be fruitleſs without the 
bleſſing of Gop? Why do you work ſo hard to 
make or expoſe to ſale, what you will never be able 
to vend unleſs the Lord fend you cuftomers ? La- 


bour then leſs, pray more, obſerve the laws of 


Gov, and his church, be honeſt and charitable, 
Do this, you will be induſtrious enough and your 
induſtry will be well placed. Gop will give a bleſ 
ling to it, it will never overpower you, and your 
health will be rather improved than impaired by it. 
Thoſe who deal with you once will find it their in- 
tereſt to deal with you again, the prayers of the 
poor, with whom you ſhare the ſuperfluous part of 
your ſubſtance, will draw-doyn a bleſſing upon your 
undertakings; and thus with the mammon of ini- 
quity, the worldly ſubſtance you poſſeſs, you will 
make to yourſelt friends indeed, who when you 
fail of life will receive you into the eternal Taber- 
nacles, Nay you will even make friends here, who 
on every emergency will be ready to aſſiſt you, and 
whether they do or do not, yeu are ſure of this, 
that the teſtimony of a good conſcience will make 
you happy in every ſtation, and virtuouſly happ). 
But ah! What do I ſay? That one word 5 
enough to invalidate all I can advance in favou 
of happineſs. All men are deſirous of being hap- 
y and at eafe. It is for that they all ſtruggle, 
abour, and encounter ſo many and great dange!s 
and difficulties. But alas, do but mention to them 
the attaining to it by virtuous means, and there 
needs no more to fright and diſtaſte them. Shew 
this tradeſman, who has taken ſo much pains to 
procure a vicious content, that one half the 3 
will make him virtuouſly happy, alas he w! | not 
hear you and much leſs believe you. To demon- 
ſtrate to him that his labour is vain, his "ory uſe- 
leſs, and his purpoſe fruſtrated, is quite needleſs. He 
ſees it himſelf and is' but too ſollicituous to apply * 
remedy, But ah! The remedy is worſe than the 
diſeaſe. He neglects his buſinets runs from place 
to place, borrows money of all who will truſt him, 
and ſpends it on all who will partake of it u 
him, Thus under, the idle pretext of promot”s 
buſineſs, his family, and affairs are running to ru 
while he lives in a public houſe, riots with 0 
ſpend-thrift, impairs his health and involves him 1 
in every miſery. Fool, do'ſt thou not ſee, whither © 


thy induſtry is tending ? Who, think you, Wh. 


a > a mv ac ..z . 


W 22 > is 40% EE hy * 


ter to carry on your buſineſs. 


willing to have any dealings with a ſot, who · ne- 


gle ts his buſineſs, gives himſelf up to drunkenneis, 
and is buried in debauchery? Is it the way to re- 
trieve for you, to leave your wife, your children, 
your family to ſtarve at home, while you are pur- 
chaſing future famine abroad, at an extravagant rate ? 
No : all the fruits you can N from ſuch vici- 
ous induſtry, is to ſee your wife and children (if you 
have any) reduced to the pariſh allowance, if not 
brought to the ſtreets or the highways by your ill 
example; yourſelf coop'd-up in a jail or an hoſpi- 
tal, if you are not reſerved for a more miſerable 
end to die in a ditch. an 

But what would you have me do? Trading is 
dead. I labour all day in vain, yet cannot get bread. 
All my dependence therefore, is on making acquain- 


tance, and all the means of making them, is fre- 


quenting company, which is not to be done with- 
out drinking and pending money. What then 
muſt I do? I cannot beg, I cannot work at any 
other buſineſs than that I was brought up to: | 
have not courage to beg : And ſteal opening]y I dare 
not, Ah wretch ! It is not neceſſity, but the love 
of riot, which makes you reaſon thus. If you dare 
not ſteal, you dare run in debt, to glut your own 
luxury; if you are aſhamed to beg, you are not a- 
ſhamed to reduce your family, and creditors to beg- 


4 gary: If you cannot dig the earth; cannot you pe- 


netrate heaven, and draw thence a bleſſing on your 
labours? This would eaſe you of ſome part of thoſe 
labours, and render the reſt proſperous. If you can 
find money for ſotting, would not a part of that gi- 
ven to the poor, turn to better account than that of 
impairing your ſtrength? And if you obſerved the 
faſts and abſtinence of the Church, would not that 
leſſen your family expences, and enable you the bet- 
In ſhort, would you 
place your dependence on God, but be obedient to 
his Church, be honeſt to thoſe you deal with, and 
Charitable to your fellow-creatures, your labours 
would be at leaſt qne half leſs: Your happineſs e- 
ven in this life, would be certain and laſting ; and 
God would give an encreaſe to your ſtore. Thus 
might you make to you true friends of the mammon 
of iniquity, whom, when yen fail, might receive 
You. Nun * tabernacles, 1 
ut there is no bringing mankind to à ſenſe of 
theſe truths, Andiher —. is hurried away into 
down. right ſlavery by luſt. The gratification of 
this, he places all his happineſa in, and io compaſs 
this, what pains, what expences, what fatigues will 
he not endure: The laviſhing all his fubſtance, the 
expoſing his health, — and life, are all 
triſſes to compaſs. the poilonous favours of a wanton 
harlot, whoſe faith, hg can have no teliance on. A 
(enſelefs mortal! What an idle extrayagant induſtry 
hs, to attain.to 4 vicigus  bappinefs, in the de- 
an egen 
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ceitful murdering ſmiles of a monſter, who can 
be true to you, when ſbe bath forgotten, mathe with 
man ſays, the Covenant of ber God.“ What" fweet- 
neſs can you expect in a wretch whoſe end is bitter 
as wormwood, ſharp as a two-edged fword? But 
what muſt I do, ſays the letcher, to gratify the de- 
fires of the fleſh? Do? Recur to Gop for the gift 
of chaſtity : Faſt, abſtain, humble and ſubdue your 
carnal appetites? Or if you muſt gratify them, take 
a virtuous mate approved by Gob and his Church; 
who may ſhare in your pleaſures and pains, be an 
aſſiſtant to you in the ſervice of Gop, and your 
temporal concerns, and whoſe intereſt it will be to 
promote and conſult yours? But ah! It is this ob- 
ject, this individual object, which excites my wan- 
tonneſs: This is the flame 1 am conſumed with, 
and there is no allaying it, but by facrifizing my 
ſubſtance, my health, my reputation, my life, and 
all to it. For alas, I cannot behold without burn- 
ing. But, fooliſh mortal! Can you not ſhut, your 
eyes? Can you not fly the perſon, fly their com- 
pany, fly every thing, which brings their idea to 
your mind? Inſtead of taking ſo much pains to go 
out of your way, to have a glance or ſight of them, 
inſtead . of loſing ſo much time in viſiting them at 
their houſe, or meeting them elſewhere z Take but 
half the paigs ; go a ſhorter way: Save one. half your 
time, and ſtay at home to pray againſt the tempta- 
tion, or viſit where you are ſure they Will not be. 
In ſhort, place all your induſtry, in avoiding to ke 
or be ſeen by the dangerous perſon. Remove thy way 
far from ber, ſays the Holy-Ghoſt in the Probe bs, 
©: and come not nigh the door of her houſe. Left 
* thou give thy honour to others, and thy years to 
© the.crucl. Leſt ſtrangers be fill'd with thy wealth 
* and thy labours be in the houſe of a ſtranger, Aud 
thou mourn at laſt; when thy fleſh and thy body 
are conſumed. And ſay, how have I hated inſtruc - 
tion, and my heart deſpiſed reproof.” f Is not this 
Beloved, a much eaſier way to reach to happineſs. 
By this means you ſave your ſubſtance,” health, 18. 
putation, life and ſoul, by this means you ayoid an 
infinity of anxieties, attending ſueh;lawleſs puriuits, 
by this means you leſſen at leaſt one half your pains, 
and ſecure to yourſelves, when you have weam'd 
your affetions, a true happineſs, which the gratißß⸗ 
1 a Bom Food never ng en But 
Is ambition or lawleſs power, the happingls.you 
da the fake of falſe ry, von Bike 
ſo much pains apd fatigue, O induſtrious worlding? 
O how idle are all your lahours, your anxicti 
reſtleſs days and ſleepleſs nights] How vain, thole 
courtly attendances, thoſe ſuperfluous extravagances, 
thoſe cruel {elf-denials, ſubmiſſions, and expe@all. 
ons | And bow inſupportaple thoſe killing perplemts 
tics of ſuſpence, between hope and ſear,) probabilks 
a We wake 1 ed. il Nn 
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ty and uncertainty, proſpect and doubt, which 
break through your peace, diſorder your health, and 
rob you of yourſelf ! And for what are all theſe, 
but to at a ſhadow? To attain to a poſt, a 
pre-eminence, an honour which you never can riſe 
to, but by. ſtepping upon calumnies, treacheries, 
forgeries, rebellions, and perhaps every crying crime. 
Ah do you purpoſe to be happy? By ſuch means, 
can only be criminally fo, that is, not being 

ppy at all for want of that peace of conſcience, 
which alone can afford any true ſolid happineſs. 
Nay it is a hundred to one, whether after all your 
vicious endeavours, your fooliſh induſtry ſucceeds. 
How much pains then, how much anxiety, danger 
and difficulty might you not avoid, and become 
perfectly happy, would you but renounce the falſe 
honour you aſpire to, when you ſee it is not to be 
reach'd, but by ſuch vicious and laborious means. 
By doing this, inſtead of labouring in vain to ſeem 
eaf, without any labour you would really be great. 
Inſtead of loſing both your time and -your pains, in 
graſping at-the ſhadow of happineſs, you would hold 
it irremiſſibly, without the expence of either; and 
the virtue of knowing how to deſpiſe the honour, 
the grandeur, the power and principality you cannot 
attain without criminal practices, would make kings 
and princes of you, would crown you with all the 
glory of their pre-eminence, without the burden an- 
nex'd to it. . For true happineſs conſiſts not in the 
enlarging your fortune, but contraQting your defires : 
As the ſummit of glory is not placed in the extend- 
ing your power, but in the quelling your ambition. 
Thus then is it that you ſhould make to yourſelves, 
friends of the Mammon of iniquity, that when your 
fe fails you, they may receive you into the eternal 
n And thus doing, you will ſecure your- 


/ 


_ - ſelves happineſs at a much cheaper rate than you 


po can, as worldings go about it. So true is it, 
that one half the pains which the wicked take to be 
viciouſly happy, would ſuffice to make them virtu- 


- oully id, if rightly placed. a 


II. Nor is it lefs true, that the wo ſame pains 
which the virtuous take, to be at laſt but imper- 
F& Chriſtians, would make them quite perfect 
ones, if rightly r 
much wiſer are the children of this world, than the 
_ children of Tight in their generation! They loſe 

no advantage they can lay hold of to improve their 


criminal 250 into ſucceſs: They never are 
ata lofs for ſtratagems, to make to themſelves ini- 


quitous friends of the mammon of iniquity : But 
- thy children, O light of the world, what advanta- 
ges to not they loſe ? How many opportunities do 
they loſe of making to themſelves Friends of the 


Mammon of iniquity : Friends who when they fail, 
— no the eternal tabernacles. 4 
* 


might receive 


on the Eighth SUNDAY. 


beneficent to the priſoner, tender to the ſick, mer- 


to Gop, or for want of a manner in what they do! 


But ah, my Gop, how. 


" ſouls, tell me with what ſpirit do you do — 


How many Chriſtians ſhall you ſee extremely 
charitable to the poor, hoſpitable to the ſtranger, 


aiful to a weak brother, and univerſally bountiful to 
all in diſtreſs. Alas what a pity is it, ſuch Chriſti. 
ans ſhould loſe the greateſt part of all their charita- 
ble offices, for want of a proper direction of them 


One gives alms very often and largely, but gives 
them more through habitual tenderneſs of heart, 
than through any poſitive actual deſign of doing ſo 
for God's ſake, and for the relief of his image: 
Another perhaps, does ſuccour his afflicted brother, 
for Gop's ſake, but then, makes him feel the 
weight of the benefit received by the bitter taunts, 
or other mortifying circumſtances he acompanies it 
with : And while he heals ng wound in the breaſt 
of his fellow creature, by his charities, opens ano- 
ther wider and more inſupportable one, by the man- 
ner of beſtowing them. Ah fooliſh mortals, would 
it coſt you any more pains, when you are ſhewing 
your love to your fellow creature, to make an in- 
ward act of love to God, and direct the whole to 
his honour and glory. This would make your 
Chriſtian charity perfect indeed; whereas through 
your miſmanagement of it, you make it at beſt but 
an imperfect Chriſtian virtue, if it be a Chriſtian 
virtue at all. For it is very much to be fear'd, that 
ſuch heedleſs works as theſe, however good in 
themſelves, become merely acts of natural virtue, 
when not ſpirited by a direction to Gop, and there- 
fore of very little fruit towards an eternal reward. If 
you are convinced it is right to relieve the diſtre 
of a brother, will it coſt you any more pains to do 
it with tenderneſs? The perfection of fraternal 
charity, conſiſts in making the ſad heart glad for 
Gop's ſake, whereas your charity when convey'd 
with the ſting of a mortifying manner, only chan- 
one pain for another, perhaps a more cruel a 
enſible one than that you remove. Unleſs then 
you conſult the manner of your relief, as well as the 
relief itſelf, your charity is very imperfect, if not 
uſeleſs | How idle then is it for Chriſtians to loſe 
all, or at leaſt great part of their good actions, for 
want of a little care to manage them rightly, whe" 
no more pains is required to make them perled, 
and highly meritorious in the fight of Go and 
man. | 
You pray and abſtain, Beloved, you keep be 
feaſts and faſts of the Church with punctualii. 
You do well: But ah how comes it then, that Jon 
are ſtill ſuch imperfe& Chriſtians ? Sound your 9 


Don't you do it from prejudice, cuſtom, and ſeei 


others do-ſo ? Do you ever offer up your prayer 
with a due attention ? Do you go to urch 2 
poſely to honour Gov more than becaufe it is pe 7 


more pains are required to pray and to faſt, with 
this attention and intention, than to do both without 
either? Is it not plain then that the very ſame pains 
you take to be at laſt but imperfect Chriſtians, 
would ſuffice to make you quite perfeCt ones, it 
rightly managed. 

[ dare ſay, there is none here who does not often 
frequent the holy ſacraments ? And yet, which ſhall 
I pick out among you to ſhew an inſtance of a per- 
fe& Chriſtian? Are you not all negligent in pro- 
moting Gop's honour ? And envious of your neigh- 
bour's good? Are you not all diſſemblers, back- 
biters, flatterers, and ſome way or other uncharita- 
ble, if not unjuſt? Are you not all impatient in ad- 
verſity, inſolent in proſperity, glad of every ſeem- 
ing advantage over your neighbour, murmuring 
againſt Gop when he delays gratifying your wiſhes, 
and ungrateful to him when he does. In a word, 
are you not all enſlaved by your paſſions, and giv- 
en to crimes, or, at lea, imperfections too groſs 
to be expected from perſons, who have recourſe to 
thoſe fountains of grace. How comes this then, 
but from your approaching to them without the 
neceſſary diſpoſitions? You go to the holy ſa- 
craments ; but go more out of habit than true de- 
votion. When you go to confeſſion, your repen- 
tance is not real, or 1s but weak, you bring not 
with you a deep ſenſe of your ſins, a ſincere deſire 
of reform, a firm purpoſe of obſerving the injunc- 
tions of your director. And without theſe, alas, 
to what purpoſe do you go? And what more pains 
or confuſion would it coſt you to bring theſe diſ- 
poſitions along with you? When you go to 
communion, your devotion is cuſtom, your prayers 
are rote-work, and your adorations almoſt mocke- 
ry, becauſe you are ſo uſed to go, that you grow 
_ familiar with the bleſſing, take no t ought of 
the Gop you receive, or, if you do, take very 
little notice of him when you have received him. 
Whereas, what more pains would it be to you, 
when you do leave your buſineſs to approach to 
your Saviour, for you to dwell ax entertaining 
and being entertam'd by him. hat more time 
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day? Do you offer up your faſts to God in atone- 
ment for your ſins, to ſatisfy his juſtice, to humble 
your fleſh, and draw down the divine bleſſings on 
yourſelves and families. This, this is the perfec- 
tion of chriſtian prayer and faſting. And what 


would it take up to adore him, unplore his blef- 
ſings, and offer yourſelves wholly up to him? It is 
for want of theſe diſpoſitions that you are thus im- 
perfect, notwithſtanding your frequenting thoſe 
ſources of graces ſo often as you do. For did you 
carry them along with you, you could not fail.of 
being as perfect Chriſtians as they are capable of 
making you. And theſe diſpoſitions would coſt you 
no more pains, than the going without them. - So 


true is it, beloved, that all your chriſtian induſtry 


loſes the greateſt part of it's fruit for want of rights 
management ; as the induſtry of the wicked is in- 
lirely fruitleſs by being miſplaced. 

And yet they are wiſer in their generation than 
you, becauſe they are conſiſtent in their wicked- 
neſs, and negle& no vicious means to ſecond their 
vicious intentions, and make criminal friends of the 
mammon of iniquity. Whereas, you are conſiſtent 
in nothing; you trifle away the mot holy and ea- 
ſy means to attain to the holy ſtate you. aſpire to; 
and, when you might, a thouſand ways, make. 


friends ta you of the mammon of iniquity, ſuch 


friends as would receive you into the eternal taber- 
nacles, you let every opportunity flip. 

Ah, be wiſer then, beloved, for the future, lay 
hold of every advantage to ſeize on chriſtian per-- 
fection, and ſince the ſame pains will ſuffice to 
make you perfect Chriſtians, content not yourſelves 
with being imperfect ones. Faſt, pray, give alms, 
and frequent the holy. ſacraments. But loſe not 
the benefit of them through your own miſmanage- 
ment. No, if you have money. to ſpare, make 
friends, by your alms-deeds of the mammon of ini- 
quity, Let not worldly affairs engroſs all your 
time from prayer and works of mercy ; but em- 
ploy ſome part of it, with due attention and inten- 
tion, and thus make friends of that mammon of ini- 
quity: Faſt with a penitential devotion, mortify: 
your fleſh, and make friends of another mammon 
of iniquity.. Frequent the holy ſacraments with. 
all the difooſitions requiſit to reap perfection from 
them. And ſuffer no vanities or worldly cares to 
break. in upon your devotion, but by renouncing- 
them with fervour of heart and ſteadineſs of mind, 
make friends of every mammon of iniquity, who, 
when you fail to this miſerable world, may receive 


you into the eternal tabernacles. Whether I be- 
ſeech God to lead you; In the name, &c. | 


SERMON: 


r 


On the Ninth SUNDAY aſter PENTECOST. 


| St. LUKE xix. 45, 46. 

Jesvs entering into the temple began to caſi-out 

the ſellers therein, and the buyers, ſaying to 
them : It is written, that my bouſe is the bouſe 

„ prayer, but you have made it à den of 


thieves. | 


OUBTLESS, Chriſtians, you have moſt 
of you ſeen, at one time or other, in lite, 
the indignation of a patient man wrought up 
to ſuch a pitch as almoſt ſeems to border on fren- 
zy. Imagin then you ſee ſuch a one exaſperated 
— em meaſure, his cheeks glowing red, his eyes 
flaſhing fire, every vein boiling over with reſent- 
ment, and every artery exerting itſelf in the cauſe 


of vengeance : One hand topſy-turvying all which 


comes in it's way, the other arm'd with a weapon 
to laſh ont of his doors the aggreſſors of his peace, 
and the inſultors of his patience. Such, to a tittle, 
is the idea which St. Matthew and St. Mark bring 


to my mind of lovely Ixsus, when deſcribing his 


indignation againſt the prophaners of Gop's tem- 
ple, they tell me that be tables of the bankers, 
and the chairs of them who fold pigeons be over- 
threw. But what can all this mean? Jxsus in an- 
ger! The Lord of meekneſs in wrath | Alas, Lever 
thought it till now my duty, as a Chriſtian, never 
to part with that inward peace, which is ſo neceſ- 
fary to keep up a ſtrict union, with Gop. I ever 
deem'd it an obligation incumbent upon me, as a prieſt 
and a paſtor, to preach the ſame to others. And 
muſt 1 now, my Saviour, after fo often exhorting 
theſe Chriſtians of thine to learn of thee, becauſe 
thou ar't meet and bumble of heart, muſt I ſhew 
thee to them in an act of indignation; fhew thee to 
them for 'a pattern of reſentment? Haſt thou not 
told us, Bleſſed are the-meek'® How then ſhall meek- 
| neſs be reconciled with indignation? How? Chriſt 
has plainly taught you, "by the-mouth of his pro- 
phet: Be angry, and fin not, To the frailties of 
a private ſinner, who is not incorrigible, the beſt 
reſentment which can be ſhewn is the tenderneſs 


of compaſſonate treatment. Nay, every ſinner, 


whether. public or _ who is not inflexibly 
ſuch, is an object of our meekneſs; and, however 
juſt our indignation againſt his offences may be, no- 
thing can juſtify our parting with charity for the 


knows no end of abuſing it. 
viour, beloved, is none of thoſe turbulent fpirits 


offender, while his vices are only the breakings-out 
of that frailty which we ſhare, more or leſs, in 
common with him. But where God and his ho- 
nour are openly and daringly inſulted, compaſſion 
for the inſultor is connivance, meekneſs in fight 
of the inſult is impiety, and the heart which car 
bear the Author of all glory to be ingloriouſly treat- 
ed, without boiling over with indignation, is in- 
capable of that divine love, which the latent ardour 
of a truly chriſtian meekneſs begets. 

Patience, though it be infinit, muſt glow with 
indignation, when the perverſity of the offender 
Our Gop and &. 
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who take delight in wrath, run in ſearch of matte! 
of offence, and are pleaſed with opportunities d 
reſentment. No: As his prophet T/aiah foretoll 
of him, he is all meekneſs, clemency and goodnel. 
Nay, mercy is his darling attribute, the moſt ns 
tural operation of his ſoul. Hrs mercies, ſays tht 
prophet, are above all bis works. In fact, we 
how ready he is, not only to forgive, but excuf 
the groſſeſt of crimes committed againſt his laws 
when not done in open defiance of the deity. Thu 
when the woman was brought to him to pronounce 
ſentence againſt her for adultery, he not only for 
gives her upon condition of future amendment, bu! 


„r 


even excuſes her by alledging the humas frailly, WWF hol 
common to her and her accuſers. And thus he not con 
only pardons the Magdalen her many fins, but eve! 4 us 
alledges the greatneſs of her preſent love as a ſuft- | wt cau 
cient atonement for her former frailty. But hes n her 
his majeſty is inſolently ſtared in the face by i. Y the 
Piety, and glaring ſacrilege preſumes to level 1 neſ: 
the glory of his throne; it becomes his mercifu I. ( 
meekneſs to give up the profaners of his dignit U not an 
the utmoſt rigour of his avenging equity. into tl 
Gor, who is Lord aud proprietor oi the . 4 town, 
earth, has reſerved to himſelf but a few little mas we liv 
ſions in it for his ſpecial habitation, and given! breedi! 
reſt up to his creatures to poſſeſs, the honov'* ndeco 
his God- head is concern'd to maintain himſelt ” gland r 
them undiſturb'd, uninſulted, to ſee that his What t 
mage be there performed, with all due ſpl ndour are ſift 
and decorum, and not to ſuffer any indignitie“ t0 » et by 
be offered him there with impunity. Seize then, 1 
my God, ſeize the rod of thy wrath. Does ve is 
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kind treat thee every-where elſe with negleC: 
Teach them, at leaſt, to reverence thee in thy tem- 
ples, in the manſions of thy chuſing. Permit them 


not audaciouſly to turn thy ſacred houſes of prayer 


into ſtews, dens of thieves and rendezyous of riot. 
If ſo many benefits received will not win them to 
love thee, learn them, at leaſt, by ſtripes to ſhew 
thee reſpect. O, beloved Chriſtians, you as well 
a5 I mult be ſenſible that it has ever been cuſtoma- 


ry with the Almighty Goodneſs, not to reek ven- 


geance on his people without firſt ſounding, from 
a diſtance, the march of his coming wrath to give 
them the timely warning to flee it. Behold then, 
at preſent, I, his miniſter, miſerable as L am, ſtand 
here this day to ſound the alarum of Gop's ap- 
proaching fury, by ſhewing you in his name the 
outrages he ſuffers in the prophanation of his 


| Churches; that you on your ſide, uſing for the fu- 


ture, ſo much the more reverence in proportion to 
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n 


the indecencies you have heretofore been guilty of 


W in them, may prevail upon him, by your amend- 


ment, to turn aſide thoſe thunderbolts of deſtruction 
with which his anger is already, perhaps, arm'd 
againſt this nation, this city, and, may be, this 
very congregation. And this, I dare hope, you will 
readily come into, when once I have convinced 


you, as I now propoſe to do, of theſe three familiar 


truths. 


I. That every irreverence ſhewn to the places of 

divine worſhip is an exceſſive breach of good- 
manners. 

II. It is an enormous ingratitude : And 

III. It is a manifeſt proof of groſs infidelity. 


** Ah! It is even ſo, truly, my Go, this place is 
holy, and we know it not. Holineſs then be- 
comes thy houſe to the length of days. Pardon 
us then the paſt irreverences our ignorance has 
cauſed, and give us ſo holily to demean ourſelves 
henceforth in it, that we may there receive all 
— ineffable effects of thy communicative good- 
neſs.” | 
I. One would almoſt think it impoſſible, was it 
not an undeniable fa, that irreverence ſhould creep 
into the places of divine worſhip in a nation, a 
town, and an age fo poliſh'd, fo refined as what- 
we live in. Is not this the age in which goods 
breeding is ſo _ inſiſted on, that every the leaſt 
indecorum is eyed with indignation? Is not Ex- 
gland now become the academy of politeneſs ? And 
what town is there now extant in which manners 
are ſifted to a greater refinement than in Eondon'#- 
Let but the leaſt unſeemly deportment eſcape: ſrom 
3 young: gentleman, or lady, at a viſit or aſſembly, 
What confuſion ſhall they not be cover'd with; how 
hard ſhall they find it to obtain pardon from the 
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company, or even to forgive themſelves; and how 
expoſed are they to be ridiculed, as vulgar, as ſtu- 
pid, and ignorant of the world? How unaccounta- 
bly ſurpriſing then is it not, that all good - manners 
ſhould be left at the church door? Ah, Chriſtians ! 
For ſhame, exhauſt not all your breeding in a ball 
or a drawing room: Confine not your whole ſtock. 


of complaiſance to a. viſit, or a compliment. Car- 


ry alittle of it with you to church: In a word, 
when you go to the houſe of Gop, take yourſelves 
with you. You are moſt of you well-born, you 
are well-educated, you can all of you be good-man- 
ner'd when you pleaſe; be ſo then in the reſpe& 
you ſhew to Gop. For if your maker deſerves not 
your complaiſances, who can be worthy of them? 
When Abrabam was about to make his ſon 1ſaac 
bleed, in a generous ſacrifice to Gop, the Scripture 
takes notice that before he made him bend his 
knee to wait the ſtroke, which was to part his bo- 
dy from his ſoul, he tied him faſt. But why? The 
obedient ſon was as ready to give-up his lite to the- 
pleaſure of Heaven, as the complying father was 
to y:eld the only joy of his life at the beckon of the 
Almighty donor? What need then was there of 
cords, of ropes, of ligatures? Why,. the reaſon 
was, ſay the ſacred expoſitors, that the ſacred vic- 
tim falling might not fall in a poſture diſcompoſed, 
or unfitting a Sacrifice made to the God of all order 
and decency.“ The Patriarch, ſays a reverend in 
** terpreter, was fearful. left ſome involuntary mo- 


tion of the victim ſhould diſturb the reverence * 
proper to ſo great a ſacrifice.” O, Chriſtians,. 


was I to beſeech you to try in church to check 
thoſe irreverences which eſcape you without deli- 
berate conſent, and often againſt your will, ſuch 
as Joud coughing, ſneezing, hawking, and I know- 
not what beſides, what more ſhould I do than in- 
treat you to uſe at leaſt the ſame reſpect while the 
ſon of God is offer*d up in ſacrifice to him, which 
Abrabam made uſe of in ſacrificing his beloved? what 
ſhould I ask more of you than to treat thoſe ſacred 
h ouſes of prayer, where the great” king of kings- 
dwells as in his palace, juſt with as much decency 
and reverence as the very Turks make uſe of in 
their moſque at Lamecca, where the corſe, or, rather 


ſhould I ſay the infamous {keleton,.of. Mabome t lies | 


rotting in ſtate. | 97 40 
However, beloved Chriſtians; what ask is ſar 
more practicable: It is what requires little pains;. 
no great conqueſt,” nay ſearce any ſtruggle; unleſs- 
you think, and that I'dare-ſay you will bluſh to own). 
that it is a hard: matter to be commonty-ewil.- 
For in ſhort I mean to exhort you not to leave be- 
hind you at the church- door that decent good: bree 
ding which you have beer taught to practice to- 
wards one- another by your parents, your tutors, 
and. maſters. Stand at leaſt in the preſence of Jx-- 
SU 


PY « 


% 


04 
sus Cur15T, at the foot of the Throne of Gop, 
in the face of his altars with ſuch a modeſt reſerve, 
as you would think but proper to make uſe of in 
the preſence-chamber of a prince or other great 
perſonage. Now I very much doubt, nay rather I 
very much believe you would hardly take the li- 
berty in the preſence of ſuch a one to giggle, to 
tattle to other perſons, or tura your reſtleſs eyes 
this way and that; to take and give ſnuff, tololl, lean, 
ſtretch yourſelves or indulge any of thoſe unbeco- 
ming motions which the walls of every church if 
animated would bluſh at. How then can you re- 
concile them with good-breeding in the houſe of 
Gov, if they cannot be deem'd ſuch in the pre- 
{ence of a mortal? Surely the Almighty is not ſunk 
ſo low in your eſteem as to deſerve leſs from you 
than your ſovereign, nay a common gentleman of 


your own equals. 
II. But leſt I ſhould offend your delicacy by be- 
ing too ſevere on this point let us proceed. Was it 
not true that the ſacred places of divine worſhip 
are reſpeQable from the principle of good-manners, 
gratitude obliges you to honour them. Why 1s it 
you all ſo partially reſpe& your own nation, town, 
or the houſe where you were born, but becauſe there 
u firſt drew your breath at freedom. It is the 
efit you. received there biaſſes you with ſo much 
fooliſh and unjuſt prejudice in favour of your own 
native country or town, to deſpiſe if not to hate eve- 
ry other, ſet in competition with that. O Chriſtians ! 
how can you then without ſhifdering with horror re- 
ect, that there is no place on earth you have received 
ſo many and great benefits in as the houſe of Gop, 
and yet that there is no place treated with greater 
indignity than the houſe of Gop? You were born, 
you are very ſenſible of it, odious to Heaven, ene- 
mies to the Almighty and exiles from paradiſe. 
How, how were you reinſtated in your birth-right ? 
Where were you reſtored to your freedom? In 
what place were you given back to Gop and Gop 
to you? Tas at the ſacred Font of baptiſm, You 
were all baptiſed in the Church or baptiſed with 
the ſacred waters brought from thence ? Hucl'd by 
the impetuoſity of your paſſions into actual fin, you 
have fallen ſince your baptiſm from the grace you 
firſt received. Ah could you but have ſeen ! Could 
ou but have heard Then every part of nature 
incenſed at your baſeneſs glowing with eagerneſs to 
revenge the cauſe of Gop upon your head, was 

- loudly calling on Heaven for vengeance on your 
ſins. The glory of the Angels mourned for you, 
while hell was fill'd with grim rejoicings at your 
ruin. To ſuch a miſerable plight did ſin reduce you. 
Whence then, O whence did the firſt — 
break forth to diſperſe the thick array of miſchiefs 
threatning you? Go, Chriſtians, go but into church, 


On the Ninth. SUNDAY 


this holy tho' little part of Rome. In it uy 


caſt an eye on the facred tribunals of penance there 
and they will remind you, it was in the houſe gf 
God that, caſting off your uncleanneſs by a peniten. 
tial confeſſion you were admitted to pardon, re-ad. 
mitted to grace. Look on the ſacred Crucifix, the 
pictures of the bleſſed Virgin and other enſigns of 
grace; they will remind you of the inſpirations, 
the good thoughts and many other bleſſings you 
have received in church. View the ſacred altar; 
It is that which has diſpenſed to you ſo many divine 
bleſſings to conſole you; it is in that holy tabernack 
that your Saviour JEsUs vouchſafes to be lodged, 
to feed and cheriſh you with his precious body and 
blood. And it is within the walls of that temple 
that one day the ſolemn dirge will be ſaid for the 
repoſe of your ſoul. In a word, there is no ſpat 
no bit of timber, or ſingle ſtone or brick in thi 
edifice, that will not witneſs againſt you the benefiy 
you have received and may receive from thence, 
and the irreverences or reſpe& you there teſtih; 
Can you then in a place fo rich in favours and cour- 
teſies for you, have the heart to inſult the Gopit 
is conſecrated to, the Go who there preſides for 
your benefit and comfort ? O — mortals 
do you never imagin you ſee and hear your Jun 
with pallid lips hanging from the ws to which 
your iniquities naiPd him, the croſs on which he 
would be exalted to exalt your hearts to him in f. 
verential prayer: Do you ver, I ſay, amidſt you 
irre verences, think you, hear him reproaching you, 
as once he did the Fews. © If I have done yot 
* good, /I bave ſpoken well, for what one 
** my good offices do you ſtone me with your ire 
** verences, why do you ſtrike me not on the chetk, 
* but to the heart with your indignities? If it be 
** written as you know it is, that my bouſe is 
* bouſe of prayer, why and for what offence o 
mine do you inſult me to my face by making it 
% den of thieves ? If I injure, dear- loved ſouls of m 
** own purchaſe, if I injure you by dwelling on tht 
* altar tor your food and ſupport, expell me from 
* your churches, expell me from your hearts: 
But it I do you nothing but good, if I ſay to 50 
nothing but good, it I offer and mean to % 
nothing but good? why, why do you f{rik? me? 
When Alaric the barbarian had taken Rome b. 
ſtorm, before he ſuffer'd himſelf to be carried 1 
triumph to the capitol to be crown'g as a conque 
ror, Whither could you think he went? It Was ® 
the Baſilican church of St. Peter, And at the 
door of this, he who before at the head of 1 
troops conquer'd all Rome, now againſt all his 4, 
my with ſword in hand ſtood the great proted'® 


ould tak 
con 


all the treaſure and people of Rome who c 
refuge there; and thither the avarice of the 
querors led them in multitudes to cre 

. | plunder} 


plunder. But Alarie placing himſelf before the 
principal gate, brandiſhing his ſword and exalting his 
voice: © Avaunt, he cries, avaunt, preſumptive bra- 
« very: He who means not to feel the edge of 
« Alaric's ſword let him draw back. Rome is con- 


« quer'd; but this part of Rome is ſuperior to con- 


« queſt.” Thus ſtood this brave barbarian a bul- 
wark againſt his own army, himſelf the aſy/um of 
the church as the church was the lum of Rome, 
too generous to bear that the Lord of hoſts ſhould 
remain in the capitol of the world without a palace. 
Ah! Too true is it, dear flighted redeemer, that 
ſome times thou ar't treated with more reverence 
by barbarians than by Catholics! An Alaric amidſt 
the pride and hurry *. victory could have the thought 
and the heart not only to leave thy ſanctuary unpol- 
luted but even to defend it: And yet thy Chriſtians 
want the heart to reverence it and can only remem- 
ber to bring thither indignities, indevotion, nay, O 
horrible exceſs, to bring thither fins | Yes, Chriſ- 
tians in thy very temples, are not afraid of ſinning. 

But what do I ſay: To ſuch a paſs are we come 
that the miniſters of God, in horror of theſe abu- 
ſes are reduced to change their invectives into Whiſ- 
pers. God himſelf might be in ſome ſenſe content, 
if Chriſtians would ſtop. at ſinning in his temple 
themſelves; but the worſt is they ſtudy to make 
others ſin, and to whiſper one truth with St. Jahn 
Cbryſoſtom in a language leſs known, ſi quis matro- 
nam vitiare intendit, bunc locum maxime idoneum 
exiſiimat. O female innocence and modeſty! Who 
ſhall. be able to guard you from aſſaults, where 
your devotion is made your ſnare? Alas! In what 
words ſhall I hint ſafety, to you where the ſubject is 
ſo delicate? But out, truth: For out you muſt. It 
is too bare-faced to be conceal'd. If St. Jerein 
could ſpeak it, why ſhall I be afraid to repeat it? 
Such is the impiety of our age, that “ it is almoſt 
© ſafer for beautiful women to go to an aſſembly 
** than to church. Yes O devout ſex. The church 
is become dangerous too. 'There enter too many be- 
ſiegers of virtue to afford you much ſafety there. 
Witneſs at the faſhionable hours of prayer, the og- 
lings, the winks, the ſmiles, the nods and other 
impertinent Grimaces your piety is diſturb'd with 
by conceited wretches, inſtruments of Satan, who 
come more to pervert your hearts than' to convert 
their own. You go to nouriſh your ſouls with the 
body of your Lord: You go with the ſacred thirſt 
of embalming qe? innocence with his precious 
blood. But, ah 1. qa me, the leaſt of encreaſe of 
that iniquity which now introduces to the very foot 
of the altar objects to awake and inflame the paſſi- 
ons, will make it neceſſary for us prieſts to fade 
No as much from going to.churches is to theatres : 

ay more. For on the ſtage we lee diſcountenane- 
ed pod ridiculed the very, vices which are praQtifed 


 Gop to be ſure, and to pay him my adorations. 


ſpeak plainly for once, what do 2 propoſe to do 
0 


here then ate the penitential cloaths, the enſigns 
of ſorrow, the pale cheeks, the weeping eyes, the 
of ſro tht al checks, th weeping e566, 
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in church, to ſtare your virtue out of countenance. 

And yet on dhe other hand let me tell you, O0 
females, a little leſs ornament: A little leſs gaiety 
of dreſs would ſuit ſome of you much better? I do 
not mean to accuſe your purity of intention of any 
defect. I dare believe your view is only to adapt 
your dreſs to your condition. But till pardon me 
that Lask you: If the pert misbehaviour of others 
betrays to you the miſchief occaſion'd to their ſouls 
by your gaudy appearances; is it not quite cruel in 
you not to remove the ruin with the help of a veil 
over your graces? Hear and tremble, St. Paul that 
great miſter of the faithful tells you that every 
woman praying with ber bead uncover®d defiles ber 
Head. Now what fort of churches were they in 
St. PauPs time? Why, Poor, narrow, low, miſe- 
rable, hovels, like this you are in! or dark, diſmal, 
damp and homely caves. But worſe in this that 
the holy perſons who frequented them, ſeldom en- 
ter'd them without being beſet by butchers; they 
prayed with the knife at their throat: And were 
always in proſpect of never going out but to be 
hald to the boiling cauldron, the flaming pile or 
the gibbet, there to be worried out of life by force 
of the ſevereſt Torments. Still with all this the 
apoſtle would have the women not appear there 
uncover'd: Shall it then be lawful in our churches, 
where if there is equal poverty there is not equal 
danger, ſhall it, I ſay, be ok for women to appear 
with neck and breaſts little better than uncover'd? 
If they mult be veil'd in the very preſence cf tortures, 
ſhall they Fe uncover'd where impudicity Jurks in 
ambuſh ? But dreſs as gaily as you pleaſe, women of 
the world, and learn this for your comfort, that 
going in pomp to church to ask pardon for your 
ſins Jon, oy commit freſh ones, that going in a 
gaudy trim to pray ſouls out of purgatory you are 
more likely to drag ſouls into hell; and to gain in 
a word a great name in thoſe regions of darkneſs. 
For if, as St. Cyprian ſays, © he is worſe than a 
60 devil who ſuffers himſelf to be ſmitten by the 


looks of a woman in church ;” what title ſhall 


we give to you, who are the vain-glorious Smiters ? 
St. Jabn Cryſo/tom, meeting a lady of Antioch 
d reſs'd in a ſplendid manner and ſurveying her at- 


tentively : Whither, O lady, ſays the prelate, are 


ou going ſo finely dreſs'd. To church, anſwer'd. 


the. To church, replies the Saint ! Is there a ball 
then at church? Tell me in favour what buſineſs. 


have you at church? Buſineſs! To offer vows to 


Ah rather, vain thing own, that you are going to in- 
troduce a ſtrange Idol to rival the deity. Come 


in church? Is it to ask pardon for your fins? Ah 


BY much ſhrewder mark of 
1 as ſomething init beyond frailty ; there is perverſity, 
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| Giſmay and the confuſion which are wont to ac- 
corp ny a conſcious criminal to the bar of his judge ? 
himſelf to ask pardon with an air of triumph? 
* can it become you, ſays Tertullian, to ask for- 
n giveneſs for your crimes in ſilks and velvets?“ 
To what purpoſe then do you go? Pardon my in- 
quiſitiveneſs, and impute to my 775 this new, 
and perhaps troubleſome queſtion, it L too often re- 
peat it to pleaſe you; why do you goto church? 1 
o to hear maſs. That 1s you ll ſay you go to 
Alliſt at the ſacrifice of the ſon of God offer'd to 
his eternal father on the altar. Is it not ſo? But 
can you ſeriouſly think a gaudineſs of dreſs ſuitable 
to one who affiſts at ſuch a ſacrifice. A pretty fi- 
ure. truly the Magdalen would have dy on 
Mount Calvary, had ſhe ſtood at the foot of the 
- Croſs, all wie ee all gaudineſs, and all dreſs, as too 
mam of your ſex often are, at the ſame unbloody 
facrifice in the maſs. O pious ſex! O flower of 
Chriſtianity? O deareſt hopes of paradiſe ! Say, for 
on may ſpeak it without a ſelf- condemning bluſh : 
theſe indignities are daily practiſed in almoſt eve- 
ty place of worſhip you can go to in this land; can 
there be a moe exceſs of ill- manners: Can there 


be a more barefaced ingratitude ? 


III. But hitherto, and I bluſh for it, I have trea- 
ted theſe indignities with too much formality. 
Away then with complaiſance, where ſuch exce 
are the ſubject: Exceſſes not to be wiped off but 
with tears of blood, not to be treated with deteſta- 
tion enough. Let the vulgar be ſhockt at adulteries, 
| thefts, and other crimes which human frailty too 
often hurries human nature into in other places, I 
too can pity, and be ſorry for them: But I know 
not how: Not the worſt of crimes which human 
Veakneſs can fall into in a prophane place, ſhocks 
"me ſo much as an irreverence committed in the 
fanQuary of Gop. For thoſe I conſider as the 
bleeding effects of a natural proneneſs to ſin, which 
Heaven itſelf often wiſely Ferris the very elect to 
fall under, that they may riſe by humility to a ngher 
depree of ſpiritual perfection. But a careleꝶ, diſre- 
E ful behaviour, in the temples of Gob, is 2 
a corrupt .heatt. There 
bay, infidelity, groſs infidelity. It is an oracle of 
8 —_ Mihy⸗ Spe, that faith and reſpeR to places of 
ine worſhip are inſeparable. 5 teflimonies, 
ys the Pſalmiſt, are made exceedingly credible : 
Holineſs becometh-thy houſe, O Lord, for length of 
. Tou cannot imagin that the bare entering 
now and then into a church, is ſufficient to make 
Chriſtians and Catholics of you. The very Heathens 
went into thoſe ſubterraneous vaults, which ſerved 
lor charches to the infant church: But going there, 


— — 


- 
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was it ever known for an offender to humble 


only to difturb the devotion of the faithful, v 
did they ſhew themſelves, but outra qr Fern 
Che heretics, ſome ages ago, enter'd into the chur- 
es of Greece, of Italy, of France and Germany: 
And, but a few ages ago, broke into your own (4 
cred temples m this kingdom. And went in, for- 
ſooth, to reform them, that is, to pull down cru- 


. cifixes, to pollute the ſacred veſſels, to overthrow 


Gop's Altars, to deſtr enft of piety, to 
enrich themſelves with the p pede of 4 2 
treafure, and turn the houſes of prayer into Den: of 
Thieves: But did this ſpeak 1 Catholics, or 
not rather perverſe and rebellious miſcreants? Who 
then will, henceforth, be ſenſeleſs enough, to flat- 
ter himſelf with being a Catholic, becauſe carried 
once in his infancy, to church, to receive the ho 
character of a Chriſtian, in baptiſm, he has never 
gone thither fince, perhaps, but to defile it's wall 
with the fins he has committed within them, to 
diſhonour it's ceremonies with his irre verences, 
to abuſe it's ſacrifices with his in devotion, and to 
diſturb God's people, and ſlight Gop's miniſten 
by his levity and licentious behaviour? 
Tertullian, makes this apology for the Chi 
tians refuſing to adore the idols of the Heathers 
“Tou, O Gentzls, ſays be, puniſh the conſtancy 
« of Chriſtians, who deſpiſe your falſe gods; while, 
% you-yourſelves deſpiſe thoſe falſe gods by making 
* their temples the rendezvous of your libidinors 
« intrigues.” O prophaners of Catholic churches, 
what then do you do, by your irreverences, but 
arm the tongues of heretics, with the like inveRives 
againſt the holy faith you profeſs? What if the 
ſhould ſay: The papiſts pretend to acknowledge 
Chriſt for their maſter, © yet treat him with indig- 
5 nity in the places of his worſhip : Yet, brand u- 
e with the name of heretics, for only diſhonouriny 
© his doctrins. If we are heretics for not believing 
e Him to be bodily prefent on the altar, what title 
s ſhall they deſerve who believe him there, and 
yet treat him with irreverence ?” What, what 
2 en Catholics, would you be able to 4. 
er 
O Lutherans, Calviniſts, heretics of all ſorts, 

who glory in the deſolation of churches, if Cathe- 
lics can be irteverent in the temples of Chriſt, 
ſacrileges you commit in plundermg Gop's ſancu- 
aries, ſhall henceforth be laok*t{-upon as homage » 
one injury of yours done to Chriſt ſhall exe" 
bim from many infults he daily receives 
followers. And it will be the lelſer evil of the ind 
to baniſh him at once from his own houſe, than 1 
inſult him ſo frequently in it. O Prieſts, OM 
ters of Gov, you who have the authority — 
ing or ſhutting, if Catholics will not put an 
their a in the Houſe of Gov, if the * 
perſiſt to convert the houſe. of prayer to mieren 


thieves, ſhut out the prophaners, lock up the church 
doors, and let them go practiſe their levities upon 
change? O, but they'll come no more to church. 
No matter: Says a grave author, if they are guilty 
of neglect, they will not be guilty of ſacrilege. 
Well, but what will become of the Almighty's 
court? O, the Almighty will readily ſpare ſuch at- 
tendance. Leſs indignity would it be for God to 
have no court at all than to be inſulted by his cour- 
tiers. But, what will become of the poor ſouls? 
Poor ſouls indeed! Souls, rather devils, ſay I, and 
elder bfothers of Lucifer, who dare thus attack the 
living Go, in the only places he has choſen u 
earth for an aſylum againſt human impiety. Bur 
it is time to conclude, leſt a hurry of ſhould 
force me to utter what diſcretion forbids. | 

* But why do you grow warm upon it ?” There 
is no occaſion for warmth in this congregation, 
where ſo much modeſty, decency and devotion pre- 
vail, True, Chriſtians, you ſay right: There is 
no need of warmth here: The remedies to theſe 


| evils will be more uſeful. And woe to every-one 
of you who have authority to apply them, if you 


neglect to do ſo. If parents watch not over their 
children, maſters over their ſervants, and every-one 
of you over yourſelves. If I am warm on this ſub- 
jet, what is it warms me but the zeal for your 
cternal and temporal welfare, to which 

perhaps, is more oppoſit than irreverence in 
church. If we ſpeak of the Eternal, 1/aiab has 
told you, He ao ads evil in the land of bo- 
lies all not fee the glory of the Lord. And, St. 
Paul, after him, FA any one all profane the tem- 
ple of Gov, the Lord will rey him. And, St. 


Cyprian, after both, „ Deſperate is the caſe of 


him who offends his ſovereign to his face: That 
* offender is without excuſe who commits a crime 
* 1n the very ſight of his judge.” Now, what can 
we infer from all this, but that there is ſcarce any 
hope of ſalvation for fuch as diſre the ſanQu- 
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with plagues and famines, and fires and floods, and 
wars and earthquakes, and every human woe. 
Sharpen, ſharpen, he cries to his inſtruments, 

rpen the arrows, fill the guivers : For the re- 
venge of the Lord is the revenge of bis temple. 
To what, to what elſe ſhall we Aeribe the plagues, 


the frequent epidemics, burnings of towns, famines, 


wars, and other calamities, which have, in latter 
ages, laid deſolate this unhappy, faithleſs land and 
city; to what elſe, I ſay, ſo much as to the facri- 
leges committed in and againſt the Churches and 
Altars of Gop? O, that this handful of Chriſtians 
and Catholics, at leaſt, would but learn from the 
fatal effects of impiety in their anceſtors, to redou- 
ble their reſpect to thy ſanctuaries, Lord, that they 
might avert the impending ruin hanging over the 
heads of them, their countrymen and poſterity. 
Thus calls the Gop of Hoſts, in his indignation, 
on his ſervant EzEKcHIELI. Exzechiel! See*ſt thou 
the inormous abominations which the Houſe of I 
rael bas done, to force me from my ſanctuary? Yes, 
Lord, I. ſee five-and-twenty young men with their 
backs to the altar, their faces to the door, to view 
the beauties of the riſing ſun in the Eaſt, to amuſe 
themſelves, in a word, with every object but thy 
glory. That is not all, O prophet, look again, turn 
thy eyes round and tbou ſhalt ſee greater abomi na- 
tions than theſe. Yes, yes, Lord, I ſee amorous 
ſmiles, ogles, admirations ; I ſee idolatries : Every 


ercy. N 


will ask children, I toi not bear them. They will 
ask peace, plenty, riches, mercy, ſtill 7 will net 
hear them, What uncivil, ungrateful, faithlels - 
wretches, thall they prophane my ſanctuary, make 


my houſe, which' is the bouſe of prayer, 4 den "of 


thieves, and after trampling on every grace ſue for 
freth ones. No, juſtice demands that they be con- 
* K 2 | demn'd 
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demn'd to feel the effects of my fury after ſo often 
exaſperating my. patience, I therefore will adi in 
my wrath. * 1 
O, beloved Chriſtians, to charge the Almighty 
with ſeverity for chaſtiſing us for ſuch groſs and re- 
zeated irre verences would be an exceſs of impiety. 
But O, how much greater an exceſs of inſenſibility 
would it not be, after being warned of his chaſtiſe- 
ments to repeat your irreverences to him in his ve- 
ry ſanctuary. Take warning then in tie; remem- 


ber who preſides in the ſacred churches you enter 
into; and behave yourſelves accordingly. And, 
Thou, Gop of goodneſs, graciouſly liſten to us, 
who are here praying to thee. Forgive the fins of 
thy people, ſhew them the good way in which by 
may walk, and give glory to this place, by trant- 
ferring us, through the grace we here receive, to 
the glory thou has't reſerved for us in thy eternal 
tabernacles, Which I beſeech, In the name, &c. 
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St. LUKE xvii 10, 14. | 

Twe men went up into the temple to pray : the one 

a Phariſee, the other a Publican : I ſay to you, 

this man went down to his houſe juſtified more 
than he. | 

WET ſhall we ſay, Chriſtians, to the diffe- 


rent ſucceſs of theſe two mens prayer? 


prayer we all know is excellent in itſelf; and yet 


you ſee, it does not always abound with the ſame 
iruits. Here are two men of very oppoſit charac- 


ters, at one and the ſame time, offering up their 


© prayers to Gop: The one a Phariſee, a ſtrict ob- 
{ſerver of the law: No extortioner, no cheat, no 
adulterer, but liberal to others and ſevere to him- 
ſelf; in ſhort, what you would call a good ſort of 
a man: The other a Publican, that is, a public 
ſinner, one who has made it his profeſſion to live 
by uſury, oppreſſion of the poor, and public fraud, 
in a word, what you would call a common cheat. 
Now, if you were to be the judges of theſe two 
men; would you not be much more favourably in- 


clined to the former than to the latter? Not all the 


repentance of the Publican would intitle him, in 
ur eſteem, to an equal ſhare of gtace with the 


Phariſce.. No, you would cry, this Fhari ſee is an 


honourable man, a rich man, and a man who knew 
no other uſe in riches than that of doing good- And 

then how very humble is he not, with all his ex- 
cellence, ſo far from aſſuming to himſelf any vain 
glory from his good life, he gives all the praiſe of 
it to his Maker, to whom it is due: Gop l I give 
thee thanks that I am not like the reſt, of men. Shall 
ſuch a ſaint of a man then be put upon a footing 
with a ſorry creature, who, by bis own confeſſion, 
is a wicked liver, and who has nothing more to ſay 
in his juſtification than, GoD! be merciful to me a 
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ſinner ? No, ſurely it cannot be done without in- 
Juſtice. Such, beloved, ſuch would be your war 
of thinking. But, ah, my Gop! How different 
are thy thoughts from our thoughts. As the Hu 
vens are bigher than the earth, ſo are thy waz! 
higher than our ways, and thy thoughts than out 
thoughts. Soy did not only conſider this poor 
Publican in an equally advantageous light with the 
ſelf-approving Phariſee, but even gave him the pre- 
ference, and ſent him home Fuſtified more than the 
Pharifee. Ah, Chriſtians ! How ſhall we unfol 
this myſtery, this real effect of Gop's impartis! 
goodneſs wrapt in ſo much ſeeming partialit) 
O man, to all appearance, extremely religious, 
offers his petition to Gop, and that a long one too, 
and ſeemingly ſolid, and is rejected: Another, 1 
noted ſinner, proffers his prayer, and that a ſhort 
and ſeemingly empty one, and yet is heard. 0 
impartial bounty of Gov! Don't you fee yet, be- 
loved, whence: proceeds the different fucceß which 
the prayers of theſe two men met with? Prayer i 
itſelf as we! have already obſerved, is excellent. 
But, alas, what is prayer, or any other good-work, 
without an upright intention, Which is the ſoul of 
every virtue. This it was which made the repent: 
ing Pub lican's prayer ſo acteptable to Go ; 4 
the want of this uirieh rendered that of the 1555 


fee #6 fruitleſs. Have à care then, Chriſtians, 
what yo do. Ho many good actions do you lor 
all the merit ofy for want of a perfect purity of in. 
tention? And how many indifferent aQions in lie 
which a little purity of intention might render truly 
chriſtian, do you render ſinful by the corrupt 4 
tives you do them with! In fhort, the vet) * 
why you are all ſuch very imperfe& Cbriſtians . 
not, perhaps, ſo much for want of taking P * - 
be good ones, as for want of ſanQufying xi 
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pains by a purity of intention, free from all ſiniſter 
or mean motives. You will probably be fully 
convinced of this at the concluſion of this diſcourſe, 
in which I propoſe to ſhew you. 


I. In what this perfect purity of intention con- 
ſiſts: And, 

II. How neceſſary it is to render your actions ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of Gop. 


« O Fountain of all purity, our Saviour Chriſt, 
e accept this act of ours, in which we all too unite 
&© to ſeek and follow thee: O grant in this, and 


— 
* 


« may be quite clean, and all our works be pleaſ- 
ing in thy ſight.” 


* 


I. It is to very little purpoſe for us to acknow- 


| ledge the being of Gop, and the power of his 


Chriſt, unleſs we act with a religious, intire depen- 
dence upon them. To believe in Chriſt will avail 
us but little, and in vain are we Chriſtians, unleſs, 
in conſequence of what we believe, we practiſe all 
thoſe virtues which Chriſt taught us. Now, the 
bare, external praQtice of thoſe works which our 
divine Maſter has enjoin'd us by word and ex- 
ample,. is not ſufficient to make them chriſtian vir- 
tues, and, therefore, though we ſhould do all he 
did, and all he bid us do, if we do not do it with a 
true ſpirit we may, not only be void of all virtue, 
grace and merit, but even be full of. imperfection 
and vice. Who could be a more ſtrict obſerver of 
the law than our Phariſee ? And yet, all his reli- 
gious obſervance was not ſufficient to render him a 
religious man in the ſight of God ; nor to make his 
prayer, though a good action in itſelf, acceptable to 

ob, who regards not the actions we do, ſo much 
as the motive with which we do them. He pray'd, 


but pray'd from a principle of vain-glory : His 


prayer was long, but his intention was not good, 
and therefore was he diſmiſſed, by the Almighty, leſs 
Juſtified than he whoſe prayer was ſhort, but whoſe 
Intention was fore and flowing from a heart bent 
upon Gop. ' Not all who cry to me, Lord, Lord, 
ſays our bleſſed Redeemer, ſhall enter into the king- 


' dom of heaven, but ſuch only as do the will of ny 


1 Heaven. * 
Hence, beloved, you ſee that even prayer tholug 
one of the firſt 4hd great duties of 4 Chriſtian, 10 


in itſelf extremely grateful to God, loſes all it's 


efficacy, without it Be purified with a perfect com- 
pliance with Gop's will And how Ss you be Haid 
to do the will of Gop in any thing you do, if the 
principal ingredient of your a&ions be wanting 
which is a pure and upright intention? 

Now, this purity of intention conſiſts in nothing 
ather than an ardent deſire of fulfilling the will of 


. 


every other future action of our lives, our hearts 


Go in all we do, without the leaſt diſpoſition to- 
wards gratifying our own paſſions or appetites, at 
the risk of diſhonouring or diſpleaſing him. In 
ſhort, it is the emotion of a heart which ſeeks Gop 
in all things, is directed by his will, and wiſhes no- 
thing but with reference to his bleſſed pleaſure. 
But, O my Saviour! How often does this perverſe, 
deluſive and ſinful imagination of ours, lead us into 
actions quite oppoſit to thy glory, under a vain pre- 
text of ſeeking it ! How on do we pretend to fol- 
low thee at the very time we are running the wideſt 
from thee! And how often do we falſly flatter our- 
ſelves, that thou art our guide while we are actu- 
ally in rebellion againſt thee ! 

Go but to chapel, a few weeks ſucceſſively, and 
how many perſons ſhall you not find whoſe faces, 
with often ſeeing them, grow familiar to you: You 
are as ſure to find them at their hour and place as 
the rica at the altar; and many of them in full as 
conſpicuous a light. What a glorious example of 
piety would not theſe be to others, and what trea- 
ſures of grace might they not heap to themſelves, 
from ſuch a religious aſſiduity, if«their intention was 
the pure love of Gop's worſhip? But, ah, how 
many of them are led to public prayers by cuſtom, 
caprice or-indolence, without any religious motive 
at all, if not with a very corrupt. one ! Some go for 
amuſement, and to paſs away an hour; ſome to 
ſhew their perſon and dreſs; others to Make ob- 
ſervations on thoſe of their acquaintance. In ſhort, 
many go to ſee and cenſure all who come there, and 
many to be ſeen and to gain applauſe. Is it Chriſt 


then who draws ſuch perſons to church? Ah, ra- 


ther is it greatly to be feared that Chriſt has the 
leaſt, if any, ſhare in their coming there. But, 
beware yourſelf of Judging raſhly, you'll cry, per- 
haps, well, I will ſo. Let me then ask you, Chriſ- 
tians, you, who go ſo often to public prayers, how 
comes it that you are not better Chriſtians than ma- 
ny of thoſe who go leſs. If the honour of Gop is 
your only intention in going there, why ſhould one 
little punctilio of dreſs ſuffice to keep you away 
ſometimes? How dare you approach to the altar in 
a pet againſt your neighbour, and return thence- 
without the leaſt diſpoſition towards a reconcilia- 
tion? And how comes it, while you are there, you 
behave fo indevoutly; make ſo many uncharitable 


remarks; are ſo bigotted to the moſt conſpicuous 


places; fo peeviſh to all about you, if you are 


crouded; and, if you have room, are ſo taken up 
with making and returning bows and curtſies. Are 


you never deſirous of drawing the eyes of the con- 
gregation from Gop to fix them on your perſons, 
our dreſſes, or your extraordinary behaviour ” 
hy then do you take ſo much pains to deck your- 
ſelves ſo ſprucely, or to put on ſo many affected airs. 


and graces, And, O, my Lerd, how —— 


T0. 
the leaft noiſe, the leaſt ſtir draw the ears, the eyes 
and the hearts of. all here, from thy Majeſty in the 
tabernacle to attend to the moſt impertinent ob- 
jets! And can you then, beloved, flatter yourſelves 
from ſuch behaviour at church, that you are led 
thither by the pure intention of honouring Gop ? 
No, farely your intention muſt be to ſerve ſome 
meaner end. Or, at leaſt, your motive of ſerving 
Gop muſt be very ſtrongly allay'd with earthly 
views. And yet, if Gob be not your fole end in 
going there, how much better would it not be for 
you to ſtay away than to profane Gop's ſanctuary, 
by making it little better than a den of thieves. 


Hear what your angry Lord ſays, to all ſuch as pre- 


fume to approach that holy place with an unclean 
heart and ſiniſter intention. © Bring no more vain 
oblations, incenſe is an abomination to me, the 
te calling of your aſſemblies I cannot away with, it 
is iniquity even in the ſolemn meeting. , 
& therefore, when you ſpread forth your hands I 
© will hide my eyes from you: Nay, when you 
* make many prayers I will not hear you.” 
What then, is it unlawful to go to church often? 
Ves, with a ſiniſter intention it is a crime to go at 
all. But to go with a pure intention, with an up- 
right, clean heart, intent only upon doing honour 
to Gop, is a duty, an eſſential duty; and you can- 
not go too often. The Almighty juſtly expects you 
ſhould join with the reſt of your fellow - creatures in 
returning him public thanks, for the infinit favours 
ou have received and daily do receive from him. 
t then he expects that your worſhip ſhould be the 
worſhip of the heart. My ſon, ſays he, give me 
your beart. Let your heart be wholly intent upon 
me; and when you ſerve me make not my honour 


the cloak or the tool of any earthly, vicious purpoſe. - 


Ah, Chriſtians! this is the chief ingredient which 
can render your actions truly acceptable in the ſight 
of Gop. Let no mean, earthly views then deſtroy 
the merit of your religious works, and render them 
abominable in the eyes of him, and who, as Ft. 
« Aug 


skeletons, give all you have in alms-deeds, they will 
profit you nothing; they will only gain you Gov's 
eternal diſpleaſure, if inſtead of doing them for his ho- 
nour and glory, you baſely ſeek glory, or intereſt, 
or applauſe 40 yourſelves. In a word, your beſt and 
moſt laudable actions, thoſe very actions, which, 
through the merits of Chriſt, would be able to lift 
vou to an etemal crown of glory, if you would but 
ſanctify them with a pure intention of ſerving God, 
ſhall, on the contrary, be of no manner of Fruit to 
you if you neglect to make uſe of this intention; 
and ſhall be the means of perdition to you, if your 
motive be vicious. On the other fide your moſt 

indifferent actions in life, - ſuch as your cating, 


uſtin ſays, regards not what you-do, but with 
*- what intention you do it.” Faſt yourfelves to 
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drinking, ſleeping, moving and breathing, might 
all become fruitful means of eternal life, if you 
would but ſtudy to make them ſuch, by offering 
them up with a clean heart, free from ſelfiſh, earth- 
ly motives, to the honour of the divine Majeſty, 
And what would it coſt you more to add this holy 
intention to your actions than to do them without 
it. Ah, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians, be wiſe then, 


and loſe not the immenſe treaſures of eternal reward; 


which you might heap to yourſelves, by offering 
up to Gop that heart which you received from him, 
and doing all you do for his fake, who has done ſo 
much fer yours. F thy beart be wiſe, ſays the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt in the PROvEeRBs, my beart ama rejoice, 
even mine. If Gop then, whoſe happineſs w 
ways depends upon yours, who, from all eternity 
RY unalterably bleſſed, whether you live or 
die, is ſtill ſo gracious to declare to you, that 1 
heart wiſely directed to and guided by his will ſhall 
make him rejoice, can you be fo perverſe to your 
divine Benefactor, Father and Friend, as to reful 
him that heart. No, ſurely you cannot. Every 
brute beaſt would cry out ſhame on your ingrat- 
tude: Nay, the very ſtones in the ſtreets ſhould te- 


' proach you of your folly. Why were you created, 


and why do you live, but that by pleaſing Gov in 
this life, you may be raiſed to the enjoyment of 
him forever in the next? And, how can you expe 
that any of your actions ſhould be pleaſing to kin 
which are done out of any other motive than that 
of pleaſing him? Do you not ſee then the abſolute 
neceſſity of purifying your actions, with a good 
intention, in order to make chriſtian virtues 0 


them? Have patience then a little longer, and I 
make it viſible to you. 


II. It is very juſtly that the Fathers of tht 
Church compare a good intention to gold, whict 
you a luſtre to every thing it is applied to. Na, 
ome of them have compared it to the rod of M. 
das, which, according to the fabulous accounts of 
the Heathens, converted ever thing into gold which 
it did but touch, Ah, Chriſtians! without any fr 
ble or fiction, ſuch is the nature of a pious intens 
tion, it renders every the moſt inſignificant action 
of life, to which it is applied, an act of piety. Na), 
the moſt unwarrantable actions, if they are dont 
hrough invincible ignorance with a good 1ntent'0”» 

come equally meritorious with a * 

hereas, on the contrary, the beſt of our deeds 
degenerate into downright vices if our intention 
evil. And why ſo, but becauſe a bad intent” 
like a peſt or a canker-worm, corrodes and cor 
rupts all before it. | 


In fac, we fee that Gop, without regard tu be 


actions we do, conſiders only our motive in 2 
* [rov., xxili. 15. * 
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and even takes the will for the very action. David, 
forgetting how much his hands had been dipt in 
blood, was deſirous of building a temple to Cop. 
But Gop, wha delights not in blood, would not 
accept of the work, and yet, in conſideration of the 
piety of his heart, he vouchſafed to be pleaſed with 
the offering, and commended his deſign, as we read 
in the ſeventh chapter of the ſecond book of Kings. 
For, © Gop, as St. Gregory obſerves, looks not 
© to our abilities, but to our intention: He weighs 
* the deſign and not the action; and, therefore, 
* whateyer you deſign to do, that he imputes to 
« you as if you already had done it,” whether 
good or bad. Hence our divine Saviour tells us, 
| that be who barely looks at @ woman to luſt after 
ber, has already committed adultery in his beart. 
And hence, on the contrary, does the ſame divine 
| Lord prefer the two mites of the paor widow, 
thrown into the treaſury in the temple, to all the 
large ſums which others threw in. Becauſe, ſays 
Ft. Ferom, the Lord regards not the 1 ich 
| © are offer'd, but the will of thoſe who offer 
* them.” 

It is for this very reaſon, that your heavenly 
Maſter commands you in the ſixth of St. Matthew 
to pray, to faſt, to give alms, not with the empty, 
vicious motive of pleaſing men, but, with the pure, 
the upright intention of ſerving Gop, who ee'th 
in ſecret, and rewards every-one according to the 
motives they act upon. : : 

Three ſorts of people follow'd Chriſt, and liſten'd 
| to his ſacred diſcourſes. And all with different views. 
Some follow him to carp at his words: And theſe, 
inſtead of the fruits of grace, reap'd perdition from 
their attention, though good in itſelf. Some were 
led after him out of idle curioſity, or to be fed with 
his loaves and his fiſhes, and theſe, if they did not 
render their purſuit of him ſinful, which is very 
much to be queſtion'd, at leaſt, they loſt all the 
ſpiritual reward, of following Chriſt, for want of a 
pure and holy motive in doing ſo. Others, how- 
ever, had ſenſe enough to follow him for the ſake 
of his divine doctrins, and they happily render'd 
meritorious that very action, which was uſeleſs to 
ſome and deftruQuve to others. So very true is it, 
that the motive is what gives life, or death, to all 
you do. And, ſo plainly does a good, bad, or in- 
r 

u akings, either virt imi 
fruitleſs in the acht of Gov. err GR, os 

The king of the Fews, and the three : 


narchs were equally bent upon viſitin iſt i 
Betbiebem? But, 1 their aero — 
o, ah, no. Herod's viſit breath'd murder and 
deicide, while the holy kings of the Eaſt meditated 
nothing but homage and adoration. No wonder 


that the divine babe, who knew the hearts of 


aftern mo- 
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all, ſhould wait the coming of theſe, in a homely 
ſtable, to blefs them with his heavenly aſpect, and 
take a long laborious journey to fly the treacherous 
approaches of the other. David, the unhappy Da-- 
vid, miferably enſlaved by the wantonnefs of Beth- 
ſheba, ſent for Urias, from the camp, that he might 
reſt himſelf a-while in his own houſe. What 
a deal of ſeeming charity was here | But, ah, Chriſ- 
tians! Was not this charity like the treacherous 
kindneſs which you often practiſe to your neigh- 
bours ? Yes, the event proved it ſo. Gov faw the 
vicious purpoſe of the king's heart, and therefore, 
deſpifing the external benevolence of the action, 
withdrew his grace from him, and fuffered him to 
fall into murder. Not all the pains you take, O 
women of the world, to ſet yourfelves off, could 
exceed the induſtry of Fudith to adorn herſelf, and 
to add all the luſtre of dreſs to the native graces 
which Gop had given her ; but was pride, or wan- 
tonneſs any part of her motive? Had ſhe, in doin 
thus, any ſhare of that vanity which makes you s 
ſtudious to trick yourſelves out, ſo induſtrious to 
inflame the paſſions of men, and ſo affiduous to 
ſteal from Gop the hearts, affections and adora- 
tions, which ought to be fix'd wholly on him? 
No. Her view was only to ſave her country,. and 
give glory to Gop. And therefore, Gov, who te- 
gards not actions but the intention they are done 
with, gave a dleſſing to her undertaking, added 
charms to her perſon, and made her the glorious 
deliverer of her country. | 
The royal prophet David, whom I have ſo of- 
ten mention'd, repented of his crimes, ask'd par- 
don of Gop, and, with humble contrition, cried 
out, Peccavi Domino, I have finn'd againſt the 
Lord. And Gop, who will not the death of a fin- 


ner, but rather that be be converted and live, ſee- 


ing the ſincerity of his converſion, and knowing 


the upright purity of his intention, forgave him, 
and received him again into his grace. Ah, why 
then was not Judas, miſerable Fudas,. admitted to 
the ſame favour ? Was it the heinouſneſs of his of-- 
fence which put him out of. the reach of Gop's- 
mercy. No, no, beloved, there is no crime ſo 
t, which man can commit, but Gos ean and: 
is ready to forgive, if it be but repented of with a 
pure and ſincere heart. Put away the evil of yeur 
doings from before my eyes, ſays the Lord, by the 
mouth of his prophet, Is AA, and tbe? your fins be 
as ſcarlet, they ſball be as white as ſnow. * 
repented, it is true, nay, he made reſtitution of the 
money he had taken to betray his Lord. But, chat 
was not the chief evil of. his doings ; he made not 
reſtitution of his heart to Gop, which had been: 
baſely alienated from him for ſordid luere. He ſtill- 
retain'd the corrupt intention of his will. He te- 


pented not ſo much of having ſold Chriſt. to his ene · 
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mies, as of having done it for ſo trivial a ſum. Gop 
ſaw the foulneis of his- heart, and, therefore, re- 
jected his repentance, and gave him up to deſpair. 
But, O, my God! Where was the crime ot Ju- 
das in giving up thy heavenly ſon, Jxsus, to death? 
Was he any more than an under inſtrument of thy 
bleſſed, eternal purpoſe? Did'ſt not thou, from all 
eternity, decree he ſhould die for our redemption? 
What more then did Judas, than fulfill thy heaven- 
ly will? Was it a crime then in him to be inſtru- 
mental in compleating thy divine pleaſure ? No, 
Chriſtians, No. The ſin cf Judas lay not in his 
being acceſſory to the death of Chriſt, but in the 
wicked motive which made him ſo. We are not 
“ to mind, ſays St. Auguſtin, what a man does, but 
« what intention and will he does it with. In the 
c ſame fact, we find the eternal Father concern'd, 
e in which Judas was engaged. And yet, while 
„. we bleſs and praiſe Gop the FaTHER, we de- 
© teſt Judas for it. Both had a hand in giving 
% Chriſt up to death, but from different principles. 
“Go the FATHER was moved to it by his infi- 
& nit charity, Fudas, by infamous treachery. Thus 
* capable is a diverfity of intention of diverſify- 
ing the very ſame adtions.” Thus, ſays St. Au- 
guſtin. You ſee then, beloved, how great a ſhare 
in the merit, or demerit of your actions, your in- 
tention will bear. That which in Gop was an in- 
effable effect of bounty, the corrupt intention of Fu- 
das rendered an execrable effect of baſeneſs. 
Ah, Chriſtians ! Chriſtians ! be watchful then 
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over yourſelves, Suffer not any ſiniſter intention to 
render your actions odious in the ſight of Gon 
Loſe not the bleflings and graces you may re ; 
from every the moſt-indifferent a& of your 1 
for want of ſanctifying it with a holy motive. Di. 
rect your hearts to Gop, and offer u all your 
works, your words, and even your med thoughts 
chiefly to his glory, and let no little, empty ſervile 
purpoles rob you of the merit of them, If your 
bearts be wi e, my beart ſhall rejoice even mine 
ſays your gracious Go». Give Gop then the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you place your pleaſure in ſerving him. 
That you may, one day, reap the ſubſtantial plea- 
ſure of being rewarded by him. And by this mears 
alone can you hope for any reward.“ Whatever 
„ you do, without a good intention, will proft 
„ you nothing, ſays St. Auguſtin; for not waa 
„ you do, but why you do it, will be imputed to 
„ you, by Gop.” “ Such will your work be in 
his fight, ” ſays St. Jfidor, © as your motive 
is. Whenever, therefore, you are tempted by 
= an evil, or fruitleſs intention, reject it immcd- 
; ately, reſiſt it in it's infancy ; yield not to the cor- 
. ruption of your wavering ill-diſpoſed thoughts, 
© but by a contrary act, lift up your Hoarts to, 
and ſanctify your intention to him,” If you Co 
this, beloved, your actions will abound with merit 
and grace in this life, and diſpoſe you fer the eter- 
nal rewards of the next. Which I beſeech, G. 
In the name, &c. 
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St. MARK vii. 37, 36. 
Jzsvs bath done all things well: He bath made 
both the deaf to bear, and the dumb to ſpeak. 
And be commanded them not to tell any body. 


I Have often wonder'd, beloved, how Chriſtians, 
Catholic Chriſtians, who, of all people, are 
moſt intent upon recollecting the life of Chriſt, are 

. ſo much more zealous to admire than imitate his 
- bleſſed example. But, ah ! All our ſurpriſe muſt 
- ceaſe, if we reflect on the extreme weakneſs of hu- 
man nature; ſo apt to be carried away by what- 
ever ſtrikes their ſenſes, and to overlook the ſub- 
| Nance for the ſhadow: Miraculous cure upon a 


man Who was deaf and dumb, and how laviſh are 
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the gaping ſpectators of their acclamations of praile 
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He hath done all things well they cry: H- hat 
made both the deaf to bear, and the dumb 10 peas. 
And, tho Jzsvs himſelf had laid bis commars 
apo them not to tell any body, ſo full were they 
of the greatneſs of the action, that, the mol 

commanded them, ſo much the more, 4 great 4% 
ſays the evangeliſt, did they publiſh it. Ore wn 
imagin, from hence, that Chriſt had never wrou? 
a miracle before; or they would have been 1 
aſtoniſh'd at this. Whereas it is very well knot : 
to every-one, who is a little converſant in mo 
life, that he had wrought many, and much 5. . 
ones. To the cure of this man he applied the 


dicinal aſſiſtance of ſpittle. And, yet be be * 


one of a leproſy, another of a fever, by the ſingle 


power of his will. He had chaſed the devil out of 
multitudes, by his word. He had free d the Gentil 
woman, of a twelve years inveterate diſeaſe, by the 
ſingle touch of his garment, and raiſed the ruler's 
daughter from death, by his ſole command. And 
all theſe miracles, notwithſtanding his having com- 


manded them to be kept ſecret, were ſo blazed - 


abroad, that he could not come into the city, for 
the multitudes which gather'd from all parts, to 
reap the benefit of his miraculous power; but was 
forced to keep in deſert places, and, yet would 
they find him out, and, yet would they come to 
him, from all parts. It is plain then, when our Sa- 
viour wrought the miracle, regiſter'd in this day's 
Goſpel, it was no new thing to ſee him work won- 
ders, and much greater ones, to outward appea- 
rance. Where then was the room for all theſe ac- 
clamations? It was a very extraordinary cure, 
you'll ſay, and ſomething out of the common 
courſe r nature, Very true, it was ſo. But what 
then? Were not all the miracles he wrought equall 
ſo? Why then ſhould they wonder at what they ſo 
often ſaw? Or, if they admired the greatneſs of 
his power, why did they give no attention to the 
more admirable humility, with which he accom- 
2 the glorious works of his omnipotence? Ah ! 
he reaſon is but too plain. They were outſide 
ſpeQators of Chriſt's actions, mere ſuperficial ad- 
mirers of him: In a word, Such admirers of him 
as too many of you are, Chriſtians, who ſtudy, in- 
deed, the Life of Chriſt; but, alas, to how little 
purpoſe! For, what greater benefit do you rea 
from the life and actions of Chriſt, which you ſo 
often read, or hear read, than theſe Jeu did, 
who were eye-witneſſes to them? Like them, you. 
can admire and applaud the miraculous works of 
your Saviour, but what one of his virtues do you 
endeavour to imitate? But your admiration and 
22 are like theirs, the mere effects of ſenſu- 
ality ; otherwiſe, while you attend to ſuch of his. 
actions, as ſtrike your imagination and ſenſes, you 
would not overlook thoſe, which ought to "ha 
your hearts and your underſtanding. Did you but. 
attend to the hiſtory of Chriſt's ſacred life, more 


. with a deſire of copying after him, than of gratify- 


ing an idle aw you would not be more atten- 
tiye to the ext works, which his goodneſs was. 
eaſed to effect, than to the internal virtue with 
which he ſought to conceal them. In ſhort, at the 

e time as you found his power ſo worthy of ad- 
mation, you would think his humility as worthy 
your imitation. And, ah, my Saviour Why elle 
did'ſt thou ſet us this illuſtrious example, but that 
we might follow it ! Why was't thou ſo deſirous of 
concealing thy wonderous works? Thou, ſurely, 


wry * 0 to ſuggeſtions of vanity? Thy 
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hypoſtatical Innocence placed thee at an infinit diſ- 
tance above the reach of pride. And the emp 
praiſes of men were too invitly beneath thy exal- 
ted nature to be able to afford thee any vain-glori- 
ous pleaſure. Why, then, O why, dear Lord, 
was't thou ſo induſtrious to conceal the glory of 
thy wondrous actions from public apptauſe? Ah! 
Beloved, the reaſon is plain, it was to ſet you an 
example of that humility, with which you ought 
to accompany all your actions. 

Hence I gather three irrefragable truths, that 
humility is the foundation of all Chriſtian virtues, 
that it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to every Chriſtian, 
and that it is productive of every means tending to 
ſalvation. That, therefore, you may go away as 
convinced of theſe truths as I already am, I ſhall 
undertake to ſhew, 


I. In what Chriſtian humility conſiſts. 
* impoſſible it is to be ſaved without it: 
nd 
III. How difficult it is to be damn'd with it. 
Thus you will ſee the nature of this divine 
virtue, the neceſſity of it, and the advantages 

it brings with it. 


* But ah, dear Saviour] Shew it thou to theſe 
* thy loved Diſciples. Give them to ſee the bean- 
ties of this thy favorit practice, that treading or 
© thy ſteps on earth, by humbling themſelves for 
„ thee, they may, one day, deſerve to be exalted: 
© by thee. 


I. The nature and eſſence of humility conſiſt im 
an abſolute ſelf-depreſſion, not merely external, hut 
internal, and from the heart. A man may be ex- 
tremely depreſt, and cringing even to his inferiors,, 
without the leaſt degree of virtue or humility. A4 
nijab, a favorit ſon of David, was, by many years 
elder than SoJomen, and, had birth-right taken 
place, he would have been His ſovereign too: Yet,. 
how did he-cringe to his younger brother, when 
this took poſſeſſion of the throne? With ſo much 
meanneſs, that a ſlave could not have exceeded 
him. But was it e & No: He had already 
done his endeavours to fix that crown upon his: 
own head, which he wanted the merit to adorn, 
and the foul to maintain. But no ſboner was his- 
brother, Solomon, fet up in competition with Him, 
than he as meanly ſubmitted himſelf a vaſſal, as he 
had arrogantly raifed himſelf'a' monarch: It was 
puſillanimity then, and meanneſs, not humility” 
which made him fo abject a ſubject to His royaB 
brother, as he was during the reſt of his life. How” 
did Mart Antony debaſe- himſelf. to the wantom 
Cleopatra! Was it then humility which made him 
turn his back on the conqueſt of the world to ram 
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after her fears? no, it was luſt, errant luſt, which made 
him prefer univerſal contempt to the falſe glory he had 


ſo much ambition for. His ſelf-depreſſion and 


meanneſs was vice, all over vice. But what humi- 
lity could be expected from ſuch Wretches who 
knew not Chriſt, nor thought on Gov. Humility 
was firſt raiſed into a virtue by Chriſt, and he him- 
ſelf was the firſt, and firſt and glorious example of 
it. For, what were all the humiliations of the 
very Patriarchs and prophets, but faint, imperfect 
ſketches of that compleat humility they propheſied, 
d foreſaw the practice of, in him. ö 
Ixs us, the Lord of all, conſider'd at what a diſ- 
tance pride had placed mankind from Gop; and, 
therefore, purpoſely deſcended to teach them, by 
his divine example, to riſe, by means of the oppoſit 
virtue, humility, as high as they had fallen from. 
And to effect this gracious purpoſe, the very firſt 
ſtep he took, was an ineffable act of the moſt per- 
fe& humility which could be practiced. For as St. 
Paul obſerves to the PIII IAS, he, who when 
be was in the form of Gov, thought it no robbery 
to be himſelf, equal to Gop, exinanited bimſelf, 
taking the - form of a ſervant, made into the ſimili- 
tude of men, and in ſhape found as man. It 
was on this ſame plan he built all his life and con- 
verſation, humbling bimſelf, as the ſame Apoſtle 
bears witneſs, made obedient unto death even the 
death of the Croſs. Worldly honours were his con- 
ſtant averſion, worldly contempt was his perpetual 
purſuit. When the Jews ſought to make him 
their king, he fled from them into the mountains: 


When they ſought him to condemn him to an ig- 


nominious death as a criminal, he went. out to 


meet them. When he was transfigured by the glo- 
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ry of his God-head, before his eternal father, on 
the mount, he took with him three witneſſes only, 
and thoſe: he bound to Secrecy: Tell no body the 


' wiſton till the fon of man be riſen from the dead. 


But, when he ſigh'd, when he groan'd, when he 
wept, or was ſubject to any other human infirmi- 
ties, he took care to make them public, and requi- 
red no ſecrecy. Even all his 982 in his paſ- 
ſion, and on 15 Croſs, ſo much as the being left by 
his divine father to the weakneſs of his humanity, 
he took care to make known to the whole world. 


When he pray d, when he faſted, it was all in re- 


tirement: Humility was the only virtue he took 


24 any pains to point out in bimſelf. Thoſe very mi- 


racles, which his exceſs of charity, wrought to re- 
lieve the diſtreſt, and to confirm his authority, be 
commanded the ſtanders by, as my text ſays, not to 
rl to any body. But, ah! Why, dear Lord, was't 


thou not equally ſollicitous to conceal thy humility? 
Why, why«did'ſt thou take ſo much pains to — 


i} Why did'ſt thou ſay to thy diſciples, /rarn of 
| : Phil. ii. 6. 7. f h 
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me, for I am meek and bumble at beart ? And when 
thou did'ſt graciouſly ſtoop to the lowly office of 
waſhing their feet, why did'ſt thou uſe ſo much 
eloquent induſtry to point out thy ſelf-humiliation 
in a pathetic harangue ? Ah, loving Saviour ! Why 
do Lask thee, after the ſubſtantial reaſon thou has't 
given us? I have given you an example, ſays Chriſt 
that as ] have done, ſo you alſs may do. O infinit 
wiſdom and goodneſs of Jtsus! The reſt of his 
actions and virtues he ſought to conceal, becauſe 
the chief object of his practice was humility. This 
he labour'd to publiſh, becauſe humility was the 
chief end of his miſſion. For to this end alone did 
he deſcend from Heaven to lead you, O man, by 
the practice of a perfect humility, to that kingdom 
ot bliſs which you had baſely forfeited, by an ex- 
ceſs of pride and arrogance. How then can you be 
poſſeſt of any virtue, without following him in this, 
or, how can any virtue of yours be Chriſtian where 
this is wanting ? £ 

The gloſſary, upon the third chapter of St. Mat- 
thew, very judiciouſly diſtinguiſhes three different 
degrees of humility, the ſufficient, the abounding, 
and the perfect. What is underſtood by ſufficient 
humility, is the paying a due ſufficient ſubmiſſion 
to ſuperiors, and not aſſuming any preference to 


* equals, In this, beloved, your bleſſed Redeemer 


ſets you a very eminent example, how readily and 
chearfully does he, not as man, acknowledge the 
ſuperiority of his eternal father: The Father, fays 
he, is greater than I. And as man, how far is he from 
claiming any aſcendent over the ſpecies ! His very 


diſciples he calls his friends, nay, his brethren. He 


eats, he converſes, and lives in common with the 
pooreſt of men. And, almoſt, on every occaſion, 
where he ſpeaks of himſelf, contents himſelf with 
the familiar equalizing title of, The ſon of man: 
Ah, Chriſtians, Chriſtians! If I may, with any 
conſiſtency, call you ſuch, how few, how ve 

few of you, can be brought to take even this fr 

ſhort ſtep towards the imitation of your humble 
Lord! How ready are not you to fly in the face 0 
your parents, your maſters, vour directors and 
lawful ſuperiors? How watchful to catch at eve!) 
little advantage, every opportunity, to Lord it ove 


. Your equals? Can you then deſerve the name 0 
Chriſtians? No, beloved, no; while your practice 


is ſuch, Mabometans have as good a title as you lo 
boaſt themſelves Chriſtians. Either then change 
your manners, and be humble, as becomes the di- 
ciples of Chriſt, or change your name, and ceaſe 
to own him as your maſter. In a word, be — 
ſiſtent in your profeſſion and practice, conſiſten 
Chriſtians, or conſiſtent infidels. ENVY 
The next degree of humility is the ſeeking * 
jection to equals, and claiming no preference 1 
inferiors. And in this, dear brethren, how 05 6 
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ous an example has not your heavenly maſter ſet 

u? As Gop, from all eternity, he had no equals, 
but the eternal Father and the Holy-Ghoſt, and in 
compliance with the juſtice of the one, and the 
charity of the other, he graciouſly ſubmitted for 

our redemption to take fleſh, and thus become, 
in his human nature, ſubje& to both. And tho', 
as man, the proudeſt of princes were, in reality, 
inferior to him, yet, what preference did he claim 
to any? Born in an humble ſtable, he choſe to re- 
ſide for thirty years in an humble hovel, and to eat 
his bread at the ſweat of his ſacred brow; the re- 
mainder of his life he enjoy*d not the common pri- 
vileges of other men, no, nor the common com- 
forts of common brutes. Foxes bave their boles, 
birds have their neſls, but the humble ſon of man bad 
not where to repoſe bis bead: His converſation was 
with the poor and the lowly, He ſubmitted to be 
fed, to be treated, to be approached, to be inſulted, 


to b2 tried, and even to be condemn'd to death, by 


thoſe who were infinitiy beneath him. He was 
never known to deſpiſe the meaneſt of creatures; 
but he was known to give the preference, even 
where his life was at ſtake, to a low, infamous, 
murderer ; and the only inſtance, in which he ever 


took the aſcendent of any, was on his Croſs, where 


he vouchſafed to be exalted above two thieves, as 
if he had been the greater criminal. And all this 


for the ſake of practiſin humility, that he might 


ſet you an example of this, his favourit virtue. 
Ah, beloved, can you then be . Chriſtians, can 
you then be diſciples of this heavenly maſter, while 
your actions are 1 oppoſit to his? Who can prevail 
upon you to make the leaſt ſubmiſſion to your 
equals, where they are the leaſt in the wrong; 
When the example and precepts of Chriſt cannot 
induce you to make the leaſt advances towards a 
right underſtanding with them, even, where the 
wrong is on your ſide, or to give up one little puncti- 
lio, any one privilege you dare to arrogate? And 
how haughtily, how inſolently, how cruelly do 
you not aſſert every little prerogative you can uſurp 
over your dependants! How proud and- pleaſed, 
nay, how induſtrious are you not to ſetze every lit- 
tle, favourable. occaſion to trample on your ſervants, 
on the poor, and on al} beneath you, as if they 
were not of the ſame ſpecies. Can you then be 


diſciples of Chriſt? No: Canibals have a fairer 


title to call themſelves his followers than you. Their 
humility exceeds —_— They-proceed upon a fai- 
rer footing, and claim no other aſcendant over 
each other, than that which you claim: The 

claim in a word, no other privilege than that of 
cruſhing all they conquer ; but then, it is 'on the 
more honeſt condition of being devour'd, if con- 
quer'd. Ah!] Chriſtians, if you think there is any 
ady antage in being ſuch, commence Chriſtians in- 
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deed; and learn of your divine maſter to be hum- 
ble. Learn to treat your fellou- creatures, whom 
circumſtance has placed beneath you, with human- 
ity; treat them like your fellow-creatures; treat 
them with the ſame tenderneſs and compaſſion you 
would expect if in their ſtation. Otherwiſe, even 
deny the name of Chriſt, and be canibals in ear- 
neſt ; teize not, worry not your inferiors to death 
by flow degrees, as the enemies of Chriſt ſerved 
ſome of his martyrs, ſcourging them to death, 
by the hands of young children; but glut your cruel 
pride with a haſty meal and devour them at 
Once, | 

But, why do talk thus? I am now preaching, 
I hope, to real Chriſtians, perſons better acquainted 
with their duty than to fall into ſuch cruel arro- 
gance. Yes, beloved, I have too good an opinion: 
of you, not to hope you are better diſpoſed. You 
ſurely have already learn't of Chriſt to be obedient 
to your _— and tractably ſubmiſſive even to 
your equals. You ſurely know and practice that 
tender complacency due to the frailty of thoſe. 
whom, if circumſtance has placed below you, 
the precious blood of Chriſt has made your equals. 

But, ah, Chriſtians! What is all this to the 
humility which your divine Lord has ſet you an 
example of. There is another degree, another 
ſtep to aſcend, to be like him, that is a perfect 
bumility. 

Perfect bumility, as the gloſſary tells us, conſiſts 
in a voluntary ſubiuiſſion, at heart, to inferiors, in 
which the perfection of juſtice is placed. beloved, 
however, be not frighted thro? over delicacy, trem- 
ble not for your prerogatives. This does not import, 
that the parent is to be ſubject to the child, the 
maſter is to give his power to the fervant, or the 
teacher to ſubmit his authority to his pupils. That 
would be inverting-all order. All it requires then 
is, that you be ready to perform the lowlieſt offices 
for the meaneſt of your fellow-creatures, when 
their neceſſities call for your aſſiſtance, that you 
not only forbear to iltreat or deſpiſe them, but 
even endeavour, from your hearts, to love and che- 
riſh them, and think them more precious, more- 
deſerving in the eyes of Gop. All this is perfectly 
conſiſtent with that power and authority over your” 
children, ſervants, and pupils, which order and de- 
cency obliges you to maintain. Chrift himſelf 


exerted" his authority over his diſciples, took. 
place of them, ſent them on his errands, employ-- 


ed them in fiſhing for him, and ſent them, to- 
prepare his laſt _— for him. Vet, that ſame: 
divine Lord thought it no derogation from his au- 


thority to prepare them, and four thouſand more, 


a dinner in the deſert. And, when he thought it 
neceſſary, he even humbled himſelf to the lowly 


office 0 vaſhing their feet. Ab! why, Chriſtians, 
. 


why, 
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why all this, but for the ineffable reaſon he, himſelf, 
gives you? Know you what I bave done, ſays Chriſt. 
You call me maſter and Lord: And you ſay well, for 
Tam ſo. If then I, being Lord and maſter have 
waſbid your feet; you ought to waſh one-another's 
feet, even when you are maſters. For I bave given 
you an example, that as I bave done, ſo you alſo may 
do. So very true is it that the perfection of humi- 
lity conſiſts in an intire cordial ſelf-depreſſion even 
to inferiors. And ſo very plain is it, that you can 
never. be - perfe& Chriſtians, perfe& imitators 
of Chriſt, without you practice to the utmoſt of 
your power this divine virtue. The next thing 
then, which remains for me to do is to ſhew 


Jeu; 


II. How impoſſible it is for Chriſtians to be ſaved 
without it, at leaſt, without a ſufficient degree. 
And this, one would imagin it almoſt needleſs to 
prove, But, leſt you ſhould flatter yourſelves, 
with any vain illuſions, I ſhall endeavour to make it 
farther evident to you, by adding a few obſervations. 
St. Fobn Cryſoſtom tells us, that as the branches 
of a tree, which towers to a conſiderable height, 
or is placed on a lofty eminence, are hurry'd to and 
fro by the leaſt breath of air, ſo are they who ſuf- 


fer their minds to be elated, expoſed to every dan- 


While, on the contrary, they, who have 
; to be truly humble, like a ſhrub in a valley, 
remain always ſafe, always undiſturb'd. This ex- 
actly agrees with what our divine Lord has told us, 
that be who exalts himſelf ſhall be humbled. The 
ſure way then to ruin is pride, the vice oppoſed to 
humility, This it was which brought Haman to his 
infamous death. He could not be content with 
being the ſecond in a vaſt kingdom, the favourite 
of his prince, and the next in power to his ſove- 
reign, no. He muſt have more, he mult be ho- 
nour d and receive homage from alt men, or be un 


happy. For, what is it which pride, once indulged, 


will not aſpire to. Like an inſatiable cormorant, 
the more it is fed the more greedily it craves. Such 
was the pride of Haman. Not all the cringes of a 
flattering court, not all the honours paid him, by a 
numerous enſlaved people, could afford him peace, 
while Mordecai retuſed him a bow. He vows 


therefore revenge, attempts to effect it, and raiſes 


an extraordinary gibbet for his enemy to expire on, 
hen his baſe purpoſe ſhould take effect. But Gop, 
who makes it his affair to reſiſt the proud, con- 
ed his devices, humbled him to the loweſt of 
men, and ſuffer'd his pride to hurry him into the 
ſhameful death he prepared for a better man than 
himſelf. Herod with all his royal pomp and ſplen- 
dor could not be ſatisfied: he muſt arrogate to 
himſelf the majeſty of Gov. And, therefore, on 
@ ſet day, as St. Luke tells us, in the twelfth of the 


- - 


On the Eleventh SUNDAY. 


Ac rs, array'd in royal apparel be ſat on bis throne, 


and received divine homage from the people. But, ah 
what was the conſequence of his criminal arrogance. 
Why, ſays the holy writer, immediately the angel 
of the Lord firuck bim, becauſe be bad given not 
the glory ta God; and being conſumed by worms, 
be gave up, thus ignominiouſly, his wretched g/. 
Had Herod, from the beginning, ſtifled the firſt 
ſuggeſtions to pride, he would have humbled him- 
ſelf before his Gop; he would have publicly ac- 
knowledged his littleneſs, and ſought to be thought 
nothing more than the meaneſt of his ſubjeds; 
and his humility would not only have ſaved him 
from his miſerable end, but crown'd his days with 
ſubſtantial glory. For, he who reſiſts the proud 
delights to give grace to the bumble. 
happy father, Adam! What an infinity of miſeries 
might you not have ſpared yourſelf and us, your 
wretched poſterity, had you been ſatisfied with 
your innocence, had not the pride of becoming like 
Gop, knowing good and evil, ſeduced you to rebel 
againſt your heavenly Lord! What was it expell'd 
thee from the preſence of the Lord, O Lucifer, 
thou, once glorious, angel of light. Ah, how un- 
like ar*t thou now, to that bleſſed luminous being 
thou once was't. Whence, O whence is this hor- 
rible change ? What the cauſe of this deplorable al- 
teration. Pride, beloved, deteſtable pride it was, 
which transform'd, this, once happy beauteous, 
ſpirit to the monſter of horror he now 1s. The next 
in glory, Majeſty, and bliſs to Gop himſelf, he 
needs muſt be equal to him, Iwill aſcend and be. 
come like the moſt high. This it was which temp- 
ted him to rebel, and the obſtinacy, of perſiſting 
in this, which hurl'd him, and the reſt of the rebel 
legions, from the heavenly thrones, into the dark 
abyſs of eternal miſery, which is now their portion. 
Yet, think you, his pride began at firſt, by com- 
paring himſelf with Gop. No, his firſt ſtep was 
ſelf-eſteem, the vain glory he took in his own ex- 
cellencies: In a word, that ſelf-admiration and ap- 
plauſe, which you are apt to be ſo full of, and 
which makes you ſo often deſpiſe your fellows, till 
at length, you are brought to deſpiſe and rebel againſt 
God himſelf. But, ah, Chriſtians, ſince you {ee 
how inconſiſtent this pride is with eternal happinels, 
fly it, reſiſt it ſtifle it in it's infancy, in it's birth. 
Let it not get the upper hand of the humility which 
Chriſt came to teach you; if you mean to fill thoſe 
bliſsful ſeats, which the rebel angels, through pride, 
have left vacant, and which Chriſt offers you Þ 
the premium of the oppoſit virtue. If, for want 
of this divine virtue, thoſe who were in poſſeſſion 
of this glorious kingdom, were baniſh*d out of it 
forever, what appearance of reaſon can you have i! 
fatter yourſelves that you ſhall ever . P 


if you want the ſame virtue; No, belove Yo 


And, ah, un- 
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Your Saviour aſſures you, that none but ſuch as 


humble themſelves, like little-ones, ſhall be great 


in the kingdom of heaven. . Humility then is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to uy Chriſtian, to attain to the 
glory he was created for. None can enter there, 
but by the imitation of their humble Lord, and none 
can be ſaid to imitate any of his actions, who ac- 
company not their own with a humility like his. 
So impoſſible is it to be ſaved without this divine 
virtue. And, now I have ſhewn you, and, I hope, 
thewn you clearly, the nature and neceſſity of Chri- 
ſtian humility, that you may be equally convinced 


of the advantages it brings with it, let me proceed 


to a concluſion, by ſhewing you; 
III. How diffitult it is to be damn'd with it. 
The Royal Pſalmiſt tells us, ſuch is the power of 


humility, that the Lord bath always regard to 


the Prayers of the bumble, and hath never deſpiſed 
their 3 And, therefore, ſays Solomon, 
in the PROVERBS, 1? is much better to be bum- 
bled with the meek, than to divide the ſpoil with the 
proud. How many inſtances have we not in holy 


writ of the efficacy of a true humility of heart to 


turn away the wrath of Gop, and to draw down 
the divine bleſſings on ſuch as have recourſe to it. 
In the third of Kings you will find that Achab, per- 
verſe Achab, as wicked a Prince as he was, obtained of 
the Almighty a mitigation of his wrath, by humbling 
himſelf before him, and ſubmitting to a voluntary 
penance. In the ſecond of Chronicles, chapter twelve, 
you have a like inſtance of mercy ſhewn to Roboam, 
and the princes of Judab, in conſideration of their 
humiliation. It was the humility of Ezechias which 
ſtay'd the Divine Indignation from falling on his 
people, during his reign. And the fame Nebucha- 
donoxor, whom pride had humbled, from the throne, 
to lick the earth with the beaſts, no ſooner had a 
ſenſe of his real littleneſs, than Gov, in conſidera- 
tion of his inward humiliation, raifed him again to 
his prior grandeur. The wrath of God's offended 
Majeſty was hovering over the heads of the Mai- 
vites, When their religious humiliation, like a 
mighty arm, ſnatch'd as it were, the ſword of ven- 
geance, from the hand of the exterminating angel, 
and reſtored them to the grace and favour of their 
divine Lord. * | 


Ah ! illuſtrious ſinner, and more illuſtrious pe- 


nitent, what was it raifed thee, from the fink of va- 


nity and fin, to that'eminent pitch which has ren- 
der'd thee, ſince then, ſuch u favours of the lovin 

Saviour, ſuch à glorious object of admiration 2 
example to all repenting ſinners? Ah! It was that 
humiſity, that voluntary ſubmiſſion, which made 
her throw herſelf at the feet” of her Lord, bathe 
them with her tears of public repentance, wipe 


them, with the locks bf her former vain-glory, and 


acrifice to the holy uſe of anointing them, that 
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fragrant balſam, which ſhe had ſo often proſtituted 
to the purpoſes of vanity. It was that ſelf-depreſ- 
ſion which induced her to catch the ſudden inſpira- 
tion to repentance, to ſeize the happy minute of 
grace to ſue for mercy to her offended Saviour, 
without regarding the taunts, the reproaches, and 
the ſcoffs of the ſtanders-by. That, that it was 
which transform'd her ſo inſtantly from a ſinner to 
a ſaint, from an enemy of Chriſt to his dearly be- 
loved daughter, and ſnatch'd her from the jaws of 
hell, to raiſe her to that Heaven, in which ſhe now 
reigns triumphant with her divine Spouſe Jzsvs. 

But, what do I hear! methinks the immaculate 
Virgin of Virgins charms my ear with her heaven- 
ly CanTicLE. My Soul doth magnify our Lord, 
and my Spirit bath rejoiced in Gop, my Saviour. 
Ah! Well may'ſt thou, O happy, glorious Virgin, 
rejoice and magnify thy Lord and Saviour, for the 
infinit favours he has beſtow'd on thee. But ſay, 
O immaculate Mother 'of my Gop, what was it 
ſo pleaſing in thee which made the Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth chuſe to be born of thee, and take 


| thy fleſh before all other virgins. Was it thy ſpot- 
leſs 


purity of mind and heart. No, he, who created 
her, beloved, and render'd her immaculate from 
her conception, could have created another virgin, 
as ſpotleſs as herſelf, and would have done it ra- 
ther than been born of her, had ſhe been elated by 
her virgin purity. Was it her ſweet exceſs of beau- 
ty? No; he, who made her the comelieſt of all 
womankind, could, with the ſame eaſe, have made 
another full as graceful as herſelt. Twas not her 
beauty then, nor 11 nor her many other ex- 
cellencies, but her humility which raiſed her to the 


dignity of Ixsv's mother. It was by ber virginity, s 
ſays a venerable Father of the Church, // 


at ſbe 
leaſed, but it was by ber bumility ſhe conceived. 
his the Holy Virgin herſelf confirms, be bath re- 
arded, ſays the, the bumility of bis bandmaid. 
Yes, beloved, yes, be who bath depoſed the mighty 
and proud from their ſeat, bath exalted the bumble, 


and raiſed this moſt humble of mere mortals to the 
| higheſt eminence of glorious 1 For, 
i 


the ſame Gop, who reſts the proud, delights in 
giving grace to the bumble. | 
And, what wonder is it, beloved, that Jzsvs 


ſhould take ſuch delight in ſeeing the practice of 


| humility, when he purpoſely deſcended from Hea- 


ven to teach it you in his own perſon? Was not his 
whole life, converſation and death one continued 
example of it? He choſe you ſee to be conceived of 
an humble virgin, in the ignoble town of Nazareth, 
to.be born in an humble ſtable, and to be ſupported 


dy humble induſtry, How humbly he lived, how 


humbly che converſed, and how humbly he taught, 
the Goſpels are witneſſes, In his paſſion he was 
humbly tried as an offender, humbly ſtript of his 
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cloaths, and wounded and bruiſed in his humble 
fleſh : Humbly ſubmitted to paſs for a fool, to be 
deſerted by his diſciples, and ſcourged and crown'd 
with thorns, in derifion, by his enemies: And, at 
his death, with the utmoſt exceſs of humility, 
would be expoſed, naked and disfigured on an ig- 
nominious croſs, between two thieves. Ah! Why, 
why did he do all this, but for the reaſon he gives 
you for waſhing his diſciples feet. I have given you 
an example, that as I bave done you alſo may do. 

Follow then, dear Fellow-Chriſtians, follow the 
glorious example given you. Be ſubject to your 
ſuperiors, be tractable, and, even condeſcending to 

our equals, and be not haughty, ſevere, nor over- 
bearing to ſuch as the vain world conſiders beneath 

u. 

Lid Chriſt, ſubject yourſelves to the meaneſt offi- 
ces, for the meaneſt of men, where charity calls for 
your aſſiſtance. Vou ſee the neceſſity of doing thus, 
to be perfect imitators of Chriſt, and, as ſuch, to 


on the Twelfth SUNDAY 


ut, if you are deſirous of fulfilling all juſtice | 


have part in his glory. You ſee the reſiſtleſs effi. 


cacy which Gop has given, to perfect humility of 


heart, to ſtop his anger, and draw down his ble. 
ſings on all who practiſe it. Have recourſe to it 
then, and “ learn of Chriſt not, as St. Auguſtin 
« ſays, to build the ſtructure of a world, not to 
create all things viſible and inviſible, not to work 
© miracles in the world, or raiſe the dead to life, 
% but learn of him to be meek and bumble of heart.” 
The good actions you do, loſe not the merit of, by 
publiſhing them, or accompany them with ſpiritual 
pride. But, remember that, do your beſt, you are 
till but uſeleſs ſervants to him, and will be ſuch, 
even to yourſelves, if you impoſe not ſecrecy on 
ourſelves, as he did. Take then the advice of 8. 
ETER, Be truly bumbled under the power ful band 
of Gop, that he may exalt you in the time of viſ- 
tation, to that eternal glory, to which humility is 
the ground-ſtep, and which I beg Gop of his ink- 
nit. mercy to grant you all. In the name, &c. 


— 
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On the Twelfth SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


St. LUKE x. 25, 26, 27, 28. 


A certain lawyer 


4 
the law what. is written? .... He anſwerin 
faid, Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy Gop wit 


ſtood up, tempting Chriſt, and 
ſaying, Maſter, by doing what thing ſball I poſe 
| 77 everlaſting ? But Ixsus ſaid to bim: In 


thy whole beart, with thy whole ſoul, and with 
all thy firength, and with all thy mind, anc thy 
neighbour. as thyſelf. And Ixsus ſaid to bim, 
Thou has't anſwer'd right, this do and thou 
ſbaPt live. 


B“ doing what thing ſhall I poſſeſs life everlaſi- 
ing? What an impertinent queſtion for a man 
to aſk, who was verſed in the divine law ? Fooliſh 
 wretch ! Could he know the law without knowing, 
that the ſum and great end of all was, to love Almighty 
Gop above all things, and mankind, as himſelf, for 
the Almighty's fake ? No: For our bleſſed Saviour 
ſhew'd him how much more he knew the way to 
fe everlaſting, than he had the will to purſue it, 


by forcing the means from his own mouth. But, 


why then did he enquire after what. he was not re- 
ſolved to embrace? Why? The Evangeliſt tells you 
the reaſon. His * was baſe. He came not 


vVich a defire of being inform'd by Chriſt, but with 


a view of tempting him. He was in hopes that ]- 
sus would have overlook'd theſe eſſential, funds 
mental duties, to preſcribe him others of a leſs im- 
portant nature, that he might have it in his choice, 
either to decry the Divine Teacher's authority, d 
under ſanction of that authority to neglect the gre! 
and chief duties of life, for thoſe of inferior obl- 
gations, and not ſo coercive to the paſſions. 
Chriſtians ! How often is your intention ſuch, ® 
very little better, in coming to us? When J® 
come to us, the miniſters of Chriſt, to enquire ® 
ter the means of ſalvation; if you do not direu) 
ſeek an opportunity to weaken that authority ** 
have received from Chriſt, by expoſing the wail 
of learning, or want of prudence, which you thi 
you diſcover in us, do you not, at leaſt, lay 
on every imaginary opportunity, of this ſort, Je 
can meet with ag en us in the eſteem of 
faithful, and thereby weaken all our efforts 
their ſalvation? Or, if ſome of you are a little more 
humane than to carry your malice to ſuch _ 
tive lengths, how often do you have recourſe to : 
at beſt, to have your — ſaoth'd, and Mi 
conſciences lull'd aſleep. You know that the 7 - 
| law depends upon your loving the Lord 10 | 
with your whole heart, and with your whole - 
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and with all your ſtrength, and with all your mind, 
and your neighbour as yourſelves, But this you 


can't find in your ſouls to comply with ; your paſ- 


ſions perſuade you, that the taſk is laborious, and 
the confinement it lays you under is too irkſome 
for your unruly appetites to brook. To be diſpenſ- 
ed from loving God better than your ill-gotten, or 
ill-managed wealth. Some of you would gladly 
hurry over a conſiderable number of prayers to 
him; and others, to be diſcharged from preferring 
him to the idols of their luſt, or vanity, would chear- 
fully ſubmit to a ſupererogatory portion of abſti- 
nence. For, to ſome of you, kneeling coſts little 
or nothing, and temperance is no ſelf-denial to o- 
thers of you, but agrees with your conſtitution and 
humour. Others, again, to be at liberty to defraud, 
to inſult, or toglut your vengeance on your fellow- 
creatures, would readily give away one half of your 
ſubſtance, in alms, to the poor. You have more 
than your luxury and wantonneſs knows what to do 
with; and, with your ſuperfluity, you. could grati- 
fy your vain-glory and oſtentation. In ſhort, Chriſ- 


which might but exempt you from loving your e- 
ternal bene factor above all things, and his image 
for his bleſſed ſake. And yet, you are not willing 


to be damn'd, you wiſh to be ſaved, and are de- 


ſirous of both ſerving mammon, and enjoying Gop. 
And, therefore, you come to us to inquire, by do- 


| ing what you may pe , life e verlaſting ? And, 


this you do, in hopes that we ſhall rid you of the 


| unweildy burden your corrupt imaginations groan 


under; that we ſhall diſpenſe you from. theſe eſſen- 
tial obligations for trifles, duties which are no o- 
therwiſe ſuch, than as they tend to the fulfilling 
theſe more fundamental ones. O, my gracious 
Gop! Is it poſſible mankind can be ſuch enemies 
to truth as to ſeek thus to be ſooth'd into error? Can 
they be ſo fond of a ſpiritual lethargy as thus eagerly 


to purſue it, they who are ſo frighted at every little 


drowſineſs more than ordinary. Ah ſelf-deluding 


not to us for the means of life everlaſting, with the 
hopes of being flatter'd, you know . that the firſt ſtep 
is to love Gop above all things and the ſecond to 
love your neighbour as yourſelves. Do this and you 
ſoall live, Let us thenpreſcribe you eyer ſo manyfaſts, 
2 ſo long prayers, ever ſo Abundant alms- 
ey can all profit you nothing, - unleſs the ſum, the 
ſoul, the end of all be a * of A a 
ſincere charity for your neighbour. - For without 
theſe you ſhall die; there is no life, no glory, no 
heaven for you. All this you know ; yet who, to 
Judge by your actions, could gueſs. that you do 
w ? At leaſt it is plain, that what you know, 
You ſeldom refle& on: Elſe why are you ſo defici- 
eat in the practice. Let me then at preſent refreſh 


tians, any penance would ſeem light to ſome of you, 


Chriſtians! Be not thus fond of dreaming: Come 
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your memories, a little concerning one of theſe 
great duties. The goſpel will very ſoon furniſh me 
with a fair opportunity again, of expatiating on the 
love you owe to your neighbour ; and therefore 1 
ſhall now entertain you wholly on the more eleva- 
ted ſubject of the love you owe to your gracious 
Gop. Concerning which I have two things only to 
obſerve to you in this diſcourſe. 


I. That it is ſovereignly neceſſary to life everlaſt- 
ing: And 
II. That it is extremely reaſonable, and efficaci- 
ouſly fruitful to that bleſſed end. 


Come then, O Lord, thou lover of our ſouls, 
and fill us with thy grace and wiſdom, that to- 
« tally conſumed on earth with loving thee, we 


may receive the glorious premium of our love, 


© in heaven, and find ourſelves renew'd again in 
„ thee our only life.“ 


I. The love of Gop, is a pure ſincere and ar- 
dent affection for the divine author of all things, a- 
bove all that is created. It admits of no joint at- 
tachment to any thing beneath Gop, and cannot 
ſubſiſt with any rival affection to aught which is 
not Gop. The Lord of majeſty is a great and jea- 
lous Lord, as he is infinitly ſuperior to all his crea- 
tures, and has no equal out of himſelf, therefore he 
cannot brook any foreign competitor in the love he 
requires from his creatures. He had no aſſiſtant in 
the production of any of them, and therefore will 
bear no rival in their love of him, nor accept of any 
affection from them, which is not perfeòly pure 
and unmixt with the love of aught beſides, except 
it be for his ſake alone, and with an intire depen- 
dance upon him. In ſhort the hearts, which he is 
the whole and ſole author of, he expects ſhould be 
wholly taken up with reſpe& for him. Nor indeed 
is the heart of man capable of retaining, any degree 
of that ſovereign regard, which is due to the divine 
majeſty; without baniſhing every propenſityſ or af- 
fection which is not perfectly dependent upon him. 
No man can ſerve tus maſlers, ſays the Eternal wiſ- 
dom. For either be will bate the one and love the 
other, or be will endure the. one and contemn the 


otber. It is impoſſible then to have a-ſovereign 


love for God, and at the ſame time a ſovereign love 
for Mammon, that is, for whatever is out .of Gop. 
If you love aught which is created with a ſovereign 
affection, independent on that you pay to GoD, 
Gop is no longer the ſovereign of your hearts, 
you worſhip foreign Gons: You love, you endure 
them; and you hate and deſpiſe him. For what 
greater hatred or contempt can you ſhew to the 
Lord of heaven and earth, than to place him upon 


a level with, nay below, the works of his hands as | 


you 


vou attempt to do, as often as you divide your af- 
ſections between him and his creatures? To love 
Gop with that ſovereign affe tion which is his due, 
ou are to love him as the ſource and ultimate end 
of all things; and conſequently to love nothing be- 
ſides him, but for his only ſake, and fo far only as is 
conſiſtent with his glory and pleaſure. 
This, Beloved, this is the love Gop requires of 
you: This is his due; and this, your Saviour tells 
ou, is the greateſt and the firſt commandment. 
erefore then do this and thou ſbal't live, O mor- 
tal, and live-forever. For once you arrive to this 
perfection of love of Gop; once you make your 
divine Lord the chief object of all your wiſhes ; 
the love of his creatures for his ſake, and in obedi- 
ence to him will follow in courſe: And then that 
love will be pure, will be perfect and truly Chriſti- 


gan. But without the perfection of divine love, 


what ſource can any regard you pay to created Be- 
ings flow from, but the corrupted {ink of ſelf-point- 
ed views? For O my all lovely Gop! How is it 
poſſible to love any thing out of thee, 'with an un- 
tainted affection which is not loved purely for 
thy bleſſed fake, and for the amiable qualities which 
the conformity with thy divine will beſtows upon it ? 
Ah how juſtly did thy favorit e ſay, He 
& loves thee too little, Lord who loves any thing 
& with thee; which he loves not for thee.” Too 
little indeed, Chriſtians, nay not at all, can they be 
faid to love Gop, whoſe affection to any thing 
created is not wholly influenced by their love of 


him. An equal regard for the world and for 


4 Gop, cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt together in one 
heart, ſays St: Cyprian, any more than one eye 


* 4 can at once behold the earth and the heavens.” 


It is this perfection of divine love, this perfect 
charity, then, which is the precious, candid, ſpotleſs, 
nuptial garment, the ſoul muſt put on to be eſpou- 
ſed with Chriſt, and admitted to the banquet of his 
glory. It was for want of this, that the unhappy 
wretch'in the twenty fecond of St. Matthew, was 
not only expell'd from the 7 feaſt to which he 
had been call'd with the reſt; but even caſt into 
utter darkneſs, to bewail forever with weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth, the folly and perverſity of not 
being provided with it. But O eternal verity, how 
fadly affecting is the fatal truth which thou has't 
drawn from this unthinking creature's fate, that 
many are call d, and few are choſen.. Yes, Chriſti- 
ans, you are all call'd, but ah how few of you, cau- 
tion'd by this man's folly, ſtudy to avoid' his miſera- 
ble fate 
clection to glory, by providing yourſelves with the 
nuptial garment of grace. Like the foollſh virgins 


| wy covet life everlaſting, but neglect the means; 
ke 
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are of being call'd one day, but when the time uf 
gueſs. Stand always then upon your guard; be e 


How few of you endeavour to ſecure your 


them you hear the call, you accept the invita-. 


tion to the heavenly jubilee, but ſlothfully forget to 
_ for _ choſen as well as call'd; in a word 
ike them you ſet out in purſuit of the bliſs you are 
call'd to, but ah, too much like them, you provide 
not your lamps, you repleniſh not your ſouls with 
the oil of divine love. What then can you expect 
but that at the decline of life, when you perceive 
your want, and try too late to remedy your paſt ne- 
gle ct, the gates of glory ſhould be barr'd againſt 
you, and you repulſed with that heart-rending ſen- fle 
tence, Amen, I ſay to you I know you not. Forbid 
it, gracious Gop | Forbid it. Permit not any here 
to be forever baniſh'd from thy all-enlivening ſight, 
for want of the nuptial garment of thy grace; for 
want of the oil of thy love. No, ctoath us all be- 
times with thee, make us of the happy few who 
ſhall be choſen as well as call'd; and ſweetly gire 
us to fill our lamps betimes, with ſuch an ardent 
laſting love for thee, as may prepare and keep us 
all in readineſs, to enter with the prudent virgins in 
thy train, to thy eternal nuptials. But ah Chriſt- 
ans, if ſuch be your deſire, if your hearts join with 
me in this petition,. watch as your Saviour tells you 
like thoſe prudent virgins; Watch e * be- 
cauſe you know not the day nor the Toy: ure you 


eo it EE FT” 


your election will come on, is what you cannot even 


ver in readineſs, and ſuffer not your ardency of low: 
for God to flacken for one ſingle inſtant, but | 
your conſtant ſtudy be to fuel and encreaſe it. 5 
often with that glorious example of divine love &. 
Auguſtin, O eternal verity, O unfeigned char 
ty, O precious eternity ! Thou ar't my Go", 
“ and to thee are all my wiſhes, all my ſighs 
« reQed day and night. 

On this, on this alone Beloved, all your dept! 
dence muſt be built. This alone can entitle you 
the life everlaſting you aſpire to. Nothing 
© more precious to God, ſays the faint, than 
virtue of divine charity; nothing more defira 
to Satan than the extinction of. that char 
The reaſon of both we are told by St. Baſil. © Ide 
love of God, ſays this eminent Father, is in 
« exhauſtible treaſure, which renders all who he 
+ ſeſs it immenſely rich, and without which it 
« moſt wealthy of mortals are miſerably pool. 
ſhort, with a ſincere love of Gop above all wy 
created, it is impoſſible to periſh, and without 
impoſſible to be "ſaved. * If I ſpeak with © 
„ tongues of men and angels, ſays St. Pa i 
* .... If T ſhonld have prophecy, and _ 
* myſteries, and all knowledge, and if 1 ſhould 1 
M all faith, ſo that I could remove n 
* ... If I ſhould diftribute all my goods to vn 
* for. the' poor, nay if I'ſhoud deliver up my 7 5 


5 


* ſd that I burn, and have not charity, I am no- 
« thing, it doth profit me nothing.“ * Not elo- 
quence, wiſdom, and knowledge then, you ſee ; not 
the ſtrongeſt faith, the warmeſt zeal, no nor the 
greateſt good-works in themſelves are capable of 
raiſing you to everlaſting life, without being ani- 
mated with a perfect love of Gop. No not beg- 
gary itſelf courted for Chriſt's poor, nor even the 
moſt cruel martyrdom ſuſtain'd for the faith of 
Chriſt, can ſave you from perdition, if it be not in- 


fluenced by a perfect love for Chriſt, above all crea- 


ted being. Obſerve then, ſays St. Ferom, how 
important a good is this ſublime charity, ſhould 
« we ſuffer martyrdom for the ſake of having our 
&« relicks held in veneration; ſhould we merely to 
« popular applauſe, ſacrifice our blood with ut- 
©* molt intrepidity; or give our ſubſtance even to 
e the reducing ourſelves to beggary; the action 
© would be leſs worthy reward than puniſhment 
from God, and we have more right to the tor- 
* tures which perfidy earns, than to the crown 
„ which victory merits.” It is even ſo, Chriſti- 
ans, the — and beſt actions you can perform, 
have no title to a crown of glory, if the ſovereign 
affection you bear to Gop, be not the ſource of 
them. On the contrary, your perfidy in doing them 
ſor any other end, than to give glory to his divine 
Majeſty, ſtamps them with the guilt of reprobati- 
on. It is the ſupreme love of Gob, then which 
muſt tender all you do deſerving of life everlaſting, 
and without that, vain, fruitleſs and deſtructive is 
all you can do. So ſovereignly neceſſary to life e- 
verlaſting is this divine virtue, this greateſt firſt 
commandment on which all others depend. 


II. Ah Chriſtians, and how reaſonable is it not, 
that you ſhould render this tribute of gratitude to 
your gracious Gop | Is he not infinitly deſerving 
all the affection you can pay him? Eye but the glo- 
ry of his Majeſty with the eyes of your faith, conſi- 
der but the immenſity of his power, and the exten- 
iveneſs of his goodneſs, with which he created all 
things, governs all things, and ſweetly diſpoſes all 
things with wiſdom, and by his only word; and 
how lovely muſt he not appear in your eyes! Why 
is it yu are charm'd into love for any of his crea- 
tures, but for the little excellencies you diſcover in 
them; but ah how much more infinitly refined are 
the excellencies you admire, how much more emi- 
rently perfect in Gop, from whom the imaginary 
perfections of all his creatures flow. Shall we then 
pall and diſappoint our affections in thoſe little ſhal- 
low rivulets, when we may ſatiate our defires in a 
boundleſs ocean of all that is deſirable, b fixing 
our affections on Go himſelf? No, my ſovereign 
good, never let it be ſaid. Be thou all our defire 


henceforth. ' O that we could but love thee as 
Vol. II. 
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thou deſerveſt. But ſince our nature is incapable 
of infinit love, at leaſt we will love thee hencefor- 
ward above all other things, and to the utmoſt of 
our finite capacities. | 

And how, Chriſtians, how can you chuſe to do ſo, 
if ever you reflect on the infinit — he has be- 
ſtow'd upon you? He created you out of nothing to 
his own divine likeneſs, gave you a body capable of 
all the functions of life, beſtow'd upon you an im- 
mortal ſoul, capable of reaſon, and enrich'd with 
many privileges, denied to other creatures. And 
why all this but that, after a ſhort pilgrimage on 
earth, you might be transfer'd to partake of his e- 


ternal felicity with him? Can you then love your 


parents for the gift of life, which they were only 
inſtruments under Gop of procuring you; can you 
be grateful to them for the little ſubſtance they have 
raked together, as much for love of themſelves as 
for you; and yet forget the love, the gratitude you 
owe to your eternal benefactor for all you poſleſs, 
and for all he has prepared for you without any in- 
tereſt to himſelf? Even when you had forfeited all 
the fruits of his immenſe goodneſs to you, what did 
he not condeſcend to do to reinſtate you in them? 
So bas Gop loved the world, that be gave bis only 
begotten Sen. Yes, my GoD and Saviour, ſo did'ſt 
thou love this ſoul of mine, theſe ſouls of all here 
2 as to pour forth thy precious blood to pre- 
erve us from eternal ruin. Ah Chriſtians, what 
then ſhall we return to the Lord for all things, 
which he has done to and for us? Let us give him 


our hearts at leaſt, Give me your ſouls then to of- 


fer up with mine. Yes, take, O Go, theſe ſouls 
of ours: for they are all your own. Accept theſe 
hearts, this life, this love of ours. That from this 


minute we may live alone to thee, that we may die 


at length with warmth of loving thee, who for the 
love of us did'ſt die upon a croſs. : 2 
But way this all, Beloved, which your God and 


Saviour did, to purchaſe love from you. 


children, as to ſeed them with her fleſh, to give her 


blood to quench their thirſt. There have been pa- 


rents too who have laid their life with pleaſure down 


to ſave their offspring. Nay there have been WO 
But here the per- 
fection of all human charity muſt end. For no man, 


have done as much for friends. 


ſays Chriſt, bas greater charity than be who lays 


down. bis life for bis friends. Yes this All- graci- 


ous exceeded in ſome meaſure, even theſe bounda- 
ries oF love, leaving his precious body and blocd, a 
laſting feaſt for you, in that adorable ſacrament 
which he foreſaw you would nevertheleſs, fo often 
ſlight if not prophane, and all to afford you freſh re- 
cruits of ſtrength and grace, and lights and means 
to reach more eaſily the bliſs he invites you to. O 
my Jesvs, my Saviour and my Gop, how wretch- 

It edly 


KN 


— 


Where is 
the inſtance of a mother ſo fond, ſo tender of her | 
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tefulnauſt we be, ii after all this vuſt pro- be: cleanſed, waſh us with: it, and we ſtall b; 
ar Abe yr love,. wo can forbear, to love thee a- made witer than It was this holy — 
hovs all things, and love thee te our utmoſt | which made Abr renounce all the tiey of blood 
 Whocall'd you, Chriſtians, you,.O- Catholics, to and nature, ta ſacrifice his dear and only child to 
that holy: Church: and faith out of which none can the dinine pleaſure By doing which, he not 
be ſaved, but by invincible: ignorance, but GoD.. obtain'd the life of that child back again from Gop, 
For who can; came 10 Chriſt, unleſs the: Father dran but evem the perpotuation: of his poſteriey It war 


a 


Am How-many. millions are: denied: that bleſſing, this whieh made the three children ' the Ho. 
which yon u iy, unthiokingly: ſat. ſo. light by: nour of the Almighty, to the empty promiſes of 
To whom da we the peacetub preſent enerciſ men, and boldly, to chuſe rather the moſt eruel death 


af your religion, the: eaſy acces. ta the holy, ſacra= than: commit a voluntary breach of his ſacred laws. 
ments, the comfort of having near at hand the mi- In recompence of which they were not only ho- 
niſters of Gon, to aſſiſt and ſuccour you in ſickneſs, nour di with. the: Almighty's ſingular grace and fi- 
danger, andi diſtreſs; who has ſent. me this daꝝ to vour, but micaculouily preſerved: by his omnipo- 
you, to court the love ol Gon, but that all- gracious tence, from the attempts of their enemies, and the 
God himſelf, who aſks. of you nothing more than rage of a flaming furnace. And it is this, which if 
heart: How many poor, holy favorit Catho- you: have recourſe to it, Chriſtians, will not only 
preſerve and protett᷑ you from all the miſeries of a 


des of Gon, this very day, groaning under the moſt 
aruel-perſecution from heretics, mahometans and in · preſent and a future ſtate, but even ſecure you the 


fidels, in Ireland, in Turkey. and elſewhere, remote everlaſting lite you wiſh to poſſeſs. © The love of 
from Church, remote from ſpiritual aſſiſtance, are Gov,” ſays Caſſlodor, © is to virtue a kind ofen. 
now: ſighing after public prayer s, after the holy- livening ſhower, which makes it hoot forth : 
ſacraments, and after the ſolace ofareligious exhor= . kind of bliſsful ſatisfaQtion, till it ripens into the 
tation, all which are granted you without a pain, ** holieſt fruits.” Do you as me then, Chriſtian, 
gookaps. without ſcarce a with, Ah Chriſtians doing wbat you-ſball poſſoſs life — Let 
you then light theſe bleſſings becauſe familiar? me then in my turn ask you with Chriſt: Nba 
Can you forget the bounteous hand they flow from? #5: written. in the law What is the great end f 
Can you with- hold your. love from fixing wholly the law? Is it not chat you love the Lord your Gov 
on him, whoſe love is ſo immenſely fruitful to- youꝰ with your whole heart, with your whole ſoul, with al 
No, let him engroſs your hearts and ſouls: Say with your ſtrength, and with all your mind, do this, 20d 
St. Auguſtin and me, O my ſoul, if it be irk- jou will ſoon attain to the ſeeond commandment 
4% ſome to thee, to be the firſt to love, let it not loving your neighbour as yourſelf, Upon both which 
be irkſome to thee to love again, be not ſlothful the whole law depends. Do this then and you ſhall 
1 to return love to thy Gos and Saviour, who pre- live. Have a perfect love for Gop, and every i. 
4 vents. thee with ſo. much affection. No, my fection depending upon that, will be eaſy to you. 
Lord, my love, if thy delight is to be with the For that is the miraculous love of which the pro- 
©. ſons of men, our delight ſhall from this moment res tells you, that love is as ſtrong: as death. 0 
tc be forever placed in being with thee.“ acred, bliſsful, heavenly virtue! What more cn! 
Let this, . Beloved, be your ſtudy. Ypu'll find fay to thy immortal praiſe, than that thou had't 
your account in it. However great be the number the power to draw ſrom heaven to earth, the Lord 
or guilt of your former ſins; make. but one act of of both, and to exalt mankind to heaven. O flu. 
fervent, ſincere and fruitful love of Gop, and all pendous charms of charity. By this the Gob of 
your fins: ſhall be remitted. For Charity, that is, majeſty vouchſafed to ſtoop himſelf to hell, that 
the love of -Gop, which is the perfection of this- you, O reptil mortals, might aſcend with him i 
divine virtue, Bides @ multitude of fins, as St. Paul the higheſt ſeats of heavenly glory. Pix then Jou 
aſſures us. O rom Magdalen! what was the hearts, your ſouls, and-all your wiſhes-in-him, ties 
Hyſſop which ſo enly effaced: thy ſins, and: made ſure to yourſelyes, a treaſure of love in God, that 
thee ſo acceptable a penitent to Chriſt? Ah Chri- Where your riches are, there alſo- your hearts 
ſtians ] It was this love of GoD. Many: ſins are be. In a word; love God, and live à life of er. 
forgiven ber, ſays Cx ler, becauſe ſbe greatly: le- creaſing grace on earth, till you are lifted to — g 
ud. O give us, dear Saviour of our ſouls, this pu- ternal life of glory among the bleſſed. Wich 
_ rifjang Jove.. Sprinlle ut mib bir by/ſop, and ue beſeech, Ec. In tb name, &c. | 
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On the Thirteenth SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


GAL. iii. 19, 22. 
was the law then ? It mas put for t 
.. . that the promife by the faith of xs vs 
Cunter might be given to them that believe. 


AIT H then alone will not. ſuffice to fave you, 
L Beloved. How abſurd is it therefore, in the 
abettors of that deſtructive doctrin, to pretend to 
quote St. Paul for their authority The apoſtle in- 
deed in this very epiſtle, labours to deſtroy the 
poſit abſurdity, to wit the ſufficiency of good-w 
alone to ſalvation, independent on faith. For this 
is the other extreme of error. But does the remo- 
val of one extrav eſtabliſh any thing in I fa- 
vour of another? No, ſurely : It is very true, as 
the ſacred writer obſerves, that 
accompliſhment of the law alone, are not ſufficient 
to-entitle any man to that divine inheritance, which 
was promiſed only through the merits of CazrsT. 
For, if there bad been a law given that could jufti- 
ty, undoubtedly juftive ſhould be af the law, and then 
there could have been no ion for juſtification 
by faith in Chriſt. A falſity which all Chriſtians 
are ſo convinced-of, that there needs no argument 
to explode it at preſent. But what does all this 
prove in favour of the ſufficiency of faith alone, or 
againſt the neceſſity. of animating our faith by good- 
works? If faith according to St. Paul, is neceſſary 
to ſalvation, are good-works according to him, 
therefore unneceſſary? If the inheritance of God's 
glory was promiſed to our faith? Did not the ſame 


law ? Is the law then, ays our apoſtle, againſt 
the promiſes of Gor, Gop — be. Why 
4 as the law then? It was put for tranſgreſſions 
„ Z- that the promiſe by the faith of Jzsus 
Cn isr might be given to them that believe.” 
You ſee then, Beloved, that to obtain a part in 
the inheritance of Chriſt, faith is abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, and ſo are good-works. . To be 
Chriſt, you muſt believe in Chriſt, and how. can 
you be ſaid to believe in whom you do not obey. 
© Therefore, ſays St. Paul, the law was our pe- 
g dagogue in Chriſt, that we may be juſtified 
» faith. For not the hearers of the law, are; 
with Gon, but the doers of the law ſhall be juſ. 
tified.” From all which it is ſelf-evident, that 


good- works, or the 


dvine Lord who gave us the promiſe, give us the 


ed by | 


Chriſtians cannot believe in Chriſt to any , 
without good-works, in a word, without faithfully 
keeping the commandments. Elſe why did -GopD 
give them to his people, and Chriſt confirm them 
to his followers? Do not think, ſays your divine 
Maſter, that I am come to break the law... . 1am 
not come to break but to fulfill, No, dear Lord, 
thou cameſt not like the impoſtors in our days, to 
throw all order into anarchy and wild confuſion, to 
encourage vice, and render virtue irkſom. Thy bleſ- 
ſed practice ſpoke thy heavenly purpoſe of enfor- 
cing = eternal Father's will by precept and exam- 
e. How plainly has't thou told us that, He 
that ſhall break one of the leaſt commandments, 
© and ſhall ſo teach men, ſhall be call'd the leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven. But he that ſhall do 
and teach, ſhall be call'd great in the kingdom of 
Heaven.“ 
Ah Chriſtians, deareſt Fellow -Chriſtians ! Have 
= a mind to be great in the kingdom of heaven? 
ake the means your heavenly Maſter preſcribes 
to you, if you really believe in him. And that 
teaching you to be great there, I become equally 
myſelf, I ſhall hereafter, when the goſpel or epiſtle 
of the day affords me the opportunity, conſider each 
of the ten commandments ſeparately. But a2 a 
proper preparative to ſo copious a ſubject, I will at 
preſent confine myſelf to the conſideration of the 
commandments in general, concerning which there 
are three material truths worthy to be clear d up. 


I. The nature of the ſeveral commandments, 
and the perſons they bind. 
II. The reafons which oblige men to obey them: 
And | 
HI. The means to attain to a perfect obſervance 
of them. 


4 O give us underſtanding then, dear Lord, that 
«© we may know thy ſaving laws, and give us effi- 
© cacfous grace to practice what thou giveſt us to 
* know, that we may happily become as truly 
«« great, as thou would'ſt mercifully have us be in 
66 heaven * a N 


I. The commandments of God are the ſtandard 
down, as an 
inviolable 


laws, whickay has been pleaſed to lay 
A 
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inviolable rule to mankind for their conduct of life. 
And theſe laws the Almighty communicated to us 
in-three ſeveral manners, by the inward light of na- 
ture, by writing, and by the living voice of his bleſ- 
ſed Son. To-infuſe the ſenſe of them into us, by 
the light of nature, he endow'd our ſouls with rea- 
ſon, capable of diſcovering between the good they 
enjoin, and the evil they forbid; and thus were 
they deliver'd to our fore-fathers from Adam down, 
to the entrance of the Iſraelites into the wilderneſs; 
when-hedeliver'd: them written on tables to Moſes, 
on the holy. mount, to publiſh them to his people. 
After which our divine redeemer at his coming, ra- 
tified and confirm'd them, by his living voice, in 
the moſt forcible terms; proteſting previouſly that he 
came not to break: the law but to fulfill it, and then 
adding, that be that ſhall break one of theſe leaſt 
commandments, and ſball ſo teach men, ſhall be call d 
tbe leaf in the kingdom 4 beaven. But be that ſhall. 
de and teach, ſhall be calPd. great in the kingdom of 
heaven. And indeed,. O my gracious Saviour, what 
title-can we have to any part in thy bleſſed king- 
dom, if we negle& theſe commandments, in ſpite of 
that grace which thou haſt purchaſed for us, to en- 
able us to fulfill them, and. purchaſed. us at the big 
price of thy precious blood 
I need not tell you, Chriſtians, that theſe ſacred 
laws we are ſpeaking of, which for the reaſon I have 
juſt given you, are ſometimes. call'd the law of na- 
ture, or the unwritten law,. ſometimes. the written 
law, and often the law of grace, are ten.in number. 
You all know them too well, not to be inexcuſable 
in the many violations you fall into againſt them all. 
But ah what will your knowing them avail,. but. 
ſwell your condemnation, while you neglect to obey 
them! To live peaceably and happily in any com- 


munity, tis abſolutely RP to preſerve a per- - 
tne 


fect good underſtanding with the head of. it in:the 
firſt place; and next with every member ſubject to 
that head. As Gop then is the ſovereign Lord of 
all creatures,.agd has mercifully vouchafed to admit 
you and the reſt of mankind, into a kind of com- 
munity with himſelf, without any merit on your 
fide,. or the leaſt degree of proportion with him; 
can it be much for him to require of you a perfect 
ſubjection to him, and a. perfect harmony with the 
reſt of your fellou- ſubjects? No, ſurely you cannot 
be worthy of the ineffable promiſes he has graci- 
ouſly conde ſcended to make you throuoh Chriſt, 
without wholly. and heartily correſpondingavith this 
his divine purpoſe, by ready compliance with theſe 
few commandments... For why was the law, ſays 
St. Paul, but that the promiſe, by. the faith of Ix- 
sus CyR1sT might be given to them that believe? 
In vain then are 2 Chriſtians, in vain do you be- 
heve in Chriſt, fruitleſs is all your faith; 165 you do 


nat animate that faith with good-works, by ſteadi- 


K obſerving thoſe few commandments, which his 
Eternal Father gave you, and he has confirm'd to 
you. For, O my Lord, thou has't ſufficiently 
warn'd us, that the promiſe made us by the faith of 
thee, will not be given to us for barely believing in 
thee. Not all who barely own thee and cry to 
5 thee Lord, Lord ! ſhall enter into the kingdom 

of heaven but ſuch only as believing in thee, do 


© the will of thy Father who is in heaven.” 


| Gop if he had ſo pleaſed, could with equal juſ- 
tice have given you inſtead of ten commondments 
ten thouſand, and all wholly concerning himſelf; and 
you, you would have been equally bound to fulfill 
them, Whereas his difintereſied bounty contented 
itſelf with laying you under the eaſy reſtriction of 
ten commandments, divided into two ſeparare ta- 


bles, the firſt and ſmaller number of which relate 


to your duty to his ſovereign Majeſty, the ſecond 
and more copious to your obligations to mankind. 
And what renders the diſintereſted generoſity of 
Gop the more conſpicuous to every eye is, that 
you yourſelves are full as much intereſted in the 
accompliſhment of theſe ſacred laws, as any of your 
fellow-creatures, and not only in the accompliſh- 
ment of thoſe which regard mankind, but much 
more thoſe which relate to Gop himſelf, who ha 
no other intereſt in your fulfilling any of them, 
than the gracious pleaſure he is mercifully pleaſed 
to take, in ſeeing you lay hold on the means he gives 
you to attain to his ineffable promiſes. O my G0 
what advantage can'ſt thou reap from any of our 
little ſervices, thou who ar't infinitly and unalters- 
bly bleſſed from all eternity, and to whom let u 
do all we can, we are ſtill but uſeleſs ſervants. 
And yet, Chriſtrans, uſeleſs ſervants as you eto 
him, you are ſtill his ſervants, his creatures, 
all you have and are is the free, liberal and unme- 
rited gift of his hands; and therefore if he ha 
laid no commands upon you, with regard to hin- 
ſelf, you would ſtill owe him fidelity, reveren 
gratitude and love. And how can you ſhew you 
fidelity to him, but by refuſing to pay to an) nt 
rior being, the ſupreme honour due to him alone 
How can you expreſs your reverence to him, but . 
ſpeaking to and of him, and: his ſacred myſier® 
with. utmoſt reſpe& and decency,. never: ute!" 
yourſelf, nor where it is in your power to binde, 
ſuffering to be utter'd: any thing injurious t the 
glory of his name Or finally what- leſs proof c 
you give him-of your gratitude and affe ction, 
the infinit favours he beſtows upon you, um: 
ſet apart one day out of ſeven, to honour, praiſe 3 
thank him in- public. Now this, is all he fed 
of you, for himſelf, that your bave 10 fir 
Gops- before bim, that you» take. not bis nan, p 
vain, that you keep boly to bim the ſabbatb-6%) Fr 
a proof of your . ſovereign love of him 3 8 
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things, from whom alone you receive all things. 
| And to what other end does he require this of you, 
| but that you, by doing what you are bound to do 
; by nature, may enjoy what he has mercifully pro- 
l miſed you through grace? How long then, O Gov, 
, how long will mankind be ſuch enemies to them- 
1 ſelves, as to negleC thoſe ſalutary laws, which thy 
0 diſintereſted bounty gave them for their own 


advantage? 
- Are not all the laws which Gop has given you 
5 concerning himſelf intirely ſo, Chriſtians? Is it not 
d to you that all the benefit of fulfilling them will 
l accrue ? And are not the duties enjoin'd you, to 
d practice to your fellow-creatures equally ſuited by 


your gracious Law-giver to your own intereſt ? 
Who but you will reap the benefit of them ? For 
whoſe good but * were they made? Was there 


nd not a general juſtice and charity required by Gop 
. in mankind towards each-other, what fafety could 
of there be for any individual of the ſpecies, and eſpe- 
at cially for you yourſelves? The ſtrongeſt, the moft 
he crafty, and the moſt covetous would be daily plun- 
ur dering, trampling upon, and devouring the weaker, 
h- the more ſimple, and the leſs greedy ; as beaſts deal 
ch with one another. It is therefore for the fecuri 
ha of every individual of you, that all ſhould be ſtrict- 
em, ly reſtrain'd from injuring the perſon, property, 
ſed peace or reputation of any, in fact, in word, or in 
Ives wiſh, And this is. all which Gop requires of you, 
30D in the ſecond table of his commandments, relating 
our to your neighbour.* And this if God had not mer- 
ere cifully enforced by his expreſs commands, nature it- 
t u ſelf, and the principle of ſelf-preſervation, would ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrate the neceſſity of. Where then 
re to is the mighty grievance in theſe laws, which can or 
and ought to render them ſo irkſome to you, Chriſtians? 
me- O thou all-wiſe eternal law-giver! Is it ſo much 
bad that we comply with laws, on which our own im- 
him- mediate ſafety every hour depends. | 
ent, And yet, Beloved, this is the fommary of all the 
your ten Commandments which Gop has given you. 
1nft- And theſe you are indiſpenfably- bound to comply 
lone! with, not ſo much for that they were written on the 
ut bf holy mount, as becauſe they are the very laws of 
teri nature, of God, and of Chriſt who confirm'd them, 
terinf and becauſe they are put for frangrafients -but as 
under, a bar to you, to teach you what tranfgreſſions you 
to the ought to avoid, that the promiſe by the faith of Ix- 
of cal zus CHRIST, as my text ſays, might be given to 
on, fo them that believe, that is, I hope, to you. 
than i All mankind are alike, and equally bound to ob- 
iſe and ſerve them. For they are given to all without ex- 
equirh ception, by the ſovereign. Lord and Gov: of al} 
fron None are excepted from the general benefit they 
ST. „ —— all. None then can ex- 
5 pt themſelves or be exempted from a duti 
— total compliance with — | * 


85 
II. The principal reaſons however, which ought + 
to urge you all, Chriſtians, to a faithful inviolable 
compliance with theſe ſacred laws, are thoſe which 
your gracious law-giver himſelf vouchſafes to give 
you. I am, ſays he, the Lord your Gop. It is 
Gop himſelf then who lays his divine commands 
upon you; that ſoverign Majeſty which created 
you, governs you, protects and provides for you: 
t Almighty Lord, without whoſe continued 
preſervation'you muſt fink into your original no- 
thing, from whom all the bleſſings you can wiſh or 
ſtand in need of muſt derive, and who is capable of 
infliting on you all the evils you have reaſon to dread. 
How dare you then, O reptil mortals, break through 
the inviolable laws of the Lord of Majeſty, whom it is 
ſo much your intereſt to obey, ſo much to your pe- 
rit to offend. O heavenly Lord! Is it not enough 
for us to know that thou ar't our Gop, the Gop 
of terrors, and the Gop of glory, to make us 
tremble at every the leaſt breach of thy ſacred 
Injundions? | 5 
But J am even fays, God, that gracious bene- 
factor who brought you put of the houſe of bondage: 
Yes, Chriſtians; the commandments are given you 
by the ſame all-gracious hand, which reſcued you 
from the ſervitude of fin and Satan,' by baptiſm, by 
the holy ſacraments, and other ſince repeated gra- 
ces, by him who, to ſnatch you from the bondage 
of hell, gave himſelf up a captive to the rage of his 
enemies, and ſuffer'd a cruel and ignominious death. 
And all he deſires of you in return is, that you love 
him with all the gratitude you are capable of, and 
expreſs your gratitude to him by a ready, chearfuf, 
ſteady obſervance of the few precepts he has given 
you for your good alone. And O divine benefac- 
tor | Is it much that we ſhould love ourſelves truly 
by loving ourſelves in and through thee? Are thy 
favours fo fruitleſs to us, that we cannot find in our 
hearts to be friends to ourſelves in the gratitude - 
thou requireſt us to pay to thee? Ms ein 
It the ſovereign” gratitude then which you owe - 
to your Almighty benefa&or, has no charms to at · 
tract you, Beloved, to the exact obſervance of his 
facred laws, at leaſt let your own intereſt prevaiÞ 
with you. Know then, Chriſtians, that the whole 
great affair of your eternal falvation, abſolutely de- 
pends upon it.» If you will enter into liſe, leep ib 
commandme nis, ſays your bleſſed redeemer. It is 
not enough for you to believe in the command 
ments, and the Divine Author of them, ner to 
make an open acknowledgment of that belief in bare 
words. You may call out upon God to the end of 
life, Lord, Lord; but if your obedience to bim, 
keeps not pace with your faith in him, your ac- 


knowledging the Lord to be your Gov will only in- 


creaſe your guilt. If Iam your Lord, uber i 
boncur, God will ſay? If I am your maſter, where” 
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i 'my fear ? Na, No: Not all who ſoy to me Lord, | 


Lord, ſays Ohriſt, ſhall enter into the kin | 
Heaven, — he 2 4 the will of 8 
who is in Heaven, be ſhall enter into the kingdom 
/ Heaven, Here then, my friends, is a plain de- 
monſtration how much your intereſt is concern id in 
keeping the commandments of GOD. You cannot 
enter into Heaven, without doing the will of the e- 
ternal Father; you cannot do his will without fulfill- 
ing his commandments, then, without fultilling 
them, you cannot enter into Heaven, you cannot 
be faved. Wherefore, beloved, if you think it 
ur intereſt to attain to a bleſſed futurity, you 
mult think it your intereſt to obey Goy's 
For no one can ever hope to reach to any end, who 
is reſolved to neglect the means. And, that theſe 
are eſſential means, appears from what I have juſt 
ſaid; as well as from the words. of St. Faul, in my 


text, That theſe laws were given, by God, on pur- 


P 
poſe, that the promiſe by tbe faith of Jeſus Chriſt 
might be given to them who believe. | 
III. But then you will tell me, that to lay hold 
of theſe means you ſtand in need of others, Tis 
very true you do ſo: However thoſe other means 
are within our reach, and, therefore, you are abſo- 
ly inexeuſable if you do not make uſe of them. 

The firſt means then you ought to practiſe, to 
attain to a perfect obſervance of the commandments 
of God, is a firm reſolution, after the example of 
Holy David, I baus vow'd, ſays he, and reſolved 
te keep the gudgments of thy juſtice. Mou, Chriſ- 
tians, as well as Dauid, have vow'd, in your very 
baptiſm, to do this. But, ah] how. few of you 
have gone beyond à bare, taint reſolutien; which, 
if it was not broken as ſoon as made, was it for want 
of will, or of reaſon to enable you to break through 
them? Your paſſions, your humour and your ap- 
petites were not immediately thwarted by them; 
or, the greater awe you ſtood in to the Jawg of men 
than to thoſe of Gos, reſtraiu'd you from violat- 
ing, in fact, the precepts Which yaur hearts, per- 
haps, inwardly broke. For, O how very few among 
you, who here, can comfort your ſelves with 
the thought of never having diſobey'd one of the 

Ten Commandments, either in fact or wiſh; and, 
that, for the pure fear of God more tiban of 
man Alas, all the comfort then which now re- 
mains for you, is, that you have it in your power 
1 make him amends ſor the future, by renewing 
vour reſolutien af Naelity, and keeping it till death. 
But then, even That to be pleaſing to him, muſt be 
extended to all. You muſt make no one reſerve to 
yourſelves of any idol vice. Na, your refolution 
muſt extend to. all Gop 's precepis. For, he who 
ſen+-agginſt one part ef | the law, lays our apoſtle, 
is mage. guilty-of all. _ | | 


Now, to put this reſolution in ice, 
nauſt have a frequent recourſe A Gov 
for the aſſiſtance of his Grace. Say then, O-Chriſ. 
tians, and ſay often, to your heavenly law-giver, 
with St. Auguſtin, ** Give, O Lord, what thou 
% commandeſt, and command what thou pleaſeſt.” 


Yes, grant us, O Go, the giver of all help, thy 


ſaving grace to fulfill thy divine laws, and then give 
us ſuch laws as ſhall beſt pleaſe thy divine Majeſty, 
The great obſtacle to your performing Gop's will 
is temptation, and the great remedy your Saviour 
preſcribes you againſt this obſtacle is, Hray, that you 
enter not into temptation. Prayer then muſt neceſ. 
ſarily be a powerful means to enable you to per- 
form, with meſs and fidelity, the will of Gop, 
in the obſervance of his commandments. 

The next means is, to make the will and law of 
Gon your earneſt ſtudy; for, alas, how is it poſſ- 
ble you ſhould-ever attain to the perfect practice of 
what you neither know nor labour to know ? It ws 
this ſacred ſtudy which employ'd the life of the 
royal prophet. Thy law, O Lord, fays he, is ny 
meditation day and night. It was the frequent ap- 
plication to this ſtudy which enabled him to Te: 
treſh delight from it every time he applied mcf 
I bave placed my delight, ſays he, in the words of 
thy mouth ; and it was that delight raiſed him to 
ſuch a degree of perfection, as finiſh'd him a man 
according to 'Gop's own heart. Ah, Chriſtians, 
Chriſtians! Jou -tao, you all might become crew 
tures, according to'Gop's own. heart, would you 
but place your chief delight in ſtudying the com- 
mandments of Gop, in order to find out his bleſſed 
will, and put it in ꝓrattice. 

But then, to do this eſſe 0 muſt have 
recourle'to ſelf-denial.and mortification. They who 
are of Chriſt, ſays St. Paul, bave crucified their feſt 
with their vices and caneupiſcences. St. Paul, by expt- 
rience, knew that there is a jaw in the fleſh repugnint 
to the law of the mind, and, therefore, was well al. 
ſured, that none can be faithful diſciples of Chrif, 
or ſineere obſervers of his commandments, who 0 
not, from their hearts, declare war to the law f 
the fleſh, by ſelf - denial and mortification. Thi 
he himſelf: did, aud this you muſt do to render you 
ſtudy of the divine laws fruit ful to you. If you ſob 
due your fleſh: and your appetites ; they will not be 
able to diſturb you in the obſervance of your We 
lity-to'Gop. Bur, O, my/Gop ! How is it 
ſible to ſerve thee and ſerve the fleſh, which 1 
repugnant to thy laws? 

There is yet another means which will rende al 
the reſt eaſy to you, that is, to reflect on, to cod 
vince and poſſeſs yourſelves of this infallible rtf, 
that the obſervance: of theſe laws is neither grew 
nor difficult as your corrupt nature would — 
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ave 


ſuade you. If you beſtow any favours upon any of 
your fellow-creatures, you. think it no. grievance to 
expect that they love, and be grateful and reſpect- 
ful to you for them, eſpecially, if the little return 
they make you, you-yourſelves afford them the 
means of making, and more eſpecially, if you court 
their gratitude, by the encouraging promiſes of 
freſh and greater favours. Where then is the 
mighty grievance in _ being required to love, 
thank, and be gratefully reſpectful to your eternal 
BenefaQor, who expecta no returns, from you, but 
what he himſelf generouſly. gives you the grace and 
means to make, and encourages you to by eternal 
and ineffable promifes? Y ou-yourſelves are jealous 
enough of the. fafery of your perſons, property, 
peace and reputation: And think it no grievance on 
others to be reſtrained from difturbing you in the 
poſſeſſion. of them. Where then is the harſhip in 
your being required* to dv by others, as you wiſh 
they fou do by you? And, what difficulty can 
attend the Ace of theſe duties, yu uu may 
have the affiſtance of Gep's grace to enable you to 
_— them, if you will but vouchfafe to — * uſe 
it? 

It will be a poor excuſe, in the day of jud; 
Chriſtians, for any of your tranſgreſſions of theſe 
ſacred} commandments,, to ſay, with ſome proteſ- 
tants, that they were impoſſible to be kept. The 
evidence of Gps e Son will, undoubtedly, 
be preferred to any you- can bring,. and he will 
then remind you of what he has already told you, 
that his yoke is ſweet,. and bis burden light. The 
Apoſtles, who will then be the jury, to give their 
verdict, for or againſt you, will reproach you with 
Raving taught you the ſame. Remember, O pre- 
varicators, St, 7obn will ſay, what I have once 


| told you. This it the will of God, that you keep" 


bis commandments, and bir commandments are not 


grievous, And, what, O diſabedient Chriſtians, . 


what reply will you be able to make? * 
. See you not then, how much your eternal ſalva⸗ 
tion depends — a perfect obſervance of theſe ſa+ 
cred laws ? The glory 
cern'd in ſeeing that either 
_ orally fo — doing ſo. Vour whole Chriſ- 
ity e ends, in part, upon our ſteady 
adherence to them. For, why is the — as my 
text ſays? Is it not put for guarding you from 
tranſgreſſions againſt the duties of that, that the 


| Promiſe by the faith of ru ChRI8 T may be 


\ 


of Gov is abſolutely con- 
fulfill them, or ſuf- 
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given to them who believe? Will not the ſame ſo- 
vereign Lord then, who has. promiſed. everlaſting, 
ineffable rewards, to all faithful diſciples of Chriſt, 
who ſhall keep theſe commandments, will not he, I 
lay, etermally and rigoroufly puniſh all faithleſs 
Chriſtians, who ſhall dare to violate them? Yeu, 
then, O beloved, are bound to comply with them, 
not only by all the ſacred ties of juftice, equi 

and gratitude to Gop, but even ſelintereſt. 
For, not only the glory of your Almighty Benefac- 
tor, but even your own felt-prefervation,. temporal 
and eternal, is at ſhake. Begin then, Chriſtians, begin 


this important work. 'The taſk. is extremely ly, 


and the means to effect it are in your own 
Renew the reſolutions of fidelity; implore. the grace 
of God to gut them in conſtant practice; mortify 
the laws of your fleſh, that you may make the laws 
of Gop your conſtant ſtudy; and, the more you 
ſtudy them the. leſs difficulty 2 find in, them; 
nay, the delight they will affond you, will perfect 
and finiſh you, creatures according to God's on 
heart. Gos will honour you with his love, when 
you expreſs your love to him, by a faithful adhe- 


- rence to his bleſſed will in theſe commandments. - 
For, to tts end alone did he give them to vou, 

| xtumty of ſhe wing him 
your love, by fulfilling, them for” his ſake, And 


that you might have 
what is there ſo unre ble in this, that youreans 
not comply with it. O, my Goo, fy Bt 
« gu/iin,, what is man, that thou ſhould” 

% be beloved. by him, and-menace him into lovi 


* thee,. by. threatening him with ſevere, eternal 
„„ if be ivy nork. Jo trans. TH 


«© hauſtible goodneſs, a ſufficient: punifliment;of-it- 
ſelf, nayy. the, worſt, of puniſhments-to be-with- 


* out the happineſs and delight of loving thee??? 
Tis ter curſe can befall a ra- 
one ſingle minute with - 
out loving Gon O, love him then, and love him 


Ah! Chriſtians, what 


tional creature than to 


effectually, in doing his bleſſed will in tha com- 
mandments he has given v Qbe; them with a 
perfect purity of mind, and humility. of heart. Do, 
and teach them, that yeu may deſerv 

reat in the kingdam e Heaven, . that the promiſe” 

| the faith of Tofu Cbriſi may be gi ven to you” 
who believe. Which is tha grace of pleaſimg Go 
in this life, and the bliſo of enjgying him for ve 
eternal, ineffable re warib in the next, -- Which, UA. 
in the nent . 1 e, fret n wo 
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| St. MATTHE W vi. 24, 33. 
No man can ſerve two maſlers. For eitber be will 
. bate the one, and love the other, or he will en- 
dure the one, and contemn the other. You can- 
not ſerve Gop and mammon. Seek therefore 

firſt the kingdom of Gop and bis juſtice. 


I Promiſed you, laſt Sunday, Chriſtians, ts explain 
1 to you the ſeveral commandments of Gop, in 
particular, when the text, of either the epiſtle or 

ſpel, of the day, ſhall afford me the opportunity. 
And, what fairer opportunity could I wiſh, than 
that which the words 7 my text omar me 3 
Seek the kingdom of Go and bis jnſtice, ſays 
your Wind 4p wk Go then and "i Ju 2 
are to be preferr*d by you to all the works of his 


hands; and conſequently to all other beings beſides 


Himſelf, For, there is no other intermediate ex- 
iſtence between Gop and his creatures. Whatever 
is not Gop himſelf his creature, and whatever 1s 
created is inferior to Gop and dependent upon Gp. 
To this divine Being then, this ſupreme Author of 
alf things, your Saviour tells you, you arc to give 
the ſovereign preference before all other beings. 
And what is this but confirming and enforcing that 
commandment which his eternal Father gave to his 
people, by the hand of Moſes, Thou ſhalt not bave 

any flyrange gods re Me, This is the firſt and 
greateſt of the Ten Commandments which Gop 
has given you, and; cherefore this juſtly demands 
the'firſt place in your ſtudy and practice. Without 
fulfilling this, vain and fruitleſs will be all your en- 
deavours to comply with the reſt. And, even, if 
you could obſerve them, what would, ot cotthd they 
. avail you, while yon fulfill them not in obedience 
te the Lord who commands you ? If you ſeek not 
Ris kingdom and juſtice 'before all other things: If 
you place any thing out of kim, above him, or 
upon à level with him in your actions, your 
thoughts, or your wiſhes; You have ſtrange god: 
before him, Gop is no longer your Sovereign, 
20 Lord, or your Maſter. No, the beings you 
ove preferably to, or equally with him, are your 
gods. Though to ſpeak properly, it is abſolutely 
impoſſible for you to love or ſerve any object equally 
with him. What you do not wholly prefer him 
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to, you muſt prefer to him. The mind, or heart 
of man, like his eye, is limited and determined to 
one ſingle principal object, and cannot tend different 
ways. No man can ſerve two maſters; for either 
be will hate the one and love the other, or, be will 
endure the one, and contemn the other. This is 
unalterably true, whenever the maſters are divided 
and oppoſit in their commands, or the affection and 
ſervices of the dependences are not ſubordinate. 
There is no medium then between your loving and 
enduring Gop, and hating and deſpiſing the com- 
mands of every other being which are not ſubor- 
dinate to his, and your doing quite the contrary, 

In a word, You cannot ſerve GoD and mammon, 

No, my ſovereign Lord Gop, thou ar't a jealow 

Gov, who wil't have no ſharer in the hearts of 

thy own creating. How long then, ſays the pro- 

phet Elias; and how long, ſay I, bow long, O giddy 

mortals, balt you on two ſides. If the Lord be God, 

follow him; but if Baal be God, even follow him. 

In ſhort, either ſerve Gop as you ſhould do by 
ſerving him above all things; or renounce hin 
and have ſtrange Gods before him. For, you cat- 
not ſerve God and mammon. You have no othe! 
chance then, for any part with Gop than faithful 
to comply with this great commandment of having 
no ſtrange Gods of your own erecting in the pre- 
ſence of the Lord your Gop : to avoid which j% 
muſt ſeek firſt and before all things him and hi 
juſtice. To direct you in which will be the pur- 
poſe. of my preſent diſcourſe, 'which I ſhall pur 
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poſely divide into three parts, the better to they 
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III. To give Y du ſome uſeful inſtructions i 
8 . complying With theſe great, 0 


% OO thou, dear, gracious Gop, who merciful! 
« deigneſt to be * of theſe uſeleſs hear's © 
* ours, O, take them under thy tuition, a 

* inſtru, and warm them, with the holy my 
* they ought to have for -thee, as that the) may 
« be ever wholly thine,” I Every 


ee DV © ww ED 


— > - < 


J. Every one of the commandments is a kind of 


two-fold precept, enjoining ſome good which is to 
be practiced, and forbidding ſome evil, which ought 
to be avoided. The good then, which you are di- 
rected to practice, by the firſt commandment, is, 
to acknowledge God, for what he is, the ſupreme 
Lord and author of all things, to love honour and 
ſerve him, as ſuch, above, and before, all things, 
and with your all, yourſelves even included. Now, 
this cannot be done, but by faith, hope, charity, 
and religion. You ſtand in need of faith, to ac- 
knowledge and pay that deference which is due to his 
unſearchable, yet infallible truth, from your ſhal- 
low fallacious underſtandings. It is by hope, that 
you muſt be enabled to rely on the all-knowing in- 
finity of his wiſdom, for the bleſſings you want 
from his providential care. By charity, it is that 

ou can alone be taught to reſpeQ, love and prefer 


im, to all beſide him, as your ſovereign good, 


worthy all your affection. And finally, it is by 
the virtue of religion that you are inſtructed to pay 
him the homage you owe to him, as the firſt au- 
thor and ſource of all things. 

Faith, then, is à divine virtue, a gift of Gob 
in our ſouls, a gift which all may have for aſking 
it, and a gift by which we are enabled to hold for 
undoubted infallible truth, whatever Gop has re- 
veal'd to his church. This virtue has different 
aQs, expreſt by the divines in the following Latis 
terms, Credere DEUM, Credere in DEUM, that is, 
in Engliſh, the believing Gop to be, and the belie- 
ving in Gop. The believing God to be, imports 
nothing more than the ſteadfaſt belief, which in 
ſpite of the moſt atheiſtical diſpoſitions of heart, 
all men muſt, and actually have of the exiſtence 
and eſſential attributes of the Almighty. And, O, 
the exalted riches of thy wiſdom, knowledge and 
other ineffable attributes, my Gop ! How immenſe 
muſt not the glory of thy Majeſty be which can 
force the acknowledgement of thy exiſtence, from 
the corrupted underitandings, even, of thoſe repro- 
bate fools, whoſe flagitious lives, and ſelf reproach- 
ing ccnſciences, make them ſigh, and ſay in their 
bearts, there is no God! But, ah, why do the 
hearts of theſe miſcreants bely their intellects; why 
do they vainly wiſh, my Gop, that thou was't 
not what thou ar't, but, that the guilt of the 
crimes, they are too wicked to repent and - atone 
for, makes them tremble at the rigor of that juſtice 
which they know to be inſeparable from thee ? 
The believing in God, is that belief by which we 
adhere to all the doctrins and m ſteries, which the 
divine Majeſty has been leaſed to reveal to us, by 
the means of Chriſt and his church. And this, G, 
eternal tfuth, how can we refuſe to do, while we 

eve thee to be the Gop of verity, who neither 
nels deceive, nor be thyſelf deceived ; whilſt 
or. II. 
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thou has't commanded us to obey the church of 
thy eſtabliſhing, and promiſed to guide that church 
into all truth? And, moreover, the believing in 
God, ſignifies, that filial confidence and truſt we 
ought to repoſe, firſt and chiefly in Gop, in all our 
3 as well as eternal exigencies. 

he other next divine virtue, call'd hope, is 2 
gift by which you are enabled to rely on the good- 
neſs of the atmighty for eternal life, and all the 
bleſſings neceſſary and conducive to it, or conſiſ- 
tent with it; as well as for grace, particularly to 
make a right uſe of the reſt. The acts of this are 
prayer and ejaculation, fervour of tongue and ſtea- 
dineſs of heart. And, O all-powerful infinit wiſ- 
dom of my God! Who can deſpond or call th 
mercies in queſtion, whoſe unlimited mightineſs is 
capable of doing every thing which is beſt for us, 
and whoſe immenſe Knowledge cannot be deceived 
in what is beſt for us. ; 

It is by the virtue of Charity, I told you, Chri- 
ftians, if you remember that you muſt be inſpired 
to love Gop above all things, yourſelves not ex- 
cepted. This is one of the grand duties enjoin'd 
us by this commandment, and the chief of them. 
But, O Dear, heavenly Lord, what need is there 
to command us this. Can we avoid loving thee a- 
bove all things, in whom alone our ſovereign jo 
conſiſts, Can we have ſouls and not repay, with 
all the love we are capable of, that ſweet exceſs of 
goodneſs, which makes thee ever watchful to exert 
thy infinit power and wiſdom, to do whatever is 
beſt for us? . 

Theſe, Chriſtians, theſe then are the divine vir- 
tues Gop requires you, by this commandment, to 
be poſſeſt of. And, if you ſet out in his ſervice 
with theſe, they will naturally beget in your ſouls 
the moral virtue of religion. A virtue, this, by 
which you are taught to render Gop the honour 
and external homage due to him, and to render 
them in the manner which the Church preſcribes to 
you. . That is, in few words: To adore Almighty 
Gon, as your ſovereign author, to ſerve him faith- 
tully, and to give him tokens of your gratitude, 
love and reverence, by ſubmitting to the doctrins 
and pious practices taught you by his avow'd mini- 
ſters. Such are, for example, the praying to him 
reverently on your knees, the addreſſing him with 
devotion, the offering ſacrifices to him of morti- 
fication, alms-deeds and thankſgiving, the aſſiſting 
frequently and decently at divine ſervice, but eſpe- 
cially, and always, when in your power, on days 
of obligation, and, finally, the approaching, with 
reſpect, frequency and fervour to the holy facra-. 
ments. And, O divinely, gracious benefactor! Ia 
it too much for us to do this little for love of thee 
and in compliance with thy bleſſed will, when thou 
has't done and ſuffer'd ſo much for and by us? 

| N II. And 


II. And yet this you are abſolutely, tho tacitly, 
enjoin'd by the firſt commandment, and therefore 
cannot ſerve God but are ſervants of mammon as 
often as you negle& the practice of theſe virtues, 
The fins oppoſit to theſe are fir /i the disbelieving, or 
doubting of, any truth which regards the goodneſs, 
gregtneſs, or wiſdom of Gon; ſecondly the deſpai- 
ring of the divine mercy, huilding too much on your 
own ſtrength, or neglecting to recur to him in time of 
need. Tbiraly to hate God, not to love him, or what 
is little better to love him leſs or only equally with 
yourſelyes or other creatures; to murmur at his pro- 
vidence, or not confide in or thank him for it. And 
laſtly to be flothfyl in his worſhip and ſervice, by 
fighting. the precepts and ceremonies with whic 
his church direQs you to honour and ſerve him, or 
elſe to be any ways acceſſory to on ſloch, negli- 
Serre omiſſion, or irreverence of others. 

ut more eſpecially oppoſit io the poſitive in- 
junctions of this commandment is, the pay ing to 
agy other being, the ſovereign honour due to GO 
alone. This is forbidden in expreſs terms, by the 
very negative part of this precept itſelf, Thou ſbal t 
nof bave any firange Gods befere me, Not that the 
Almighty in theſe words acknowledges, or allows 
you to ſuppoſe the exiſtence of any divine, ſupreme 
being, other than himſelf. No; All that can be 
inferr'd from this, is a ſtriq prohibition 10 you of 
ſetting up, in your affection or eſteem, any of his 
creatures in competition with his ſacred Sovereign 
lajeſty, or paying to thoſe or any of them, the ſu- 
preme worſhip which is juſtly due to him, and on- 
ly-to.him. A crime is this which you may be, 
and ah, Chriſtians! how often are you guilty of in in- 
numerable manners. The principal and moſt com- 
mon ways however of falling into this groſs kind of 
impiety are, Firſt, in oppoſition to faith, the cal- 
ling in queſtion any of the perfections of Gop, or 
peryerſely admitting a plurality of Gods; the ha- 
ving recourſe to conjurers, fortune-tellers, dreams, 
a uguries. omens, fuperſtitious ſcrolls, herbs, words, 
enchantments, ſpells, prayers ſaid backwards, or 
giving credit to any other ſuch prophane and ſacri- 
legious abſurdities. And O thou, infathomable 
wiſdom | What indignity do not they offer to thee, 
who preſume by ſuch narrow means, to dive into 
thy hidden ſecrets, .who cannot know thee at all, 
without knowing that thy judgments are incom- 
prehenſible, and thy ways unſearchable I Secondly 


you, may offend. againſt this negative part of the 


divine. precept, by expecting from Satan or his mi- 
ſters by ſuch means, that information or ſuccour 
which God alone has the power of diſpenſing: Or. 


exen by placing a greater dependence on fortune, 


and ſecond, cauſes than on him and his all- ſufficient 


providence, Ah fooliſh mortals, if Gop is not 


Jour reipge, Whither will you fly for redreſs? W ho 
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can give hat heis reſolved to deny you? For What i 
Gop 1s great as our Gop, ſays the Pſalmiſt? And a 
what ſuccour can you hope from him, while you are t 
mortally offending him, by the dependence you fix t 
on hangs infinitly inferior to him. No: My Gov, n 
thou ar't too juſt a Lord, not to diſappoint the hopes di 
and curious expectations of all thoſe who impiou t. 
ſeek any knowledge or redreſs from thee, yet ſeek ce 
it out of thee. For, thy way, as thy prophet aſ- ci 
{ures us, is in the ſea, the abyſs of thy 27 un- li 
ble wiſdom, ard thy paths in many waters: at 

_ track — thy 0 providence, is not to co 
trodden by mortal enquirers, and 1b 
a be — quirers, and tb. fleps ſball — 
It you want to be more fully convinced of this h 
infallible truth, caſt but an x, Chriſtians, on g 
the faithful Daniel. In the ſixth chapter of his be 
prophecy, we are informed, that Darius placed him to 
and two more, as princes and chief miniſters under int 
him over the whole kingdom of the Medes, and Frr- dif 
Jens. The other two were nothing leſs ſollicitous, the 
and perhaps nething leſs qualified to execute their Bu 
important office, to the ſatisfaction of their ſove- me 
reigu than Daniel. But ſtill with all their ſollici- me 
tude and natural abilities, they were not able to keep ſell 
upon an equality with him; and why ſo, but be- to 1 
cauſe-their dependence was on their own little arts the 
and other vicious means, whereas all Daniel's re- wa: 
courſe for aſſiſtance was to Gop alone, the Gov vou 
who created him, and raiſed him to the exalted f- the 
tion he was in. Therefore, was it, ſays the ſacred afte 
text, that Daniel paſ7'd all the princes and gebr. Ah 
nori, becauſe there was the ſpirit of Gov more am of t 
ple in Bim. This, however, the princes were to the 
much hood-wink'd by their paſſions to ſee. The! and 
knew indeed that Daniel was inſeparably attachedt9 nou! 
the honour and ſervice of Gop, but would not be to y. 
convinced that it was the protection of that ſupreme ous! 
Lord, which ſecured to him the favour of his eartb- amb 
ly prince; and therefore reſolved to make his mea 
ty to God, a means of deſtroying him in the fi- then 
your of his mortal ſovereign. For fuch wa the and | 
uprightneſs of this virtuous courtier, that they cod Dan 
find no method to make him revolt againſt the com | delit 
mands of one of theſe maſters, but by rendering him 
oommands of theinferior inconſiſtent with thoſe o the the r 
ſuperior. Accordingly they ſet about their infernal de hear! 
vice, and draw the king into ſigning an edit, 1 — 
which all his ſubjects were commanded to traneſer fi onge 
thirty days, the ſovereign honour and conf der Fa oe 
they owed to their Creator, to their mortal prince, = 
a creature like themſelves, and the helpleb "i BW ee 
of his Almighty- hands: And that under vo E . 
horrible a penalty, than the being expoſed without | very 
redreſs, to the devouring rage of hungry vor 2 hes 
fact, the unguarded-monarch ſign'd the imp'0® ont mack 

cree, and Daniel ſet it at defiance. - O lem 
| in 


1 delity to the — and the Almighty rewarded 
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indifcreetly zealous Daniel, you would cry, in ſuch 
4 circumſtance, Chriſtians, what a raſhneſs is this 
to expoſe thyſelf to inevitable ruin. How durſt 
thou openly diſobey thy ſovereign, or Where is the 
neceſſity of doing it. Surely God will forgive a 
diſobedience to him, where ſo much hazard attends 
the obeying him. Has't thou no regard for the 
commands of thy king ? No fear of the rage of vora- 
cious lions. Yes, yes, Daniel would reply, if he 
lived'in-your days, I honour the one, and tremble 
at the * as much as you could do. But Gob 
commands me to honour, and rely upon bim, and 
my earthly ſovereign commands me to diſobey my 
Gov; which then am I to obey? Both I cannot, 
no man can ſerve two "maſters at once, whete their 
commands are ſo oppoſit. And ſurely Gop muff 
be obey'd rather than men. If the rage of hons 1s 
to be dear d, how much more horrible is it to fall 
into the vengeful hands of the ue Fer If T 
diſobey him, what created power can fcreen me from 
the fury of the demons he will commit me to ? 
But if to honour him, Idiſregard the commands.and 
menaces of men; he who created me, and raiſed 
me to what I am, he who creates monarchs them- 
ſelves, and gives to lions their ſtrength can ſeeure 
to me the favour of the one, and protect me from 
the fury of the others. It was even fo, Panel 
was thrown into the den of lions; yet not to bè de- 
voured, or even moleſted by them, but to whet 
their appetites for cruſhing his enemies, who were 
afterwards thrown to them for food in his ſtead. 
Ah Chriſtians ! What an irreſiſtible conttaſt is here, 
of the ſafety of relying on God, and giving him 
the preference to all things in your minds and hearts, 
and the ruin which attends the giving away his ho- 
nour to ſtrangers, or, in other words, the erecting 
to yourſ. lves any ſtrange Gops before bim. The impi- 
ous princes, the ſervants of mammon built all their 
ambitious hopes on their own artifices, and vicious 
means independent on Gop, and Gop diſappointed 

them, they loſt their prince's favour, loſt their lives, 
and fell the unpitied prey to their own infidelity. 

Daniel ſet all powers at defiance, to maintain his fi- 


im even in this lite, with a compleat triumph over. 


heart of the very prince, whom for his ſake he had 
diſobey d. Can you then, Chriſtians, heſitate any 
longer, to repoſe your whole faith and confidence, 
in this all- powerful gracious Gov. No, my Gop, 
from this minute forward, Thou alone thalt be our 
God; no longer will we have any ſlrange Gods be- 
Henceforth be baniſh'd from our hearts, 
every idol incliration, which is wide of thee. No, 
onger will we in oppoſition to that charity which 
thou demandeſt of us, love thee leſs, or only as 
much as thy leſs lovely creatures. No more in oppo- 
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ſition to our religious duty, will we ſet thy truth and 
prech ts at defiance, by ſchiſm, hereſy, ſacrilege or 
uperſtition. No: Full ſorry are we from our in- 
moſt ſouls, that ever we offended ſo powerful, fo 
wife, and good a Gop, by theperverſe negle& of 
thy tremendous worſhip in public or in private, or 
by the leaſt irrevetence we have committed in the 
homage due to thee from us. And to atone for this 
the beſt we are able, our only ſtudy hereafter ſhall 
be, to love, to ſerye, and bonour thee above all elſe, 
to. pray to thee in public and in private, with all the 
faith, the confidence and piety, which through thy 
grace we can attain to. And rather will we ſuffer 
all the deaths, which diabolic cruelty or malice can 
invent, than ever once conſent again to offend thee 
by ons marlin gen f f. ge, 
Such, Chaiſtiant, ſuch is the diſpoſition you muſt 
be in io be ede if this . com- 
mandment. Aud now: tell me, I beſeech, you, if 
you can, what i ere ſo grie vous, in your prac- 
tiſing the good which it enjoins you, or in avoiding 
the evil it forbids you, that you cannot find in 
P. hearts to obey it, with a perfect compliance, 
f there is no grievance in it, conſult your own in- 
tereſt, then, by opeying it as hecomes Chriſtians; 
and that you * the be — ey Ap do, 1 
hall now proceed to | give you ſome inſtructions, 
towards the accompliſhment of this great duty. 


8 W % ot | 10 | 
III. And what more can I ſay, than what your 
divine Redeemer ſays to you, in the words of my 
text, /cek firſt; the, li ngdem of Goh and his juſtice; 
All 1 can add is, that your own intereſt is congern'd 
in doing this. You. ſee, and be tells you, that no 
man can ſerue twe maſſers, who are not ſubordinate 
to,cach-other, and W hoſe commands are oppoſit. 
The reaſon is plain, as the heart of man is limited 
to one principal object either be wjtl lo us the. one 
and bate the other, or be will endure the one and 
condemn the other. In ſhort, you cannot ſerve 
Gop and mammon. As often therefore as you ne- 
glect to ſeek firft the kingdom of Gop and bir ju- 
ſlice, it is mammon you ſerve and not Gop. Whereas- 
St. Peter tells you in the name of the holy-Ghoſt, 


vw | ver that Go is ts be obey'd ratber than men. And* 
the rage of lions, over his enemies, and over the 


what bleſſings can you hope or expect from him, 
when you have recourſe to any other being indepen- 
dent on or to him? For doing thus you ere& ano--- 
ther Gop in your hearts, in oppoſition" to him in his 
commandment which —_— forbids you to haue 
any ſlrange Gobs before bim. 

Is it not then, you'll ſay perhaps, contrary to this 
commandment to pray to ſaints, or to kneel: before 
their relics, or any devout pictures and graven ima- 
ges, as the words of the precept itſelf ſeem to ex- 
preſs. No, I anſwer: after the manner which the 
church preſcribes and practices, it is not. We _ a 
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Gop alone with a ſupreme worſhip and to him 
lone addreſs our hopes and vows as to our ſove- 
reign help. To the ſaints we only pay an inferior 
| homage as to his favorites and our friends and inter- 
' ceſfors with him. So that all the honour we give 
to them is ultimately refunded in him. Nor is it 
true that Catholics pray to relics, pictures or ima- 
ges. No, We are, thank Gop,, too well inſtrue- 
ted not to know that thoſe inanimate things cannot 
aſſiſt us. Indeed we kneel before them and exter- 
nally revere them with a rclative worſhip, referring 
all our homage to the ſaints and myſteries they repre- 
ſent andremind us of, all which however weultimately 
refund in that great and good Gop, whom we adore 
and magnify as the ſupreme ſource and end not only 
of thoſe relics, pictures and images, but even of the 
ſaints and myſteries themſelves. The kneeling then 
before ſuch repreſentations is only defign'd as a ſe- 
condary means to elevate the mind and fix the at- 
tention on pious ſubjects by the help of external ob- 
je&s. Wherefore the reſpecting them can no more 
without abſutdity, be deem'd idolatry, than the 
kiſſing or reſpecting the picture or letter of a near 
relation or intimate friend. It is well known by 
melancholy experience that looſe and unſeemly pic- 
tures will raiſe vicious ideas in the mind, and are 
therefore judged worthy of the greateſt deteſtation, 
by all men of virtue and ſolidity. Surely then ſome 
reſpect is due to ſuch devout objects as are preſen- 
ted to our view, to help us to virtuous pious ideas at 
the time we moſt ſtand in need of them, and when 
our common enemy is the moſt buſy to raiſe in our 
imagination every thing that is 
neſs of prayer. This reaſoning will appear the more 
weighty to every-one who does but refleCt on the 
corruption of human nature, which is ſo averſt from 
all that is ſpiritual, that it ſtands in need of every 
help to devotion. And that devout objects are 
ſome help to it, cannot be denied. 
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hut to reaſſume the thread of my diſcourſe, You 


poſit to the buſi. 


can now, Chriſtians, no longer plead ignora 

any breach of this ſacred 8 2. 
then of being perverſely diſobedient to it. I have 
told you the ſeveral obligations it lays you under 
and it is your intereſt as well as duty, to lay hold 
on every means which may help you to the grace 
neceſſary for performing it with fidelity. The 
moſt effectual means however will be to make fre- 
quent and fervent acts to Gop of faith, hope, and 


' charity, My Gov I ſteadfaſlly believe in all the 


truths which thou and thy holy church reveal tome 
andamready to part with life rather than ever depart 
from thy holy faith, to follow the illuſion of m 

own fallacious comprehenſion. I hope in thy —. 
cy, place a firm confidence in thy provident bounty 

and rely wholly on thy wiſdom to direct me in all my 
concerns, Yes, my Go, I and all here preſent, 
love thee and love thee above all things for thy - 
dorable ſake alone, becauſe thou only ar't above 
all things lovely. 2 | 


Whoever loves Gop from his heart will often 
be warm with theſe devout ſentiments. He may 
truly be ſaid to love Gop, who makes it the dail 
ftudy of his life, to do what he knows to be the mol 
agreeable in the eyes of the Almighty. But he 
cannot be ſaid. to love him at all, who ſecks not 
firſt in all things him and his juſtice. Do this 
then, Chriſtians, that you may fulfill this las. 
Let Gop be your firſt view in all things, «nd 
poſſeſſing him, all things conſiſtent with the ci. 
Joyment of him will be given to 'you beſides, all 
things you can realey want, or realonably wiſh ei- 
ther in this life, or in the world to come. White! 
I beſeech Gop of his infinit Mercy ſafely tv 
conduct you. In the Name, &c. 
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On the Fiftcenth SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


St. LUKE. vii. 12. 

When Ixs us came nigh to the gate of the city of 
Naim, bebold a dead man was carried forth, the 
only ſon of bis mother ; and ſhe was @ widow, 
and a great multitude of the city with ber. Whom 
when our Lord bad ſeen, being moved with mercy 
upon ber be ſay'd to ber, weep not. And to the 
dead man, young man, I ſay to thee, ariſe. And 
be that was dead, ſat up and began to u And 
fear took them all; and they magnified God, ſay- 
ing, that Gop hath viſited bis people. 


ts HE major par of readers, of the Holy Scrip- 
u 


tures, are but mere ſuperficial attenders to 


the ſacred doctrins and ſpiritual treaſures therein 


contain'd. The indolence of ſome, and the pride 
of others, are the real cauſes why, out of ſo many 
Chriſtians, who apply themſelves, even with a de- 
vout intention, to this holy ſtudy, ſo very few ”P 
benefit from it. Some give themſelves up to ſuc 

a ſhameful indolence of mind, as blinds their intel- 
leQs with a kind of lethargic ſtupidity, and ſuffers 
them neither to ſee nor come within the reach of 
any thing beyond an outſide comprehenſion of ſen- 
ſitive ideas. And theſe, while they read, or hear, 
the Word of Gop, wholly burying their attention 
in the bare letter of the text, loſe all the delight 
and profit they might reap from the inſtructive myſ- 


teries, which are figuratively conch'd under the 


letter. Others again, led into the oppoſit extreme, 
by the eagerneſs of an overſtraining pride and curi- 


oſity, more from a vain ambition of ſhewing their 


penetration, than from the humble defire of gain- 
ing holy knowledge, ſcornfully paſs by the moſt 
obvious beauties, to run in ſearch of the hidden. 


And theſe, in reading the ſacred Scriptures, heed- 


leſsly overlook'd the rich inſtructions offered them 
in the literal ſenſe, to pry into the more, ſublime 
myſteries contained in the allegory, which, how- 
ever, are too exalted for the approaches of curio- 
ity and preſumption. Whence it too often hap- 
pens, that wilful y turning their backs on the one, 
they are juſtly dazzled out of the ſight of the 


others : And precipitate into the moſt abſurd depths 
of ignorance and error, by preſuming to ſoar above. 
the humble bounds of their ſtation and capacity. 


What wonder then is it, that theſe, however good 
Vol. II. ä 


Jod, might be, ſhould loſe, at leaſt, one half the 
pleaſure and r they might reap from ſo re- 
ligious an exerciſe, if not the whole. Fools that 
they are, the one ſort for want of exerting a pious 
diligence accompanied with humility, the others, 
for want of curbing their arrogance with a lowli- 
neſs of mind, either read, at beſt, with little fruit, 
or wreſt what they read to their own. petdition, as 
St. Peter ſays. Ah, Chriſtians, it is to ſuch ſloth- 
ful or arrogant mortals as theſe, that your Saviour 
tells you, all things are done in parables, that ſee- 
** ing they may ſee and not ſee, and hearing they 
may hear and not underſtand, Leſt at any time 
they ſhould be converted, and their ſins be for- 
„given them.” Alas, what a terrible puniſhment 
this, and yet how, juſt! For, how juſtly do not 
they deſerye to have all lights and graces lock'd/up 
from them, who thus dare to approach this divine 
fountain of lights and graces only in the diſpoſition 
to abuſe them. Have a care then, Chriſtians, what 
you do. Study the will of Gov in the Holy Scrip- 
tures : You can't ſtudy them too often; but then, 
let not ſloth get the better of you; nor yet pride. 
Read them with humility, and peruſe them with 
induſtry. Be not content with reaping one half the 
benefit they are capable of yielding you, by looking 
no farther than the letter. And yet, when you 
carry your ſearches farther, let pride have no part 
in your induſtry, but begin by the letter. If you 
attend to that with the diligence you eught, and 
with a due deference to Gob's church and miniſ- 
ters, it will inſenſibly lead you to the more hidden 
myſtery it infolds. Nothing will ſooner or more 
effefually convince you of this undeniable truth, 
than a practical comment on the goſpel of this day, 
which is chiefly included in the Words of my text. 
And, therefore I ſhall make it the great end of my 
preſent diſcourſe to teach you practically the me- 
thod of reading the Word of Gop with fruit, by 
ſhewing you; | en 2991 


their original intention, in reading the holy word of 


I. The important inſtruQtions, which your Sa- 
viour gives you in the literal ſenſe of this paſ- 
ſage: And * 


1 
* 


I. Thoſe which may be den rom the more 


ſublime all hgure ingludes. | . 
ublime egory, or igang « Dim 


92 F 
Gop alone with a ſupreme worſhip and to him 
lone addreſs our hopes and vows as to our ſove- 
reign help. To the ſaints we only pay an inferior 
' homage as to his favorites and our friends and inter- 
ceſſors with him. So that all the honour we give 
to them is ultimately refunded in him. Nor is it 
true that Catholics pray to relics, pictures or ima- 
ges. No, We are, thank Gob, too well inftruc- 
ted not to know that thoſe inanimate things cannot 
aſſiſt us. Indeed we kneel before them and exter- 
nally revere them with a relative worſhip, referring 
all our homage to the ſaints and myſteries they repre- 
ſent andremind us of, all which however weultimately 
refund in that great and good Go, whom we adore 
and magnify as the ſupreme ſource and end not only 
of thoſe relics, pictures and images, but even of the 
ſaints and myſteries themſelves. The kneeling then 
before ſuch repreſentations is only defign'd as a ſe- 
condary means to elevate the mind and fix the at- 
tention on pious ſubjects by the help of external ob- 
jects. Wherefore the reſpecting them can no more 
without abſutdity, be deem'd idolatry, than the 
kiſſing or reſpecting the picture or letter of a near 
relation or intimate friend. It is well known by 
melancholy experience that looſe and unſeemly pic- 
tures will raiſe vicious ideas in the mind, and are 
therefore judged worthy of the greateſt deteſtation, 
by all men of virtue and ſolidity. Surely then ſome 
reſſ is due to ſuch devout objects as are preſen- 
ted to our vie w, to help us to virtuous pious ideas at 
the time we moſt ſtand in need of them, and when 
our common enemy is the moſt buſy to raiſe in our 
imagination e thing that is 3 to the buſi- 
neſs of prayer. This reaſoning will appear the more 
weighty to every-one who does but refleCt on the 
corruption of human nature, which is ſo averſt from 
all that is ſpiritual, that it ſtands in need of every 

to devotion. And that devout objects are 
ſome help to it, cannot be denied. 11 


hut to reaſſume the thread of my diſcourſe, You 


can now, Chriſtians, no longer plead ignorance for 
any breach of this ſacred commandment. Beware 
then of being perverſely diſobedient to it. I have 
told you the ſeveral obligations it lays you under 
and it is your intereſt as well as duty, to lay hold 
on every means which may help you to the grace 
neceſſary for performing it with fidelity. The 
moſt effectual means however will be to make fre. 
quent and fervent acts to Gop of faith, hope, and 


' charity, My Gov I ſteadfaſlly believe in all the 


truths which thou and thy holy church reveal to me 
and am ready to part with life rather than ever depart 
from thy holy faith, to follow the illuſion of my 
own fallacious comprehenſion. I hope in thy mer- 
Cy, place a firm confidence in thy provident bounty, 
and rely wholly on thy wiſdom to direct me in all my 
concerns, Yes, my Go, I and all here preſent, 
love thee and love thee above all things for thy a- 
dorable ſake alone, becauſe thou only ar't above 
all things lovely, | 


Whoever loves Gop from his heart will often 
be warm with theſe devout ſentiments. He may 
truly be ſaid to love Gop, who makes it the dal 
ftudy of his life, to do what he knows to be the mol 
agreeable in the eyes of the Almighty. But he 
cannot be ſaid to love him at all, who ſeeks not 
firſt in all things him and his juſtice. Do this 
then, Chriſtians, that you may fulfill this lav. 
Let Gop be your firſt view in all things, and 
poſſeſſing him, all things conſiſtent with the ci. 
joyment of him will be given to yen beſides, ill 
things you can realey want, or reaſonably wiſh ei- 
ther in this life, or in the world to come. Whitie! 
I beſeech Gop of his infinit Mercy ſafely tv 
conduct you. In the Name, &c. 
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St. LUKE. vii. 12. 

When Jxs us came nigh to the gate of the city of 
Naim, behold a dead man was carried forth, the 
only ſon of his mather ; and ſhe was a widow, 
and a great multitude of the city with ber. Whom 
when our Lord bad ſeen, being moved with mercy 
upon ber be ſay'd ta ber, weep not. And to the 
dead man, young man, I ſay to thee, ariſe. And 
be that wwas dead, ſat up and began to 55 And 
fear took them all; and they magnified God, ſay- 
ing, that Gop bath viſited bis people. | 


T HE major part of readers, of the Holy Scrip- 
. tures, are but mere ſuperficial attenders to 
the ſacred doctrins and ſpiritual treaſures therein 
contain'd. The indolence of ſome, and the pride 
of others, are the real cauſes why, out of ſo many 
Chriſtians, who apply themſelves, even with a de- 
vout intention, to this holy ſtudy, ſo very few reap 
benefit from it. Some give themſelves up to ſuch 
a ſhameful indolence of mind, as blinds their intel- 
lects with a kind of lethargic ſtupidity, and ſuffers 
them neither to ſee nor come within the reach of 
any thing beyond an outſide comprehenſion of ſen- 
ſitive ideas. And theſe, while they read, or hear, 
the Word of Gop, wholly burying their attention 
in the bare letter of the text, loſe all the delight 
and profit they might reap from the inſtructive myſ- 
tertes, which are figuratively couch'd under the 
letter. Others again, led into the oppoſit extreme, 


penetration, than from the humble deſire of gain- 
ing holy knowledge, ſcornfully paſs by the moſt 
obvious beauties, to run in ſearch of the hidden. 


leſsly overlook'd the rich inſtructions offered them 
in the literal ſenſe, to pry into the more, ſublime 
myſteries contained in the allegory, which, how- 
ever, are too exalted for the approaches of curio- 
ity and preſumption. Whence it too often hap- 
pens, that wilful y turning their backs on the one, 
they are juſtly dazzled out of the ſight of the 
others : And precipitate into the moſt abſurd depths 
of ignorance and error, by preſuming to ſoar above 
the humble bounds of their ſtation and capacity. 


What wonder then is it, that theſe, h 
Vor. II. that thele, however good 


by the eagerneſs of an overſtraining pride and curi- 
oſity, more from a vain ambition of ſhewing their 


And theſe, in reading the ſacred Scriptures, heed- 


* 


On the Fiftcenth SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


her original intention, in reading the holy word of 
Jop, might be, ſhould loſe, at leaſt, one half the 
pleaſure and r they might reap from ſo re- 
ligious an exerciſe, if not the whole. Fools that 
they are, the one ſort for want of exerting a pious 
diligence accompanied with humility, the others, 
for want of curbing their arrogance with a lowli- 
neſs of mind, either read, at beſt, with little fruit, 
or wreſt what they read to their own. petdition, as 
St. Peter ſays. Ah, Chriſtians, it is to ſuch floth- 
ful or arrogant mortals as theſe, that your Saviour 
tells you, * all things are done in parables, that ſee- 
ing they may ſee and not ſee, and hearing they 
may hear and not underſtand,, Leſt at any time 
„they ſhould be converted, and their ſins be for- 
given them.” Alas, what a terrible puniſhment 
this, and yet how juſt 1, For, how juſtly do not 
they deſerye to have all lights and graces lock d up 
from them, who thus dare to approach this divine 


fountain of lights and graces only in the diſpoſition 


to abuſe them. Have a care then, Chriſtians, what 
you do. Study the will of Gop in the Holy Scrip- 
tures: You can't ſtudy them too often; but then, 
let not ſloth get the better of you; nor yet pride. 
Read them with humility, and peruſe them with 
induſtry. Be not content with reaping one half the 
benefit they are capable of yielding you, by looking 
no farther than the letter. And yet, when you 
carry your ſearches farther, let pride have no part 
in your induſtry, but begin by the letter. If you 


attend to that with the diligence you eught, and 


with a due deference to Gop's church and miniſ- 
ters, it will inſenſibly lead you to the more hidden 
myſtery it infolds. Nothing will ſooner or more 
efteQually convince you of this undeniable truth, 
than a practical comment on the goſpel of this day, 
which is chiefly included in the Words of my text. 
And, therefore I ſhall make it the great end of my 
preſent diſcourſe to teach you . me- 
thod of reading the Word of Gop with fruit, by 
ſhewing you; n 241900 


I. The important inſtructions, which your Sa- 
viour gives you in the literal ſenſe of this paſ- 
age: And Ter 5 | 


: 


ſ | 
II. Thoſe which may be:drawm from the more 


ſublime allegory, or hgure * Deg 


94 


“ Deign then, O thou Eternal Wiſdom of the 
% Father, to give us that true, humble mduſtry; by 
« winch atone we can de worthy to reap inſtruction 
4% from thy bleſſed Word, that ſeeing we may ſee, 
« and hearing underſtand 1 the Taying 
* truths Ghich thou has. zhy way reveald to 


5 us. 


I. The miracle recorded in this day's Goſpel is 
rich in the moſt uſeful inſtructions, whether we 
take it in a literal or a figurative ſenſe. Here is a 
venierable-widow weeping over her beloved decea- 
fed: ſon in his coffin. '' Her aweful diftreſs and reve- 
rend aſpect added to Her amiable character and 
hapleſs: cireumſtande draw a multitude of inha- 
„ bitants from the city to ſhare in ber grief, and by 
Joining with her in the funeral lamentations over 
his grave, to alleviate the-forrow which that me- 
lancholy office muſt ſharpen in one ſo near to the 
deteaſed as a mother. —＋ * ſcene, once it 

reach'd the eyes, could not fail affecting the tender 
compaſſionate ſoul of Chriſt. If her grief was 
pathetic enough to force a fellow - feeling from 
the hearts of inconſiderate mortals; where is the 
wonder that it ſhould reap relief from that great 
thiſer in human woes, that gracious parent 

of orphans and protector of widows? . | 
| Now if you do but ſeriouſly confider even the 
bare letter of this goſpel; what a rare example, 
Chriſtians, does not your divine maſter ſet you in 
this paſſage of the tenderneſs with which you 


ought to be affected by the diſtreſſes of one another! 


Chriſt, you ſee, approaches an afflicted comfortleſs 
woman, without waiting for the ceremony 
call'd to her aſſiſtance; tho“ he had the right to ex- 
pect it. And not content to footh her with words 
of comfort, removes the cauſe of her diſcom- 
fort. Will not you then, O-mortals, be hence- 
forth aſhamed to look on the miſeries of your fel- 
low- ert atures, without the leaſt emotion of pity, 
when your Saviour is ſo fenſibly touch'd by them 
a8 to work: a miracle in the behalf of the wretched? 
What, my ſacred Saviour! Shal't thou, who wav t 
no more ſubje& to the ſting of worldly afflictions 
than it pleaſed thee to be by choice, ſhaPt thou, I 
ſay, dear Lord, have been ſo affected by the ſuffe- 
rings of others, as not to be able in ſome ſenſe to 


— | 


a poor waman in tears, without reliev 
eve 


at the expence of a miracle? And yet ſhall 
moment to all the miſeries which any of us feet, 


ne of us, wretches ourſelves and liable eve 


be nevertheleſs fo harden'd in cruelty as to behold 
the pains, the wants or neceſſities of our brother 
ſufferers with dry eyes and an unconcern'd heart. Ah 
never let it be ſaid, Chriſtians, if you mean to 


— 5 diſciples of Chriſt, if you wiſn even to be 
ought 0 


of being 


On the Fiſteenth SUNDAY. 


—_ 


ſhall find mercy. Now, if it be true, that _ 


There is a ſomething ſo divinely great” in the 


making, or even endeavouring to make a ſad heart 
glad, that we cannor help paying a kind of homage 
e ſe 


even to mortals, where we ſee them engaged in ſo 
noble an undertaking. "Mercy is the darling attri- 
bute of Gop. This his divine majeſty exerts and 
boaſts of in ſacred ſcripture more, and more often, 
than any other of his infinit perfections. That man 
therefore who makes it his buſineſs to remove, or 
to leſſen where he cannot remove the ſufferings of 
his fellow-creatures, of whatever nation, temper, 
ſtate or religion they be, and does it for the pure 
love of God and charity to his image in want, 
muſt neceſſarily approach the neareſt to Gov in 
likeneſs, inaſmuch as he ſtruggles to imitate him in 
the favorit perfection of his God-head. And what- 
ever frailties ſuch a man may have been ſubject to, 

whatever vices he may have been guilty of, he ha 

much more room to hope for mercy from Gon, 

than another who has no other fault or crime than 

that of wanting mercy and compaſſion towards his 

ſuffering neighbour. 

So grateful to God, is the practice of works of 
mercy, towards your indigent brethren, Chriſtians, 
that your bleſſed Redeemer places it among the bes- 
titudes Bleſſed are the merciful, ſays he, for they 


er- 
ception eftabliſbes a rule to the contrary, as all phi- 
loſophers and divines agree it does; may we not 
hence infallibly conclude, that none but the merc- 
ful ſhall reap the benefit of that mercy, which al 
ſtand in need of from Gop. For O thou all-ſeeing 
Majeſty, in whoſe fight, the beſt and pureſt of our 
actions are not free from blemiſh ! Where is the ſoul 
in this life, ſo juſt, fo ſpotleſs, as not to ſtand in need 
of thy mercy in the next? In vain, then, O Chr 
ſtians, will any other good actions of yours, pleadto 


of mercy and — 
effed are the merciful, for 199 


When humanity, as a virtue, is A 
ſympat 1ZIN 


| cor 


540 


iſtians, and | 


cluſion, curſed. are the ape K. 
find na mercy ; It is matter of fact, C 
will prove it to you. You have no title, 30 os | 
to the divine Mercy, but by the mediation of o ; 
Redeemer Chriſt. And what ſhare can J 


c in the benefits of his mediation, without abiding in 
b 4 him? And this you cannot do, without practiſing 
e mercy, after his example, to ſuch as ſtand in need 
0 of it. He who: ſays that be abides in Chriſt, ſays 
' St. Jobn, to make his words good, muſt walk juſt 
d as be wall d. Unleſs then, you have the ſame ten · 
n, derneſs, compaſſion and fellow-feeling, for your 
n ſuffering neighbour, which: he had, you walk not as 
Ny he walk'd; and conſequently you abide not in him, 
of you are not his diſciples, but hypocrites, propha- 
7 ners of his ſacred name, and falſe pretenders to the 
re benefits of his mediation, and the mercy of Gop, 
t, which that alone can ſecure — — hy did he 
in ſtoop his glory, to take upon himſelt the fleſh of man; 
in why did he live a painful life in that fleſh, and ſub- 
u- mit that fleſh, at length, to a cruel. and ignominious 
0, death, but to practice mercy to you, O Chriſtians ? 
25 And what were all the actions of his life, the cures 
D, he perform'd on the ſick, the blind, che lame, but 
an ſo many practical leſſons to you of that mercy, 
his which you muſt exert towards one- another ? And 
why did he in the goſpel for this day, work a mi- 
of racle of the moſt extraordinary nature, in calling 
ns, a dead man back to life, but that, by ſhewing his 
ez tender mercy to the deceaſed ſon, and his ſurviving 
by diſtreſt mother, he might enforce to you by exani- 
ex- ple, as-well as precept, the new commandment he 
bi- has given you, that you love one- anotben, euen at be 
not bas loved you. It is plain then from the letter of 
ci this goſpel, and infinit other paſſages of the ſacred 
all life of Chriſt, that you can have no ſhare in him 
ing and his mercy, without loving one-another, as he 
our has loved you, and beipg-as diligent to relieve the 
ſoul diſtreſſes of your ſuffering brethren, as he has graci- 
ed oully ſhewn himſelf in doing mercy to you. O 
ri 1 could dwell forever on this ſubject, and never 
dto want matter to moralize upon. There is ſorne- 
voie thing ſo ſublimely excellent, and at the ſame time 
ſſed lo eſſential to a Chriſtian, in the tenderneſs, of fra- 
they ternal charity, that I could never be tired with 
preaching this duty to you; and you aught never to 
and, be tired with hearing it, or putting it in practice. 
get For *tis chiefly by the practice of this virtue, you 
n be muſt attain to the accompliſhment of the law of 
ly & grace. Bear ye the burdens of one-auatber, ſays St. 
1040 Faul, and fo will you fulfill the law of Cbri t. 
le fol Thus much might ſuffice. to ſhew you, beloved, 
rate: the rich inſtruction you may reap from a devout 
thing attention, to the bare literal ſenſe of this wonderful 
ng in paſſage, in the life of Chriſt. There is however 
drav another very uſeful moral annext to it, which I can- 
| cor not forbear taking ſome notice of; becauſe. it may 
ſta) be of the. greater conſolation, ta the uahappy, a- 
and midſt their. moſt grievous misfartunes, Wherefore, 
-{gimy- Ebriſtians, after. having labour'd ta 'comvince, fuch 


of you as are at, eaſe, of the ol feeling tor 
others, let me nau: HR — of” 


oe of you, 
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who-are unfortunate, learn to lefs 

owever widely you may ſeem ſituated, in your 
miſeries from every proſpect of relief; be aſſured 
that your evils ean never grow ſo deſperate, as to 
be paſt the power of Gap to redreſs. And there- 
fore, if you place a ſteady confidence in him, you 
have reaſon to think, that he will even exert that 
power to redreſs them. That it is in his power, 
the miracle recorded in this goſpel, is a ſufficient 
conviction: And that it is his inclination, we have 
his own ſacred word for it. Call upon me in the day 
of tribulation, ſays he, and I will bear you. 

In your worldly concerns, once you make the fili- 
al truſt you owe to your Maker give place to ſol- 
licitude, anxiety, or deſpair; you 90 him the baſeſt 
injury he is capable of receiving from you. *TFis an 
argument that you, either call in queſtion his wiſ- 
dom and power to relieve you, or doubt of the 
riches of his goodneſs. And therefore in ſo doing, 
you diſcharge -Gop of the care of providing for you, 
and juſtity his rigour in leaving you to yourſelf. 
And what proſpe& of relief you can then have, 
when the Almighty withdraws his providence from 
watching over you, I leave you to conſider. This 
I know, that on the contrary, if unſhaken amidſt 


* 
. 


the moſt ſeemingly comfortleſs labyrinths of life, you 


ſtill perſiſt in your reliance on his protection and a- 
ſiſtance, ſheltering _ by hope under his wings; 
you will then lay all the buſineſs of your deliverance 
upon him: He will make it a k:1d of ineffable ob- 
ligation on himſelf, in virtue ot his unalterable pro- 
miſe to aſſiſt you; and by ways unſearchable to you, 
will, if your good be at ſtake, releaſe you from your 
trials. Or if he judges it more expedient for you 
to have them continued; he will at leaſt help you 
to ſuch advantages from your temptations, as will 
ſtrengthen you to bear them. For ſo infinitly good 
is the Divine Being, that, if you truſt in him, He 
will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what yon can 
bear, ' with pleaſure and profit, as St. Paul ſays; In 
a word, if{you place all your hopes, amidft your 
griefs, in the power, wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop, 
— properly dwell in him and muſt be relieved by - 
im, as he has promiſed: you by the mouth of his 
Royal Prophet. He. whbo dwells in the be ip. of. the 
Y High, ſhall abide-in the. protection of be God 
of beaven. et Jie 2132381 tf! 
But what need have we to recur to the Divine 
promiſes, hen we have fo remarkable an inſtance 
of the Divine * = mens or ha is a 
ug Re „ that while: there is life there 1s 
bepe. But your bleſſed Saviour to nk yn from 
this confined, this narrow. way ot thinking, exerts 
his Almightineſs to-raiſe a dead man to life. For 
why, think you, did he work this ſtupendous mira» 
cle chiefly, 393 you, O deſponding 4 
2 als, 
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tals, that your hopes ought. to ſurvive even life it- The Church like a tender nurſe, a fond” mother, 5 
ſelf. Learn then, O Chriſtians, into whatever de- anda good ſhepherdeſs, looks on every Chriſtian 1 
gree of diſtreſs, your affairs or occurrences may ſtraying from the paths of Chriſtian virtue, as the 40 
plunge. you, neuer to hjůõRd¾kZ off that filial reliance, only child, the only one of het flock ſhe has to take 10 
that religious truſt, which you ought in, all events, care of for a time. And therefore leaves the nine- 10 
to honour the divine bounty with. And be well a- ty nine, leaves the reſt whom the can leave in ſafety, 6 
ſured, that however great confidence you. repoſe in to purſue the one who is gone aſtray, to reſtore him pe 
God ;, your, hopes will always fall infinitly ſhort of to his ſpiritual health, and to'bring him back again g 
his power, wiſdom and goodneſs to protect vou. to the ſafe union of her flock. But alas, how often or 
And with ſuch a protection, O Chriſtian ſouls, does it happen, that ſhe has the diſcomfort, amid to 
what evils have you to fear ? What bleſſings may. all her care, to find the object of her purſuit, her it 
you. not expect? A confidence like, this, Was the only child made a prey to mortal ſin, unanimated 0 
only ſolace, which remain'd to the afflicted widow with grace; and conſequently dead to her, dead to * 
in this goſpel: Such a one alone, was capable of the angels, and dead to the benefits of Gop's mer- Sit 
buoying her up from ſinking under her weight of cy. Then, then it is, ſhe laments with inconſols ha 
woe: And this, you ſee, entitled her to ſuch a ſhare ble grief, and the angels in compaſſion to her grief, Ar 
of divine favour and aſſiſtance, that the Son of Goo attend on her, and join with her in prayer for the ſin 
could not overlook her: diſtreſs, nor even forbear. alleviation of her anguiſh, And then, if Chrif, lav 
working a miracle to dry up her tears, and reward paſſing by, deigns to lend a pitying ear to her com- ma 
her affiance, by granting her even more, than ſhe plaint, it may be, it is poſſible, that the unhappy de- to 
could expect or hope for. Endeavour therefore, ceaſed will, by means of a miracle; be reſtored 2. , 
O afflicted Chriſtian, whoever you are, or whatever gain to the life of grace. But, O Chriſtians ! Think wh 
your affliction, may be, to copy after this confident and ſhudder with thinking, how terrible a ſituation Ch 
widow, in your filial ſubmiſhon to the all-wiſe diſ- it muſt be for a ſoul to bein, to ſtand in need of 1 O 
poſitions of |Gop, And be ready to reap amidſt miracle, to be reſtored again to the grace of Gov. are 
your griefs, all. the comfort which this ſacred. paſ- And yet ſuch is the miſerable plight” of eren con 
ſage ſeriouſly attended to, is capable of, affording Chriſtian in mortal fin. - For; as an eminent father are 
you even in a literal ſenſe. | of the Church obſerves, it requires à miracle infi- paſt 
a .  nitly greater from the hand of Gop, to move the at t 
II. Yet if we go farther Chriſtians, and examin free- will of a reluctant ſinner to repentance, than i fery 
into the allegory of the holy text; we ſhall find it e- does to breathe life again into an unreſiſting lump u ſely 
qually rich in ſalutary inſtructions, and big with clay, which was once living before. ou 
ſuch / figurative truths, as are extremely important, You then, you, O ſinner, are this only child, o- he 
inaſmuch as they concern the major. part of man- ver whom your holy mother the Church weeps lt dant 
kind. Let as then briefly unfold them. Who is is for you, that ſhe and the angels take on; whil ther 
here meant by the venerable widow? Who are the you, lifeleſs, ſenſeleſs, unhappy wretch, remain in- 
multitude of citizens following her to the funeral? fenſible of the deathful condition you are in; and, l. 
What is this only ſon of hers, whoſe deceaſe they breathi only an irrational graceleſs reprobate ex- — 
bewail z and to what end is he reſtored again living, iſtence, ſtill riot, doat on, and fancy you live. Let 
to his afflited mother? Hence you will be able to every Chriſtian ſearch his own breaſt, and ſee if this \ 
diſcern, whether. or not there be any figurative has never been his miſerable ſituation, And jou, 
truth wrapt up in this miraculous reſuſcitation, pious ſouls, who read, or hear this goſpel in! 
which does or may concern any of you. ſtate of grace, call yourſelves to an account. Hate 


The pious widow then, is the holy. Church mili- you never deſtroy'd in you that life of grace, Jo 
tant of Chriſt, which is, and has been a widow ever received in baptiſm ? If you have, repent, tremble 
fince' the crimes of her unnatural children, by an at the dreadful circumſtance you plunged ourſelves 
unprecedented , parricide, brought her heavenlx into: acknowledge the infinit bounty of Gov, u 
ſpouſe Jesvs, to the cruel and ignominious death having wrought a miracle of grace to reſtore you ® 
of. the croſs. The multitude following her, are ain to the life of his love; and make it your 
angels, inhabitants of the celeſtial city of the bleſſed;, fineſs for the future, to lay out that life, that 0% 
who attend to miniſter-comfort to her, amidſt her to the forwarding his glory, and your own eter? 
unutterable grief, fot the loſs of. her only ſon. But happineſs. 
who is this only ſon, What is his condition, and - Never build on receiving the like favour — 
whence. the cauſe ? Alas her only ſon is every new No: Your divine Saviour, ſuffer'd this widow, 0 
fallen ſinner, for the time: His condition is that of her deceaſed-1on, to paſs by him, as it was by — 
a- ſoul, unanimated by grace, the cauſe of whoſe cident, on purpoſe to teach you, that = 15 


ſpiritual death, is the contagion of mortal ſin. to rely on ſuch miracles, as ordinary e gr bet 
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bounty. In fact, ſays the great St. Auguſtin, You 
ought rather to reflect, that tho?“ Gop has gra- 
« ciouſly promiſed pardon to every ſinner, who 
“ ſhall truly repent, yet he has no where promi- 
« ſed time, or the grace of repentance, to thoſe who 
„ ſhall fin.” On the contrary, Beloved, Gop ex- 
pects, and juſtly epects, you to be ever uvon your 
guard againſt fin, and if through frail:y you have 
once unhappily fallen into ſin, when he vouchſafes 
to reſtore you again to the life of grace, he does 
it not, to embolden you to fall again, but to give 
ou time, means and opportunity, to guard againſt 
it for the time to come, better than you did before: 
Since warn'd by your paſt miſery, you canngt but 
have learnt by experience, the danger of relapſing. 
And this was the end, which Chriſt propoſed in rai- 
ſing the dead youth of this goſpel, not that he might 
laviſh life again, as he had done, but that he might 
make a better uſe of what privation had taught him 
to prize. | 
The goſpel therefore tells us, that the youth, 
when he was raiſed to life, immediately ſpoke, and 
Chriſt reſtored him to his mother. Do you then, 
O Chriſtian penitents, practice the like. If you 
are conſcious of having been ſpiritually in the ſame 
condition, and that by the grace of repentance, you 
are again alive; ſpeak, that is, acknowledge your 
paſt 2 in a due manner, by humbling yourſelves 
at the ſacred tribunal of Confeſſion; redouble your 
fervour for the future, and endeavour to make your- 
ſelves worthy, that Chriſt᷑ ſhould mercifully reſtore 
= to the boſom of your holy mother his Church: 
hat as you have cauſed her, and her angelic atten- 
dants, ſo much afflition hitherto, You may give 
them occaſion to rejoice over your converſion henee- 


mm 


ſited bis people. 
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forth, more than over the innocence of all the reſt 
of the faithful. By this means, you will one day 
deſerve to join with them in their rejoicings, over 
the converſion of others, when you yourſelves ſhall- 
be lifted triumphant to ſit amidſt them, and ſing e- 
ternally in concert with them, that joyful canticle. 
Bleſſ.d be the Lord Gop of Iſrael, becauſe be has vi- 
ſited and wrought the redemption of bis people. 
Such are the uſeful inſtructions, Chriſtians, which 
you may draw from a devout, diligent and humble 
attention to the word of Gop, in this holy goſpel. 
And every part of the holy ſcriptures, are capable of 
yielding as rich a treaſure of ſpiritual delight and pro- 
fit. But, then Chriſtians, to reap theſe valuable 
fruits, you muſt not give way to ind clence, pride, 
or cu tioſity. No: read them, or hear them read 
with an eager zeal of knowing Gop's will, but till 
with lowlineſs of mind, and a deſire only of know- - 
ing what he is pleaſed to unfold to you, by means of 
his miniſters, or immediate inſpiration under the 
direction of his Church. To which, whatever you 
do, be always ready chearfully, to ſubmit your ſenſe 
and ſentiments. In this diſpoſition, Þ may ſafely 
read the holy ſcriptures, and in reading them, the 
divine grace will viſit and enlighten your minds, 
that ſeeing you may ſee, and hearing you may un- 
derſtand. In a word, you will reap from them plea- 
ſure, profit and eternal falvation. And may even 
in this life eccho to the ſaints, 1 the . my 
text, by magnifying Gop, and ſaying Gop, bas vi- 
fir For then you will” be ſenfible of 
the viſit of ſuch a portion of his grace in this life, 
as will lift you to the fulneſs of his glory in the next. 
Which, 22 In the name, &c. 
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St. JOHN xi. 31. S. LUKE xiv. 11. 

Now is the judgment of the world: Now the prince 
of this wor id ſhall be caſt forth. And J, if Ihe 
exalted from the earth; will draw all things to 
27 — Becauſe every-one that exalteth — 
e 


\ ſelf ſball be humbled: And be that bumbleth bj 
fe / ſhall be exalted. moleth bim- 


OW indeed, Chriſtians, ir * ſudgment 

the world come to an end, I hope-with C4 

. now if you are really” deſirous of following 
to his glory, the prince of this world ſhall be 


caft forth, ſhall be baniſh'd in good earneſt from 
the throne he has ſo long fix d in your hearts: And 
the holy ſtandard of Chriſt's croſs ſhall be fix d up, 
by your affections in the place of that banner of tux- 
ury, which you have hitherto liſted under. This is 
the day, on which the Church commemorates the 
glorious exaltation of that croſs, on which your di- 
vine mediator pay'd down the generous ranſom of 
his precious blood, to redeem you from the ſlave 
of the world, to the freedom of his grace. What 
day then more proper, more ſeaſonable than this, 
to turn your backs on that wortd, and paſs the _ 
| 8 


98 
ſive judgment, the laſt ſentence of oblivion upon it. 
For what other end, think you, has your holy Mo- 
ther thus ſolemnly expoſed to public view, this 
once ignoble badge of infamy, and now triumphant 
trophy of honour, but for the ſame gracious pur- 


| Poſe, which induced her heavenly ſpouſe Ixsus, to 
| beautify, raite and enrich it with his precious blood? 


And why, O mortals, did he himſelf prefer it be- 
fore all the ſcepters of the earth, but, that by teache 
ing you in practice to do the ſame, he might draw 
ou-from the tyrannic ſervitude of the world, and 
its empty allurements, to the bleſſed liberty of grace, 
and it's ſolid promiſes? J, ſays he, if I be exalted 
from the earth, will draw all things to myſelf. Yes, 
Beloved, yes. This was the ineffable deſign of 
your bleſſed Redeemer. For no other end, did he 
chuſe to die an ignominious death on a painful croſs, 
than mercifully to draw you to a perfect love, and 
imitation of him crucified ; that humbled and cru- 
cified with him, you may be exalted by him to that 
glory, for which you were created, and which you 
never can attain to but by ſelf-denial, voluntary 
croſſes, and humiliation. Ba as Chriſt him- 
ſelf tells you in the goſpel for this Sunday, Every-one 
that exalteth bimſelſ ſball be bumbled. And be that 
bumbleth bimſelf ſhall be exalted. 
Hence I gather two manifeſt truths ; the Firftis, 
that all Chriſtians are, by an indiſpenſable tie of 
atitude, bound to love and honour Chriſt crucifi- 


ed, with all the devotion they are capable of; and 


this they can never effectually expreſs, without 
gy, embracing after his example, a life of croſ- 

s, and ſelf-depreſſion. The Second truth is, that 
without doing this, they .cannot truly love even 
themſelves : inaſmuch as they cannot refuſe re- 


nouncing the world and it's enjoyments, for the ſake 


2 e, G be jan, bn 


of Chriſt's croſs, without renouncing their only 
true felicity. * 4 cord | 

To ſet this matter in an irreſiſtible light, is the 
purpoſe of my 3 diſcourſe: In which I mean 
to exhort you, for your own happineſs, as well as 
for the honour of your Saviour Chriſt, to take up 
your croſs and follow him, by ſhewing you : 


I. That it is your indiſpenſable duty, to embrace 


a life of croſſes ang. humiliation ; ginge you 


„ imitating him. 

. That f is your ablolute 

cannot enter into his glory, by any, 9 
with he 1 5 : | 

I. Hence will u. 

0 and qdvantages ſuch a life. 


« O digg then thou dear crucijed Redeemer, 
to make | - 


int! 
er Way 


. Let not thy 
ſweeily draw 
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tells you, Beloyed, that this is the only way you 


eſt, becauſe. you 
_ h *or an humble homely ſuflenance: 


eniably reſylt, the neceſſity | 


us all to thee, by a perfect imitation of thy trus 
** contempt of all that's earthly.” 


I. Chriſtians then are under the indiſpenſable du- 
ty, of embracing a life of croſſes and humiliation, 
after the example of their humble crucified Saviour. 
They have no other means of ſhewing their grati- 
tude to him, for the infinit favours he has merci- 
fully beſtow'd upon them, than to encounter eve. 
ry difficulty, to do and ſuffer all for the ſake of fol- 
lowing him to the end of life, with all the affeQion 
of their ſouls. Now, how can you follow your 
crucified Saviour, but by treading in his ſteps, and 
renouncing to all the empty enjoyments which the 
world may offer you, to imitate this divine pattern 
in his ſufferings and humiliation ? Chriſt himſe!! 


have to prove yourſelves his diſciples. He wh 
will come after me, let bim renounce bimelf, and 
take up his w"_ and follow me. And if you wil 
but ſeriouſly look into his life, you will find it 
throughout, ſow'd with nothing other than humi- 
liation and croſſes, croſſes and humiliation, ſo that 
if you mean to follow him at all, you have, truly 
ſpeaking, nothing to follow him in without theſe. 
All the different croſſes and humiliations, which 
mankind can any wiſe be ſubje& to, may be reduced 
to three ſorts: Thoſe which come immediately 
from the hand of Gop himſelf, thoſe which come 
by his divine permiſſion, from the hands of men, 
and thoſe of a man's owwſecking. All theſe you! 
divine Saviour embraced for your ſake. And there- 
fore to be grateful diſciples to him, you muſt em- 
brace them all in your turn, for the ſake of follos- 
ing him. : 
What was the laborious life he led for thift) 
years in retirement, toiling at the buſineſs of fn 
putative father, earning his own, and part of hi 
earthly parents bread, at the ſweat of his brov* 
Was it not a voluntary hardſhip, a croſs of his oh 
ſeeking? He on whom the angels fed and were ft 
tiated, could have — himſelf and hi 
holy family, on the ſame divine food which the) 
feaſted on. Or if he thought it neceſſary for 5 
and their human nature, to be fed by ordinary al 
ment, he could have created. bread as, well for the 
at Nezarcth, as for four thouſand in the 66 
FFithgut cjther taking himſelf, or ſyfering f. 
£4 Mother and her ſpouſe, to take 5 11 
Us tr . 
would not have been conſiſtent with the ſev 
lowlineſs and mortification, he came to pf 
himſelf, and to ſet you an example of. This # « 
have afforded him caſe and glory f and be #7. - 
embrace a life of croſſes and humiliation, of 2 11 
with the death. of the croſs, by which he w 6 
exalted to glory, and when.exalted, 10 072 Yar * 
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ue Chriſtians, after him J, /I be exalted from the earth, 
will draw all things to myſelf. 

Ah Chriſtians, will you then murmur any longer, 
du- at the little ſtruggles you meet with in life, to earn 
on, a ſupport in your reſpective calliugs, when your 
Saviour had beat the path ſo ſmooth before you, by 
his example, no, if you mean to follow him, you 
muſt make a virtue of neceſſity, and do that by 
choice for his fake, which neceſſity makes inevita- 
ble. Be induſtrious then as your Saviour was, la- 
bour willingly, and ſanctify your labours by doing 
ther for, and offering them to him. Be not con- 


our 
and tent to labour only for your own advantage, but af- 
ter his example, labour even for the good of others, 


Never be high minded, nor wait for humiliation till 
| it overtakes you, but go in ſearch of it ; rejoice 
when you meet with it, and for the ſake. of your 
humble Saviour embrace it, whenever, or from 
whatever quarter it comes; elſe how can you make 
any grateful return, for the voluntary labuurs, croſ- 
{cs and humiliations he has encounter'd for love of 


mi- vou; how can you hope to follow him ? 

that Follow him but with your eye, and what length- 
ruly en'd faſts, what frequent vigils, what weary days, 
e. and what painful nights, will you find him chear- 
uch fully go through, by choice, to pave the way for 
ced you to eternal glory. One time you will find him 


faſting in a deſert, for forty days rogether, other 


me mes ſpending whole nights in prayer. Sometimes 
gen, pou will find him inceſſantly preaching, teaching, 
cur and taking long and laborious journeys to relieve 
ro WE the ſick, to raiſe the dead, to comfort the diftreft, 
em- to inſtruct the ignorant, and all his refreſhment is, 
aw- to ſleep on the bare ground in the open air, with leis 


accommodation than dumb animals. For tho” 
birds have their neſts, and foxes have their holes, 
yet the mortified humble Son of Man, has not where 
to repoſe his head. But ah, ſweet Lord, may'ſt 
thou not thank thyſelf: Ar't thou not Lord of all? 


N n 1M wei ad its Mt 


Own Why then muſt thou ſubmit to all this? Ah Chri- 
, fa ſtians, all this was more than Chriſt had need to 
his do, even as mediator between You and Gop : His 
they death alone had been ſufficient to redeem you. But he 
his graciouſly has made himſelf, not only your ranſom, 
al but example. I have given you an example, ſays he, 
hem that as I have done, . alſo may do. He was all- 
ſer pure and ſpotleſs ; he had no fins to atone for, nor 
hlel- any rebellious appetites to ſubdue, and” therefore. 
wy with regard to himſelf, *twas needlefs quite to faſt 
this as he did, to labour as he did, 'and to torment his 
enil tender fleſh with lying hard and poorly as he did. 
Aice But, ah Chriſtians, it was not needlefs, with regard 
ould to you. How neceſſary *twas for him to ſet you 
. this example, appears too plainly from the reluctance 
zeec which you ſtill expreſs, to practice any part of this, 
0 b even after the example he has ſhewn you. If Chrift 
v0 had eat, and moved, and ſlept at eaſe ; how readi- 


99 
ly would you have pleaded his example as a ſancti- 


on for your preſent delicacy. But now you ſee his 
practice is quite oppoſit, what lame excuſes are you 
torced to bring, for not ſo much as labouring to be 
like him. He all purity and grace, would abſo- 
lutely ſuffer and be humbled, you all ſin, and con- 
cupilcence will not, by choice, encounter any ſuffer- 
ing, any humiliation, you can fly from. And why 
forſooth: Chriſt was the Son of Gop, and there- 
fore could bear to faſt for forty days, to toil inceſ- 
ſantly, to lye hard ; But you have not the ſanctity, 
nor ſtrength which he had. Ah fooliſh mortals, . 
how wiſe you are at deceiving yourſelves, and yet 
how unavatlable are ſuch evaſions? Chriſt was Son 
of Gop, nay Gop himſelf, 'tis true: But then as 
Gop he could not ſuffer, nor be humbled, *twas as 
man that he ſubmitted to all this, and as man he was 
at leaſt as delicately form'd as you can be, and as 
infirm as zu "Tis true that he was holy ; and fo- 
may you be, nay ſo you ought to be, as his diſciples. 
And if you are not, the more reaſen have you to 
imitate his fufferings. *Tis by ſo doing alone, that 
you can riſe to the grace of converſion. Turn to 
me, ſays the Lord, with all your beart in faſting, 
in ſorrow and in tears. The ſufferings of Chriſt 
were — he might have exempted himſelf 
from them, if he had pleaſed, becauſe he was all 
purity and grace. But the caſe, O mortals, is quite 
otherwiſe with you, you are all ſinners, and there- 
fore if Chriſt had never ſuffer'd any thing during his 
whole life, that could have been no ſufficient reaſon ' 
for you to excuſe yourſelves, from fatisfying the 
offended juſtice of Gov, by voluntary fufferings. 
Chriſt had no unruly paſſions to ſubdue : You have; 
and therefore, even if he had lived in conftant eaſe, . 
ſufferings ought ſtill to be your purſuit, in order to 
ſubdue thoſe appetites, which are daily ſeducing 
you wide of him. How much more then, as mat- - 
ters ſtand, Chriftians, muſt not you be obliged to 
embrace a life of croſſes and humiliations, . to a- 
tone for your fins, and ſubdue your appetites, when 
your Saviour without any ſins to atone for, any un-- 
ruly appetites to ſubdue, ſhews you ſo glorious an 
example of the-love of ſufferings, in his own'ſacred ' 
rſon? And how can you hope to follow him, 
ow can you ſhew your deſire of it, but by volun- 
tarily denying yourſelf, and taking up your crofs. 


And yet, voluntary croſſes, humihations of your | 


own ſeeking, are the leaſt in value of all thofe, which: 
your Saviour has ſet you'an example of in his own: 
perfon, and which you muſt practice after him, to 
ſhew yourſelves his grateful worthy difciples.  Suf- - 
ferings of your own ſeeking, Tay, are of the light-- 
eſt ſort ; and tho” they are in themſelves grateful to 
Gov, inaſmuch as they are ſupererogatory facrifi- 
ces made to him, yet one mortification or humilia-- 
tion, borne for Chriſt's ſake from other 1 
| w 
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worth a hundred of your own chuſing. Becauſe 
the croſſes of your own choice, are too often like 
the faſts of the Jeu in /aiab, the gratification 
of your own will, is your only motive. Or if your 
own will is not your ſole motive, it has ſo great a 
ſhare in what you do, as greatly to blunt the edge 
of ſuffering, and conſequently to diminiſh the me- 
rit of it. Whereas thoſe which come to you from 
Gop, or MAN, require a denial of that very will. 
Now this was not the caſe with Chriſt, in his above 
mention'd ſufferings. It is true, thoſe ſufferings were 
the effect of his choice; but then his very choice 
was ſubje& to obedience, in theſe, and in all the ſuf- 
ferings he went through, from his birth to his 
death. The evils which any perſon in this lite, 
may be ſubje& to from other men, by divine per- 
miſſion, muſt come either from friends, or enemies, 
or ſuperiors. Now your Saviour, Chriſtians, was 
reſolved to ſuffer by all, that none of you might find 
any exceptions, againſt ſuffering for his ſakeall the in- 
juries, all the croſſes which any one could load you 
with. He ſubmitted himſelf to be circumciſed by 
the high-prieſt, as his external ſuperior, ſubjected 
himſelf to the rebukes of his Virgin Mother, and e- 
ven where his life was at ſtake, fubmitted to the 
ſentence of the ruling powers. He choſe to ſuffer 
the cruel mortification, of being betray'd by one of 
his diſciples, denied by another, abandon'd by all, 
and inwardly tortured, by the ſight of his beloved 
Mother's unſpeakable grief. And what cruelty 
and ignominy he conſented to go through from the 
hands of his enemies, his whole paſſion and death, 
are enough to teſtify, from the garden to Mount 
Calvary. All this too did he undergo, in obedi- 
ence to his eternal Father, in compliance with 
whoſe bleſſed will, he not only conſented to yield 
up the ghoſt for our ſins, Chriſtians, but even to be 
abandon'd by him to all the weakneſs of his human 
nature, before he did yield it. In ſhort, brethren, to 
ſum up the whole of this important truth in few 
words, For us, ſays St. Paul, Chrift was made obe- 
dient even to death, the very death of the Croſs. And is 
not this ſaying enough to convince you, that you 
cannot be grateful diſciples of Chriſt without exer- 
ting yourſelves for his ſake to imitate him in the 
like obedience to croſles and death when and where- 
ever his honour ſhall require it? And how will you 
ever be in ſuch a diſpoſition without firſt paſſing a 
final Judgment of baniſhment on the world, and caſ- 
ting forth the prince of it from your boſom, by re- 
nouncing to the affection towards all and every of 
it's deceitful allurements. Well then may your 


divine Saviour tell you, He who does net re- 
nounce to all things which be poſſeſſes, calnot be my 
diſciple. 

II. And is there any thing in this condition but 
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what is extremely reaſonable. Your Saviour de- 
mands you, Chriſtians, to renounce all things for 
him. Well, is the demand ſo grievous? He renoun- 
ced all for you. Nay, he renounced Heaven, for 
a time, for your ſake; and all he requires of you, 
in return is, that you renounce the empty allure- 
ments of the earth for his ſake, and your own. Are 
you not bound then, by all the ſacred ties of grati- 
tude, to make him this little offering? Can you be 
his diſciples, or, even friends to yourſelves without 
doing it? Is not your own Intereſt abſolutely con- 
cern'd? Nay, properly ſpeaking, who but your- 
ſelves has intereſt in it? 

Chriſt himſelf tells you, in the Goſpel for this 
Sunday, that every-one that exalteth bimſelf ſhall 
be bumbled, but be that bumbleth bimſelf ſtall be en- 
alted. St. Paul tells you, in the epiſtle tor the fel- 
tival, that this way of croſſes and humiliation, was 
the very way which Chriſt himſelf took to be exal- 
ted to his glory, and that by this way alone he at- 
tain'd to it. For us Chriſt was made obedient ts 
death, ſays he, even the death of the Croſs, and 
therefore Gap exalted bim. Your Saviour then 
propoſes nothing to you, but what is infinitly to 
your advantage; nay, nothing but what he has ex- 
perimented to be ſo, before he propoſed it to you. 
O the glory and exaltation he calls you to is a pat 
of his own, and that is not to be attain'd to but by 
croſſes and humiliation. He made it inacceſſiable, 
even to himſelf by any other way, and ſhall his 
diſciples then hope to reach that glory by meat 
denied to their divine maſter ? Ougbt not Chriſt ts 
bave ſuffer'd theſe things and ſo to enter into bit 
glory. If thou, then, lovely Lord of majeſty, 
could'ſt not aſcend to thy own proper glory, till li- 
ted thither by the arms of an ignoble Croſs, what 
chance have we poor wretches of following thee by 
any other path ? 

No, no, the ſervant is not greater than his Lord, 
nor the diſciple more learned than his maſter. If your 
maſter could find no ſmoother way to glory, no ſurer 


| way to Heaven, than the crols, in vain you try to 


one; by that alone you muſt expect to follow him 
thither, and all the ſteps you take beſide "that path 
are falſe, erroneous, and wide of the mark you am 
at. Do you want to follow Chriſt to glory? He 
who will come after me, ſays Chriſt, muſt dem 
bimſelf, and take up bis Croſs and follow nt. 
Why ſo? Becauſe, ſays your divine Saviour, in m 
Text, 1, if I be exalted will draw all thing t 
myſelf. Chriſt then was exalted on the Crols, on 
purpoſe to draw all of you to himſelf upon tht 
Croſs, and that to exalt you afterwards to his 920% 
Becauſe, Every-one that exalteth bimſel,, * 
be bumbled, and be that humbleth himſelf ſpall 

exalted. But 
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But, what is my Saviour talking of ? In one 


place he tell us, that the "ay to exaltation is to be 


humbled firſt, nay, more, he tells us, that it was 
neceſſary for him to ſuffer croſſes and humiliation, 
and ſo to be exalted, ſo to enter into his glory. 
What can'ſt thou mean then, heavenly Lord, in 
talking now of being thyſelf exalted from the earth, 
in order to draw us all to thee? Is there not ſome- 
thing paradoxical in this? Ah, no, Chriſtians, no: 
"Tis al divinely of a piece and perfectly conſiſtent. 
The Holy Evangeliſt 2 to you, What exalta- 
tion Chriſt is ſpeaking of in theſe myſterious words. 
I, ſays Chriſt, if I be exalted from the earth will 
draw all things to myſelf. This be faid, adds St, 
Joun, ſignifying what death be ſbould die. The 
exaltation then which Chriſt here ſpeaks of, is the 

rfection of ſelf-humiliation, the exaltation on 2 
ſhameful painful Croſs. Chriſt came to exalt him- 
ſelf, and through himſelf to exalt mankind to 
everlaſting glory, the higheſt eminence which 
human nature could attain to. Ilow then was this 
to be effected, but by the moſt profound humiliati- 
on it could be lower d to. Accordingly, in being ex · 
alted on an ignominious Croſs, he ſtoop'd to the 
profoundeſt humiliation of ſhame and confuſion, in 
order to riſe to that ſummit of glory. And, thus 
was it that he propoſed to exalt you to the ſame 
bleſſed eminence, by drawing, you firſt to himſelf, 
crucified and humbled on ' an ignominious tree. 
Yes, ſays his Apoſtle, Chrift Juffer'd for us, leaving 
you an example, that you may follow bis fleps. And, 
in this, what does your Saviour teach you, but to do 
like a wiſe and ſkilful architect, who always ſinks 
the d his foundation, in proportion to the fu- 


E he deſigns to rear, Would you then 
great, ſays St. Auguſtin, begin by what is 
leaſt, begin by lowering yourſelf in proportion 


to the ſacred height of glory you aſpire to. 
Would you be happy with Gop forever? Cru- 


eify your fleſh- with your vices and concupiſcen- 
ces for a time, for his ſake and after his example. 
Take up your croſs and follow him. For, be that 
doth not take his croſs and follpw me is not wort 


| of me, ſays Gos your Saviour, You ſee then, G, 


Chriſtians, how, much your own intereſt is. con- 
cern'd, as well as God's honour, in embra- 
N ge and — ou cannot 
partake in his glory, you cannot be exalted to bis 
kingdom without humbling yourſelves, For every- 
ene that exaltetb himſelf fool be bumbled, you can- 
not humble yourſelves, but by ſuffering your Savi- 
our, exalted on his Croſs, 10 draw you thither af- 
ter him. If you do that, you will R hum- 
bled, truly crucified, your exaltation will be the 
perfection of humility, and your humiliation will 
exalt you to a perfe& — of glory. For if we 
a 


Suffer with Chriſt, as St. Paul tells the Romans, 
Vol. III. 


Gregory obſerves, to love your 
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why is it, but that w# may be alſo glorified with 
bun. Upon the whole, Nel. nf — that 
you cannot be grateful to GoD, nor friends to 
yourſelves, without paſling the judgment of baniſh- 
ment on the world, without caſting forth the 
prince of the world from your hearts and affeQtions, 
to give place to the Croſs of Chriſt. For you can- 
not be his diſciples, you cannot be coheirs with him 
to his glory, without embracing a life of croſſes 
humiliation, after his example. 

But what muſt theſe croſſes and humiliations con- 
ſiſt in, you'll ſay? Ah, Chriſtians! How can you 
alk me ſuch a Queſtion, aſter the plain deſcription 
your Lord has given ny Every- one of you that 
doth not renounce all that be poſſeſſetb, ſays Chriſt, 
cannot be my diſciple. The croſſes and humiliations 
then which you are to embrace, are the voluntary 
renunciation, from your hearts, to all earthly en- 
zoyments, and every affection to them, for his ſake. 
May you not then have any goods, any poſſeſſions, 
any money in reſerve? Yes, Chriſt himſelf had, 
and you may have, provided you uſed them only, 
not enjoy them, provided your affection to them is 
ſubordinate to your duty to Gop, and you are al- 
ways in a readineſs to part with them, whenever 
the poſſeſſion of them is inconſiſtent with your love 
to him, or any impediment to your following him. 
For ſo doing, you poſſeſs them, and not poſſeſs them, 
you are truly poor, with the Evangelic poverty 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, and poſſeſſing all things, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, have nothing. But, whatever you 
poſſeſs with attachment, whatever alienates or 
retards you from following Chrift, that You can 
not poſſaſs, that muſt renounce for his ſake, 
or cannot be his diſciples. | 

— in this ſenſe, to renounce only to 
the external enjoyments of the world, to the goods 
of fortune, but even to all the moſt endearing ties 
of blood and nature. If any man cometh to 
© me, ſays your Saviour, and hateth not his father 
& and mother, and wife and children, and brethren 
© and ſiſters, yea, and his own life beſides; he 
% cannot be my diſciple.” But, what my God, 


| has't not thou commanded us to love and honour 


our parents? Has not thy apoſtle commanded hus- 


bands to love their wives even as thou dos't thy 


church? How then are we to hate them? Can we 
both love and hate at once? Yes, Chriſtians, a 
little diſcretion will teach you to do both, as St. 
arents, brethren, 


conſorts, children, and other tions, as friends, 


and partners in your Chriſtian duty, and yet to 


hate and ſhun all commerce with them, which may 
any ways retard you in your way to Go. This 
you muſt do, or cannot be diſciples of Chriſt. Nay, 
with all this, in vain do you call yourſelves his fol- 


lowers, if you do not more. You muſt even hate 
your . 
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your own Souls, If any man will come after me, 
4 let him deny himſelf, take up his Croſs and fol- 
low me, adds your divine Saviour. But, ah, my 
Saviour, who can do this? Can this be poſſible. 
Yes poſſible it is, Chriſtians, however difficult. 
Was it not poſſible, Chriſt could not, would not ex- 
pon itz Was it not difficult. What reward could 

due to it? And yet in this lies all the perfection 
of Chriſtians. In what then, or how are you to 
hate yourſelves. You are to hate yourſelves by re- 
nouncing to whatever can pleaſe you in this life, to 
love yourſelves in every thing which can make you 
happy in the next. You are to hate your mortal 
life, for the love of your immortal life. He who 
loves bis foul ſenſually ſball loſe it, and he whs bates 
bis foul in this world by mortifying it, ſhall keep it 
to life everlaſting. That this will require ſome 
ſtruggle, there is no room to doubt. © It is, per- 
« haps, no hard taſk, /ays St. Gregory, for a man 
4% to give up all his goods, but to give up himſelf 
« is not a little difficult. *Tis very practicable for 
« him to renounce what he has, but to renounce 
& to what he is bic Labor, boc opus. There all the 
« difficulty lies. | 


And yet, beloved, great as the difficulty may 
ſeem, it leſſens not your obligation. Chriſt has 
declared it neceſſary, he has ſubmitted to it for 
your ſakes, and proteſts, that unleſs you ſubmit 
to it for his ſake, you cannot be his diſciples. All 
the ſacred ties of gratitude, and all the conſiderati- 
ons of intereſt, then invite you to the embracing 
this life of croſſes and humiliation, after the exam- 
ple —— crucified humble Saviour. For, what 
rewards may you not expect from him for it? You, 
fays he, who have done all this, ſhall receive an 
bundred fold and ſball poſſeſs life everlaſting. Ah, 
Chriſtians, can you then heſitate any ger to 
take up your croſs and follow Chriſt? You ſee the 
rewards before you: 'Thoſe rewards, which have 
fill'd ſo many cloiſters with religious, ſo many de- 
ſerts with hermits, and the heavens with ſo many 
ſaints ; will they not ſuffice to fill you with a holy 
ardour, a holy eagerneſs to be humble, and ſuffer 
for him, who will repay you ſo liberally ? Eye but 
the greatneſs of the recompence, with ſteady atten- 
tion, and you will think the taſk extremely eaſy ; 
you will be convinced, with St. Pau}, that the 
«« ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to 
be compared with the future glory which ſhall 
be revealed in you. Take courage then, and 
follow this Apoſtle's inſtructions, that, denying 


% impiety and worldly deſires, you may live ſobef- 
* ly and juſtly, and godlily in this world,” that is, 
ſoberly to yourſelves, juſtly to all men, and godlily 
te Gop. Follow your Saviour's example, who, 
for the love of you, whereas he was rich, was 
made poor, lived in continual indigence, and died 
naked, and expoſed on a croſs, to draw you to 
himſelf, that you by humbling yourſelves with 
him, might be exalted by him. 

Keep conſtantly in view the glorious premium, 
of your Chriſtian Race, that the infernal enemy, 


who is ever labouring to rob you of the prize, by | 


decoying you away from it, may never have his ma- 
licious ends'of you. In ſtruggling with him imitate 
the champions of the ſtage, who, before they pre. 
tend to the combat, throw off their cloaths, that 
their antagoniſt may have leſs means to grapple with 
them, © And what, 107 St. Gregory, are al 
** things on earth but like ſo many garments of the 
* body.” In reſiſting the Devil then, throw of 
all your garments of earthly affections, that he may 
not have power to give you a fall. What do per- 
ſons do who are to run a race? They abſtain for 
ſome time, they ſweat themſelves, lower thci 
weight, and to remove every impediment to wit 
ning the goal, throw off their cloaths before the) 
ſtart. - And are not you, Chriſtians, running a ract 
of love for a crown of glory. Ought you not then 
to do, at leaſt, as much. Ought not you to abſtain 
from the deſires of the fleſh, to ſweat it in the works 
of mortification and mercy, to lower the weight a 
your pride by humiliation, and to throw off all the 
garments of earthly affections, which may hinde! 
or retard you. If every-one, as St. Paul . 
« marks, that ſtriveth for the maſtery, refraineth 
* himſelf from all things: And they, indeed, that 
they may receive a corruptible crown,” bon 
much more ought not you to do it, who are fi! 
ing for an incorruptibh. one ? Refrain then, belor- 
ed, from all that is earthly, take up your cio 
alone, and follow. Chriſt to the glorious prize Jo 
contend. for. And ſo run that you may obtain. | 
you drag your croſs, you will take it up in vain,!“ 
that itſelf will retard you. But, if you ca” 
chearfully, willingly, and by choice, you will find 
it light and eaſy, nay, by humbling you tot 
true imitation-'of your crucified Saviour, it will! 
you to that ſubſtantial glory he came to dra on 
to. For, as my text ſays, ry-one awho — 
bimſelf ſball de exalted. And, that this mij 
your portion, I beg Gop of his infinit mere s 
grant you. In the name, &c. 
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St. MATTHEW xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. 

Thou ſhal't love the Lord thy Gop from thy whole 
beart, and with thy whole ſoul, and with thy 
whole mind. This is the greateſt and the firſt 
Commandment. And the ſecond 1s like to this : 
Thou ſhal't love thy neighbour as thyſelf. On 
theſe two commandments dependeth the whole 
law and the propbets. 


HAT you are indiſpenſably bound, firſt, and 

before all things, to love and honour Gop 
with a ſovereign affection and homage, I have al- 
ready proved to you, in one of my former diſcourſes. 
And, if I had not, the infinit favours you have re- 
ceived, and daily continue to receive from him, ſuf- 
ficiently ſpeak the greatneſs of that obligation. To 
leave you no room, however, to plead ignorance of 
it, here is a poſitive precept to enforce it. Thou 
ſoal't love the Lord thy Gop from thy whole beart, 
and with thy whole ſoul, and with thy whole mind. 
And, that you may not imagin it to be a mere oc- 
caſional law, or ſuch a one as may be broken thro? 
for any other, your Saviour tells you, that #bis is 
the greateſt and the firſt commandment, and, conſe- 
quently, is to take place of all others. And yet, 
the ſame divine Lord. tells you, that there is ano- 
ther as great as this. The ſecond, ſays he, is like 
to this, Thou ſbal't love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
But, how can this be, you'll ſay/? If the love of 
Gop, is the greateſt. commandment, how can the 
love of your neighbour be as great? The ſolution is 
very eaſy, Chriſtians: The love of Gop, is the great 
end for which you are commanded to love your 
neighbour. For, the firſt commandment was not 
given you for the ſake of the ſecond, but the ſe- 
cond was given you as a means to enable you to 
comply with the firſt. That precept then of the 
two, which is the end, muſt — 


your affections, of the other, which is only a means, 
And yet, as no end is to be obtain'd without the 
— means conducive to it, whatever obliga- 
uon you are under of ſeeking the end, equally ob- 
liges you to lay hold on the neceſſary means by 
Which that end is to be attain'd, Wherefore, tho? 
in it's nature greater 


the precept of loving Gop be 
than that of loving your neighbour, yet both theſe 


to be the moſt neceſlary and ſufficient. 


ly be, in it's 
nature, the greateſt, the. firft, and take place, in 


,ommandments are equally great, with regard to 
obligation they lay upon you. In this ſenſe it is 
then that Chriſt, after telling you that the ſupreme 
love of Gob is the greateſt and firſi commandment, 
adds that, the ſecond is like to this. For, ſays he, 
on theſe two commandments dependeth the law and 
the prophets. 
I vo obſervations may be drawn from this. The 
Firſt is that, though it is poſſible for you to have an 
extraordinary deal of affection for your neighbour, 
with very little or no love for Gop, yet it is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible for you to have any love at all 
for Gop, without having a great love for your 
neighbour. 'The Second is that, on one ſide, ever 
ſo great a tenderneſs for your neighbour, will not 
enable you to fulfill this ſecond commandment, un- 
leſs the deſire of ſhewing your love to Gop be the 
principal motive of that tenderneſs: And, on the 
other ſide, however great a degree of love you ma 
pretend to have for Gop, you cannot fulfill the firſt 
commandment, without beginning, in practice, by 
the ſecond, and proving your love for Gon by your 
love for your neighbour. Becauſe, as your Saviour 
tells you, theſe two commandments are the inſepa- 
rable pillars on which dependeth the wwhol: religious 
edifice of the law and the prophets, The conſe- 
quence of which is, that to fufill both, you muſt 
make uſe of reaſon and grace to ſet about them. 
What does every reaſonable man do before he con- 
ſents to any one undertaking ? Firſt, He conſiders 
the end he has to. propoſe to himſelf in doing it, 
and if the end be eligible he reſolves on purſuing 
it. Secondly, he conſults the means, and lays hold 
on thoſe which he finds, upon mature deliberation, 
'The end 
then is, the firſt in intention, and the means are the 
firſt in.execution. Conſult grace-then, and aſk your- 
ſelves, what is and ought to be the chief end of all 
our actions? Grace will anſwer you, that it is the 


love of Gop; chat then ought to be the firſt in 


your intention in the love you bear to your neigh- 
bours, his creatures. And aſk your reaſon,” once 
enlightened by grace, what are the neceſſary means 
to attain to that end? And you will find, that it is 
the love of your neighbour. This, then, muſt be 
the firſt in your practice, even to prove your love 
of GoD. | L 

Fi Now, 
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Now, the caſe being thus, as I have already en- 
deavoured to direct your intention to the right end, 
by ſnewing you the greatneſs of your obligation to 
fulfill the firſt commandment of loving Gop with 
your all, and above all; I ſhall now proceed to re- 


commend to you the practice of the means by 


which that end is to be obtain'd, by ſhewing you, 


I. How eſſentially you are bound. to fulfill this 
other commandment of loving your neighbour 
ſincerely: And . 
II. What the love conſiſts in which you are 
hereby commanded to practice. 


“O, thou dear generous friend of human na- 
* ture, who for the love of man did'ſt ſtoop from 
heaven to earth, vouchſafe to be our guide as well 
« as law-giver. Recall thy bleſſed practice to our 
* minds, that keeping ſight of thee, we may not 
„% be to ſeek for that fraternal Charity, by which 
alone we can expreſs our gratitude, and pay thee 
« love for love.“ 


I. To convince you of the greatneſs of your obli- 
gation to love your neighbour, I might content 
myſelf with the very words of this precept,. Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. The words 
are clear, expreſs, poſitive, and will admit of no 
excepti All men therefore, in virtue of the 
obedience they owe to their ſovereign Creator, are 
indiſpenſably bound, by this precept, to love all 
mankind as themfelves. But what may render this 
precept fo much the more awtul, are the frequent 
occaſions which Gop has taken in the facred Scrip+ 
tures to iriculcate it. In the nineteenth of Levili- 
cus, he tells the children of /frae/, Thou fbaPt 
not hate thy brother in thy beart,-—But thou ſbal't 
love thy neighbour as thyſelf And this is the ſum- 
mary of all the laws the Almighty gave to them, 
and to us, in the table of the Ten Commandments, 
which relate to our. neighbour. For, as St. aui 
very wiſely tells us, in the ibirteentb to the Ro- 
MANS,; Thou ſhal't not commit adultery ; thou 
* ſhalt not kill; thou ſhal't not ſteal; thou ſhal't 
* not bear falſe witneſs; and, if there be any other 
* commandment, it is compriſed in this word; 
thou ſhal't: love thy neighbour as thyſelf. The 
**. love of thy neighbour worketh no evil. Love 
therefore is the fulneſs of the law.“ — — 
to St. Paul then, the whole accompliſhment of t 
divine law depends upon fraternal charity.. This 
ſentiment he repeats in many other paſſages of his 
writings. He tells the Galatians that, all the law 
is fulfll'd in one word, thou ſbaÞt love thy neigh- 
byſelf. And, to the Coloſſians, he re- 


bour at t 
commends it above all things, Above all things 


On the Seventeenth SUNDAY 


have charity, ſays he, which is the band of Per- 


fefion. Not that St. Paul, any more tlian the di- 


vine Law-giver, meant to enforce the love of man — 
as the only duty of man; no, he very beautifully * 
expreſſes the oppoſit, by telling you, that this is of 
not perfection itſelf, but the band of perfection, = 
that is, the condition required on our ſides toward 98 
obtaining of God the grace of perfection, in the ac. the 
compliſhment of the great law of loving God 2. ” 
bove all things. In ſhort, it is the accompliſhment T 
of the praQtical law, that is the means towards at- « | 
taining to the intentional law, for which thoſe live 
means were commanded: | bw 
Hence it is, that your bleſſed Redeemer, who « | 
came not to break the law but to fulfill it, ratifi 1 ( 
this important commandment, in the Goſpel for 4 | 
this day, Thou ſhaPt love thy neighbour as th- « 4 
| ff And, to imprint it the deeper in the-memory plai 
of his followers, he omits no opportunity of repeat- be 
ing it. Nay, he, in one place, calls it, by way of wit 
excellence, his own. precept, as if he meant to inſim- Gor 
ate, that he came on earth, chiefly to teach the him 
practice of this. This is my commandment ibu bf 
you love one-amither as 1 bave loved you, And, it fays 
his laſt ſupper, before parting with his Diſciple, love, 
he renews it in the ſtrongeſt terms. © A new com- erat 
«« mandment I give to you, that you love ore 9 
* another as I have loved you.“ Ah, loving love 
Lord, where was the nevelty of this command of oi 
ment? Did not thy eternal Father give it to whic 
long before thou did'ſt vouchſafe to come among! if 
us; and did'ſt not thou long before, and often, iv « hy 


peat it? Ves, Chriſtians, he did. And ſtill the 
commandment was new, in this re- inſorcement aſ 
it, new in the freſh example he was going to fet 
them of fraternal charity, in his bleſſed paſſion, nl 
new, becauſe never to become obſolete and out 
date. But O, how new indeed will it not be i 
— practice, if henceforth you ſfiould reſolve i 
fil it. For, how many are there here, who pt 
tend to be Chriſtians, who have not yet ſo much 
as once endeavoured at the practice of it ? And, 
yet, if you pay the leaſt attention to the 
which Chriſt every-where lays upon fraternal chr 
rity, you muſt confeſs ourſlves under an indiſper 
fable obligation of fulfilling this great comm 
ment, to the utmoſt of your power, in order io 
reap any benefit from his redemption of you. 
\ — — ery remarkable is, that can 
utely inſiſts upon your falfilling this co 
ment, as a. 2 of rn —— 12 
of loving him; and declares it to be the en 
charaQeriſtic of a Chriſtian to love his neigh” 
In this, ſays he, ell men ſhall know that yu" 
my - diſciples, if you bave love one for anotbel. 1 
vain then do you pretend to be Chriſtians, * 
do you aſpire to the great end of Chriſtian” 
which is a perfect love for Gop, if you beglen n 
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= © brother, he is a liar. 
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means, the neceſſary condition to attain to it, 
which is the love of your neighbour. 
Nothing will make this truth more evident to 
you, Chriſtians, than conſidering the infinit obli- 
gations you have to Gop, for the immenſe love he 
has expreſs'd to you. Let us reaſon upon them 
then, with St. Fehn. © In this hath the charity 
of Gop appear'd in us, ſays the Apoſtle, that Gop 
e hath ſent his only begotten Son into the world, 
* that we may live by him.” But how can we 
live by him, without loving and obeying, and fol- 
lowing him? © Now this commandment we have 
from God, ſays the Saint, that he who loveth 
© Gov, love alſo his brother. My deareſt then, 
% ſays be, if Gop hath ſo loved us; we alſo ought 
* to love one-another.”” Why ſo? The reaſon is 
plain from the Apoſtle's own words. We cannot 
be grateful to Gob who has loved us ſo much, 
without loving bim in our turns; we cannot love 
God without loving our neighbour in obedience to 
him. We cannot then be grateful to God without 
loving our neighbour. Let us therefore love Gop, 
fays this ſublime writer, becauſe Gop bath 6 
loved us. The love of Gop then is the effect of our 
gratitude. * If we love one-atiother Gov abideth 
* in us, and his charity in us is perfected. The 
love of our neighbour then is a-neceſfary argument 
of our love for Gov. The. conſequence therefore, 
which the divine pen- man draws from this, is, that, 
* if any man ſay, that I love Gop, and hateth his 
For he who loveth not his 
brother, whom he ſee*th, Gop, whom he ſee*th 
* not, how can he love,“ n 5 
Nay, the Apoſtle carries the matter yet farther, 
and proves that, he, who loves not his neighbour, 
cannot be a child of Gop, but muſt be a child of 
the Devil. © In this are the children of Gop' ma- 


* nifeſt, and the children of the Devil, /ays be, 
© every-one that is not juſt is not of GoÞ, nor he 
that 2 not his brother.“ Az hw ond he 

rove this? Why, very invingibly. © He who keep- 
© eth his A e Adel 


in Gob.“ Now, 


nty, and fo plainly does he prove his aſſertion, that 
e who is wanting in fraternal charity cannot be a. 
child of Gop, but- renders. himſelf the child of Sa- 
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tan, and abidetb in death, by becoming, as much 


as in him lies, a murderer of his fellow-creature, 
the image of his Creator. 

To render the latter part of which more evident, 
I ſhall juſt give you a little notion of the nature of 
love and hatred; and, to do this, we muſt confider 
them abſtractedly, as they are, in Gop himſelf, 
The love of Gop then it was which created you 
what you are. The extenſion of his divine good- 
neſs to you (while you was, as yet, nothing) it was, 
which extracted you from that chaos, and gave you 
an exiſtence. And, if Gop was totally to withdraw 
that communication of his goodneſs from you, that 
would be the oppoſit act, which we ſhould call ha- 
tred. And ſuch a hatred would fink you again into 
your primitive tate of nothing. Now, the love of 
creatures, and their hatred are alike finite, and, 
therefore, incapable of creating, or annihilating. 
But that is not for want of the good-will: The 
man who loves an object, inveſts it in his imagina- 
tion with all the excellencies he is able to commu- 
nicate to his ideas of it. Or, the man who' hates; 
or does not love, does all he can, by ſo doing, to 
annihilate the perſon he hates in his thoughts, or 
affection. And, if 'Gop hated the ſame petſon, 
with the ſame degree of hatred, or loved him no 
more, the perſon muft become nothing indeed. In 
not loving your neighbour therefore, if you do not 
annihilate him in fact, there are no thanks due to 
you. You groom murder him, and, therefore, 
according to the rule your Saviour has fet down, 
the ſame meaſure you meaſure to him, ſhall be mea- 
ſured 10 br again. Gop will annihilate you as muck 
as is conſiſtent with the immortal nature he has given 
you, by baniſhing you from his divine affections, as 
you do your nels bour from your love, and ye 
will abide in death, the eternal death of his aveng- 
ing juſtice. Of ſueh dreadful. conſequence is it to 
hate a. prev _— 18 it, that you — 
der the greateſt, indiſpenſable obligation of fulfilling 
this Kean commandment, ber fhaPt Ive 12 
neighbour at tbyſelf, fince you cannot fulfill the 
other of loving Gop, with Jour all, and above all,, 
P +" 99 CF IF OR 


II. The next queſtion then will be, in what that 
tove muſt eonſiſt which you are to practiſe to your - 
neighbour: ' Thie love then which you are to bear 
to your fellow creatures muſt, in the firſt place, be 
an active,, fruitful love. To with * 
bour, the good he wants, can do him very Httle fer- 
vice, if you, content with that, ſfothfully neglect 

to do all which is in your power:towards doing him 

that good: Good-withes are à neceſſary part of 
brotherly love, but much the leaft, and very far 


from being ſufficient, where you can do more. 


Nay, where. you can do more than wiſh, A 


* 
« - 
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not do it, your pretended wiſhes, your affected 


good-will is not ſincere; tis mere diſſimulation. 
When Lazarus lay ſick of that illneſs, which was 
the cauſe of his firſt death, his ſiſters, knowing the 


love which Chriſt had for him, and how much it_ 


was in this divine perſon's power to cure him, they 
ſent to him, this ſhort, but expreſſive meſſage ; He 
Lord, be whom thou loveſt is fick. They added 
nothing more, as St. Auguſtin takes notice, to en- 
e him to come. No: All they could add was 
needleſs to a real, ſincere love like Chriſt's, it con- 
ſiſted not in bare good-wiſhes, it wanted nothing 
but an occaſion of doing the beloved object real, 
effectual good. The occaſion offers, and the good 
is done. Such then, beloved, muſt your love to 
your neighbour be, you mult extend all the good 
you wiſh to your brethren, to the practice of that 
good, as far as in you lies. Wherefore, ſays St. 
Sohn, % My little children let us not love in word, 
7. nor in tongue, but in deed, and in truth.” 
Now, the qualities, with which you ought to ac- 
company the external acts of your love to your 
neighbour, are beautifully deſcribed by St. Paul to 
the Corinthians. *©* Charity, ſays be, is patient, is 
© kind: Charity envieth not, dealeth not perverſe- 
* ly: Is not puffed up. Is not ambitious, ſeeketh 
& not her own, is not provoked to anger, thinketh 
© not evil, rejoiceth not upon iniquity, but re- 
te joiceth with the truth: Suffereth all things, be- 
& lieveth all things, hopeth all things, beareth all 
© things. Charity never falleth away.” Accord- 
ing to St. Paul then, to render your love for your 
neighbour, a truly chriſtian charity, you muſt ac- 
company all the good offices you do him with 
meekneſs, and without regard to his inability to 
make you any returns, you muſt readily ſerve and 
aſſiſt him, with patience, waiting for the better re- 
wards, which Gop has in ſtore for you. You 
muſt not envy your neighbour the little advantages 
u ſee him poſſeſt of, nor deal perverſely with 
— to rob him of, or embitter this ; enjoyment 
of thoſe advantages. Your Charity, if it be real, 
will not puff you up to any eſteem of yourſelves 
preferably to others, but will curb your ambition of 
ſoaring above your fellow- creatures; will reſtrain 
your ſallies of anger, hen he either ſeems to 
give, or really does give you any affronts or ill 
ulage ; and will lead you always to think the beſt 
af him, and to put the beſt, conſtruction on his 
words and his actions, which they will any ways 
bear. Your charity, in a word, if it be ſincere 
and effectual, will never ſuffer you to rejoice in any 


evil, any mortification, or diſappointment, Which 


the worſt of your enemies can meet with, but will 
make you ſhare in the joy of every true advantage 
or pleaſure, which the leaſt of your-fellow-creatures 
may be ſenſible of. For, tis the nature of charity 


On the Seventcenth S UND AY 


Charitable 


to ſuffer all things, for and from a brother, with 
chearfulneſs and patience, to believe all things fa- 
vourable to him, to hope all things for him which 
may be beneficial to him, and to bear a part in all 
his miſery as well as happineſs, and that with a 
ſteady perſeverance: For, charity never falleth a. 
way, nor ſlackens, by length of time, but grows 
more vigorous the more it is exerciſed. Such are 
the eſſential properties, beloved, of that affection 
which Gop, by this ſecond great commandmint, 
obliges you to exert towards your neighbour. Such 
is the love you require from others to yourſelf, and, 
therefore, nothing leſs will do from you to them. 
For, this is the will of Gop, that you love your 
neigbbours as your ſelves. 

lowever, to carry your fraternal charity to per- 
fection, you muſt go a ſtep farther, and love one- 
another, even as Gop has loved you. Now, © in 
©. this, ſays St. Jobn, we have known the charity 
« of Gob, that, he hath yielded his life for us; 
and we ought to yield our lives for the brethren.” 
To be then in a perfect charity with your neigh- 
bours, Chriſtians, you muſt be in a readineſs, d 
mind and heart, to lay down your lives for them. 
This Jour Saviour did for you, and this you muſt 
be diſpoſed to do, or you cannot be his diſciples, 
you. cannot perfeQly fulfill his precept of charity. 
** "Thus is my precept, ſays be to you, that you love 
* one-another, even as I have loved you.“ Ah ! dear- 
eſt Saviour, if thou did'ſt ſhew thy WL to us, with 
ſuch a ſweet exceſs, without regard to any want of 
merit in us, can it be much for us to ſhew our love 
to thee, in loving for thy ſake, and in obedience to 
thee, what thou has't render'd lovely by ſtamping 
on it ours, nay more, thy own, dear, bleſſed like- 
neſs ; and render'd immenſely valuable, by thy pre- 
cious blood? Can we refuſe, for love of thee, to 
yield our lives for our brethren, when thou, fo 
then and us, has't generouſly yielded firſt ti) 
own.?.: 6 > or þ 8 
Io love your neighbour, as Chriſt has loved jou, 
you mult love them without exception of friends, 
o, ſtrangers, or of enemies, and muſt love them to 
the end of lite. Tho' your charity ſhould be ex- 
tended to all mankind, during the major part 
ife; tho' Jou ſhould have ſpent your lite, like the 

obias, iti viſiting the [mpriſon'd; in 1 

leving the ſick, in burying the dead, and practiug 
hoſpitality to ſtrangers; though, with J, 1% 
ſhould ſpend the flower of your days, in inſtruc 
ing many, in ſtrengthening weak hands, in uf- 
* holding him that was fallen, and in ſtrength"; 
* ing the knees of the feeble” ſtill, if, at the © 
of lite, you grow faint, if you ſuffer your char 
to ſlacken, if you break with one ſingle nefghbo” 
and withdraw your love from him, or retains mo- 
tal grudge to him, all your former charities 3 


Preter 
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ming, like a giddy, ſenſeleſs heifer, which kicks 
the milk it has plentifully yielded; you render all 
your brotherly love fruitleſs, and cannot be ſaid to 
love your neighbour as Chriſt loved you, Who, 
* as St. John tells you, whereas he had loved his 
© that were in the world, to the end he loved them.“ 
It is perſeverance then, perſeverance alone, which 
can render your fraternal charity perfect, by liken- 
ing it to that of Chriſt. 

All that were in the world were given to him, 
and his that were in the world be loved, not for a 
time, but to the' end of bis bleſſed life, and that 
without diſtinction of acquaintance or ſtrangers, 
friends or enemies. As man, they were all neigh- 
bours to him, and, therefore his love was perfect- 
ly extended to all. The Centurion, the Cananaan, 
the Samaritan were ſtrangers, and yet they were 
his neighbours, and, therefore he loved them, but, 
how. did he ſhew this love? By removing their 
grievances, flying to their relief, and yielding them 
ſpiritual as well as temporal comfort. His bleſſed 
mother was his friend, his diſciples were his friends, 
his holy church was his friend, and, how did. he ex- 
preſs his love to them as ſuch? Why, the firſt he 
raiſed to the higheſt pitch of glory; the other he 
inſtructed in his ſacred myſteries, fortified with his 
grace and love, and made his miniſters to ſpread 
his faith through the world, giving them the 
power of miracles to confirm their authority : 


And, to the laſt he ſent his Holy Spirit, the com- 


forter, the ſpirit of truth, to guide it into all truth 
to the end of the world. This, Chriſtians, this is 
love indeed. But ah, Chriſtians, is your love like 
this? In what does your love, to your friends con- 
ſit, beyond a viſit, a ſmile, a treat, or a trivial 
preſent, er ſervice, perhaps, with little or no pains 
or coſt to yourſelves, and, perhaps, not without 
the view and expectation of an ample return? 
Which of your friends, as you call them, do you 
labour to inſtru and improve in piety and hea- 
venly knowledge? Which of them, when they are 
lick, or become poor or diſtreſs'd, are you offici- 
ous to relieve, at the expence of your own eaſe and 
conveniences ?. No: enough it is that their-circum- 
ſtances. decay, that they come to ſtand in need of 
your aſſiſtance, for you to forget your former friend- 
ſhip, ſhun their company and treat them, with 
the ſame coldneſs and uncharitable indifference, 
which you have ſo long praQticed towards ſtrangers 
in want, that you now begin to think it no breach 
of duty. And yet if you love not the greateſt ſtran- 
ger in want, enough to relieve his diſtreſs to the 
utmoſt of your power, you are not Chriſt's diſciples : 
For you do not fulfill his precept of loving one- 


another even as he has loved you. But ſtill 
pretend to love all mankind, MA be in frien — 


with all men, and to be deſirous of fulfilling this 


precept to the utmoſt of your power. But to con- 
vince your-ſelves whether you do or not, hear what 
St. Jabn ſayt, He that ſhall have the ſubſtance 
„ ot the world, and ſhall ſee his brother have need, 
** and ſhall ſhut his bowels from him, how doth 
the charity of God abide in him. Ah Chriſti- 
ans, how then can you fulfill this great law, while 
you ſee your fellow- creature in any diftreſs, and 
take no pains to afford him ſuccour? Not at all; 
ſays St. Auguſtin: © He who has no clemency, and 
is not. polleſt of bowels of mercy, even to mel- 
ting into tears at the ſight of a. ſuffering neigh- 
* bour, fulfills not the Law of Chriſt. ” How un- 
like is he in fact to that tender Lord, who could not 
refrain from tears at the death of Lazarus. But 
O thou fountain of all joy why did'ſt thou weep, at 
the diſtreſs which thou cameſt to remove? No; 
but at the ſight of ſo many relentleſs mortals, who 
could behold in others the miſeries themſelves were 
ſubject to, and behold them with dry eyes and unre- 
lenting heart? Ah, beloved, is not this the deplo- 
rable hardneſs of many here ? Suppoſe I ſhould ſhew 
you two poor ancient creatures, once as well to 
paſs as any of you all, now miſerably poor, one blind, 
the other lame, both ſick, both hungry, and half 
naked, now reduced to begary, by once renoun- 
cing to affluence for the love of Chriſt and his faith; 
once courted and careſs'd as ſome of you are, now 
abandon'd by all but vermin which their native 
cleanneſs cannot free them from: Suppoſe I ſhould 
but tell you one half of what they undergo, I might. 
rhaps offend your delicate ſtomachs ; but ſhould 
draw one tear from your unpitying eyes, one ſigh 
from your impenetrable hearts, or one faint wiſh 
to ſuccour and relieve them? Who of you all would. 
aſk me their abode to pay them one conſoling viſit? 
Who of you all would-ſend a little thing to cheriſh 
them? Or which of. you all would throw ir one 
mite from your fuperfluous expences towards keep- 
ing them from periſhing ? But why do I ſay ſo? No, 
thanks to the divine grace, you have more charity 
than this. Tis your charity which actually ſup- 
"= them, by your bounty they are fed. And 
for your proſperity are all their prayers directed. 
But ab, Chriſtians, what will all this bounty ſig- 
nify, what will all theſe prayers-avail you; if, at 
the ſame time, as you part with your money 
to theſe you part not with the grudge you 
retain againſt any offending brother? For, while 
you do this, you fuifill not the law. of Chriſt, 
which is that, you love one-another even as be bath 
loved you. He not only did good to his friends, 
and to ſtrangers among you, but even to ſuch of. 
you as were his profeſt enemies. And all this he 
did, as St. Peter tells you, leaving you. an ex- 
*« ample that you may follow his ſteps, who when 
he was reviled did not revile, when he — 
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© he threaten'd not, but deliver'd himſelf up to, 
c and even for him who judged him unjuſtly. ?? 
All your charities then, to your friends and to 
ſtrangers, will avail you nothing, unleſs you extend 
your fraternal love, even to ſuch of your neigh- 
bours as you think to be your enemies. ; 


Perhaps, Chriſtians, you flatter yourſelves, that 
you do even this. But ah | Heaven grant that it 
be not mere flattery. For what proofs do you give 
of your love to them? You'll tell me, that you re- 
member them daily in your prayers. You do well, 
but if you do no more, alas, you deceive yourſelves. 
Tell me, you who pray for your enemies, do you 
retain no grudge to them, do you not ſhun their 
company, and that more from à diſlike to their 
perſons, than from any fear of their hurting you? 
Are you not even ready to break with ſuch of your 
friends as will not break. with them? Do you not 
hate to hear them well-ſpoken of? If you do not 


hurt, ſpeak ill of them yourſelves, do you not feel 


a ſecret ſatisfa&ion at every flight thing ſaid of 
them, every diſappointment or mortification they 
meet with? Can you then be diſciples of Chriſt? 
Can you be ſaid to fulfill his commandment? Can 
you truly love your neighbour as Chrift loved you, 
ho died for you, /tho* his enemy, pray*d for you 
tho? his perſecutor, and excuſes you to his eternal 
Father, even while your crimes nail him toa pain- 
ful, ſmameful Croſs? But they have injured me, 
you cry, they have done me injuſtice. Doubtlefs 
they have, or you would have nothing to forgive. 
But, O my Saviour, what juſtice was it which 
loaded thee, with ſuch cruel treatment, as thou 
did ſt meet with throughout thy paſhon? Was it 
no injury to make thee; bleed, on an ignoble tree, 
between two thieves, as a notorious malefactor, 
thou, in whom no guile was found? And yet, dear 
Lord, thou did'ſt not only forgꝭ&Se them from thy 
heart, who did thee all this injury and injuſtice, but 
_ did'ſt even pray for them to thy eternal Father, ex- 
Chriſtians, refuſe to do as much for thoſe whp 
injure you and yet be Chriſtians? Can you fuifill 
this great commandment, and love ye ighbour 
as Chriſt has loved you, without — from 
D 1 rat voy 28 04017 Donal 1 
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_ hearts, your worſt, your moſt, - invetertte 
oes. 

. Yes, you will tell me, may be, you forgive 
them from your hearts, and wiſh them well, and 


ſurely that is enough. Surely, there can be no ob- 


ligation to heap favours on the ungrateful. Ah 
Loving, injured Lord, had'ſt thou thus reaſon'd, 
with regard to us, what muſt have become of us} 
Thou well did'ſt know what an ungrateful uſe we 
ſhould make of all thy ſufferings, death, and graces 
And, O, if that had been ſufficient to induce thee 
to confine thy pardon to a negative affection, and 
unactive love, what could have ſaved us from the 
eternal vengeance due to our offences? No, Chriſ 
has pardon'd you innumerable injuries, and, 
ſo muſt you forgive your brother, from you: 
hearts, or you Cannot fulfill this Command- 
ment. 

Had I the time, and you the patience, I coul 
add a thouſand other arguments, to prove the 
greatneſs of your obligation, to love your neigh- 
bour as yourſelf, and love him as Chriſt has loved 

But, as I deſign to treat again upon this ſub 
ject, in my next diſcourſe, I ſhall conclude at pre 
ſent only with obſerving, that, what I have alres 
dy ſaid, might more than ſuffice to convince the 
molt refrattory of you all, that you cannot fulfil 
the firſt duty of loving Gop above all things, with. 
out complying with this ſecond equal obligation 
loving your neighbour as yourſelves. And to d 
this, your love muſt be effeQtual, active, and ex. 
tended to all the charity of action, word and vil, 
which you can practice towards ſtrangers, friend 
or enemies, without exception: And that not for 
time, but to the end of like. So Chriſt expreß 
his love for you, and in ſo doing you muſt pro 
your love for him. The love which he requires df 
you is his due: In that conſiſts the fulfilling of al 
Juſtice. That is the end for which you are to bott 
your neighbour. And this the neceſſary means '0 
reach that end. For on theſe two Commandne" 
dependeth the whole law end the prophets. NMI 
Gos then grant you grace, in this life, to fulfil 


them, that you may reap the glor) —— ; 
fuch as do ſo; in the next. uk beg of bs 
infinit mercy, In the Name, &c. 
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St. MATTHEW ix. 5, 6, 7. | 
Whether is it eaſier to ſay, thy fins are forgiven 
thee: Or to 5 ariſe and walk, But tbat you 
may know that the ſon of man bath power on 
earth to forgive ſins. Then ſaid be to the fick of 
the palſy, ariſe, take up thy bed and go into thy 
houſe, and he aroſe and went into his bouſe. 


3 Saviour then, beloved, had the power 
and the will to forgive. Here is a ſignal proof 
of it. A man is brought to him, for relief, ex- 
ternally loaded with the bodily affliction of a palſy. 
And who ſhould this be but one whoſe inward guilt 
has been the cauſe of all he ſuffers? Well then, 
dear Lord, thou ſee'ſt this miſerable man before 


thee, who often has preſumed to offend- thee, by 


his ſinful life, and ſtill perhaps, would rafſhly dare 
to offend thee on, but that thy vengeance overtak- 
ing him in this diſeaſe, has humbled him to ſue 
to thee for pardon, now his unactive limbs have loſt 
the eaſe of ſinning And can'ſt thou, wilt thou, injured 
Jesus, pardon one, who ſet thee at defiance, as 


long as he had power ſo to do? Yes, ſays your Sa- 


viour, have a good heart, Son, thy fins are forgiven 


| thee, Ah! Lord of mercy, ſo we hear thee lay 


and what thou ſay'ſt we muſt believe. But ah, 
this is not all which is implored of thee? *Tis eaſy 
to pronounce forgiveneſs. Even, we can ſay, with- 
out much difficulty, I forgive. But who can ſtifle, or 


withhold the conſequences of reſentment? And, 


without this, what ſignifies forgiveneſs ?- If then, 
thou meaneſt more by pardon, than mere outward 
ſhew, vouchſafe to make us ſenſible in what it 
muſt conſiſt, and how it muſt appear. That you 
may know that the ſon of man bath power on earth 
to forgive ſins, ſays Chriſt; turning to the ſick of 
the pally, ariſe, take up thy bed and go into thy 
bouſe, And be aroſe and went into bis bouſe. Thus, 
Chriſtians, thus it was that Chriſt expreſs'd for- 
giveneſs to offenders. He ſhew d not his forgiveneſs 
in mere empty ſpeeches, but in the ſtifling of reſent - 
men. Thoſe whom he pardon d, he pardon'd in good 
earneſt, forbore to puniſh, reſtored again to all their 
former marks of his affe ction, and loaded with frefh 
favours. And ſo muſt you behave, to ſuch as ſm 
againſt yourſelves, if you are his diſciples. Think 
not to excuſe yourſelves, from this important duty, 
pretending that you cannot do it. If you, like 
Vol. IL "I 


Chriſt, your heavenly maſter, have but the Will, 
you'll find the practice in your power, For, he 
was man, and fon of man, as well as you; and 
tho* on this occaſion, he call'd his Godhead to his 
aſſiſtance, for the effe& of his forgiveneſs? yet, it 
was, atlaſt, to prove and make you know, that the 
fon of man hath power, as well as the ſon of Gop, 
to forgrve the fins, committed againſt himſelf. In 
ſhort, this, as well as all the miracles your Saviour 
wrought throughout his life, was deſign'd by him 
a practical leſſon to lead you. to the perfect love of 
Gov, by a compleat charity towards your neigh- 
bour. And, therefore, to apply it the more cloſely, 
he tells you, ſoon after. Go your ways, ſays he, 
and learn what it is, I will mercy, and nat ſacri- 
fice. Ah! Chriſtians, not all the prayers, the 
faſts, the ſacrifices you can offer to hin, will be 
acceptable, if mercy to one- another is left out. 
And even this, to be an offering worthy his accep- 
tance, muſt be extended to all-mankind, to friends, 
to ſtrangers, and to enemies, without exception of 
one perſon, without excluſion of one friendly office 
in your power; This is the ſolemn truth, which 
in my laſt difcourſe, I labour'd to convince you of. 
However, then J only reafon'd to your underſtand- - 
ings : ---- Whereas, now I ſhall endeavour to parley 
with your hearts, and ſpirit them up to this eſſen- 
tral duty, from principles of gratitude, by dwelling : 
a little on the infinit mercies, . which Gop has 
ſnewn to you all, and which you have no others 
means to be grateful to him for, than by practiſ— 
ing mercy to all mankind for his ſake and to the ut-- 
moſt of your power. To do this then, I ſhall: 
ſhew you, | | 


I. The great tenderneſs of affection you ought 
to bear to your neighbours, as well ſtran- 
gers, as friends, in the immenſe love which: 
your Go has expreſs d io yοj, And? _ | 

IL. I ſhall give you a ſample of the much, an 

perfect forgiveneſs, you ought” to! practice 

to your offending, neighbours, in the infinit 
repeated mercies of Gop in pardoning you. 

Whence if your ſouls, which heaven avert, be 

not flinted into obduracy; you will be able to ſee, . 
how eaſy you may make bath theſe duties to you 
in the practice, and how dear you ought to make 
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& But thou alone, dear Lord, can'ſt melt the 


9 


&* thy grace, the ſoil. O give thou then the en- 
cc creaſe, and kindly warm the fouls of all here 
& preſent, with that fraternal charity I preach, and 
« by which only they can yield the fruits of 
thy eternal life. 


* 
* 


I. Mankind have no other means of expreſſing 
their love and gratitude to Gob, for the immenſe 
love and charity he has ſhewn to them, than by 
practiſing all the acts of mercy and charity in their 
power towards one-another. However common 
that proverb may appear, it ſtill is an eternal truth 
that, one good turn deſerves another. Every fa- 
vour then, which Gop, at any time, beſtows on 
any man, lays him under an indiſpenſable debt of 
gratitude and equity, to make Gop all the return 
he is capable. of. And GoÞ's eternal juſtice abſo- 
lutely.requires him to exert his utmoſt induſtry to do 
it. But this he cannot de in coin, if I may uſe 
that term; that is, man cannot do to Gop, the 
good which Gop has done to him, nor, indeed, 
any real good. The infinit' excellence of the al- 
mighty's nature places him infinitly above the 
Teach of human benefits. And yet, the obligation 
man isunder is equally ſubſiſting, and, therefore, with 
Tegard to the divine tavours he is born, and lives, and 
muſt die an-inſolvent debtor. However, one of the in- 
effable favours Gop has beſtow'd upon us uſeleſs 
ſervants is the having, with his grace, which 
is ever at our call, the power and free-will to do 
ſome good: And, therefore, as that good is a 
real and poſitive action, it muſt have a real, and 
poſitively paſſive, object to terminate in. For all 
the good that is, or can be done, muſt be commu- 
nicative, and ſome muſt reap the advantage of it. 
God, as I have obſerved, is too hrs i happy 
in himſelf, from all eternity, to reap advantage 
fromthe good he requires us to practice, in return 
for the good he has done us, and, therefore, is it 
that he mercifully ſubſtitutes our neighbours to re- 
ceive the benefit: That we may have it in our power 
to repay him thus, the debt we owe him, and reap 
the benefit of eath-other's gratitude to him. This 
then is the return, which Gop demands of you 
for ee good he has done you, that, for 
| his fake, you love one-another, even as be bas loved 
Jeu. And this, you ſee, is the only means you have 
to prove yourſelves grateful” to him for that love. 
And, O my God, how many. and great, are not 


the proofs which thou Has't given us of thy ineffa- 


ble affection! | | | 
Thouſands, Chriſtians, millions, nay, innume- 
rable and infinit are the benefits your loving Lerd 
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has beſtow'd on you. His love is not the love 


merely of words, but a love of action. In Goy leſ 
it is one and the ſame thing, to wiſh well and do up 
it. And this love it was, which gave you the be- an! 
ing you enjoy, ſtamp'd on it his own likeneſs, and fro 
enrich*d it with all that might make it a happy the 
creature, He gave you an immortal ſoul, and en- are 
dow'd it with, will memory, and underſtanding ; nor 
he gave you a body, and aſſiſted it with life, ſpi- mo 
rits, and ſenſation; and form'd both to be inſtru- you 
mental to each-other's felicity. In return for this, cou 
it is true you cannot create any other beings, like tha 
yourſelves, that is an action which requires an ink- fore 
nit power, and you are but finit, limited creatures abo 

yourſelves, and, therefore, that is a return which 
1s not expeQed from you. But ſurely, you mar 8 
make uſe of the little limited power and facultic reig 
you have to contribute, as much as in you lies, to vou. 
the happineſs of thoſe other beings, which Gov to ſt 
has created along with you, and with the deſign, to ce 
that they ſhould be as happy as yourſelves. Surely ter“. 
then, your thwarting their happineſs, or negleQing 05 
any thing in your power to promote it, muſt be! ay 
contradiction to the ineffable deſign of God in cre [rien 
ting you, and them, and but a baſe, ungratefi inſta 
uſe of the being, which Gop has ſo graciouſſy g- moſt 
ven you for that end. coul 
It was the infinity of his love for you, beloved, ſo w 
which induced him to exert his omnipotence, it awfu 
the production of ſo many ſtupendous works of n- our 
ture. Why did he create the heavens, the eart), coulc 
the waters, the planets, the fields, the animals that 
and all that is beneath you, but for your uſe and too | 
delight. Nay, all mankind beſides were made fo! thing 
our ſake, and you for theirs, that you might ei- 2 8 
joy the pleaſure and benefits ariſing from ſociet) migh 
on 


All theſe are the beauteous works of your g i 

Gop, all theſe are the kind effects of his nos $- ſays ) 
love for you. He had no advantage to propoſe io | 
himſelf, his Heaven was eternally in himſelf, ard 
his own divine immenſity is ſufficient for him 1 
his angels, without any other exiſtence, For j We © © 
ſakes then were all theſe created. All are the bene An 


factions of that great lord, who, in love with v0, his fr 
choſe to expreſs his love by this vaſt profuſion © ap wh 
favours to you; that you overcome by this excel ht! 
of bounty, might ſtrive to correſpond to ſo much are pc 
affeQtion, by making a kind of grateful exchacz, Fos. 
and rendering, for his ſake; all the earthly a9" w___ 
tages you receive from him, common to all j® rA 
fellow creatures. For, O my Gov, ſurely '! "Tis 1 
immenſe wiſdom and goodneſs did not create ih- _— 
vaſt and ſpacious earth for but a few of us pool deriak 
reptil creatures, to ſtrut alone in, and elbow otheſ kim af 


out of? No, thou deſigned'ſt it for the uſe of 
that all might ſocially unite in ſharing mutually © S eracic 
benefits. with one- another. And, O how 2. [els 
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leſs are the benefits, beloved, which Gop beſtows 
upon you all, without diſtinction, to enable you to 
anſwer this great end; many of which are hidden 
from you, and many unrefletted on; not to mention 
the many and, almoſt, infinit number of thoſe you 
are ſenſible of, and yet have never thank'd him for, 
nor ſhewn the leaf acknowledgement of! What 
more could your amorous Lord do, to 1aduce 
you to love him, than he has done? What leſs 
could he demand of you, in proof of your love, 
than to do that good to one-another which he af- 
fords you power and means to do, and which he 1s 
above recciving himſelf ? 


So great is the affection your Almighty Sove- 
reign bears you, that not content with heaping fa- 
vours on you, as his creatures, he even vouchſafed 
to ſtoop his glory to accept of you for friends; and, 
to cement a ſtrict alliance with you, graciouſly en- 
ter'd into a Covenant of love with you, by which 

ou might partake with him of his eternal bliſs. 
Nay after you had fooliſhly and baſely forfeited his 
friendſhip, he ſent his only begotten ſon to re- 
inſtate you in it, at the immenſe expence of his 
moſt painful death. O my too loving Gop, what 


& could'ſt thou ſee in us poor, vile, ignoble wretches, 


ſo worthy of thy love, that thou could'ſt ſtoop thy 
awful Majeſty, and that of thy etenal ſon, to court 
our ſriendſhip. What pleaſure, or what benefit, 
could'ſt thou propoſe from ſuch a mean alliance as 
that of worms like us? Ah! Chriſtians, Gop was 
too happy in himſelf, from all eternity, before all 
things were created, to want any thing from you. 
He generouſly choſe you for his friends, that you 
might, in return, for ſo much goodneſs, be friends 
to one-another for his ſake. You are my friends, 
ſays your diſintereſted Lord, if you do what I com- 
mand you. And what does he command you more, 
28 a proof of your correſponding to his friendſhip, 
but that, You love one-anotber even as be bas loved 
you. : 

And how, beloved, how has he loved you as 
his friends? Why, by aſſiſting and helping you to 


all which affords you ſafety, eaſe, profit, and de- 


light eternal, and eye temporal. You-yourſelves 
are poſſeſt of nothing in, or out of yourſelves, that is 
good, in any ſenſe, but what imediately derives from 

oD. By him it is, you are, and move, and live, 
and breathe, you can do nothing, ſay nothing, think 
nothing, nor wiſh any thing, but in and by him. 
"Tis he that guards you ſleeping, and watches with 
you when awake; that gives ſucceſs to what you un- 

ertake, or comforts you indiſappointments. From 
him alone comes a llyour means of ſuſtenance, and all 
the pleaſures you enjoy. In ſhort, on all ſides he moſt 
graciouſly beſieges you with favours to make your 
obſtinate, unyielding hearts melt into love for him. 


bas loved us; and ſhall we have the power to re- 
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And all the proofs which he demands is, that you 
ſhould, for his ſake, force on — friends as he 
has done on you, the little favours you have 
in your power to beſtow, in lieu of his immenſe 
ones. 

Immenſe ones indeed, and had they been no 
more than thofe I now have mention'd ; all the af- 
fection you could ſhew him would be little. But, 
ah, to how much greater an exceſs did he not 
carry his affection? When you had forfeited that 
bliſs for which he made you, he ſpared no coſt to 
re- inſtate you in your former right, and prove 
himſelf your friend, by the moſt ſignal et 
which a Gop could give. To effeck this then, 
he ſent his only begotten ſon to ranſom you, that 
you might live by him. O inimitable goodneſs 
of my Gop! To remedy your evils, he pay'd not 
down the life of an Angel, a ſeraphim, or a whole 
legion of ſeraphic ſpirits. No: So well he loved 
you, O mortals, that he. diſburſed what was 
worth more than the united lives of all the choirs 
of Heaven. He ſcorn'd to give leſs than ſome- 
thing of his own, nay, ſomething of _ himſelf; and 
that, no leſs a ſomething than his eternal ſon, of. 
as immenſe a value as his Godhead. Him he gave 
up, without the leaft intereſt to himſelf, and him 
he expoſed to the cruel ignominious death of the 
croſs, for the pure love of you, whom he vouch- 
ſafed to look upon as friends. And with what 
chearful readineſs did not this ſon of Gop ſubmit 
to all the ſufferings, and humiliation, which ſavage 
cruelty could load him with! And all to ſhew you 
how much you ought to do for one-another. No 
man, ſays this your loving Lord, can have a grea- 
ter charity for his friends, than he who lays down 
his life for them. And yet, even here your graci- 
ous benefactor could not ſtop, but, even, went 
ſo far, as to leave that precious blocd, for a per- 
petual ſource of grace, and helps for you. O hbe- 
rality unbounded ! O unexhauſted fountain of pro- 
digious love! Ah! Where is the created monarch, . 
who would devote to death his, guiltleſs, only ſon, 
a ſon; he loved to the utmoſt extent of tenderneſs, 
for mere friendſhip to his vaſſals? Where is the 
prince, who generouſly would offer io ſeal a friend- 
ſhip, between a father and his ſubjects, with his 
blood? Where is the man, who, would conſent to 
part with one cup of his ſuperfluqus blood, to 
quench the thirſt of thoſe he loved the moſt? Vet, 
this your Gop and Saviour graciouſly has done 
for you and me. Ah! Shall our ſouls not melt 


then, Chriſtians, and be diſſolved with grateful 


love for him? Shall Gop then, after having pro-- 


ved his love for us, by ſuch ſtupendous charity, 


only demand of us the flight return of loving one- 
nother to the utmoſt of our power, even as be 


fuſe - 
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fuſe him this little proof of gratitude? What tho' charity, if you can know of ſo many of your fel. nl 
we gave up all we have in charity to others; what low-creatures in priſon, and never ſet your foot C 
tho*-we gave up all our time, and eaſe, and liberty, within one to viſit them, hear of ſo many widow; ſu 
and perſons, to acts of mercy, to our neighbours. and orphans, hungry and buried in ignorance, and cl 
What tho', in a word, we ſacrifice our lives for put yourſelves to no convenience to feed, or inſtru& m 
them; can we do too much to correſpond to ſuch them? Will bare good-wiſhes, think you, ſuffice Ye 
a love as Gop has ſhewn to us? Tho' every ſin- to diſcharge your duty of loving all theſe as Chriſt be 
gle life of ours was worth the lives of all the angels; loved you? If he had confined his friendſhip, for gr 
and every-one of us ſhould ſacrifice that life for you, to bare inactive wiſhes, O how much more re 
one ſingle man; yet, would the victim, we ſhould miſerable would you not, muſt you not be, than ny 
offer, fall infinitly ſhort of the invaluable ſacrifice the moſt wretched of thoſe your fellow- creatures, G 
which Gop firſt made for us. His was the infinit whom you look down on with ſo much contempt ar 
benevolence of a gracious Gop to his unſerviceable and ne glect. tia 
creatures, ours would be, at laſt, but a finit ac- But, perhaps, to your friends, beloved, your Je 
knowledgment to Gop of the infinit debt we owe own good-nature will incline you to be charitable th 
him. s As. for the reſt, you cry, they are none of your all 
Alas then, Chriſtians, how can you without acquaintance, you never heard of them before, or, yo 
trembling think on your deficiency of; love for elſe, they are ſtrangers, they are foreigners, they tra 
God, in return for the infinit love he has ex- agree not with you in religion, in politics, or you fil 
preſs'd for you? You have no means to ſhew like not their character. Alas, are their diſtreſſes rat 
your gratitude to him, but by the love you leſs for that, or are you leſs bound to love them any 
expreſs to one-another. With what tender af- with the tender bowels of fraternal charity? Ah! pre 
fection then ought you not to love and ſerve your No: ”Tis the vain excuſe of your own hard heart. you 
friends, your acquaintance, and all mankind? How Whatever religion, nation, or perſonal worth, wil 
eager ought you not to be to ſerve, aſſiſt, and perſon, in diſtreſs, be of, he is ſtill your neighbour, fuſ 
comfort them, to rejoice with them in their inno- ſtill the image and creature of Gop, whether fell 
cent pleaſures, to condole with, and compaſſionate known to you or not. If he is virtuous, you te- wi 
them in their ſorrows, to relieve them when nee- lieve one of Gop's favorites; if he is vicious, Jou ing 
dy, to viſit them when ſick, or Impriſon'd, to in- may gain a ſoul to Gobp, and whether it does or you 
ſtruct them when ignorant, to counſel them when does not, by preſerving him from periſhing, you fert 
faulty, to hide and excuſe their failings to yourſelves do no more than what the mercy of God ſets you ow 
and others, to publiſh their juſt, praiſe; in a word, an example of, who cauſes his ſun to ſhine en fie are 
to do all the good offices for them, in your power, good and on the bad, and raineth upon the juſt and ibe get 
and to avoid all that in you lies the giving them any unjuſt. All mankind then, good or bad, acquai- lea, 
juſt offence. Can you. do leſs than this, for the tance or ſtrangers, are your fellow-creatures, at it f 
ſake of him who has done ſo much for you? Every- images of your eternal Benefactor, and they ve unb 
one of the infinit favours which Gop has beſtow'd intitled to all the charitable offices you can render Wel 
upon you, is a debt you owe him, and his divine them in gratitude to him. To love your neigh- I 
Juſtice demands all the return you can make, Since bours, with that charity which Gop has expreſs I f 
then, you are incapable of doing him the good he to you, you are to love them for his ſake, withort ſtar 
has done to you, and ſince he has transferr'd his regard to any amiable qualities in them. For, what wit 
right, in all the advantages of the little good you can amiable qualities did Gop find in you, when fir ſuff 
do, to your neighbours, as he cannot benefit by it he vouchſafed to love you? It was when you "® as | 
himſelf, ſurely, the leaſt you can do, is in love buried in the dark abyſs of nothing, that GoD & and 
and obedience to him, to do them all the good you his beneficent eyes upon you; and, what has 10 mie 
can. This he has declared his poſitive will, this being cannot appear lovely, nor draw the affe dien thee 
he inſiſts on as the eſſential proof of your gratitude of any. Nevertheleſs, in this poor, deſpicable h- ſinf 
to him, and this he declares to be the only means tuation he ſtoop'd io love you, and, moved to 2. . 
you have of ſhewing that you belong to him. In fection for you, drew you — thence, to ente n 
e, and many natural gifts. Still, ches Seat 


this ſhall all men know that, you are my diſciples, you with li 
if you bave love for one-another. you came into the world, what was you in b 
How then can you, beloved, pretend to be diſ- fight, but a foul veſſel of original fin, yet he ci. an. 
ciples of your loving Saviour; how can you ſhew ried on his affection for you, waſh'd you w ; & 
your gratitude to your beneficent Gop, if you can precious blood, cloath'd you with his grace, yy 
Tee his. images, your neighbours whom he has fed you with his ſacred body. Ah, my VO” Batu 


o wret- your 


5 his 


commanded you to love ſuffering, and not relieve what an exceſs of love was this to ſtrangers, ! Fall of 
them, naked, and not cloath them. What is your ches, to worms, void of all that is lovely, fu 


after 


all that is odious in thy ſight ! For ſhame, then, 
Chriſtians, forbear to talk of ſtrangers, alledge not 
ſuch frivolous excuſes for your ſcandalous want of 
charity. None of all your fellow-creatures can be 
more ſtrange, or have leſs to recommend them to 


you, than you to. Gop, before you were created, 


before you were regenerated: And, ah! Heaven 
grant that this be not true, in ſome ſenſe, with 
regard to many of you, even now. Alas, too ma- 
ny of you, I fear, were not only eſtranged from 
Gop, from the very wombs of your mother, but 
are even ſo now. For, what numbers of Chriſ- 
tians may not Gop complain of, as he did of the 
Jews, theſe people bonour me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me. And yet, which ot 
all you, whoſe hearts are eſtranged from Gop, in 
your criminal purſuits, find his mercy totally eſ- 
tranged from you? Does he not till protect you, 
ſtill provide for you, till viſit you with his inſpi- 
rations and calls to repentance; and, as flow in 
anger as he is terrible in wrath, does he not ſtill 
preſerve you from dying in the reprobate condition 
you are in, in hopes of overcoming your obſtinacy 
with goodneſs? With what face then can you re- 
fuſe to practiſe works of mercy to ſuch of your 
fellow-creatures as ſtand in need of your aſſiſtance, 
with the pretext of their being ſtrangers, or want- 
ing any amiable qualities to recommend them to 
your love? Know you not, that Gop has tranſ- 
terr'd, to every-one of your fellow-creatures, his 
own right in all the advantages of the good = 
are abie to do in return for his love. Can you for- 
get that he has told you, that what you do to the 
leaſt of them you do to him. So impoſlible then is 
it for you to be grateful to him, without bearing an 
unbounded affection to all mankind, ſtrangers as 
well as friends. | 

I had almoſt ſaid, enemies too: And, if I had, 
I ſhould not have exceeded the truth. The in- 
ſtance I have juft given you of Gop's patience, 
with ſuch of you as are aQually ſo, is, of itſelf, 
ſufficient to prove that you cannot love one-another 
as he has loved you, without practiſing a ſincere 
and perfect charity, even to the worſt of your ene- 
mies. But, O my Gop, is there any need for 
thee to ſuffer, any longer, the ingratitude of us 
ſinful wretches, to prove thy exceſs of love to us, 
even, when thy baſeſt enemies? No, Chriſtians 
was he, for the future, to thunder down his ven- 


geance upon every ſinner, in the very inſtant of 


his offending him, the many. and rodigious in- 
flances he has already given of his orgiveneſs to 
you, after ſo often, and groſly inſulting him, 
would be more than ſufficient to lay an eternal obli- 
gation on you, of practiſing the niceſt charity to 
your neighbours, let them - injure you ever ſo 
brievouſly, and ever ſo often. It muſt be own'd, 
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that Gop has ſignalized his love for you, to the 
utmoſt exceſs, in ſuffering ſo many affronts and 
inſults as every-one of your ſins amount to. Sure- 
ly, I fay, it muſt be own'd, that his love for you is 
unlimited, ſince he could, and would forgive ſo 
many baſe injuries from miſerable worms like us. 
Gop is not inſenſible of the heinouſneſs of them, 
he ſecs them all, in all their horror, knows how 
oppoſit they are to the greatneſs of his majeſty ; 
he eyes them in the moſt lively manner, and deteſls 
them with the utmoſt abhorrence. Nor, does he 
ſtifle his reſentment, as you often do, for want of 
the power of revenge. No, he could, and can, 
whenever he pleaſes, create a thouſand hells for 
2 one of you, the very minute you preſume to 
offend him. Inſtead of which, he has been pleaſ- 
ed, with ineffable meekneſs and benevolence, not 


only to bear with all your ingratitude, but, even 


to have compaſſion on you, who have thus baſely 
treated your Chief, your only great benefaQor. 
Ah! When was there ever known a monarch, who, 
having it in his power to punifh, with the utmoſt 
rigour of juſtice, ſuch of his vaſſals as had often at- 
tempted to * him, not only forbore puniſhing 
them, but even loaded them with freſh proofs of 
his favour. Yet thus has God acted with you. 
Ah, how many treacheries and infidelities has he 
not borne with from you, and yet continued his 
benevolence to you! Every mortal ſin you have 
committed, has been a horrible conſpiracy againſt 
the honour and dignity of your divine Sovereign, 
and, O how often has he put up with ſuch treaſons 
from you, and not only forbore to inflict on your 
raſhneſs and baſeneſs, the eternal chaſtiſements due 
to them, but even heap'd innumerable favours. 
Ah, Chriſtians, what return then can you make to 
Gop, for all this mercy, leſs than that which he re- 
quires of you, of bearing with the leſſer injuries 
you receive from one-another, and returning all the 
youu you can practiſe, for all the evil you can receive. 

et your neighbours load you with all the abuſe 
they can, *tis ſtill but a finit offence, and, there- 
fore, can never amount to the greatneſs of the in- 
jury you offer to Gop, in every ſingle, mortal 
ſin, which is an infinit offence, becauſe it is an in- 
ſult offered to an infinit being, to whom you have 
infinit obligations. | 

What ſay you, Chriſtians ? You are ready to be 
econciled to your enemies, if they would but 
make the firſt advances towards your forgiving 
them? O, my Gop ! Had'ſt thou waited till we 
firſt were converted to thee, before thou had'ſt ad- 
vanced towards us with thy converting mercy, 
how ſhould we ever have attain'd to forgiveneſs ? 
No, Gop ſees the inflexibility of your hearts in fin, 
and how little diſpoſed you are of yourſelves to 


treat with him on a reconciliation, and, therefore, 
graciouſly 
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graciouſly ſends you his invitations to repentance, 
as if he ſtood in need of your friendſhip; where- 
as, he was eternally happy before you were creat- 
ed, and would be equally ſo if you ſhould all pe- 
riſh. Can you then, O ſtubborn mortals, reflſe 
to melt into mercy at the ſight of ſo much gene- 
roſity? Can you refuſe to make the firſt advances 
towards a reconciliation with ſuch of your equals, 
by nature, as have offended you, when your Gop 
can ſtoop to make the firſt advances towards a re- 
conciliation with you, who are his creatures infi- 


nitly beneath him, and have infinitly offended 


him ? 

You have no other means than theſe to ſhew 
your gratitude to Gop, for ſuch infinite genero- 
ſity, nor to pay the debt it lays you under. And, 
how immenſely great is not his goodneſs in puttin 
it thus in your power to diſcharge fo infinit a debt 
Alas, though the enmity of your neighbours ſhould 
level at all your ſubſtance, your peace, your repu- 
tation, your life, and all that is dear to you, it 
would {till fall ſhort of your enmity to God, in 
one mortal ſin. Every mortal ſin of yours coſt no 
leſs than the death of his divine Son. O, how pa- 
tient and forgiving would you not think an earthly 
ſovereign, who ſhould not be tired with pardoning 


a treacherous ſubject, who, after being loaded with 


all the favours he could heap upon him, had cruel- 
ly murder'd ten of his children. And yet, how 
much greater is not the patience and forgiveneſs 
which Gop has ſhewn to you, in forgiving you, 
after having murdered not ten, but, ps, hun- 
dreds and hundreds of times, his divine, his only, 
his dearly beloved Son, by the mortal ſins you have 
committed againſt his commandments, every-one 
of which was, in it's nature, a freſh crucifixion of 
Jesvs CuRisr, who died on a ſhameful, painful 


_ croſs, for every fin, in particular, which you have 


committed! This ts a patience, a forgiveneſs which 
could find room only in the heart of a Gop infinitly 
in love with us. And, how much greater does not 
his affe ction to us appear in this than to the angels. 
In them he would not even put up with the firſt 
offence, but condemned whole millions of legions 
of them to eternal miſery, for one fingle inſult, 
and yet, not only patiently endures with thouſands 
of inſults from every- one of us, but even continues 
his benevolence to us, and courts us to renew a 
fri& friendſhip with him, by the moſt endearing 
invitations. O, my Gop, what return ſhall we 
make thee for all this immenſity of love ? 

What ſay'ſt thou, gracious Lord? Love your enc- 
mies, do good to thoſe who hate you, pray for thoſe 
who perfecute you. Yes, my heavenly Lord, I 
hear thee, but what is this to the infinit obliga- 
tions we owe to thee? They have offended us but 


fnitly, and we have infinitly offended thee. What 


then can our forgiveneſs to them be in compariſon 
of thine to us? Thou ar't the infinit Being to 
whem we owe the utmoſt charity we are capable 
of, and how, alas, can they ſupply thy place? No 
matter, ſuch is my heavenly, gracious condeſcen- 
ſion, ſays God, to ſubſtitute them to receive the 
effects of your charity. And, therefore, what you 
do to one of the leaſi of mine you have done to ne. 
O, what unparallel'd goodneſs, Chriſtians, does 
not Gop diſplay in this all-gracious condeſcenſion. 
Thus does he afford you the means to diſcharge 
yourſelves of this great debt you owe to him. He 
has exerted all the infinity of his wiſdom, power, 
and goodneſs, to do yeu good in quality of his 
friends. Nay, ere you could be ſo, while you 
were ſtrangers to him, buried in the dark abyſs af 
nothing, he carried his affection to the drawing you 
from thence, raiſing you to the power of being hi; 
friends, and courted you to it by all the benefic- 
tions which a Gop, ſo merciful, could load you 
with. O, who but Gop would not have ſtopped 
his hand after the abuſe of ſo many favours? But, 
he, as if he had been inſenſible of all your baſe- 
neſs to him, or, as if he had been pleaſed wit 
being inſulted, has till return'd all your baſene6 
with freſh proofs of unutterable love, ſpared no 
expence, net even the death, the cruel, ſhameful 
death, of his divine beloved, only begotten Son, to 
reinſtate you in your right to that eternal bliſs, for 
which he made you, and of which you proved your- 
ſelves ſo undeſerving. And all this, only to ove 
come your vileneſs with his bounty, and make you 
happy againſt your inclinations. And ſhall he not 
then ſucceed, Chriſtians, after all this exceſs « 
love? Shall it be ſaid, that he, who has loved yu 
to ſuch a ſweet extreme, ſhall aſk no other retum 
of you than, that, for his ſake, you love one - an. 
ther, to the utmoſt of your power, even as be bt 
loved you, and, yet, be refuſed ? Shall he have done 
ſo much for you, when ſtrangers to him, 1, 
when odious to him, and you refuſe a charitable 
tenderneſs to ſtrangers in diſtreſs, ſhall he habe 
loved and treated you as friends, and you not tres! 
your neighbours as ſuch, or love your friends w. 

a mere outſide ſhew ? Shall he have pardon'd Jou 
ſuch infinit offences, nay, added to his parden 
ſuch ineffable effects of mercy, and you continue 
your reſentment to your neighbours for eve 
flight offence. If revenge appears ſo ſweet to Jon, 
beloved, forget not that you are creatuſG, 
ought to give the preference to Gov. He be 
not yet revenged the blood of his eternal _ 
And, tilt he does, your vengeance muſt be out o 
time, What ſhall worms, like you, take place I 
Gop. No, while he forgives, you muſt : And, not! 


bare expreſſion, but, like him, in fact. 25 ys 
to pretend forgiveneſs : But which is caſter, ® 
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text ſays, to ſay to your neighbour, your ſins are 
forgiven you, as far as relates to me, or to ſhew 
you are in earneſt, by withdrawing the effects of 
your reſentment, and reinſtating him in your fa- 
vour by freſh benefits? "Twas thus your Saviour, 
in this goſpel, gave proofs of his forgiveneſs, and 
thus muſt you confirm your own. This 1s the on- 
ly means you have to make a grateful return to 
Gov for all the love he has ſhewn to you. This 
he expreſly requires of you, that you love one-ano- 


ther even as be har loved you. And, by this love 
alone, he tells you, that all men ſball know you 
are his diſciples, If you are not his diſciples in 
vain he has redeem'd you ; and, if you are, by 
loving one-another as he loved you, you will reap 
the benefit of being ſuch, which is to /ive by bin; 
for to this end alone did he come into the world, 
ſays St. Jobn, that you might live by bim, a life of 
grace on earth, and a life of eternal glory in Hea- 
ven. Which, c. In the name, &c. 
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St. MATTHEW xxii. 14. 
Many are call'd but few are choſen. 


W HEN the eternal King ot Heaven, out of 
his ſuperabundant goodneſs to the creatures 
of his own making, was graciouſly pleaſed to wed 
his divine Son Jeſus, by giving him the Holy 
Church for his immaculate ſpouſe; his intention 
was that all mankind might reap the benefit, and 
partake in the joy of thoſe ineffable nuptials. To 
the Jews, however, it was that he ſent his firſt 
and ſpecial invitations, they being then his diſtin- 
guiſh'd favorites. But, alas! They were beſotted 
enough to neglect the profer'd bleſſing, hurried a- 
way, ſome by intereſt, ſome by pleaſure, all by 
the darling objects of their different, unruly appe- 
tites, It was then, O Chriſtians, that the divine 
Majeſty, loth to leave his favours uncommunicated, 
ſent out his ſervants into the ſtreets, into the high- 
ways, to gather you from among the different na- 
tions, to partake of the riches of his goodneſs. 
But, ah, how 7 you correſpond to ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of bounty! How many of you remain as inſen- 
ſible to the divine favour as the Jews How few of 
you fall ſhort of them in negle& ! What numbers 
exceed them in ingratitude ! Where is the Chriſ- 
tian, who does not make . intereſt the mea- 
ſure of his religious praQtiſe? Where is the Catho- 
lic who compels pleaſure to give place to duty? 
Have you not every - one your ſtage of buſineſs, your 
place of pleaſure, your proſpe& of applauſe, to di- 
vert you from liſtening to the voice of Gov, who 
invites you to be his gueſt? Ina word, How man 

are ca led, and bow few are choſen ! For your 
part, Chriſtians, you are all of you call'd. But 
are you all of the number choſen? You are all wel 
come gueſt, you are all invited by Gop to the ban- 


quet of his glory. But have you all the nup tial veſt 
of his grace? Alas, would you could with any truth 
ſay, yes. To what then, ſhall I impute. your ne- 

le of ſo material a point, or what arguments 
ſhall I uſe to convince you of the greatneſs of your 
overſight? To ſet you right, Chriſtians, all I can 
ſay is, that you will have no one to blame but 
yourſelves, if you are not elected into the ſtate of 
glory to which you are call'd. And this I ſhall en- 
deavour to convince you of; 


I. By pointing out the general cauſes of repro- 
bation in many of thoſe who are call'd. 

II. By ſhewing, that all being call'd to be cho- 
ſen, every-one has his election in his own 
reach : And | 

IIL By conſidering the neceſſa 
flowing from theſe truths, a 
they ought to raiſe in us, 


conſequences 
the reflections 


O thou dear generous Lord, who has't pre- 
„ pered the banquet of thy glory for us, be not 
© content to call us kindly to it; but mercifully 
** ſend thy efficacious grace, which may ſweetly 
„ draw us all to accept thy liberal invitation, and 
cloath us with the nuptial, garment of thy love 
that we may be elect as well as call'd.” 

I. There are few, very few, who can plead in- 
voluntary ignorance as any tolerable excuſe, even 
to men, for the exceſſes they give into againſt the 
laws of Gop and his Church. And none, no-not 
one can alledge it to Gop, but infants and idiots. 
All others have knowledge. enough given them, to 
lead them to eternal felicity ; Ge of crefore, is it 


that they are culpable in ſwerving from it: For, as 
St. James ſays, to hin, who knoweth good and doth 
it nat, to hin is the ſin, Had the divine Creator 

0 | + left 
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left man in an abſolute ignorance of good or evil, 
and a total ſtranger to the future happineſs reſult- 
ing from the one, as well as to the ſubſequent miſery 
flowing from the other, the choice of either would 
have been an indifferent action, incapable, in itſelf, 
of praiſe or blame. But, ſuch is the infinit good- 
neſs of the Almighty, that he enlightens all men 
coming into this world, ſufficiently to work their 
ſalvation. 'There is no one ſo ignorant as not to 
know good from evil, and the inviting, or terrify- 
ing conſequence of his good or bad choice. Every 


man knows the certainty of miſery, and the preca- 


riouſneſs of happineſs in this life. And without the 
help of any higher lights than thoſe of nature, all 
nations, all degrees of men, are unanimous in the 
belief (not to call it conviction) of a future more 
ſolid, certain felicity. Nay, however, they may vary 
in their ideas of that felicity, yet all agree, that 
the practice of every virtue is the only means to at- 
tain to it. And, that yearning after felicity which 
Gop has ſo ſtrongly ingrafted in every human 
breaſt, is ſufficient to make every-one earneſtly de- 
ſirous of happineſs beyond death. 
Why then do we ſee ſo few, who purſue that 
happineſs in earneſt? Why do ſo many take the 
meaſvres, diametrically oppoſite to the avow'd 
means, by which alone that felicity can be obtain- 
ed? The reaſon is obvious. Mankind are hurried 
away from their happineſs, by the miſapplication of 
thoſe paſſions, which were given them to animate 
them in the right purſuit of it. In ſhort, paſſion 
led on by precipitancy, has brought human nature 
to ſuch a paſs, that there is very little difference to 
be made between age and infancy, if you except 
years and guilt. The greateſt part of men are but 
tull-grown children, who a& by ſtarts, and think 
by appearances. The difference between their in- 
fancy, their youth, and their manhood is, that 
their paſſions grow ſtronger, their reaſon weaker, 
and their guilt heavier, and more unpardonable, as 
the conſequence is more fatal. But in every ſtage 
alike, they are determin'd by the outſides of things, 
becauſe too indolent to penetrate farther; and, un- 
accuſtom'd to carry their imagination beyond the 
1 the future affects them but little, if at all. 
A young child will prefer a braſs counter before 
him, to the future poſſeſſion of a golden medal: 
And a youth, in his E will ſometimes give 
up bis right to a plentiful eſtate, for a trifling ſum 
to gratify a preſent appetite with. Yet, theſe are 
rules which will admit of many exceptions, as we 
know by experience. But, how few exceptions are 
to be found of men, who will not give up the trea- 
fures of God's glory to purſue a trifling lucre in 
view! For one, whom we. may except, how ma- 
ny millions are there who, knowingly and willingly 
give up the future, ſolid joys of Heaven in exchange 
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. renounce t. 


for a trivial, empty,. fleeting, preſent pleaſure, 
which muſt caſt them, without compariſon, more 
pains and uneaſineſs to poſſeſs, than it required to 


Pleaſure profit and applauſe, are the three great 
motives, to which Gop has confined all our pur- 
ſuits : And theſe, rightly applied, are ſufficient to 
guide all men to ſalvation. But, how generally, 
alas, are they miſapplied ! If pleaſure be your pur- 
ſuit, Chriſtians, who of you all need want a mo- 
tive to follow the call of God to his ſervice, when 
22 a ſhare of ſuch exquiſite delight, as ch 

ath not ſeen, ear hath not beard, nor bath it en- 
tered into the beart of man? But, alas, this plea- 
ſure, great as it is believed, great as it really b, 
you eye a far off, you look upon as future; and, 
therefore, impatient of more ſpeedy enjoyment, 
you are deaf to Gop when he calls you to it. 4 
preſent luſt, a ſudden revenge, and actual luxury, 
have more prevalent charms, and you give them 
the preference. Why, O letcher, do you. perfil 
in that criminal enjoyment, which you are uncer- 
tain of poſſeſſing, when a more ſolid fruition 5 
proferred you for eternity? Why, O implacable 
wretch, do you purſue reſentment, when invited 
back to a more noble triumph, by the avenger ot 
all wrongs? Why, O glutton, will you pampet 
your depraved appetite, in defiance of the laws d 
Gop and his Church, when your temperance 
would be ſo ſubſtantially requited at the. banquet 
of his eternal love. Ah! The cauſe is but 100 
plain, the preſent pleaſure ſtands between you and 
eternity, Gop calls you to the pleaſures he creat- 
ed you for: But every-one of you has form'd 3 
pleaſure of his own to himſelf, and Gop may cal 
to eternity, you will never liſten to him. 

Why does that miſer place his happineſs in uſu- 
ry? Why does this other tradeſmen delight in vt 
juſt gain, impoſe on his dealers, and defraud h 
creditors, contrary to the known laws of Gob, 
and the dictates of his own conſcience ? and, Why 
do you, O heartleſs Chriſtians, reſiſt the know 
truth, impugn it, delay embracing it, or bluſh g 
defend it, where your worldly intereſt is at ſtake 
Is it that you are inſenſible of the infinit treaſures 
hoarded up for ſuch as renounce the world and it 
intereſts, to anſwer the call of Chriſt? Or, ig f, 
that you are not deſirous of them ? No, neither 15: 
true. You both know the rewards, and yearn 27 
ter them. But preſent intereſt preſents itſelf to your 
captivated view, in the moſt amiable light; bor 
have not the patience to wait for the future. 
Gop may call on, you are ſtill deaf to his voice. 

How few ambitious men would there be; * 
ſmall would be the number of thoſe, who, > K 
expence of virtue, of peace, and of life itſelf, ar 


in perpetual purſuit, of power, dignity, and , * 
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dor; how very ſmall, I ſay, would be their num- 
ber, but, for the empty applauſe and homages of a 
flattering world ! But, are there not greater de- 
grees of applauſe promiſed by Gop to ſuch as re- 
nounce Ml theſe i Chriſt's ſake, and to anſwer 
his call to glory? Yes, ah yes! They who re- 
nounce the applauſe of men, will be applauded by 
Gop himſelf in the preſence of the whole world. 
They who have courage enough to aſſert Chriſt 
before men, without fear of their ridicule, or diſap- 
probation, will, one day, be commended by him 
the preſence of men, angels, and God himſelf. That 
man, who dares be chaſte, amidſt the ſneers of a 
leud company, dares be honeſt amidſt the ſcoffs of 
knaves, and ſober in ſpite of the mockery of drun- 
kards, ſhall, inſtead of the falſe applauſe he had the 
heart to deſpiſe, receive the ſolid praiſe of his juſt 
God, in the face of the univerſe. Is not the ex- 
change then worth waiting? yes; but ah, Chriſtians, 
ſuch is your impatience and precipitance, that they 
ſuffer you not to weigh the future with the preſent. 
Applauſe is what you covet; the preſent is before 
you, and the future you will not caſt an eye to- 
wards; therefore are you ſo groſly cheated out of 
your eternal felicity. Therefore, in a word, is it 
that none of you have ears when Gop invites you 
to his glory : Becauſe one has tuned his ſenſes to 
the immediate voice of pleaſure, another to the in- 
vitation of actual intereſt, and a third to the ma- 
gic ſound of preſent flattery. Toexpreſs it in the 
words of the goſpel, one has his farm or rural en- 
tertainments to attend to, another his traffic, and 
worldly commerce, another his wife, or ſomething 
worſe, 

There are, indeed, a kind of Chriſtians, who 
ought to be excepted from thoſe we have been tal- 
king of, To ſpeak truth, the pleaſure, profit, or 
applauſe of the world, have very little ſhare in their 
motives of acting. But then, they are full as in- 
different to thoſe of Heaven. It is not that they 
do not defire, and deſire earneſtly to be happy 
with Gop and his angels: But then their deſires, 

owe ver earneſt, are ineffectual. They know, that 
the kingdom of beaven ſuffers violence,and therefore 

bituated to indolence, they chuſe rather to risk a 


, Perpetual excluſion from it, than to be at the pains 


of violenting themſelves in any thing. And tho? 
the nuptial veſt of Gop's grace be ſufficient to 
qualify them, to partake of the banquet of his glory, 
they will rather hazard a ſhamefal repulſe, than 
be at the pains of acquiring and preſerving it. In 
ſhort, they ſlothfully ſuffer themſelves to {ink into 
the number of the reproved, rather than be at the 
trouble, as they think it, of ſtretching forth their 
hand to lay hold of the eleQion to bliſs, which 


courts their acceptance, This naturally leads me 


to ſhew you, 


Vol. II. 


Secondly, That all mankind being call'd by Gop- 

with the intent that they might be choſen to 
his glory, every-one has his own election, 
within his own reach. 

That Gop created all mankind, to enjoy eternal 
felicity with him, is too univerſally acknowledged, 
to ſtand in need, at preſent, of any ſupport. To 
whom then can it be owing, that they are not all 
as happy as he deſign'd them to be? It muſt be 
abſurd to, imagin that Gop would act any thing 
deſtructive of his own divine purpoſe. And if he 
created them to be happy, he muſt give them the 
means to be ſo: Since it is beneath his infinit wiſ- 
dom to deſire them to be, what they had not the 
power of being. If then man was provided with 
all the means, requiſite to attain to eternal felicity, 
is it not his own fault that he neglects thoſe means, 
and in ſo doing forfeits the bliſs he was deſign'd 
for? It is true, indeed, that man was no ſooner inveſt- 
ed with the right to eternal glory, than he forfeited 
that glory, and the very means to recover his origi- 
nal right. And yet, Gop was ſo far from taking 
advantage of the fall of man, to exclude the whole 
race from the bliſs he had given them a right to, in 
virtue of his promiſe; that he ſent his only begot- 
ten ſon to re-inſtate them in their abilities, and re- 
ſtore them, at the immenſe price of his precious 
blood, to the means of ſalvation, which they had 
loſt. None were excepted from this act of grace: 
It is univerſal, and take in all who will benefit by 
it. Come to me, ſays Chriſt, all you who labour 
and are beavy laden I will refreſh yzu. They who 
have grace are invited to receive the means, to 
preſerve and augment it; they who have none, that 
is, they,who are oppreſs'd with fin, and labour under 
the load of, guilt, are invited to diſburden them- 
ſelves, at Chriſt's feet, and to receive the refreſh- 
ment of his grace. All, all are invited. The wor- 
thy, and the unworthy alike are call'd : Or, rather, 
none are unworthy with him of being choſen, but 
ſuch as are unwilling to he ſo. N 

Come to me all, ſays Chriſt: All then are invi- 
ted. It is true, he compels none, that they who 
accept his invitation may have the merit of doi 
it. Gop created man a free agent, and left in his 

wer the choice of happineſs or miſery, that chuſ- 
ing the bliſs, deſign'd for him, he might poſſeſs it 
in the moſt perfe& manner his being was capable 
of, by poſſeſſing it in his own right, in virtue of 
God's unalterable promiſe. It would haye been 


then inconſiſtent, with his ineffable goodneſs, to 


diveſt him of that which he created him for, by 
violenting his free-will. And ah, my Gop | Who 
would think, that man could be ſo much his own 
enemy, to ſtand in need of any force to be made 
eternally happy, 


. Gop, 
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Gop, it is plain, O mortals, is better acquaint- 
ed with you, than you with yourſelves. and, there- 
fore, though he does not force your will, he af- 
forded you grace, lights, and means, ſufficient to 
bias that free-will to the choice of your own hap- 

ineſs. If then you ſlight that grace, if you neg- 

& thoſe lights, if you abuſe thoſe means, ſhall 
Gop be reputed unjuſt for not forcing you ? What 
could I do to my vine, ſays Gop, and bave not 
done it? 

It will, perhaps, be objected, that a man, who 
is ina ſtate of mortal ſin, cannot be releaſed from it 
but by Gop's grace. True: Yet, how came he to 
fall into that ſtate, but by abuſing the grace, and 
neglecting the lights firſt given him. Gop illumi- 
nates all men coming into this world, with ſufficient 
light for their preſent exigence, if they make a right 
uſe of that light, he augments it, and adds light to 
light, in proportion to their improvement of it, till 
they ack to that perfe& grace requiſite to eternal 
ſalvation, And ſuch, as never reach to that grace, 
are they, who have abuſed the firſt lights given 
them, and thereby forfeited any farther ones. And, 

et, no one is ſo void of grace, but he may have it 
or aſking: And, ſurely, tis a very trivial favour 
which is not worth a petition, Aſt and ye — 
Bave, fays Chriſt, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and 
it fball be open'd to you. You need then but aſk, 
and have. Does not God, in the ſolemneſt man- 
ner, proteſt that he will not the death of a ſinner. 
No: He defires that you 2 be converted and 
be ſaved. Is not your lite then left at your own 
option? What does Gop require of you, ſays the 
prophet, but that you love bim? Is this ſo arduous 
a taſk? You may ſay you cannot faſt, you cannot 
oo alms, you cannot kneel long: It may be true, 
Dr ought I can gainſay. But can you, O Chriſ- 
Hans, with any truth fay, I cannot love what is in- 
finitly lovely ? And, yet, this is all you are aſk- 
ed. This is that perfect charity, that grace, that 
nuptial 'garment, which intitles you to fit at the 
banquet of God's glory. Is it not plain then to a 
demonftration, O, beloved Chriſtians, that your 
election is within your own reach? Let us, there- 
fore, in paſſing, caſt an eye on the important con- 
fequences to be drawn from thefe truths, which 
will make the-third confideration, propofed in this 
diſcourſe, and introduce my concluſion. 


III. From what has been ſaid, we muſt neceſſa- 
rily infer, that the work of our ſalvation abſolutely 
depends upon our concurrence with the divine 
grace. And ſince that grace is given to all, who 
aſk it, none can plead a legitimate excuſe for the 
want of it. If, therefore, we ſhould be damn'd, 
Chriſtians, we ſhall have this melancholy circum- 


ſtance to aggravate our miſery, that. our ſufferings 
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| tholics. What wonder then, that of the many who 


will be unpitied. Itis ſome alleviation, to a wretch, 
in the midſt of the greateſt of evils, when he is con- 
ſcious of not having drawn them upon himſelf. 
But, the wretched objects of God's wrath will have — 
no room for this ſolitary comfort. No, their ſuffer. 


ings will be ſharpen'd by the ſting of their conſci- = 
ence, which will perpetually remind them, that — 
they themſelves were the voluntary authors of their TY 
own irreparable miſery. And, what will ſwell be 
the ſum of their deſpair will be the hateful, yet, hig 
ever preſent compariſon of the infinit ſubſtantia upe 
bliſs they have loſt, with the * triſles they ex · tha 
changed it for. What rage muſt not poſſeſs them, con 
when they eye, with one thought, the ſolid felicity * 
of the bleſſed: and the uncertain, fleeting, empty 

Joys, for which they conſented to renounce it! How * 
can they, without deſpair, compare the treaſures — 
of Heaven with the falſe lucre they accepted in ex- 

change for them? And, can they be witneſſes to 

the praiſes which Gop will give to his ſervants, for 

having preferr'd his love to all human reſpe&s, and 

remain in a ſtate of tranquillity? No. The invi 

tation of Chriſt to his ele&: Come ye Bleſſed of m 

Father, will throw them into an agony of envy a 

deſpair, which can ſcarce be augmented by the hor- 4 
rid ſentence pronounced againſt themſelves : Go 9 ” 
curſed into everlaſting fire. How beſotted then i 51 
every mortal who will run ſo dreadful a riſk, whe! — 
in his power to avoid it. How ſtrangely infatuated , 
muſt he be to renounce thus an eternity of happ' fo 
neſs, and embrace an eternity of wretchedneſs, fot Py 
the ſake of an 1 rofit, or applauſe, th y 
world can affor him! Eſpecially when we conl- 8 


der, that the higheſt happineſs we can propoſe to 
ourſelves, in this life, never anſwers the ideas ue 
conceive of it; but is ever uncertain in it's purſuit, 
momentary in its duration, empty in it's polſeſhon, 
and almoſt ever drown'd in thc anxieties, fatigues 
and perplexing circumſtances which furround i 
And yet, how general a folly is this among men; 
I may fay, among Chriſtians ; and what is more me- 
lancholy, but not leſs true, it is fo, even among & 


are called fo few are choſen. 
I cannot help taking notice here of — 
very remarkable in the concluſion of this day 5 at 
pel. It appears from the very account of thei 
text, that of all the gueſt, who were preſent at 
royal banquet, there was but one, only one 3 
cluded from it, for want of a nupti garme 
Where then was the room for this extraordina 
this furpriſing refteQtion : Many are called buf fe 
are choſen 2 Ah, 'tis Goo, it is Chriſt who pert? 
to whom one ſingle ſoul is worth a thouſand hers 
Such is the infinity of Gop's goodneſs to man, 
he looks upon the millions of his elect, as 
gain in compariſon with the loſs of one ſoul. What 
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What value then, O Chriſtian, ought not you 
to ſet upon that ſoul? Gop has millions in his 
poſſeſſion, and can, to eternity, create as _ 
more as he pleaſes: You have but one ſoul to loſe 
or ſave, and that loſt you cannot redeem nor com- 
penſate with another. He can really ſuffer no loſs, 
were all the ſouls he created to be deſtroy'd; you, 
if you loſe your own ſoul, loſe your all, and muſt 
be eternally ſenſible of it. Learn then, from the 
high value which God's diſintereſted bounty ſets 
upon you, to prize yourſelves, henceforth, more 
than you hitherto have done. Place nothing in 
competition with your ſalvation. What will it avail 
a man to gain the whole world and ſuffer the loſs of 


bis own ſoul, which ten thouſand worlds cannot ran- 
ſom. Work your ſalvation in fear and trembling, 
and, ſince many are called and few are choſen, make 
it the buſineſs of your life to procure that nuptial 
garment, of grace and charity, which you have in 
your reach, that you may be, of the happy few, 
elected to that ſubſtantial banquet of glory and fe- 
licity, which ſatiates, but never gluts, which eye 
bath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor tongue ut- 
tered, nor hath it enter'd into the heart of man to 
conceive ; and, which nothing can give a perfect 
idea of, but that peaceful, eternal poſſeſſion, which 


I heartily wiſh you, and beg Gop, in his infinit 


mercy, to grant you: In the name, &c. 


1 


— 
* 


8 E R 


St. JOHN iv. 46, Cc. f 

A certain Lord, whoſe ſon was ſick at Capbarna- 
um, coming to Chriſt in Cana of Galilee, ſay'tb 
to bim: Lord come down before that my ſon 
die. Jxsus, therefore, ſay'th te bim: Go, thy 
fon liveth. — this Lord going back 
to Capbarnaum, and finding that the fever bad 


4 his ſon, in the ſame hour in which Jrsus 
ay'd to bim, Thy ſon livetb, himſelf believed 


and his whole houſe. 


My Gob, that my voice was but, at preſent, 
audible as the rattling peals of the jarring 
clouds, to ring, like thunder, in the cars of the 
—— we of this nation, and force them to 
tremble for their ſafety! O, that my words were 
ſubtle as lightning, to penetrate to the very ſouls 
of theſe, at leaſt, who hear me; that they might 
at length, be prevailed upon, for once, to look. 
round them! And when, "yl Chriſtians, was there 
need of putting you upon your guard, if there be 
not now, when death is rapping at every door, when 
the numbers of families, in this kingdom, may al- 
moſt be number'd by the burials they have furniſh- 
ed, and when, for little the preſent reigning peſti- 
lence augments, there will be reaſon to expect eve- 
ry ſtreet, in this 4 city, to be once more 
covered with graſs, for want of feet to tread it 
down? But ah, what hopes can I entertain, that a 
feeble voice like mine, that accents, void of every 
grace, ſtripp'd of every eloquence, ſhall affe& you 


hen the eloquent, pathetic ſound of a paſſi bell, 
tolling almoſt — in every ftceple, bas nei- 


»” 
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ther the force to awake you from ſleep, nor to 
make you reflect when broad-awake. Tell me, 
dear auditors! What ſtreet can you traverſe with- 
out hearing of ſomebody juſt dead or dying : And 
yet, which of you reſſects how ſoon you may be- 
come the ſubject of a like converſation ? What cor- 
ner can you turn without encountering a funeral: 
And yet, which of you all is ſtartled by a thought 


on your own? What family can you viſit ſcarce, 
without miſſing a friend or acquaintance ; ſtill 
which of you reflects, that you may be the next 


rſon miſs'd, when your viſit ſhould be return'd ? 
50 very familiar are you grown with death, and fo 
very little are you prepared for his approaches 
You can follow, nay, elbow him to the very graves 


of others, without once preparing to face him, 


when he ſhall beckon you to your own. O, what 
a ſtrange inconſideracy, to be ſo little alarm'd amidſt 
ſo much danger, ; to uſe fo little precaution in ſuch 
a time of ſickneſs! Jlowever, miſtake me not, 
Chriſtians, I do not doubt but you are cautious 
enough for your bodily health. 

our recurring to your phyſicians for antidotes. 
But, ah! which of you has yet ſeriouſly had re- 
courſe to that ſovereign Being, without whoſe direc- 
tion your phyſician will prove your moſt fatal diſ- 
eaſe ? 

Three things I obſerve, in the conduct of the 
nobleman in our Goſpel: His behaviour before the 
approaches of ſickneſs, his deportment in time of 
7A wry and his manner of acting after it. In the 
two firſt, O Chriſtians, how many of you are like 
him! But, alas, how few reſemble him in the 2 

K. 2 Ti 


don't queſtion 


— 
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"Till ſickneſs paid a viſit to his family, he paid no 


viſit to Chriſt: No; it was the ſickneſs of his fon, 


which put him in mind of having recourſe to Gop. 
A certain lord, ſays our goſpel, whoſe 7 wes ſick 
at Capharnaum came ta Chriſt, Ah, deareſt audi- 
tors! Such is the conduct, in general, of you all. 
While your health is good, while your ſpirits are 
free. No Gop, no Heaven, can find entrance into 
your thoughts. Your pleaſures, your intereſts, 
your wordly attachments, take up too much room 
in your breaſts, to afford GoD a place there. He 
muſt lay his hand heavy upon you, before you will 
vouchfafe to think ſeriouſly on him; and, if he 1s 
abſolutely bent on fixing his abode in you he muſt 
ſorce his way to your hearts by a fever, an inflam- 
mation, or = other diſorder. Then, then it 1s, 
if ever that you think of returning to him. But, ah, 
how loth are you, not oftentimes, to do it, even 
then ! How froward was our nobleman in recurring 
to Chriſt, till death drew the curtain, and ſhook 
hands with his child, this ſovereign remedy was 

lected. Then, and not till then, it was that he 
vouchſafed to apply to ſuperior help. Lord, come 
down before that my ſon die. O, Chriſtians, how 
like are you all to this dilatory nobleman ? How of- 
ten, and, yet to how little purpoſe do we exhort 
you,. beſeech you, conjure you, to ſend for us 
Prieſts to reconcile you to Gop, in the commence- 
ment of your illneſs. But, no ; till death has too much 
terrified you out of tranquillity, for us to be of any 
great ſervice to you, our viſits are rather importune 
than pleaſing. O ftrange negle&! Which, miracles 
aſide, muſt render all after diligence abortive. Here, 


however, was 2 miracle, dilatory as our nobleman 


had been, he obtained from Chriſt not only the e- 
ternal, but the temporal cure of his indiſpoſed fon. 
And, happily for him, he return'd the divine fa- 
vour with a grateful adherence to Chriſt. And 
bimſelf believed and bis whole bouſe. O, that as 
much could be ſaid of every-one of you! Look 
back, O Chriſtians, on the dangerous ſickneſſes 
with which Gob has viſited you, in one time or 
other of life, and yet, mercifully, by ſome miracle, 
not leſs a miracle for being hidden to you, reftored 
you from the arms of death. And then reflect, how 


have you fulfilled the good purpoſes you made when 


ſick? What thanks did you return him, when re- 
covered. And, with what gratitude have you be- 
haved to him ever ſince? Lou can then make an ill 
uſe of health, and yet cannot make a good 
preſent or paſt ſickneſs. O, dreadful perverſity |! Is 
here no bringing you off from it, Chriſtians?” Yes, 
by the grace of Gop, I hope to do it, with ſome- 


of you, at leaſt, in this diſcourſe, by convincing 


you of two things: 


L. How you ought to behave, as Chriſtians, be- 


fore. ſickneſs, in it, and after it: And. 


the works of mercy, and of juſtice ; man could not 


one of 


II. Of what infinit importance it is for you to 
behave rightly in all theſe circumſtances, 


O, my Gop, let not one ſyllable of this dif 
* courſe be loſt, but give my hearers grace to 
% mind it, and may they mind it, not to their con- 
** demnation, but to a fruitful practice.“ 


I. It is beneath the dignity of the Divine Majeſ- 
ty, to create an intelligent Being like ours, for the 
eternal poſſeſſion of himſelf, and yet to keep it from 
that poſſeſſion, during a number of years, in this 
mortal ſtate, barely for the ſake of letting it breathe 
a while in a ſtate of viciſfitude, of health, and ſick- 
neſs, and buſtle for a ſupport. No, Gop muſt cer- 
tainly have ſome nobler end, in placing us in this 
mortal ſtate, than juſt that we might buſtle to live, 
and live only to die at laſt. The great motive of our 
creation, you know, Chriſtians, was that we might 
enjoy eternal felicity, and- enjoy it as our own, by 
making it, through Gop's free grace and promiſes, 
our perſonal acquiſition, It was highly conſiſtent 
therefore, with his infinit wiſdom for God, to 
place us, after the fall, in this variable ſtate of mor- 
tal life, that by making a right uſe of the viciſſitudes 
of weaken'd nature, we might repair our loſs, and 
— — the virtues requiſit to qualify us for the 
bliſs deſign'd us. For as there are two kinds of vit. 
tue, the one paſſive as it were, and of a feebler nu. 
ture, ſuch as Meekneſs, Patience, Reſignation, and 
the like; the other active, robuſt, and vigilant, 4 
Faith, Hope, Fortitude, and many more, but abort 
all-that, true excelling Charity, which extends to al 


well acquire them both, without being ſubject to 
the various ſtates of health, and ſickneſs, eaſe, and 
pain. 

Sictneſt, conſider'd in a natural light only, is # 
natural evil, inaſmuch as it is oppoſit to health, 
eaſe, which the appetite conſiders and covets 4514 
tural goods; but if it be eyed in à moral light, as f. 
fording us the opportunity of acquiring the habits 
patience, reſignation, and the like, it often will prove 
to be, and might always be, if we applied it rightly, a 


moral good. Health on the contrary, is in itſelf a f. 


tural good; but conſidering it morally, according® 
the too frequent ill uſe it is made of, it is in gehe, 
rat, through our own perverſity, a moral evil. 

yet is it in itſelf, and in the intention of the divine ; 
nor, a moral good, as well as a natural one; becaute 
it affords us the opportunity of practiſing thoſe vi" 
tues, which are not fo eaſily put in execution, |" 
time of infirmity. Patience, Meekneſs, Reſigns” 
on, and other paſſive virtues, as they require oo 
extraordinary ſhare of ſpirits, may be po. 
without much difficulty, in a very infirm 


Nay, as their objects are natural evils, that k, 
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ſoems the moſt proper for acquiring the habit of 
theſe virtues. But the robuſter virtues being in their 
very nature, of an active diſpoſition, require a con- 
ſiderable ſtrength of mind and vigour of heart, as 
well as a large portion of ſpirits in a man, to ac- 
quire the habits of them, and therefore health muſt 
be the ſtate, in which he is to labour for the acqui- 
ſition of thoſe habits. Tho' then, as habits create 
eiſe; a man who has acquired the habits of the ro- 
buſter virtues, may, and will without difficulty, 
practice them even in ſickneſs, ſickneſs is not the 
ſtate for acquiring them, but health. The great 
end therefore, for which Gop gives you health, 
Chriſtians, is that you ma employ, it in arming 
yourſelves with the habits of thoſe virtues, which 
are not to be obtain'd in a ſtate of infirmity. And 
conſequently as you can never be certain, how ſoon 
infirmity may overtake you, you cannot anſwer the 
divine intentions, without — of every hour 
of health, in the ſtudy of thoſe virtues, leſt you 
ſhould find the want of them, when too late, to ſup- 
ply that want. BY n ; 
Thus far then it appears, that health in itſelf is 
not a natural, but a moral good, and a conſiderable 
one too, if we pleaſe to make it ſuch: Conſequent- 
ly deſireable. Eating and drinking then, with all 
thoſe innocent exerciſes and diverſions, which are 
neceſſary to preſerve health, are not only lawful, 
but el provided the Chriſtian uſe of 
that health be the chief motive of uſing them. 
But, O how horrible an inverſion is it not for a ra- 
tional creature, much more a -Chriſtian, to hug 
health, merely for the ſake of eating, ard drinking, 
and idle occupations, and follicitude! This is a ſen- 
timent more becoming brutes than rational crea- 
tures, and capable only of perverting health ifito a 
real evil, not only moral, bnt natural, inaſmuch as it 
not only depraves the appetite, but hebetates and 
ſtupifies the very- underſtanding. * 0 
The only way then, Chriſtians, to make health a 
good, as Gop intends to you, is to make the ſup- 
port and preſervation of it, only the means, and to 
conſider the virtuous uſe of that health, as the only 
end for which Gop gives it you. In health, your 
apprehenſion is quick, your judgment ſolid, your 
memory ready, your ſpirits ow freely and your 
_ — — readineſs to move at your 'beckon. 
n therefore, can you ſo 5 {your- 
ſelves to the ſtudy of the Foy aa . 
A of thought, of will, and of action. How 
gently then ought you-not to employ every mo- 
ment in this ſtate, to raiſe your minds to Gov, with 
x lively: faith in his ſacred myſteries, -to- fix your 
hearts on him with unſhaken confidence; in his ne- 
ver failing goodneſs, and to-live ſuch unblemiſh'd 
kves, as may render your confidence not preſump- 


tuous, but filial, How ſollicitous ought. you not to 


* 
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be, to arm yourſelves with the habit of fortitude, 
neceſſary to repel vice, and the difficulties in ſur- 
mounting itz neceſſary to acquire the other vir- 
tues, and neceſſary to [ook down upon the fallacious 
goods of the earth with contempt, as well as to look. 
- with aſpiring joy to heaven, under the preſſures 
of future ſickneſs, and preſent diſappointments ! In 
a word, how aſſiduous ſhould you not be, in em- 
ploying all your ſtock of mental vigour, all your 
reedom of will, and flow of ſtrength and ſpirits, in 
acts of love and gratitude, and tenderneſs for the 
God who gives them to you, and in proving that 
love to. him, by your love for your neighbour. 
While you are in health then, then is the time to 
move your limbs to priſons, to ſick-beds, and to the 
hovels of the poor. Then is your time to labour 
induſtriouſly, to ſupport and edify your own family, 
to feed the hungry, to cloath the naked, and right 
the injured or diſtreſt. While your mind is clear, 
you may inform yourſelves, and inſtruct others, you 
may ſtretch your hands to lend your money here, 
and exert your tongues to counſel or admoniſh 
there. You may pray, and faſt, and give alms, and 
example. You may ſeek Gop, and draw others 
to ſeek him. But ah, my friend, if this be negleQ- 
ed in health; how ſhall we be able to do it during 
ſickneſs! Alb this requires health, and vigour, and 
ſpirits, and activity, Which fly before the face of 
infirmity. In ſickneſs, you may indeed be patient 
and reſign'd; but ah, what hopes are there, that 
you will be ſo, when unprovided with that fortitude, 
which is neceſſary to buoy up your patience and re- 
fignation ? How: ſhall you be able to ſoar to Gop, 
with faith and confidence in him, , virtues, you are 
unacquainted with, when your minds are}, borne 
down, by an overwhelming attention to pains and 
ſickly qualms? How ſhall you lift your hearts to 
him, when weigh'd down by a load of bodily an- 
gujiſh ? What ſpirits can you promiſe , your- 
ſelves, to reſiſt the temptations) of ,a-ſick, bd, when 
you have none to check. the languor.,of your diſtem- 
per! Can you attend to examen your, accounts, and 
right the injured, when pains, and achs, and ſwoons, 
and faintings, almoſt rob you of yourſelves? Or 
can you practice mercy to your neighbours, or love 
to Gob, when reduced to need the mercy of. eve- 
ry- one, and almoſt to forfeit that of Go, by a de- 
fpairing hatred of yourſel ves? No. No Chriſtians! 
Health is the tifne to acquire all thoſe. virtues, 
which in ſickneſs you may want, and wiſh to prac- 
tice; but will ever wiſh in vain, if you are not al- 
ready provided with the habits of them. Of ſuch 
infinit importance is it then to- live well during 
health. Be: wiſe therefore, Christians; and as you 
know not how ſoon yo or. youss,, may be in the 
condition of the ſick ſon of the nobleman, in this 
goſpel, wait not like him, till ſickneſs overtakes Jou. 
re 
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before you tecur to Gop. No, recur to him 

from this inſtant, and ſecure his protection againſt 
you are ſick, by making a grateful uſe of the health, 
he now gives you, to acquire thoſe holy habits, 
which you will find of the greateſt ſtead to you. 


II. But ah! My Gop, how many Chriſtians, 
not content to imitate this Lord in the abuſe of 
health, even copy after his delay in time of ſick- 
neſs ! How many have I, how many have others 
of God's miniſters, conjured to recur to Gop in 
the firſt ſtage of ſickneſs. And can we ſcarce find 
one of you diſpoſed to regard us. Look ye, Belo- 


ved, the moment to ſpeak in the largeſt ſenſe, the 


moment you find it neceſſary to ſend for phyſician 
or apothecary, you ought to think it of importance 
to ſend for your director. If there was no other 
good in it than this, it cannot but turn to account. 


it is certain, that every weight upon the ſpirits, 


muſt backen a cure, and forward the diſtemper, it 
muſt be abſolutely adviſeable, to rid the ſpirits as 
much as poſſible, of every weight which oppreſſes 
them. And your caſe muſt be deſperate indeed, if 
the ſins and neglects you have been guilty of, are 
no weight upon your ſpirits, when ſickneſs over- 


takes you. Or if they are a weight, the removing 


that weight eannot but leſſen your load, alleviate 
your diforder, and open a freer paſſage to medicinal 
remedies. Is it not a ſtrange intatuation then, to be 
Fo averſe to a practice fo beneficial to the body, 
when no better a reaſon can be given for rejecting 
it, than that it is ſalutary to the foul? O rational 
creatures where is your thought; whither is reaſon 


fled? Will your being under the immediate protec- 


tion of -Gop, by having reconciled yourſelves to 
Him, enereaſe your diſtemper, or render your me- 
dicines leſs efficacious? Why then, all this reluct- 
ance. But alas, what hopes can I entertain, that 
my remonſtranees will have any effect upon 
you, who conſider the need of them at a diſtance; 
when they have ſo often proved abortive, even on 
the brink of danger. How many, yes, how! man 
have I viſited uncall'd for, when 1 have heard 
their ilineſs, from a nurſe, or a doctor, and exhor- 
ted to prepare againſt danger. And how ſeldom 
have f uceeeded till too late, to be certain of be- 
ig fly ufeful. I cannot go abdut it now: I hope 
Fihal] be better anon, is the too frequent anſwer. 


O vretched folly, if you find it To difficult, to at- 


tend to the moſt important concern of life, when 
but half diſorder' d; what reaſon can you have to 
think, you can better attend to it, when wholly op- 
preſe d. Who knows, how ſoon this fever may fly 
up to your head; ſoon your ſenſes may fly out 
F your reach, how ſoon this wound may turn to a 
gangrene, this ſickneſs to a death? To- day you ſend 
tor the doctor, and to-morrow you ſend ſor the 
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prieſt. Are you ſure he will be in the way; are 


you ſure if he is, that you will be in a conditio 

benefit by his viſit? To-morrow. Fool this 1 5 
perhaps this very might, thy foul ſball be demand:d 
of thee, ſays the Holy Ghoſt. O Chriſtian ſouls t 
then be ſerious, and think well on it. Take not 2 { 
ample from this heedleſs Lord, who, but for a mira- l 
cle, had hazarded the life of his ſon, perhaps the = 
ſoul of his ſon, by deferring to recur to the divine | 8 
phyſician, till he was at the point of death. No, do EV 
you begin the cure of your bodies, by that of your © te 
ſouls ; ſend for his miniſters, that by a Chriſtian re- te 
conciliation with Gop and his Church, you may ſe- w 
cure yourſelves the Divine protection, and render th 
your diſeaſe a moral good; and to do this refled, i If 
a ſick-bed repentance is ſo precarious, as it really is, Wi 
how much more dubious muſt not a death-ſweat fe- las 
pentance be? 

O Chriſtians, if you ſanctify the beginnings of : 
ſickneſs, of what ſervice will you not make that d- neg 
vine viſit to you. For a viſit of Gop it is: Yes, and a wh 
gracious one, perhaps never more neceſſary than at fay 
this preſent time, when vice is as rife as infirmities. and 
And therefore may I apply to the preſent contagi- o 
on, thoſe words of the prophet, there is no evil in the 
the city which the Lord bath not dene. "Tis even few 
ſo: There is no evil haunts your bodies this diy, hay 
but for the cure of your ſouls. Gop would not be pro- 
omnipotent as St. Auguſtin remarks, if he could not to a 
draw good from evil. And O what important good rem 
does he not draw from the evil of fickneſs | This the 
woman, that man, perhaps, led away by example, ny r 
was on the brink of iniquity, when Gop broug!t how 
them back by a ſudden diſeaſe. This young ws rot 
man, perhaps, had been utterly damn'd by the pride _ 
of her beauty: But Gop to beautify her ſoul, with how 
the ruins of a face, ſcnt her a ſmall-pox. And O woul 
merchants and tradeſmen, ſuch of you as are yet un- hol 
reſolved to reſtore what you have gotten by fraud, tues | 
if you reſolve not ſpeedily, Gop may, and I hope dann 
will if it is needful, viſit you with a raging fevet, — 
and bring — into juſtice, Yes, I will, ſays Cob. O ho 
I will iri le, and will beal. O how. ſerviceable 2 
then, is ſickneſs to the ſoul! Thy vit, ſays expe — 
enced Jos, hath preſerved * And ſo it wil and 
yours, Chriſtians., You will find this natural evil,“ — 
real moral if you uſe it but righily. b 


Sickneſs is che ſchool, where every virtue is prac 
tiſed, if we take care to ſecure the habits in time, 
by ſetting out with ſanctifying grace. Then ut“ 
we pray with fervour; then it is we make 205 2 
faith, and hope; chen it is we are call'd upon ſo f. 
tience and reſignation; then it is that our heat 
are open to acts of humility, juſtice and chat 
and the weaker our bodies are in the execution, * 
ſtronger are our ſouls in the intention, and wiſhes 
Then is it in a word, that we become faint, wo 


- 


ver, according to that of St. Paul, When I become 
weak, then I am powerful, for virtue is perfefted 
in infirmity, that is, if we take care to ſanctify the 
beginnings. Learn then, O Chriſtians, to reap 
theſe advantages from ſickneſs, againſt you come to 
ſtand in need of them. Be not like the heedleſs 
lord in our goſpel, preſumptuous to the laſt. Mi- 
racles are not to be depended on. You ſee the dan- 
gers of delay: You ſee the benefit of recurring to 
God ſeriouſly, and you ſee them both in him. By 
too great a delay he made a miracle, neceſſary to 
relieve him: And yet at laſt, by recurring to God 
with fervour, he obtain'd that miracle. Imitate 
then his fervour and faith; but copy not his delay. 
If you depend on a like miracle, your preſumption 
will be folly, and Gop will mock at that folly, and 
laugh at your latter end. 


III. But ah ! Chriſtians, if you may not copy his 
neglect, you may learn from him to be grateful. He 
when his ſon was reſtored, acknowledged the divine 
favour and believed _—F and bis whole bouſe, 
and believed with a faith animated with good- 
works, otherwiſe his belief had not been worthy of 
the evangeliſt's notice. But ah | Chriſtians, how 
few of you, when reſtored from a ſevere illneſs, can 
have the thought of giving thanks to Gon, and ap- 
proaching at your firſt exit to the holy ſacraments, 
to acknowledge the divine mercy | How few of you 
remember the good purpoſes you made, when upon 
the verge of death as you thought ! And O how ma- 
ny return to their vomit again! How did you wiſh, 
how did you pray for a reprieve from death! What 

roteſtations did you not then make of deſiring to 
how ſeriouſly did you not then vow, that if Gop 
would reſtore you to life, you would devote that life 
Wholly to him, and to the acquiſition of thoſe vir- 
tues you found yourſelves in want of! This you 
cannot deny to Gop nor man. Gob was preſent, 
nay, I have been preſent with ſome of you: And 
O how many of theſe ſcenes have I not ſeen! What 
agones, what terrors, what convulſions of anxiety, 
did not then appear in you, for fear your prayers 
and p roteſtations ſhould not prevail. How did you 
curſe your paſt negle &, bleſs your preſent purpoſes, 


and bleſs the ſickneſs which occaſion'd.them. How 


ve your lives over again, only to live to Goo l And 
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did you not hope, and fear, and wiſh, and almoſt de- 
ſpair, and hope again! Perhaps, there may be ſome 
here, who could witneſs the truths I have now ut- 
ter'd. And O that they might but ſtand here a 
while in my ſtead! How much more feelingly, 
would they not deſcribe the terrors they then were 
in, than I can do! How livelily would they not paint 
them, while they are yet freſh in their memories. And 
O heaven, grant they may never forget them For 
O what miſeries have they not to fear, who after 
ſo much experience of the danger of living ill, 
ſhould relapſe again into vice! Have a care then, 
Chriſtians, how you a&. If you ſhould forfeit your 
ſick-bed vows, now you are reſtored to health, your 
baſeneſs will be doubly heinous. Your re- eſtabliſh- 
ment, deſign'd by Gop a mercy, will become a 
curſe. And future ſickneſs can afford you little 
hopes. If you deceive Gop now, yourſelves will 
fall the dupes of your deceit. Live then for the 
future, as you wiſh'd you had lived, while you were 
fick. And that you never may relapſe into thoſe 
ſins, which tortured you ſo much in ſickneſs, never 
forget the purpoſes you made, the fears and pangs 
you felt, and the petitions you then offer d. 

In ſhort, deareſt Fellow-Chriſtians, as you cannot 
but be now convinced of the dangers of perverting 
health, trifling with ſickneſs, and abuſing recovery: 
You who enjoy, undiſturbed, a ſtock of good health, 
employ it to advantage, in the ſtudy of thoſe vir- 
tues, which will never fail when health ſhall deſert. 
You, who hereafter may be fick, dally not with fal- 
vation, by putting off your repentance and recourſe 
to Gov till the laſt, Put not too much confidence 
in your phyſician, in his medicines, in your youth 
or conſtitution, and too little in Gop, and his ſa- 
craments and means. And you who have been ſick, but 
are happily recover'd; forget not that there is a 
Gop to be thank'd; an acknowledgment to be 
made; that there are fins to be atoned for, a hell to 
be avoided, a purgatory to be fear'd, a heaven to de 
hoped far, virtues to be acquired, vicious habits to 
be conque H d, paſſions to be controul'd, vows to be 


| kept, grace to be augmented, and a ſoul to be faved. - 


You have ſinn'd and have repented. Go then, and 
benceforth fin no more, left ſometbing worſe befall- 
you. And that Gop may give you grace fo to do, 
J intreat: In the name, &c. 
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On the Twenty-firſt SUNDAY after PENTECOST. 


St. MATTHEW xviii. 23. 
The kingdom of heaven is liken'd to a certain king, 
that. would account with bis ſervants. 


NOTHING can be more natural, eaſy, or fa- 
miliar, than the plain, tho? figurative inſtruc- 
tion, which Chriſt gives us in the goſpel of this 
day. What can be more within the reach of the 
meaneſt capacity, than the compariſon of a king and 
his ſervants: ----A king ſo juſt, that he weighs the 
worth of the meaneſt of his vaſſals; and yet ſo con- 
deſcending, that he ſtoops to.a perſonal examinati- 
on of them, to prevent their ſuffering unjuftly, thro? 
partiality, prejudice, or miſrepreſentation : A ſove- 
reign ſo rigorous, as to threaten with abſolute ſla- 
very, an inſolvent and his family; yet a ſovereign 
ſo generous, as graciouſly to remit the greateſt of 
debts and offences, upon a ſimple promiſe of future 
ſatisfaction: In a word, a monarch ſo merciful, as 
to remit the groſſeſt infidelities committed againſt 
himſelf; and yet ſo rigorouſly equitable, as toload a 
criminal whom he has juſt pardon'd with all the 
weight of re-aſſumed wrath, merely to retaliate 
the cruelty he practiſed againſt his tellow-ſervant. 
If this parable be not familiar, I know not what is. 
Apply it then, Chriſtian, and know that, however 
wide inconſideration, may make it ſeem from any 
thing which concerns you, it 1s really applicable to 
none more than to yourſelf. 
- The King whom Chriſt ſpeaks of in this paſſage 
is, His Divine Perſon itſelf, that Almighty Judge, 
Who ſhall one day, call all his ſervants to a ſtrict ac- 
compt of all their thoughts, words, aw actions; 
and you, you, O Chriſtian, are the unthrifty ſer- 
vant who are, and will then be found an inſolvent 
debtor to him. Happy for you in the day of reck- 
oning, if you ſhould owe him no greater a- debt 
than ten thouſand talents unapplied, ten thouſand in- 
ſpirations neglected, happy only, if you ſhould then 
have room to plead for mercy. But ah! Chriſtian, 
what reaſon have you to hope for mercy, from your 
injured, exaſperated ſovereign, while you are in- 
flexibly ſevere to your fellow ſervant ? Perſiſt then 
no longer in deceiving yourſelf, unleſs you become 
more merciful to your fellow-creatures, unleſs you 
are leſs prompt to revenge, more ready to forgive, 
what better have you to truſt to, than the filial ſen- 
tence of the reprobate ſervant of this goſpel? He for 
his want of brotherly charity, was caſt into utter 


darkneſs. And if you are not warn'd by his puniſh- 
ment, to keep free from his offence, hear what will 
be your doom alſo. So alſo ſball my heavenly Fa- 
ther do to you, if you forgive not every-one bi; 
brother from your hearts, Let us then examin, 


J. What this forgiveneſs conſiſts in: And 
IT. How neceſſary it is to ſalvation, and on what 
accounts. 
And thence you will be able to conclude, how 
little you conſult reaſon or intereſt, in the grudge 
you retain to your offending neighbours. 


O thou dear Lord, who cameſt from heaven 
** to ſuffer, on purpoſe to forgive, that thy forg- 
** ving us our infinit offences, might ſpirit uz 
from principles of gratitude, to pardon for thi 
* ſake, the trivial tranſgreſſions of our fellov- 
** ſervants, O give us light, and grace, to knon, 
* .and practice, this important duty, that 2 
from our hearts all them who treſpaſs again 
** us, we may not aſk our own damnation, but 
* aſk and receive thy grace, in ſaying after thee.” 


I. So alſo ſball my beavenly Futher do to you, (a)! 


| Chriſt, if you forgive not every-one bis brotiit 


from your hearts, From theſe words it plainly af- 
pears, that the forgiveneſs we owe to an offending 
neighbour, cannot be merely that ſort of forbea'- 
ance, which is rather an effect of inſolent co 
than of relenting mercy. To ſtifle reſentme" 
becauſe we think a perſon beneath our revenge, 
an exceſs of arrogance. Diſlreſs, ſervitude, death 
itſelf, the moſt puſillanimous are ſometimes able '9 
confront -with ſteadineſs. But the moſt humble, 
ſcarce know how to bear being utterly deſpiſed; 
and the more magnanimous a ſoul is, the leſs '5" 
ſeaſon'd to, and the more unfitted for brooking cor 
tempt. Every individual thinks he has, and rcall/ 
has, ſeme ſignificance in him; and to rob bim 4 
that, by a kind of annihilating ſcorn, is the acute! 
ing our revenge can level. To forbear reve" 
then, from a principle of ſcorn, is not the forg"® 
neſs of heart, which Chriſt expects from you. k 
Neither can it be that ſort of forgivenels, whic 
extends, barely, to the not retaliating evil for OO 
To be externally reconciled, to one whom — if 
upon as an enemy, and to withhold the effe * 
our hatred from bim, may poſſibly be of 3 
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vice to him, but can be none to us, while we ſe⸗ 
cretly cheriſh a rancorous remembrance of his for- 
mer injuries. To forgive, and not to forget, as 
as much as in us lies, is doing our duty, but by 
halves. It is impoſſible, wilfully to dwell on the 
offence with diſguſt, without, more or leſs, che- 
riſhing a diſlike to the offender, contrary to the 
injunction of Chriſt, to forgive him from our 
hearts. What then, can it avail us to check the 
outward ſhootings of paſſion, while we foment 
it at the root? ſince by erring in one part of this 
great law, we ſhall be found defective in the 
whole. 

Laſtly, the forgiveneſs, which we Chriſtians 
are to practiſe, muſt not be merely philoſophic, 
like that of Plato, who never allow'd himſelf the 
liberty even to think of his enemies, merely from 
a deſire of effacing out of his mind and heart, the 
very idea of ſuch perſons as offended him, in imita- 
tion of nature, which labours to deſtroy whatever 
is contrary to itſelf, No, Chriſtian, no: It is the 
crime, and not the criminal, you ought to forget. 
In granting pardon to an offender, *tis the fulneſs 
of charity to forget the offence, but it is the 
height of revenge, to blot out of your mind the 
remembrance of his perſon. In ſo doing, as much, 
as in you lies, you annihilate him, you reduce him 
to nothing. Since, were the Almighty to do the 
like by him, he would become nothing indeed. 

The mercy then which you are to practiſe, as 
a Chriſtian, is a generous and ſincere compaſſion at 
heart for your neighbour's frailties, accompanied 
with a chearful readineſs for God's ſake to excuſe, 
remit, and forget as much as poſſible any injuries 
he may have done you, ſtill remembring his perſon, 
to love him, and to ſerve him, when occafion ſhall 
offer. This, Chriſtian, this is the charity Gop 
expects from you, and prefers to all other victims 
you can offer to him. I will mercy, (ſays he) and 
not ſacrifice. 

It is inconſiſtent with the divine juſtice, for 
Gop to accept the ſacrifice of the unmerciful. No: 
He, who can reje& the petition of his offending 
neighbour, will be rejected by Gop wheneper he 
ſues. The ſame meaſure you meaſure to others, 
ſhall be meaſured to you again, ſays the Almighty. 
The holy ſcriptures, and all hiſtory, ſacred and 
ur hane, are tull of inſtances, in which Gop has 

ulfill'd this terrible threat. Every-one knows the 
uſe to which the divine equity appli 

' equity applied that ve 
gibbet, which Haman's revenge had erected for 

the harmleſs Mordochee. Nor need I tell you 
that the impious enemies of the Fews were almoſt. 
at the ſame time, by the juſt judgment of Go, 
involved in the ruin their reſentment had plotted 
againſt his choſen people. And, why was Gop 


1 1 
-- gs to them, but becauſe, by giving them- 


ſelves up to enmity and hatred, they had renoun- 
ced his holy fear. For, as Feb juſtly obſerves, 
He who withdraws mercy from bis neighbour, has 
loſt the fear of Gop. And therefore ſays St. 
James, Judgment without mercy ſhall be uſed to 
bim who does not do mercy. 

Thus the enemies of Daniel, for wickedly car- 
rying reſentment ſo far, as to expoſe him to the 
rage of lions, were by Gop's Almighty arm plun- 
ged into the deſtruction they had prepared for him. 
And now we are talking of Daniel, did not Gop, 
by his mouth give a miraculous inſtance of his di- 
vine equity, in infliting on the two perfidious el- 
ders, the very ſhame and death, which their re- 
venge had machinated againſt the * — Suſanna. 
So often does Gop, even in thif life, retort on 
the revengeful, the miſchiefs, they meditate againſt 


— 


their real, or fancied enemies. 

But in the caſes, I have mention'd, the. revenge 
was unjuſt, you'li ſay. True, and what then? How 
often alas, is our reſentment, full as unjuſt ! How 
often do our chimeras make enemies even of our 
belt friends! That ſuperior, who reproved our un- 
ruly conduct — this inferior, whoſe virtues are 
perhaps a foil to our irregularities ---- and that 
equal, who refuſed to be acceſſory to ſome favorite 
ſin we had in view ---- all become alike the objects 
of our unjuſt hatred, are ſet at bay by us; and our 
revenge, ten-to-one, 15 never glutted till we have 
run them down to death, diſtreſs, or, at leaſt, to 
diſgrace, if in our power. Can this be Chriſtian, 
can this be even human, or can there be any thing 
in it to ſcreen us from the reſentment of Gop, 
whom we, ourſelves, have ſo groſly offended? 
Ah! Chriſtians, where is the forgiveneſs of heart, 
which Chriſt demands? Ah! How unlike is this 
behaviour to that which his immenſe charity ſet us 
an exa nple of, when naked, bleeding, and expi- 
ring on the croſs! So far from loading the authors 
of his agony with the effects of revenge, he be- 
comes their advocate, father forgive ther:, for 
they know not what they do. And, we, on the con- 
trary, ſet up our friencs for enemies, and hunt them 
to deſtruction, for not ſeconding the treachery of 
our paſſions. O Folly! Madneſs! What ſhall I 
call it? ---- For ſhame, Chriſtian, for ſhame, 
bluſh at the very thought of ſuch antichriſtian con- 
duct, if you are not. innocent of it, and tremble 
at it if guilty. For ſo ſhall, &c. unleſs you re- 
pent and forgive. | 15 

Don't imagin, beloved, that I mean only to diſ- 
ſuade you from that revenge, which you yourſelves 
muſt own to be unjuſt. No: let me inform you, 
that no revenge, whatever, can be juſt, in one 
who is a ſinner; however groſs the injury be on 
which it is grounded, Whatever be the condition of 


the offender, great or little, poor or rich, good or 
| 8 | wicked, 
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wicked, catholic heretic, or infidel, And, conſe- 
quently, as all mankind are ſinners, no man can be 
within the reach of the divine mercy who is re- 
vengeful to his neighbour. ; 
or the clear underſtanding of this, I muſt pre- 
miſe to you two things. Firſt, that Gop's mercy 
ever goes hand in hand with his juſtice. And, there- 
fore, though, in his infinit neſs, he condeſcends 
to provide the greateſt of ſinners with means of a- 
tonement, and with grace to make uſe of them; 
yet, if a ſinner, perverſely will reje& thoſe means, 
and that grace, Gop muſt ſtill be Gop, and cannot 
be ſo inequitable, or weakly compaſſionate, as to ſhew 
mercy at the expence of his juſtice. Secondly, we 
. muſt all be obliged to own that our neighbours, 
comparatively ſpeaking, cannot become debtors to 
us, but in very trivial matters, whether it be by 
offences they have committed againſt us, or by ob- 
ligations we have laid upon them; both they and 
we being, by the limitedneſs of our natures, con- 
fined to act within a Timxe, very narrow ſphere : 
Whereas, it is quite other\yiſe between Gop and 
us. We are all, to a man, infolvent debtors, to 
him, in an infinit ſum ; aud, therefore, though it 
might be, perhaps, rigorous juſtice, yet it would 
ſtill be irreproachable juſtice in him, was he to in- 
ſiſt upon an infinit ſatisfaction from us, or, in lieu 
of it (as we have it not to give) an eternal puniſh- 
ment. 

Surely then, it muſt be allow'd a merciful con- 
deſcenſion in Gop to compound with, and acquit 
us of ſo immenfe a debt for a trifimg acknowledg- 
ment. Do we not owe him inexpreſſible thanks, 


that he will deign to clear us of an infinit debt, on. 
the eaſy condition of our rubbing out a finite, tri- 
vial ſcore of our neighbour ? With what joy and- 
_ readineſs ought we not to accept ſuch ſeaſonable 


terms! And this, Chriſtian, is an offer he conti- 
nually makes you. He requires not of you a mul- 
—_— of prayers, which may interrupt the ſtate 
o 


life he has call'd you to; à continued ſeries of 


impracticable faſts beyond the ſtrength of your con- 
ſtitution to bear; nor yet an accumulated heap of 
coſtly ſacrifices? No: He expects you t pray, tis 
true, and to pray inceſſantly, but how? Not like 
thoſe hypocrites, of whom he complains, who Bo- 
nour bim with their lips, but whoſe hearts are far 
from bim. No: But, as I have ſomewhere read in 
the Fathers, He prays inceſſantly: to Gop who al- 
ways loves bim. This then, Chriſtian, is the in- 
ceſſant prayer Gov eſpecially likes, that you give 
him proofs of your love to him, by being merciful 
to your neighbour, in pardoning the faults you find 
m, and the injuries you receive from him. 

Both Gop and his Church, dire& you to try to 
ballance poor accounts with frequent faſts, where 


your health will permit, Yet, the principal faſts, 


3 


into living temples of his grace, raiſed in them al- 


ſuffer'd, he was approach'd by one whom he 
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which the Almighty ſets a value upon, are thoſe of 
the heart: And, they can no-ways affect your con- is 
ſtitution. One faſt from reſentment will outweigh m 
a whole life of abſtinence from food .. Whereas, let 
your faſts exceed thoſe of all the fathers of the de- 
ſert, they can be of no efficacy, but hateful in the 
ſight of Gop, while you are revengeful. For, 
The building temples to his honour ; erecting 
altars in them for his worſhip ; and making thoſe 
altars frequently ſmoke with incenſe, and repeated 
victims to his honour, are undoubtedly grateful 
offices from a creature to his creator: But, that 
only from ſuch as have firſt conſecrated their hearts 


tars of mercy, and, on them, ſacrificed to him 
their private rancour againſt their offending bre- 
thren. Without this diſpoſition *tis vain to build 
temples, to found hoſpitals, or to erect altars 
They are leſs guilty of ſacrilege, who pull down 
churches, and lay waſte the places of divine ſer- 
vice, built with hands, than they are who eraſe, 
in their hearts, the altar of brotherly mercy. All 
victims, inferior to fraternal forgiveneſs, are ſo of- 
fenſive to Gop, from him who reſerves to himſelf 
the ſacrifice of his own wrath, that Chriſt warns vs 
never to inſult Gop, by approaching to his altar in 
ſuch a diſpoſition. Nay, if, through inadvertency, 
we ſhauld chance to do it; he charges us to leave 
the ſacrifice, unoffer'd to go and be reconciled to our 
offending neighbour : And this, not once only, not 
twice, but _ times ſeven times, that is, i 
ſhort, as often as he ſhall injure you. So ungrate- 
ful to God is every ſacrifice, which is not accom- 
panied with brotherly charity ! : 
No man, you fee then, Chriſtian, let the facti- 
fice, in his hand, be ever ſo great, is fit to 2p 
proach the altar of GoD, without bringing merc 
and peace in his heart. In the annals of the church 
we read of an unhappy wretch, who, though, 1. 
the act of ſacrificing his life for the name of Chrilt, 


was rejected by Gop, and ſunk into the number of Why 
the reprobates for want of this charity. Upon the /a 
point of receiving the crown of martyrdom, after 4 an 


tedious train of the moſt acute torments, heroically 


long been at variance with, and who now thre# 
himſelf at the ſuffering martyr's feet to implore h1s 
forgiveneſs. But the unhappy creature, who 
conquer*d all the cruelties of his tyrants, would not 
conquer his own reſentment, refuſed to forgive 
his ſuppliant enemy, and Gop ſo deteſted the 15 
crifice of his flefh, unaccompanied with that 0 
heart, that he withdrew his grace from him, 1 
permitted him to deny Chriſtianity, which he - 
no ſooner done than he expired, and ſunk to t : 
utter darkneſs, which he purchaſed at fo 7 — 
rate, and loſt the glorious crown he og 


ed us, unleſs 


ſecured at ſo cheap a one. So diſagreeable to Gop 
is every the greateſt ſacrifice of an unmerciful 
man! And, ſo true are the words of St. Paul, if 
I deliver up my body to be burnt and bave not cha- 
rity, it avails me nothing ! What then, O Catho- 
lics, will it avail you to be ſuch, and to ſuffer as you 
do for being ſuch, if you do not excel proteſtants 
in univerſal charity and brotherly forgiveneſs ? 

If then you would have your ſufferings accepta- 
ble to Gop; if you mean to make your facrifices 
grateful to him, let them be crown'd with charity. 
If you have that you will always be in a condition 
to ſacrifice, Where do we find that ever a merci- 
ful man was rejected, by the Almighty, for want 
of another victim. On the contrary, he deigns to 
accept of mercy alone, as a compleat victim from 
him, who has no others to bring. He who does 
mercy, ſays the prophet, offers ſacrifice. Say then, 
O Chriſtian, what can be more reaſonable than 
the demands of God? Muſt we not be out of our 
ſenſes to reject ſuch eaſy terms, from ſo infinit a 
creditor, who has the right and power to exact the 
whole? Or ſay, will it be wiſer in us to exact from 
our neighbour the ſlight ſatisfaction of our revenge, 
and leave to Gop the neceſſity of exerting his. If 
we chuſe the latter, do we not juſtify the utmoſt 
rigour of Gop's judgment againſt us? 

Nay, the divine ſeverity, which would otherwiſe 
be but nice juſtice, becomes downright mercy. 
For, ſurely, it muſt be own'd, in ſome ſenſe, mer- 
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in a judge to leave to a criminal, the er of 
4 ſentence: And, if the — will 
chuſe condemnation, inſtead of pardon, is the mer- 
cy of the judge leſs in granting him what he both 
deferves and inſiſts upon? And, what other do we 
do, in gratifying revenge, than declare, that we 
prefer rigorous juſtice to ſaving mercy ? When we 
beg Gop to forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive 
them who treſpaſs againſt us, and at the ſame time 
load them with the moſt bitter effects of our reſent- 
ment; what elſe do we do but intreat Gop to deal 
as ſeverely by us as we do by them ? And too much, 
alas, have we reaſon to fear, that he will hear our 
prayer. The only way then, to repeat this divine 
prayer, with any ſafety, is to be always in peace 
with our worſt enemies. In a word, if you not 
only ſtifle the effects of reſentment, but forgive 
your enemies from your heart, and not only for- 
give the offender but endeavour to forget the of- 
fence; Gop will' do the ſame by you. For the 
merciful ſball find mercy. Otherwiſe, remember 
the fate of the unmercitul ſervant, in this goſpel, 
who was deliver'd into the hands of the torturers. 
If you imitate him in his cruelty, expect to follow 
him in his puniſhment. For, /o ſball my heavenly 
Father do to you, 4 you forgive not every-one bis 
brother from your bearts.' Mercy then, dear Chriſ- 
tians, mercy. And, O all-gracious Iss inſpire 
thy Chriſtians with it; I beſeech thee, In the name, 
Gs. 
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St. MATTHEW xxii. 20, 21. 
Whoſe is this image and ſuper ſcription . . . . Ce- 
ar's, Reſtore then what is Ceſar's to Czſarg 
and te Gop what is of God. 


O 2 AT I could but be ſure of finding one 


verſe with! How would 1 bleſs my Maker f. - 
ating me a ſociable being! Day as e is, 8 
I not give for a lanthorn to find out one real man of 
either ſex. You ſeem alarm'd, beloved. What 
you cry, is the man blind? Or, what do you make 
of all of us? Surely, you. do not take us for mon- 
ſters? Or, is it not enough to have once unchriſten- 
you even try to unman 
outrageous uſage is this ' Hold — * 
at without reaſon. I entertain no monſtrons 
eas of you. The figures of none of you ſtartle 


uman creature in all this multitude to con- 


me, and your actions I know not enough of, to be 
offended at, or pleaſed with them. If you do not 
unman yourfelyes, 'tis not in my power to do it. 
I neither preſume to ſay, you are not human, nor 
can I take upon me to vouch that you are ſuch, be- 
cauſe your forms do not ſhock me, 1 only then 
aſk a medeſt queſtion. And, ſurely, a queſtion may 
be aſk'd where a doubt may ariſe, If you are not 
really what you paſs for; the queſtion is not im- 
* e. And, if you are, you have reaſon rather to 
pleaſed, than diſpleaſed, at a doubt which af- 
fords you the opportunity of aſſerting your dignity. 
Suppoſe me then, for a few minutes, an abſolute 
fceptic, ſo abſorb'd in doubt and uncertainty, that 
I cannot believe my own eyes: Or, think me, at 
leaſt, a Didymus, who cannot give into any belief, 
but what is made palpable to rae : How would you 
£0 about to convince me that you are, all of you, 
S 2 indivi- 
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individuals of mankind. As for you, ladies, for fo I 
muſt call you to keep your attention in humour, 
fince, miracles abſtracted, where is the woman 


who would not be a lady, even at the foot of Gop's 


altar. As for you, you, I know, will have imme- 
diate recourſe to your glaſſes. Well, be it fo: 
What do they ſay? Why, ſurely, theſe eyes, this 
mouth, theſe features cannot but be human, Why 
ſo? The very fiſh in the ſea have eyes and mouth, 
and features as well as you; and, full as comely, in 
their kind, though not diſtorted by affectation, 
as yours often are. But, then, they have ſcales 
and fins, and you have none. You walk upon two 
feet, ſo do the birds of the air; in this, however, 
ſuperior to you, that they can inhabit the purer 
regions'of the ſkies, while you are reduced to cling 
to your mother earth. But you make uſe of arti- 
culate ſounds, ſo can many of them, with this ad- 
vantage above you, that they never pervert them 
with deſign. But you have no feathers; you are 
ſleek, upright and gaudy. Alas, has not the gau- 
dy, fooliſh peacock, greater room to pride in fea- 
thers, all it's own, than you to glory in your bor- 
row'd plumes ? Still you have ſagacity, and art and 
induſtry : So has the timid hare, the fearful hind, 
and the laborious ant; look but around the four- 
footed creation, and you may gain improvement. 
But, *tis encountering the wind, to reaſon thus at 
toilets, where nothing, ſcarcely, but the ſtroke of 
death, can ſatisfy a ſelf-· admirer that ſhe is not ſome- 
thing more than even mortal. Let me, then, turn 
to you, robufter ſex, what better proofs can you al- 
ledge for being human? You want not glaſſes to 
enhance your pride. You know, by rote, that you 
are lords and maſters of this wide creation, nay, no- 
thing leſs than ſovereign lords, if one may credit 
you ; and that, not only over birds and beaſts, and 
all beneath them, but, even, over thoſe, your equal 
mates, but weaker veſſels. Yet, what have you 
to prove your being human more than theſe ? If you 
have no more to prove you ſo, than your exterior 
form and inward ſtrength, and little artifices, can 
I call you men? No: Man is ſomething more than 
a mere, abſolute; unfeather'd, upright animal. 
Man is a noble being, form'd by Gop to his own 
image. So are we, youw1lboth reply: We have 
a will, a memory and underſtanding, to reſemble 
him: We are endow'd with ſouls immortal too, 
like his, and ſuperſcribed by him.” Now, you 
fay ſomething, brethren, and I'll own you men, 
and happy men. But I have one ſcruple yet. 'The 
Holy Ghoſt informs me in the book of WisDom, 
that Gop indeed created man immortal, and made 
bim to the image of bis likeneſs; but, thro" the envy 
of the devil, death entered into the world, and they 
who take part with bim become like bim. Now, 
are you men according to Gop's forming you, or 


glorious image: You have received an invaluable 


have you ſuffer'd Satan to deface his bleſſed image 
in you? You have immortal ſouls enrich'd with 
will, with memory and underſtanding : But, are 
they ſtamp'd with a ſimilitude of purity to his: 
Are they ſuperſcribed with his diſtinguiſhing grace ? 
Or, is your will ſtamp'd with earthly afeCtions? 
Is your memory fill'd with any thing foreign to 
Gop ? Is your underſtanding impreſt with the max. 
ims of the world, more than of heaven ? In a word, 
whoſe is the image, and ſuperſcription on your 
ſouls? Not Cæſar's, I hope; not Satan's the avow'd 
3 of the world. No, dear Saviour, thou hast 
ong ſince promiſed, that the judgment of the world, 
ſhould be at an end, and the prince of this world he 
baniſh'd from our hearts. And ſo I hope, he is 
from yours, Beloved. Enough is it, that the world 
and it's followers, bear his image and inſcription. 
What have you to do with either, but to renounce 
them? You are ſtamp'd in your creation, with 


ſuperſcription in your redemption. And whoſe i 
this image, and this ſuperſcription ? It is of Gos, 
Beloved : It is of the great Gop. Ah Chriſtians! 
If then you have uſurp'd from Ceſar, from the 
prince of this world, any thing which belongs to 
him; renounce it, give it back. In a word, . 
ſtore to Ceſar what is Cæſar's, and to Gop, whit 
is of Gop. 'This I dare ſay, (ſuch is my favorable 
opinion of you) you will be glad, nay eager to ef. 
fe; when once I have ſhewn you, as I now in- 
tend to do: 


I. The importance of preſerving in your ſouls 
the glorious image of Almighty Gop, unble- 
miſh'd : And | 

II. The exceſs of grateful love you owe him, 
for mercifully deigning to make you like him. 


O thou too amorous Lord, who, purpoſely 
&© to pique us with a laudable ambition, to be truly 
images of thee, did'ſt mercifully leave thy Me 
& venly throne, and dwell among us! Oh! let not 
* { much bounty be all loſt upon us; But fine 
e thou did'ſt even chuſe to be exalted on a cioß 
* to place thyſelf in fuller view to us; keep oui at- 
&© tention fix'd to this bleſs'd form, till we become 
“ not only like, but even one with thee.” 


I. David prophetically contemplating the excel 
of goodneſs, which the eternal Son of Gob Sf 
reſs'd, in coming down on earth, to pay an ine 1 
le viſit of redemption to mankind, breaks _ 
an exſtatic rapture of admiration and gratefu je 
O my God, ſays he! What is man, that mo 
mindſul of bim? Or the ſon of man, that ! * 
viſit bim. Ah] David, has't thou forgotten 18, 
cellence of human nature? Do'ſt thou not 8) 
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that this fair creature, man, this laſt great favorit 
maſter-piece of the Almighty's hand, is of a kind- 
red nature with his divine Creator; rich in a foul, 
the very breath of Gop; and made to reflect the 
image of it's heavenly parent, both in male and fe- 
male? Yes, yes, my Gop, ſays the tranſported 
PsaLMIST. T bou bas't made bim little inferior v0 
the angels, with glory and honour thou bas't crown'd 
bim, and bas't appointed bim over the works of thy 
hands. Thou bas't ſubjected all things under bis 
feet, ſheep and oxen, moreover, alſo the beaſ's of tbe 

eld. O glorious creature man! Such is the ex- 
cellence of thy exalted nature. Such thy original 
dignity ; created little inferior to the angels ; crea- 
ted to lord it over the univerſe beſides, and created 
to reflect the likeneſs of him, from whom thy domi- 
nion is derived. How then, beloved, ought not you to 
pique yourſelves, upon expreſſing that noble image, 
in which your greateſt excellence confiſts | How 
jealous ought you not to be, of maintaining that ſu- 
periority, which your gracious Gop inveſts you 
with! Not by an empty ſtrut, or ſelf-elating arro- 
gance, but by conſiſtency of conduct, in exerting 
that intelligence, in which your ſuperiority is pla- 
ced. Tully, tho? but a pagan, tells you, that * it 
© behoves every man, inaſmuch as he is man, not 
© to degenerate from the dignity of man.” But 
how do you degenerate, and how unlike yourſelves 
are you; if ſtamp'd with your Creator's likeneſs, 


your actions quite efface his image; if, little infe- 


rior to the angels, your groveling appetites, are ſuf- 
fer'd to place you on a level, with thoſe irrational 
creatures, over which the Almighty gave you rea- 
ſon to preſide ! There is difference, ſays St. Auguſtin, 
* between the life of brutes, the life of man, and 
* the life of angels: The life of brutes, ſeeks on- 
ly what is earthly ; the life of angels, ſeeks only 
what is heavenly ;. and the life of man is conſtitu- 
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** The man therefore, who lives according to the 


** fleſh, is upon a level with brutes, while he, who 
I 8 to the ſpirit, is a companion for 
angels.“ 

So true is this reaſoning of St. Auguſtin, that if 
we look but back to our grand- ſire, Adam, we ſhall 
find, that, while he preſerved his innocence, while 
he kept within him, uneffaced the image of Gop, 
and perſevered in obedience to the Go he. was 
created like, he was not only a companion for an- 
gels; but even the Almighty himſelf deign'd to 
commune with him familiarly. And, how alas, did 
he degrade himſelf and his poſterity, of this deſira- 
ble excellence? O how I bluſh for m unthinking 
parent, when I refle& on this — Why-—a. 
ervil groveling appetite, to what was earthly, funk 
both him and his poſterity, from a familiarity with 

b, from the lociety with angels, to an equality 
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ted between that of angels, and that of brutes. 
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with brutes. Happy and great, and free; under O- 
bedience to the Almighty, he could not, that is, he 
would not remain ſo: Gop ſays to him; Thou 
ſhaPt nat touch this tree. © Why fo, Lord? If it be 
„good, why may not I touch it; if it be evil, 
* what has it to do in paradiſe? Certainly it's be- 
ing here, ſpeaks it's goodneſs, why then may [ 
not touch it?“ Becaufe I will have you obedient. 
The tree is good, but my command is better. 
Therefore I will not have you touch it. Iam your 
Lord, you are my ſervant; I am the ſubſtance, 
you are the ſhadow, and therefore are to be attach'd 
to me. How can you be attach'd to me, but by o- 
bedience to my precept? This then is cauſe ſuffici- 
ent. If you won't think it ſo; renounce to being 
my ſervant, my image and my ſhadow ; or' other: 
wiſe adhere to me. There is a good in taſting of 
this tree, but 'tis fatal good, the good of earthly 
knowledge: There is a good in leaving it untouch'd, 
a ſolid good, the good of obcdience ; and that is 
heavenly, becauſe *twill keep my image inviolable 
in you. Take then your choice: For both you 
may not have. Man took his choice in fact; but 
ah the wretched choice! The heavenly would not 
fatisfy him : He liked what is earthly better. He 
choſe it; effaced Gop's image in his ſoul ; and mi- 
ſerably fell from the divine familiarity, to the ſocie- 
ty of brutes, whom he was firſt made ſuperior to. 
Thus, Chriſtians, thus did man's grovelling ap- 
petite for earthly good, give birth to ſin; thus did 
ſin efface Gop's ſacred image in his breaſt; and 
thus through Satan's envy, did death enter into the 
world: And man by taking part with him; became 
like him. O glorious creature man f To what a 
depth ar't thou fallen! How has thy ſtrength for- 
ſaken thee! How is thy beauty faded Flow art 
thou fallen from Heaven, O Lucifer, who did. ſt riſe 
in the morning Now, thou has't effaced the image 
of God in thy heart, to liken thyſelf to Satan, the 
Ceſar, and prince of this world, in purſuing with 
the beaſts of the earth, the pleaſures of the earth ! 
O that thou. had'ſ but known in thy days (of inno- 
cence) the heavenly things which pertain to thy 
ace | How would'ſt thou not have leath'd all 
which is earthly ! But now, alas, in the night of 
original ſin, and univerſal corruption, they are bid- 
den from thy. eyes. O hapleſs, deplorable blindneſs !* 
Man when he was in bonour, did not underfland,.- 
ſays the PsaLMISsT. He was compared to ſenſeleſs 
beaſts, and became like them. This, this is the 
wretched fruit of fenſuality-; this the conſequence, . - 
of ſubjecting our reaſon to our paſſions, the ſpirit to 
the fleſh. From children and images of Gop; we 
are become the ſlaves and imitators of Satan: And, 
like him, preferring ſelf- love to the love of Gos, 
we are fallen from the ſociety with angels, to the 
level with brutes, nay beneath them. In this . i 
nea 4 4 


130 


neath them, that by our own perverſity, we have 
compared ourſelves to them. lt is worſe, ſays 
ce St. Fobn Chryſoftom, to compare ourſelves to 
© brutes, than it would have been to be form'd 
ſuch. To be naturally void of reaſon, is excuſa- 
ble: The poor beaſts who are ſo, did not make 
„ themſelves. But for man, adorn'd with reaſon, 
& to ſtoop himſelf to a ſenſual compariſon, with ir- 
“ rational beings, is a crime of the will.“ And 
therefore inexcuſable. O blind perverſity of man, 
to ſink ſuch native excellence, to ſo much meanneſs! 
O noble creature, where is thy greatneſs now, 
plunged as thou ar't, in an abyſs of darkneſs ? How 
ſhall thy likeneſs to thy Gop appear, through the 
thick night of original fin, in which thou ar't 
buried ? 

O thou eternal wiſdom! Thou inexterminable 
light! Thou only can'ſt diſperſe the clouds of fin 
and error, which darken this thy once loved image. 
O heavens, pour down your dew then from above, 
and let your clouds rain down the juſt. Let the 
earth open, and bring us forth a Saviour, which has 
brought forth ſuch ſinners. Reſtore, O Gop, thy 
once loved image man, to his firſt dignity. Le, 
grace appear, and Satan's likeneſs and characters b 
eraſed that thy bleſs'd image may be ſeen again, in 
all it's brightneſs. This, Chriſtians, Gop has 
long ſince done. Unwilling to leave the image of 
his glory, his favorit creature, a prey to the infer- 
nal enemy, he ſent his ſon, his dear, his only ſon, 
to cfface the ferpent's likeneſs in him, and renew 
his own, and this he has effected with his precious 
blood, taking man's nature on himſelf, to link us 
more inſeparably to him. View him upon his 
croſs, and view him attentively. Reflect what he 
has done, and ſuffer'd for you, to draw you to a 
hkenefs to himſelf. The tirſt man he created ſo 
like himſelf, that he was little inferior in that like- 
neſs to the angels; and tho” that likeneſs was effa- 
ced by original ſin, ſo ſtrongly has his mercy re- 
new'd it with his blood, and by his hypoftatic um- 
on of human nature to his -own, that he has even 

Taiſed mankind above the angels. 

For which of the angels, did he vouchſafe to die, 
when they by pride, had fallen from their Jtkeneſs 
to him? No, this was a favour he referved alone, for 
his more favorit image man. When Satan eraſed 
God's image from his ſoul, by his revolt, him and 

his rebel follewers he hurl'd into unuttetable miſe- 
ry, for the firſt offences. But ſuch was his exceſs 
of love for you, O man, that after numberleſs of- 
fences, 
and ſuffer'd his foul likeneſs, to efface the ſemblance 
of your Maker ; he to make you like, nay, one with 
him, ſtoop'd to become both alike, and one with 
you. Ah! Chriſtians be awake. Shall Gop then 
think it of ſuch importance, to have you like him- 
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by which you had become of Satan's part, 
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ſelf arid you not think it ſo. Shall your Creator 
and Redeemer for this, be at ſuch coſt and pains, 
and you think it much to be at any. O unexhauſt- 
ed bounty! Who can endure this ſweet extreme of 
thy unpurchaſed love, and not be melted into ea- 
gerneſs, to love thee with an equal flame. Ah 
What can'ſt thou, my Gop, be better, greater, or 
more happy, than thou ar't, for our being like thee? 
Thou  was't forever bleſt, ere we were made, 
and would'ſt be equally the fame, were we de- 
ſtroy'd. He made us, Chriſtians, for ourſelves, he 
wants us not; 'tis we want him. And therefore, 
tis that he would have us like him, that by belong- 
ing to him, he may belong to us. The ſoul of 
man, he therefore made his image, by making it 
immortal and indiſſoluble, that we might be for- 
ever his. The image, ſays St. Auguſtin, proper- 
& Y belongs to the form, whoſe image it is, the 
*« figure to the nature.” If then you are his ima- 
ges, his figures, do you not belong to him? The 
pride, the avarice, the luſts, and the vanities of the 
world, then have nothing to do in your hearts 
They are the images of Cz/ar, Satan the prince of 
the world, and are inſcribed by him. Wheres 
yeur ſouls are ſtamp'd with an infinitly noble 
image, and inſcribed with immortal charity. And 
whoſe is this image and ſuperſcription ? It is df 
Gov. Ah! Chriſtians, be then yourſelves, be juſ 
to Gop, and juſt even to Satan. Reſtore to him, 
what is his: You have no right to it. Give then . 
Cæ ſar what is Ceſar's, and to GoD what is of Gol. 
Renounce to Satan the pomps, the vanities of tht 
world, and the luſts of the fleſh, and give up who 
ly your minds, your hearts, your ſouls to Got, 
whoſe images they are. 


II. IF you but ſeriouſly conſider the infinity o 
Gop's goodneſs to you, in making them ſuch; | 
am convinced the generous ſentiments of ſoul, 0 
all ſeem full of, will make you eager to do it, fta 
a principle of grateful. love. I ſcorn at preſent, '0 
make ute of the low arguments, of eternal threat 
or promiſes, to induce you to reſolve, on doing G 
this juſtice. As you, I hope, ſcorn to ſtand in need 
of ſuch mere, ſervil, mercenary motives. No, © 
ſlaves be ſpurr'd by whips or hire. You are 
children — 5 Almighty, made free by that lber. 
ty, which Chriſt purchaſed you, at the price of * 
precious blood. There needs no more then to md 

you grateful, than to ſet his favours to you, in nr 
view. The ſhewing you, how greatly he has * 
you firſt, will ſure ſuffice to melt you into 10 15 
him. And needs there any other inſtance © 1 
love than this, of making you the living — 
himſelf? The noble copies of his heavenly con 
nance? This glorious ſemblance of him in J 


: y other ben 
made not by the intervention of an) inferio! 
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r inferior to himſelf, No, God himſelf, that no- 
; thing might be wanting in you, to reſemble him, 
. drew out the noble plan by his eternal wiſdom; He 
of too, by his own infinit power, brought you to light 
* with his hand divine; good as he is great, com- 
\| pleated you by his unparallel'd beauty, and to give 
or | life to your reſemblance of him, breathed into you 
eO ag emanation of himſelf. Ah! Can ſuch love then, 
i. WW deſerve to be lighted? Or can you overpay it, 
i... chould you even diſſolve with love for him? 

he If your own pictures, thoſe pictures you are ſo 


fond of, for being ſuch, were capable of love, who 
would you think they ought to love ſo much as you. 
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of & yourſelves, whom they reſemble ? Much more, if 
* ; — were made by your own hands, would you ex- 
r. pect upon a double ſcore, that their affections 
er | ſhould he center'd in you. From your own children, 
the WWE you expect the ſtrongeſt proofs of love, becauſe 
* they are like you, and more, becauſe yourſelves were 
The | inſtrumental to that likeneſs. Ah! Can you then 
the | without ſhame, refuſe your love to Gop, whom 
arts you reſemble, ſo. much more, who was not barely 
© inſtrumental to your being like him, but is the firſt 
ar. and ſupreme ſource of what you are; who made 
bler b ou like him, and gave you ſouls on purpoſe too, to 
And love him? Why did he make that heart of man ſo 
. of sereat, and ſo capacious, that all the univerſe of mere 
| juf created beings, can't ſuffice to fill it? Why, but 
wm, WH that Gop alone might fill it? © Yes! Gop, fays 
„n St. Auguſtin, our hearts are uneaſy, unſatiated, 
G00. aud reſtleſs, till they repoſe in thee.” 

f the | Well, gracious Maker, thy bounty is as evident as 
bo- tis ineffable. We own with pride, a grateful pride, 
Gon, that we are like thee, nay, thy very images, and 

therefore properly belong to thee, whoſe hands be- 
neficent have made us ſo. With all the gratitude 

it our ſouls are e of, we Praiſe thee for this 
ch; | likeneſs. O ſuffer not one ſpark of foreign love to 
1 you i ſtain, disfigure, or efface it in us. But graciouſly 
"from WR embelliſh it with an encreaſe of grace, making us. 
at, 6 ſtill more comely images, and more reſemblin 
bend i thee. O let the precious fountain of thy ſacred 
300% i blood, ſupply us with continual helps, to love and 
in beet © ſtill more after thee, in every virtuous prac- 
No, l. tiſe. In patience, fortitude, in charity to all man- 
re fret kind, and ſovereign love for thee. 
+ libet- But ah! Chriſtians, why do we ask all this? 
e of bi Why, but to grant us this, did Gop's eternal ſon, 
om n0oP from the heavens his glory, when ſin throug! 
* datan's artifice, had ſullied in the ſoul of man, the 
1; ord if brightneſs of his image? So grieved was he, to ſee 
ove l. i 8 well, his dear- loved creature man, bereft of all 
e of bi * excellence, by loſing this, that he deſcended 
dune rom his heavenly throne, and took his ver imag ? 
"count 1 himſelf, to purify, reform it, aud re-eſtabliſh it 
wo, ia it's native beauty. To this, did all his labour? 
J heinh all his ſufferings; and all the blood he ſhed 


131 
was ſhed for this. Now all he requires of us in re- 
turn is, that we keep this ſacred image, in the pure 
ſtate he has reſtored it to. That we ſully it no 
more with ſin, nor thruſt it from our ſouls, to give 
reception to the likeneſs of the prince of darkneſs, 
by hankering after what is his, the pride, the luſts, 
and vain allurements of the fleſh or world. And to 
encourage us to make him this return, he graciouſ- 
ly promiſes to recompenſe our ſtruggles, to be like 
him, with ſuch additions of abounding grace, as ſhall 
improve our likeneſs to him. Ah! Why, my ſoul, 
then do'ſt thou not labour without ceaſe, to beauti- 
fy this likeneſs of thy Gop? Why do'ſt thou not 
toil by day, by night, ſtill to be more and more like 
him. O ſovereign author of my ſoul, whoſe boun- 
teous hands have made me to thy likeneſs, whoſe 
precious blood has waſh'd away the ſtains, which 


ſin firſt ſoil'd this image with, O ſprinkle us with the 


hyſſop of thy grace, that we may keep this image 
clean, as thou did'ſt make it by thy death and fa- 
craments. | 

This, Chriſtians, God is ready to accord. But 
he requires (till, that you ſhould do your parts. He 
who made you, and made you like himſelf, with- 
out you, will neither ſave you, nor preſerve you 
like him, without you. He expects you to make 
uſe of the freedom and grace, he has given you to 
renounce, the empty enjoyments of the earth, where 
they are oppoſit to the enjoyment of him. They 
are the properties of Satan, the Cz/ar and prince of 
this world. For they are ſtamp'd with his likeneſs 
and inſcription. You then have nothing to do with 
them. . Youare immortal beings, and ſuperſcribed 
in your baptiſm, with the indelible characters of 
grace. And whoſe-images and ſuperſciption are 
theſe? Are they not of the living Gop ? To him 
then they properly belong, and you cannot without 
injuſtice, as well as ingratitude, with-hold them 
from him. Reſtore then, Beloved, reſtore in the 
name of Ixs us, Reſtore to Ceſar what is Cefar's,. 
and to Go what is of Gop. 

Yes, loving Lord, we will, with chearfulneſs, e- 
yen from this minute, we renounce to Satan, what- 
ever is his, whatever is not pleaſing in thy ſight, the 
fleſh, the world, and all affections to it, incompa- 
tible with the love of thee. To thee alone we give 
our ſenſes, ſouls, and all we have to give thee.. But 


ah, dear Gop, thou knoweſt us full well, what poor 


frail things we are, prone in our fleſh to all that's 
ill, and impotent in good. Without thy aid, we 
may again dis figure theſe precious images of thee, 
with treſh offences, but without thee, in vain we 
labour to adorn them, or preſerve them clean, as 
thou has't waſh'd them. O by that unexhauſted 


mercy then, by that divine exceſs of · love, Which 


moved thee to delineate thyſelf in us, we ardently - 
implore thee. to protect us all, with thy improving 
ethicacious-. 
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efficacious grace, that we may never faint or be tir- 
ed in loving thee, but daily more and more, ad- 


vance in virtue, and likening ourſelves to thee, 
till thou ſhal't think us fit to be admitted to the en- 
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joyment of thee. And that the Almighty ma y hear 
our humble prayer, I earneſtly beſcech him, In the 
Name, &c. 


* R 


# 
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St. MATTHEW ix. 20. 21. 

And bebeld a woman which was troubled with an 
iſſue of blood twelve years, came behind him, 
and touch*'d the bem of bis garment. For ſbe ſaid 
within berſelf, if I ſhall touch only bis garment, I 


ſhall be ſafe. 


T H E whole life of Chriſt, without impropriety, 
may be ſaid to be a kind of divinely well-or- 
order*d poem, every incidental action of which is a 
- heavenly epiſode, deſign'd at once for our edificati- 
on and inſtruction. This appears no where more e- 
vident, than in the preſent goſpel; the main action 
of which is the raiſing to life the dead daughter of 
a certain prince: A miracle, which, if taken even in 
_ aliteral ſenſe, is one of the greateſt Chriſt ever per- 
form'd on a human body ; but, if explain'd in the 
figurative ſenſe, it includes, comprehends the great 
end of all his miracles, the ſupernatural re-animati- 
on of the ſoul : A miracle, in a word, which, while 
it enforces our faith in the myſteries reveal'd to us, 
urges our compliance with the precepts enjoin'd us. 
However, as the whole life of Chriſt muſt be (like 
the ſeamleſs garment his holy. Mother wrought 
him) all of a piece, it was impoſſible he ſhould 
leave the leaſt interval of it, unfill'd with miracu- 
lous proofs of his divinity and ineffable inſtances of 
his — goodneſs. And therefore tho' the 
ſpace could be but ſhort, between his hearing the 
prince's grievance and his redreſſing it; yet, ſhort 
as it was, he fill'd it up, you ſee, with a miracle 
by the way almoſt equal to that, which he was 
principally intent to perform. | 
Thus far may ſuffice, to give you a general no- 
tion of the contents of this goſpel; and, to ſhew 
you, that the whole is too pregnant with myſtery, 
and too rich in inſtruction, to admit of a full expla- 
nation of all it's parts, in the narrow compaſs of one 
- evening's lecture. For this reaſon, I ſhall, at pre- 
ſent, intirely confine myſelf to conſider the inciden- 
tal part of it, which alone is ſufficient to furniſh 
us with ample matter of ſpiritual improvement. 
| It is pretty evident, that the woman, who could 
rely on the hem of Chriſt's garment, for a remedy 
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lively faith, in the virtue iſſuing from his ſacred 


E 0 {8 


to her diſeaſe, muſt neceſſarily have a ſtrong and 


body: And, *tis equally evident, from the ſuccel 
of her application, that her faith was not ill-groun- 
ded. Every Chriſtian muſt acquieſce to this: And 
every Catholic, I dare ſay, in reading this goſpel 
4s excited, at once, to admire, and envy this vo- 
man for her faith and ſucceſs. Yet, who can be- 
lieve as much, if we are to judge of the ſentiment 
of Chriſtians by their conduct? 

If the hem of our Saviour's garment contain's 
ſuch virtue, that the bare touch of it, would cute 
an inveterate, obſtinate diſeaſe of many years ſtat- 
ding; what virtue muſt not his body itſelf contain! 
And, if his body alone is of ſuch efficacy, that tht 
ſimple touch of it is ſufficient to remove all cut 
corporal complaints; What benefit might not be 
expected to a diſtemper'd ſoul, which inwardly f 
ceives not only his body, but his ſoul ; not on 
his human nature, but his Godhead? To vii 
cauſe then ſhall I impute it, that Chriſtians, tu 
Catholics, who have a ſure and ſpeedy remedy, 
for all their ills, ever ready at hand, to apply to, 
the perſon of Chriſt, linger on, as they do, in! 
dangerous, habitual complication of fpiritual ci. 
eaſes? Would it not be a ſhame, Chriſtians, "© 
ſuppoſe you want faith, who pretend to admire" 
in this woman? And would it not ſeem inconſſen, 
to ſuppoſe you to envy her ſucceſs, and, Jet, ® 
to be wiſhful to ſucceed yourſelves? Vet,“ 1 
laudable envy can I believe you capable of, * 
neglect the ſame remedy, tho' more eminem 
within your reach, as it daily is, in the hol) . 
ment of the altar? You cannot, ſurely, doubt © 
the truth of a myſtery, which, tho! ſo much aber 
the reach of human reaſon, is ſtill ſo ene 
with it. No, you cannot, it is impoſſible in 
ſhoald, doubt of a point of faith, you ſuf 9 
much to maintain. Bluſh then, O Chriſtians. 
think, that convinced of the ſovereign efficac 44 
divine remedy, you want to be put in min js # 
plying to it, and applying, in ſuch 2 . i. 
may render you worthy ot reaping benefit If I 
Are you not all ſick at foul, much more than 40 


Ar 
be 


dy? But, how few of you all, are as eager as the 
poor infirm woman of this goſpel, to ſue to Chriſt 
for your remedy? And, even of the few who do 
apply to him, how ſmall is the number of thoſe, 
who following the example they affect to admire 
in her, approach to him with the reverence and 
devotion due to ſo aweful a ſacrament, But I'll for- 
bear reproaches; and endeavour to remove the cauſ- 
es of them, in you, by briefly ſnewing you, 
I. The neceſſity and advantages of frequent ap- 
proac hing to Chriſt in the holy euchariſt; 10 
which 1 ſball add: And 
II. Some of the motives and means, to excite 
and qualify you to approach worthily. 


«© Worthily did I ſay? Ah, Lord of hoſts, let 


* us do all we can, we mult ſtill own ourſelves 
* unworthy of approaching to thee, or being ap- 
e proach'd to by thee. Ah, go out then from us, 
© Lord, for we are men and ſinners, thou our 
© Gop, and infinitly averſed to fin. Ah, Lord! 
© We are not wotthy that thou ſhould'ſt enter un- 
% der our roofs. Say only the word, and our 
„ ſouls ſhall be heal'd. What, Lord, will not th 
* love in healing us ſufficiently appear, unleſs 
* thou make thyſelf, not only our phyſician but 
* our food? Not only our gueſt but even our in- 
* timate. O purify us then, and fit our ſouls for 
thy reception, and ſince we cannot be compleatly 
* worthy of thee in this life, make us at leaſt as 
little unworthy as our nature will permit. 


I. That Chriſt, is, really and phyſically preſent, 
in the holy ſacrament of the euchariſt, I have al- 
ready proved, in my controverſial diſcourſe on this 
text: And, therefore, it will be needleſs here, to 
uſe any arguments to eſtabliſh a point of faith al- 
ready proved; ſince any, who are diſpoſed to en- 
tertain the leaſt doubt of it, may have recourſe to 
that. Neither can it be neceſſary to bring any 
proofs to confirm you, Chriſtians, in a belief, which, 
a5 I have already obſerved, you ſo conſtantly main- 
tain, under the greateſt diſadvantages. , ; 

But, what can it avail you, to believe Chriſt to 
be perſonally in the bleſſed ſacrament, if you are 
not ſollicitous to apply to him for the benefit he in- 
tended you in mercifully placing himſelf there? 
Why did he graciouſly ſtoop, to veil his glory, un- 
der the humble ſpecies of natural food, but that 
you might aproach with confidence, to receive in 
him your ſouls ſpiritual food: A food fo neceſſary 
to it, that it cannot ſubſiſt without? Unle/; you eat 
the Fl of the ſon of man and drink bj; UE, you 
ſhall have no life in you. It is plain then, from 
theſe words of our Saviour, that it is eflentially ne- 
ceſſary for every chriſtian to receive, aft 


n the holy ſacrament of the euchaciſt, | 
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But, how often we ſhould receive it, Chriſt leſt 


us no poſitive rule; as if he thought it too ſting- 


ing a reproach to preſcribe how often we ſhould 
receive him; when on one hand he is ever graciouſly 
ready to communicate himſelf to us; and we, on the 
other, ſtand ever in need of receiving him. Indeed, 
the church perceiving our ſpiritual indolence, and 
how much we ſtand in need of a ſpur, in our way 
to eternal felicity, has thought proper to, oblige 
us to apply to this ineffable banquet, at leaſt, once 
a year, under pain of being excluded her flock. 
And, yet, with what difficulty are we brought to 
comply? With what reluQtance do we ſubmit? 
And how ſuperficially do we diſpoſe ourſelves ? 
Alas, O man! What art thou? Vain thoughtleſs, 
inconſiſtent creature, fond of thyſelf, to a folly, 
careleſs of thyſelf, to madneſs; blinded by ſelf- 
love, and by ſelf-negle& deſtroy'd. What crea- 
ture more perſuaded, of it's worth than man? not 
Lucifer, himſelf.” What inſe& more laviſh of it's 
being? Not the flame-courting moth or ſelf-expo- 
ſing worm. ' Aſk man, who the world was created 
for? He will, anſwer, for bim. Why were the 
angels made? ---- To guard bin. Why was Chriſt 
incarnate? To redeem bim. Why did he lead a 
painful, laborious life? To inſtruct bim. Why 
did he die on an ignominious croſs? To reſcue 
bim from eternal death. Why did he rife, and aſ- 
cend triumphant into heaven? To draw him thither 
after him. Why did he ſend his divine ſpirit, in 
his ſtead, after his departure? To pour on bim the 
grace and lights neceſlary to ſalvation. Aſk him, 
in a word, why did Gop leave himſelf a perpetual 
legacy in the holy ſacrament? He will anſwer till, 
that it was for, and to bim? Why, why is he daily 
offer'd on the altar, expoſed to the eyes of the 
faithful, or depoſited in the ſacred tabernacle? 
To this end, man will fay, that he might be in- 
timately united with bim. So full is man of 


himſelf and ſo convinced of the truth of his own © 


greatneſs! | | 1 

Vet, ſo unmindful is man of his true intereſts, 
ſo laviſh is he of himſelf, as to facrifice all theſe 
advantages to giddy, indolence ! O Chriſtian, Chriſ- 
tian! Slothful Chriſtian? How much more in- 
conſiſtent, baſe and groveling is thy pride, than 
that of Lacifer! He, created the firſt and brighteſt 
of angels, aſpired to be like Gop: 1 will aſcend 
and will be like the moſt bigh. Nie 
the duſt of the earth, yet, invited to be one with 


Gov, in the reception of him, ar't mean enough _ 


to fight the honour. He, when he was damn'd, 


was damn'd, for aſpiring to be like the moſt Sigh * 


but you, if you are damn'd, will be fo, becayſe yo 
would not be made Gods yourſelves,#bet ir, one with 
Gov, in the reception of his precious body and 


blood, To, whom cpuls ths ral Propher mean 
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to ſpeak, when he ſaid: I have ſaid, 2 are Godr; 
and all of you children of the Mosr Hicn? Was 
he not prophetically ſpeaking to Chriftians, who, 
by means of the holy euchariſt, have it in their 
power to be prove united with the divine be- 
ing? But ah, how much more like devils; ' nay, 
worſe than devils, are not thoſe Chriſtians, whom 
| the cenſures of the church, can ſcarce prevail oh 

to reap this ineffable bleſſing offer'd them, tho? but 
once a year; and, whom no conſideration can prevail 
on to lay hold of it oftener? How wil't thou, O 
Lucifer, in the day of judgment reproach them, 
who, poſſeſs'd of all thy pride, want the courage 
to FnAify it, in aſpiring to that likeneſs, with 
Gpb, which is offer'd to them, tho' deny'd 
thee! * 0 Wy 

Think not, O indolent Chriſtian, that alledging 
rour own unworthineſs, will be any plea to ex [4 
your ftothful neglect of this divine remedy againſt 
ſim. No: StriQt . truly wor 
thy to receive the of our Lord. The m 
Innocent are, at beſt, but the feaſt unworthy. Still, 
the only way to become leſs unworthy of receiving, 
it, is to receive it often. Therefore, is it offer'd: 
alike to the ſaint and the Tinner. To the aint, to 
make him more perſect, that be who is a ſaint, 33 
David ſays, may be ſanfified farther. And, to 
the ſinner, that he may become a ſaint, by this in- 
timate union with the Poly of holies. . For, as the 
uk prophet. ſays, with the boly, you will. 

oly. | | 

However great a ſtate of grace you may be in, 
Oo Chriſtians, yow are ann in © te of * 
Let bim then, among you, who thinks be ſtande, 
tale care * Fall. And, how ſhall yo preſerve. 
yourſelves from falling, amidſt the infinite dangers. 
which threaten you perpetually on all fides,. with- 
out receiving frequent recruits, of ſpiritual vigour,, 
from this fountain of all ſtrength? Have you not, 
on one fide, the allurements of a. flattering world, 
ever beſieging you? Have you not, on the otlier, 
2a malicious train of infe enemies, ever ſtudious 
to ſhake your conſtancy? And have you not the 
inbred traitors, your paſſions, lurking within. you,.. 
ever awake to furprize you, ever. ready to betray 
„ When grace ſhall grow faint, or virtue ſhall. 
be unguarded? And, what other certain means of 
afety have ydu, amidſt theſe manifold dangers,. 
but, that of keeping up a perpetual correſpondence 
with your divine- Saviour, l alone is capable of 


1 


ſecuring you from the power of alf your enemies? 


But, how can ych propoſe to keep up this correſ- 
dence long, without frequently renewing your 
ntimate union with him, in the holy facratnent of 
his body and blood? He ube eats my, fleſh, and 
hoy 15 blood, ſays Chriſt, abides in me and I in 
. 
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Jou abide in Chriſt, and Chriſt in vou, 


what have you to fear, what have you not to hope 
If Gow'is with you, who can be againſt you? On 
the contrary, if, ſlighting the grace, you received 
in your former communion, you. are dilatoty in re- 
newing, Chriſt will be as flow in augmenting i. 
In a word, he will be no more with you, nor 
you with him: And be who is not with me, ſays 
he, is againſt mr. As you forget him to be your 
protector, he will ceaſe to look on you as his ally; 
your ſpiritual enemies will over- power you, you 
will fall from the ſtate of grace you are in; and 
your former communions, inffead of being of 
advantage to you, will add to your guilt and ap- 
28 euro miſery. So ge is it, for the belt 
ot VLarimans, to approach frequently to t 
wr of ** encharil. nem 
or is it of leſs importance for. you, O ſinners 
What, tho? you are already Wa flaves to ſatan; 
tho? vou are made tributary to a. care-enhancing 
world ; the? you fare fallen the half-devour'd prey 
of your coarſe-feeding appetites ; muſt you, there- 
fore, remain ſo? Is your caſe, therefore, fo deſpe- 
rate as to admit of no reliet? Ah, ſinner ! "Tis the 
iltufion of thoſe enemies, who tyrannize over you. 
While you give ear to them, your evil is meli. 
But, if you will be refieved, jou may. While you 
are attach*d to the fuggeſtions of the wicked, you 
will continue in wickedneſs; or, to expreſs it in the 
words of holy Dav1D, with the perverſe you will 
ze perverted. Fly then to the holy of bolies in the 
bleſſed facrament of the eucharift. With the boy 
you will be made holy, ſays the Ps ALMIsT. Ac. 
cept the invitation he ces you from the ſ. 
tabernacle, where he is waiting with eagerneß io 
relieve JE: Come, come to me, ſays he, all J. 
who labour and are beavy laden and I will refreſ 
you. And, whether elfe will you, can you, 80 l0 
relief, O diftemper'd ſouls, but to this ſovereign di- 
vine phyſician? Who ſhall releaſe you from the met - 
cileſs yoke, of ſpiritual tyranny, you groan under, 
but Ile? In the ſacred tribunal of confeſſion, you ma) 
Hope to receive your freedom from fin and ſatan: 
but, whither will you run, but to this ſource © 
grace, for an augmentation of that which you ”' 
there receive? Whither will you travel, to f 
the grace neceſſary, to conquer your bad hab'ts 
to reſiſt the future ſuggeſtions of hell, to delpil 
the empty enticements of an enflaving worl , 
to quell the ſrequent revolts of your rebellious pa 
ons; Whither, I fay, will you ſteer in ſearch ol 
thoſe vittues you are now a ſtranger to, but wy ) 
fountain of all. grace, to this author of all virtue 
And, how ſhall you hope to obtain them ro 
him, but by a frequent intimate union with hum, 
in that holy ſacrament he ſo lovingly invites * 
to? If you receive him frequently, how 2 
will you grow with him! He who call 2 
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Chriſt, the ſame ſball live by me. Your life then 
will be no on — life of a ſinful man, but the 
life of Chriſt. No more will you be ſubject to the 
temptations of the devil, but ſuperior to them: No 
more will you be allured by a flattering world, but 
be void of tafte for it's vanities: No more will you 
be enſlaved by your lawleſs paſſions, but proof 
againſt their ſuggeſtions. In a word, the more of- 
ten you receive Chriſt, the more eager will you 
ow to receive again; till transform'd into him, 
you will think with St. PAUL, I live, yet not 4, 
but Chriſt lives in me. Such is the importance, 
and ſuch are the great advantages, Which every 
Chriſtian muſt reap from a frequent devout recep. 
tion of Chriſt, in the holy ſacrament of his body and 
blood. : 
And, are not theſe ſufficient motives to induce 
ou to receive him often, and to receive him wor- 
thily? Muſt I be forced, Chriſtians, to place be- 
fore you that eternal crown of bliſs, which will be 
the reward of ſuch, as by a frequent, worthy re- 
ception of him, have ated their intimate 
union with him in this life? And, will that, even 
be too faint to excite your reverence? Well, then, 
if you are of ſoſervilea nature, that nothing will de- 
ter you from abuſing his ſs, but the fear of his 
puniſhments, hear what St. Paul ſays: He cube eats 
this bread and drinks this cup unwortbily, eats and 
drinks judgment to bimfelf, net diſcerning the body 
of our Lord. Let no one dare then to approach to 
this holy ſacrament, without diſpoſing ' himſelf in 
the beſt manner to receive it worthily: Since no- 
thing leſs than the eternal ſeverity of Gop's judg- 
ment, will be the infallible confequence of an un- 
* . — it. tele | 4 
t, eternal miſery, is not enough to 
1 'tis Pb lg had you imagin, far off. 
But hold, Chriſtians, hold. It may not be ſo far 
off as Fane a #1 ob It may be at hand; and 
you, if you ſhould deſerve it, will not be the firſt 
inſtances of Gopꝰs divine juſtice, in this life, ſhould 
he take — off in the very a&@ of receiving unwor- 
thily w many ſtrange diſtempers rage among 
men, which phyſicians know not the cauſe of ? 
How many die ſuddenly, and others of ſickneſſes, 
which all are at a loſs 10 aecount for? But, how 
many, alas, of theſe undiſcover' d diſeaſes, how 
ee of theſe uminibly deaths,” wilt be -uceounted 
F (noting Sf 15 Nen en 
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for, in the day of judgment, from the ſacrileges 
committed in the reception of this holy ſacrament. 
This is no invention of my on, St. Paul himſelf 
enumerates theſe very particulars, to the Corintbi- 
ans, to geter ſome among them from ſacrilegious 
communions, whom neither the infinity of, Gop's 
goodneſs could win to receive him worthily, nor 
the eternity of his ſeverities could deter from re- 
ceiving him unprepared. Therefore are there a- 
mong you, ſays he, many weak and feeble, and ma- 
ny Po that is the ſleep of death. _ 

Ah! Chriſtians! Be ſerious, and reflect ho 
much it behoves you to ſummon all your attention, 
all your diligence to receive this divine nutriment 
worthily; that is, as worthily as a human creature 
can do. To do this, prepare yourſelf, by an hum- 
ble confeſſion, and ſincere contrition at heart for all 
the fins you have committed. Place yourſelves in 
as perfect a ſtate of purity as you can. And cleanſe 
your hearts not only of ſin, but of every affeQtion 
to it. Conſider IG of the gueſt who is 
to reſide there, and think, how unfit a ' gueſt for 
him will be any little favorit paſſion, . any —— 
appetite, any unclean affection. Sacrifice all then 
to him; and raiſe your fervor by acts of virtue, in- 
ternal and external. In a word, Rudy every time 
you approach to communion, ſtudy to receive him 
with more reverence and devotion than ever ou 
did before; empty your ſoul intirely of all that is 
filthy and ſinful, and labour to fill it wholly with 
him. For, to conclude with St. Aubroſe : With 
* how great a contritiou of heart, O Lord Gop; 
<< with what floods of tears, with what fear and re- 
„ verence; | with what chaſtity of body and purity | 
„ of mind, ought we not to celebrate. that divine 
* myſtery, where thy body is indeed taken, and 
© thy blood indeed drank; where the higheſt u- 
* nites with the loweſt; the divine with the hu- 
« man ; where thy angels are preſent, and thou thy- 
< ſelf ar*t wonderfully and ineffably; both 2 
victim. Vet, who, O Lord, can a e, or 
0 partake of this ſacred myſtery, worthily;” unleſs 
* .you give him ſo to do? Grant us ehen, we im- 
5 plore, that grace we ſo little deſerve, yet ſtand 
** fo much in need of. That worthily'partaking 
of thee here, we may be more intimately. conjoin'd 
to thee in thy glory hereafter, Which, d. in 
the name, & | 11% * 1 e777 | MXV * 
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ibe ſon of man be. 
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On the Laſt SUNDAY 

St. MATTHEW Mir. 20. 
Fray that your: flight be net in winter or on the 
No 1122 15" 211 Suabbatb. 5 (42 15 
N the Goſpel for this day, Chriſtians, your di- 
vine Saviour is labouring to arm you againſt the 
terrors of the laſt, great and general judgment, by 


deſcribing to you the danger of being unprepared 


for it's approach. And, that you may be in con- 
ſtant readineſs to receive bim as your welcome 
judge, who was ſo ready to exhibit himſelf your 
friend and advocate; he, warns you of the moral 
impoſſibility of preparing yourſelves, in the inſtant 
of his coming, on the account of the dreadful con- 
ſternation you will, neceſſarily, be in, at the majeſ- 
ty of his appearance, as welb as at the ſuddenneſs of 
it. Fer at ligbtnuing comethrout-ofitbe eaſt, and 
appeareth even IE Jo-alſa ſbali the coming 
But, for a clearer compre- 
henſion of this, let me appeal to the laſt fears you 
were in, when lightning rouz'd your ſleepiug con- 
ſciences; + However, they, perhaps, are all for- 
gotten, and your reſolves are vaniſh' d albto nought, 
with thé evaporated cauſe which gave them birth. 
Come then, dear Bord; once: more, before thy laſt 
appearance, ſend: forth this terror- ſtriking harbin- 
ger of thy approach, to wake theſe drowly people. 
O''erſpread therheavens, with ſudden clouds, and 
let each meteor. ſtrike- fire, *till flame embracing 
flame, the hemiſphere ſhall flaſh. with one broad 
blaze of lightning. Ah! { Chriſtians, you want the 
heart to jo me ini this prayer, that bravery with 
which you dare your diſtant judge, already fails 
you; and could one but inſpect your fouls, you 
ſnudder at the very thought. How then would you 
quake, if, while Lam ſpeaking, a ſudden ſheet of 
hvis light ſhould overſpread the ſky in fadt ! And; 
whence proceeds this panic which makes it's. way 
even to the-moſt intrepid breaſts? Whence. comes 
it, that the braveſt mortals, who, like unſhaken 
rocks, can face, immoveable, the fiery: mouths of 
cannons, and wade through rapid floods to fight 
and challenge death amidſt the flames, ſhall. often 
ſhrink, with horror, at a- ſudden lightning in the 
air ? The reaſon is plain, the former finds them on 
their guard, and arm'd with bravery and caution. 
The latter takes them unawares, ere they have 
time to ſummon reſolution, or to recur to means of 


- your judge. If you neglect to labour in - 
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ſafety. "Tis then the ſuddenneſs of lightning which 
ſurpriſes: And, *tis the ſubtilneſs which makes our 
horror reaſonable, inaſmuch, as it bales all pre- 
caution, and carries it's baleſul power to the deep- 
eſt, cloſeſt, moſt. remote receſſes we can fly to. 
For the ſame reaſon then, as makes you dread the 
very thought of lightning, you ought to live in: 
perpetual fear of the tremendous, laſt approach of 
8 Judge, and ſuch a fear as may, by 
keeping you in cenftant readineſs, leſſen your fears, 
if. not diſpel them quite, when be ſhall actually ap- 
pear. For ſo ſhall alſo the coming of the fon of man 
be : Sudden as lightning. As lightning ſubtil and 
penetrating, from the ſurface to the center of the 
earth, his Power and Majeſty will leave you no te- 
ceſs, no dark retreat to lurk in from his all-reaching 
preſence. Then, if you ſhould. be unprepared, 
you'll» have no time to get yourſelf in 'readinels 
when, if, unhappily, without the coat of juſtifying 
grace, twill be dreadful to go forward, and ah, too 
late to go back to repentance in ſeareh of it. Pra, 
then, ſays your Saviour, that your flight be nit it 
winter or on the Sabbath. That is fly from the 
wrath. to come while it is ſummer, while it 53 
time of working: While you have youth, or , 
gout, or the means of grace, in reach. For, ſhould 
you perverſely put it off till the winter of old-ag%, 
of ſickneſs, or to that period, when ſtrengthened 
in virtue, you ought to hope for reſt from all gouf 
labours; alas, your, flight will be in Main., But, 
this, perhaps, aeQs. you little; you feel. Jife irons 
In you, and cannot. be perſuaded that the ſummer 
of your health is near ign-end. Well, then, to gl. 
tify your, favorit — I' ſuppoſe you. have 
ſome ſecret, ſure againſt a morrow's. fever, 1 th 
day's, apeplexy: But, can you give me au 
vance,, that yon and, barg.noj\the mjſerable m9 
deſtin din ah bloom Gb health, te gelbe, ſon / 
man coming in tbe clouds of Heaven with nu 
Power and Majeſiy? Who &er the unhappy © 
tures be, doomꝰd to be witneſſes to that dread hgh! 
they will expect it as little as you do: And, Je, 
perhaps, none will have greater reaſon to exe 
than you have ; if any attention be paid to the pe . 
tentous ſigns, which, Chriſt aſſures you ſhall f a 
cede it. Should this then be your caſe, wha 


. * = - eet 
hard winter will that be for you to travel in on E 
the litt | 
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ammer left you, how will you labour in that Sab- 

bath, when all works ſhall ceaſe? How will you 
take your flight from danger, in a ſeaſon, when hor- 
rors, facing you on every ſide you turn, ſhall throw 
you into ſuch a conſternation as ſhall rob you of all 
means of ſafety, and make it equally diſcouraging 
to halt or to advance. Ah! Pray then, Chriſtians, 
pray that your flight from evil be not in the winter, 
or on the Sabbath. And, that I may induce you to 
make this prayer effectual, by watching conſtantly, 
while you enjoy the little ſummer of health, and 
means of grace left you, againſt the horrors of that 
wretched winter, now [I ſhall ſhew you, 


I. That it is not only not impoſſible, but even 
highly probable, that many here may live to 
be the 0 ſpectators of it: And 

II. Whether it be ſo or not, it highly behoves 
you all to ſtand. in readineſs. for it. 


O thou, eternal judge, who graciouſly has't 
« warn'd us of thy fecond coming, give us the 
grace to reap the benefit which thou intendeſt us 
by thy all-merciful-precaution, that ever ready to 
« go forth to meet thee, our ſolid hopes in thy 
„ unfailing promiſes may diſſipate the terrors of 
* that period, when it comes.“ n 


I. That none of thoſe creatures, who are re- 
ſerved to be living ſpectators of the ſecond coming 
of Chriſt, may plead their conſternation, at the 
ſuddenneſs of it, as an excuſe for their. want of 
preparation; our divine Saviour, while yet a Savi- 
our, has left them ſufficient marks of his future ap- 
proach. Indeed in the very chapter,whence this goſ- 
pel is extracted, he tells you all, that of the day and 
beur, when this ſhall come to paſs, No body knoweth, 
neither the angels. of beaven. Watch therefore, 
lays. he, becauſe you know not what. bour your 
Lerd will. ceme. Nay, continues our diving maſ- 

ter, be always ready, becauſe. at what bour you 
| think, not, ,atthat” very, hour, the Son of Man 
"will come. And yet ſudden and unexpeQed as that 
hour will be, when it does come; it will not be 
lo ſudden, but that it may be foreſeen · to be 
near at hand for many years, by the ſigns and 
wonders: precediog it! And what are theſe ſigns 
and won ers ; What, are the previous har bingers 
of it's approach ?. Why: our bleſſed Lord tells us 
ot two, ſorts, and thoſe very; remarkable ones. 
The one ſort are the abuſes of grace, the other 
the diſtortions of nature: The Hrſi the works of 
the Devil, and the Second the warnings of an ex- 
aſperated Gop, The former axe many years ante- 
 cedent to the, general judgment, and the laſt imme- 

lately preceding it. Now which ever we conſi- 
der- we ſhall find, that, keeping in our eye, the pre- 
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diction of our Saviour, we have the greateſt reaſon 
to apprehend, that the day of univerſal judgment 
is near enough at hand for us, to expect it, even in 
our own days. : 

The firſt of theſe ſigns, then as we have it, from our 
Saviour Chriſt is, that there ſball riſe falſe Chriſls 
and falſe prophets, and ſball ſhew great figns and 
wonders, ſo that the eled alſo (if it be poſſible) 
may be induced into error. And when alas, can 
this prediction be nearer to it's accompliſhment, 


than it appears at preſent. Within theſe two laſt 


centuries, how many impudent, abſurd, and detef- 
table hereſies, have not raiſed their heads] How 
many falſe Chriſts have appear'd,. wretches ſo void 
of ſenſe and honeſty, as for the fake of gratifying 
their love of lucre, their luſt of praiſe, or leud li- 
bertiniſm, have rent the Church of Gop, bid 
Chriſt defiance, and vented new conceited goſpels 
of their own, inſtead of his, and what is ſtill more 
glaringly audacious, made uſe of his revered autho- 
rity, to give their errors ſanction! What ſhall we 
ſay of Lutber's followers, fools who preſume to 
ſhelter their abſurdities, under the awfal wing of 
Chriſt's unerring'truths, tho* ſuch abſurdities, as e- 
ven their wicked maſter bluſhes not to own, that 
he received in a; nocturnal conference from Satan, 
the father of lies? Are they not manifeſt falſe pro- 
phets? What ſigns and wonders have they not 
teign'd, to draw (if poſſible) even the ele to error? 
For what a wonder is it not, far more ſurpriſing to 
ſound reaſon than any myitery of. ous faith, that 
men who pride in owning Chriſt to be eternal truth, 
and men of no mean genius, nay multitudes of men 
like theſe, ſhould blindly yield to contradict his moſt 
expreſs commands and doctrins, to follow thoſe of 
an obſcure, debauch'd, and. ſtupid outlaw, Who has 
recorded himſelf the proſelyte of hell, and voluntary 
dupe, to the known father of hes the devil. This 
is a wonder of ſuch a nature as, if conſider'd with 
ſuperficial eyes, might ſtartle (if poſſible), even the 
elect. What ſhall ſo many men of parts and learn- 
ing, ſome poor illiterate innocents would, ſay, what” 
ll ſuch men, give into this new. docttin, and it be 
falſe? Sure nothing but à miracle could give ſo 
ſpeedy an ;encreaſe, to ſuch, minute beginning. 
ah to eye it but on this ſide; who would, not 
yield to be a Lutheran ? But ſearch this wonder to 
tne bottom, and you ſhall ſee how falſe a ſign it is. 
To what is owing the furprifing progress of. this ly- 
ing ſect of ee he church, of Chriſt 
owed it's encreaſe to the minuteneſs of its origin: 
But in what did that minuteneſs conſiſt? It conſiſt- 


ed, as I have already ſnewn. ou, in humility, ſelf- de- 


nial, and the croſs, of , Chriſt: Principles all  oppo-- 
ſit to, and deſtructive of the maximg. of the fleſh. - 


That from ſuch principles then, this Church ſhould 


gather ſtrength, and draw mankind to even renounce” ' 
3 3 . t * 
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the fleſh; to become anembers of it, muſt be a mi- 
racle indeed, becauſe ſuperior to the force of nature. 
But were the ſeeds of Luth-raniſm ſuch ? No they 
were the gratification of the fleſh and appetites, and 
quite conformable to the propenſity of man's cor- 
rupted nature; where then is the wonder, that they 
- ſhould find abettors? Evi 
Luther himſelf, began his hereſy by private mar- 
. Tiage, tho” a prieſt, and Carleſtadius improving on 
his maſter, was the firſt prieit, who dared to ſhel- 
ter this ſacrilege, under that of public nuptials. But 
ſtill they retain'd ſome irkſome bounds to vice, 
which nature could not brook, and theſe their wiſer 
diſciples Zuinglius and his companions, help'd to re- 
move, by taking off the real preſence. Calvin till 
wiſer than t 
by his fin-ſoothing, and fleſh-inflaming blaſphemies 
of grace inamiſſable. What wonder then, that 
"theſe ſhould gain ſuch credit in the world! What 
wonder that from theſe tainted ſources of cor- 
ruption, ſuch numbers of hereſies and herefiarchs, 
ſhould ſpring within the ſpace of two hundred years 
as would, if number'd, exceed all thoſe, which 
ſprung and died in fifteen hundred years before ! 
The wonder only is, that they ſhould dare to call 
even Chriſt himſelf, the eternal truth of Gop, to 
witneſs to their falſhoods. But if they did not this, 
they would not be falſe Chriſts, falſe prophets, ſuch 
as Chriſt has warn'd you of. Tis by this ſign you 
know them to be ſuch: And now if you permit 
them to deceive you, it is your fault, not Chriſt's, 
who has ſufficiently inſtructed you to guard againſt 
them. 

When you fee the abomination 0 lation 
flandiag Jo i boly place, ſays 820 5 that read- 
«th, let bim underſtand: Iben abey who are in Fury, 

let them flee to the mountains. St. Jerom upon this 
text, warns us to take notice, that there is a figura- 
tive ſenſe in this paſſage. For, ſays the faint, 
„When our Saviour calls upon our underſtanding, 
to exert itſelf, tis a ſign that he is delivering 
ſome myſtical doctrin to us.“ And to explain 
the myſtical ſenſe of this to us, the venerable father 
tells us; By the abomination of deſolation, is to be 
underſtood every perverſe doctrin, which when we 
-«« perceive creeping into, and Tearing it's head in 
the Church, we ought to flee from Juden, that 
is from the Fewiſb or Heretical perverſit of it, 
to 'the holy mountains of Gop's eternal truth, 
* by which he illuminates, wonderfully, all who 
* have recourſe to it, under the roof of his infalli- 
„ ble Church. * n 
The abomination of deſplation then, which theſe 
infernal ſects have wrought in the very ſanctuary 
of Chriſt, you yourſelves, Chriſtians, are melancho- 
Iy witneſſes to: You ſee them ſtanding in the holy 
: place. Are not the words of St. Hypolitus, quoted 


all, gave the laſt ſtroke to virtue, 
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by the Romi ſb editors, ſtrictly verified in your own 
days? „ The ſacred houſes of Churches, ſhall be ho 
like to cottages, and the precious body and blood 


* of Chriſt ſhall not be extant (openly in Churches) = 
« the liturgy (or maſs) ſhall be extinguiſh'd, the ©. 
<* pſalmody ſhalt ceaſe, and the reciting of ſerip- Ch 
< tures ſhall not be heard? Have not ſome of theſe rp 
falſe prophets and Chriſt's, engroſs'd and uſurp'dall I vet 
the ſacred temples of Gop, to pollute them with * 
their own abomirations, have not others laid deſo- * 


late the altars of the Lord, und have you any place 
to celebrate the myſteries of his awful majeſty but 
garrets and cellars, and ſtables and cottages ? 

Is there not great reaſon to think then, that the 
judgment of Go is at hand? Ah, be ſerious there- 
fore, Beloved, and provide for your ſecurity, during 
the little ſummer, the little time for ſtruggle which 
is left you. You who are yet in Fudea, in the fat 
of ſin and - perverſity, flee to the mountains d 
Chriſt's holy faith and doctrins, and pray that the 
Winter, the Sabbath, overtake you not, before you 
have finiſh*'d your Chriſtian race and labour. Lt 
fuch among you, as are reduced to ſerve your G05 
on the houſe-top, take care not to loſe the groun 
you have gain'd, by deſcending to the converſation 
of theſe falſe Chriſts, by entering to commerce 
with them, and taking any thing from your forme! 
dwelling of ſin or error. He who is in the field d 
Gop's Church, let him not go out of it, to tale q 
his coat of fleſhly inclinations. No: Look forws%, 
and ſuffer not yourſelves to be decoy*d' out of you 
ſalvation, b thoſe lying prophets, nor any of ther 

Thanks to the divine. „ great as the tribuli- 
tion ts, which thoſe falfe Chriſt's have afflicted tht 
Church of the true Chriſt with, according to hs 
own proton, in chis goſpel : A tribulation, ſiſ 
your Lord, fuch as has not been from the begin"" 
of the world until now, neither ſball be any n 


Jet has Gop for the ſake of the truly faithful, 07 ſeniſt 
ſuch confuſion among chem, as renders the reg" © their 
them all like that of a 5 the birth of AiCioL 
- morning, and the blight of an evening 
they en. ph their riſe, yet li = 
caterpillars they moulder to nothing before th of try 
ſon-ſhine of Catholic faith. And indeed, 35 net monſt 
'terndl/4ruth-itfelf bas teld | us,/wnleſt the 4% by ca 
their flouriſhing, bad been 'fborten'd, n fe . depre! 
de ſaved : But for the ele, the days foal be four the ab 


end. This you have ſeen in all the ſefts, 
hitherto have ſprung up. The ſpirit of diſco 4 
divided them, and from the enormous bu wt 
ſwell'd to, the looſe laxuriant branches — 
from them have wafted them, till they are — 5 
nothing, almoſt nothing. What are the ſects ihe 
ther or of Calvin now, if we ſurvey 2 al 
trunk, but a mere ſtump of rotten” fuel: te 


che little ſhew of exiſtence they preſerve, is in the 
withering branches = produced of independents, 
quakers, anabaptiſts, and other antic names unknown 
to Chriſt, and to his ſacred goſpel. | 

What tho? from the dregs of a mere ſhadow of a 
Church we ſee, even in our days, ſpring forth 
the giddy, empty, and luxuriant puff of methodiſm, 
yet ſhall that too ere it be long, wither before the 


1 face of truth, and ſhare the tate of all preceding 


errors. If any man of theſe ſhall tell you then, Be- 


bored, Lo bere is Chriſt or there, believe him not. 


They are falſe Chrifts, falſe prophets all, whatever 
ſigns or wonders they may effect to ſhew. With 
all their outſide piety, their inward principles are 
rottenneſs, and will not ſtand the ſearch of truth. 
Why do they cry up faith in Chriſt, but todecry the 
ſaving works which he has taught us by word, and 
by example! Why do they fly to fields and deſert 
places, but to decoy the elect from riteful worſhip 


E in Gop's Church. Why do they like preceding 


heretics, ſcoff at all Church-authority, themſelves- 
till claiming that authority for ſanction; why but 
toevade the power ſhe has from Chriſt, of bringing. 
them to order, and diſpating their abſurdities, with. 
her unerring truths ? 

Stand then, Beloved. Chriſtians, ſtand faithfully 
upon your guard, nor: ſuffer their deluſive wiles to 
enſnare you into error. They are falſe Chriſts, 
falſe hets all. Take the precaution which 
your Saviour gives you. I they ſball ſay to you, be- 
bold Chriſt is in the deſert ;, go ye not out. Leave 
not the ſalutary pale of his pure Church to follow 
them, nor ſuffer curioſity, or love of novelty, to de- 
coy you from your. preſent ſafety, to liſten to their 
paſhon-ſoothing ſpeeches. For be who loves dan- 
ger, ſball periſh in it, ſays the Holy Ghoſt. 

For the ſame reaſon, if any man · ſhall tell you, 
bebold him in cloſets, believe it not. Such are thoſe 
wretches, too fatally known, by the name of Jan- 
ſeniſts, who baſely 
their venom ider, and ſtrike the ſting.of their per- 
nicious doctrins, more deeply in the breaſt of the- 
unguarded. W retches by far more dangerous, than 
the worſt of open heretics, as they elude the power 
of truth, by ſkulking in the. dark, why do theſe: 
monſters blaſphe me the grace they are ſtrangers to, 
by carrying it to the deſtr uction of free will but to 
depreſs all merit, diſcourage virtue, and introduce 
the abomination of deſolation, which practice 
in their private conventicles, into the Holy place of. 
Gop's pure Church. I they had truth at heart; 
and if their docti in was ſound ugh to bear the 
teſt of her examination, why ſhould they labour 
with ſuch ſubtil art, to elude the power of cenſure. 
By debiting their peſtilential ſentiments, to the un- 
wary, under the ties of ſecrecy. That heretic is in 


meaſure honeſt, who dares to utter his belief 
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rk beneath the grafs, to ſpread 
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in open day. But let them be prieſts, or what they 
will, they ſurely are falſe Chriſts, and lying pro- 
phets, who utter any doctrins, under tye of priva- 
cy, which they dare not publicly confirm in word, 
in writing, or in print. And if they dare, what rea- 
ſon can they ſhew for ſo much caution? Beware of 
ſuch then, Chriſtians. Janſeniſt or ſeeming Catho- 
lic, Prieſt or lay-man, what e'er he be, who dares 
to debit to you any doctrin, under tye or air of ſe- 
crecy, ſuſpect him for atalſe Chriſt, a lying prophet, 
and ſhun all commerce with him, as you would- 
with ſerpents. For ſuch a one, tho? cloath'd in out- 
ſide piety, like a ſecond abbot Paris, nay, tho' he 
ſhould ſhew great ſigns and wonders, yet is he fit, 
only to 1nduce the very elect (if poſſible) into error. 
Take then the timely warning Chriſt has given you. 
Flee from their converſation, from the dangers 
which they threaten you with, and flee by times be- 
fore the Winter or Sabbath overtake you, and 
prevent your flight. For what leſs can you conclude, 
from the abundance of falſe Chriſts and prophets, 
who in theſe latter times, have ſpread their abomina- 
tions in the very ſanQtuary of Chriſt's flock, but 
that it is not only poſſible, but highly probable, 
that many of us, who are witneſſes to the deſola- 
tion they have wrought, are doom'd to be ſpecta- 
tors of the terrors they are forerunners of. 

However, if this previous omen be not ſufficient 
to perſuade you, that thoſe terrors are ſo near, let 
us caſt a paſlingeye on the ſigns, which ſhall imme- 
diately precede them. Thoſe I have hitherto been 
ſpeaking of, are you ſee abuſes of Grace, the works 
of the devil, and antecedent to the dreadful period 
for many years; but theſe Iam now to ſpeak of, are 
the convulſions of diſtorted nature, the warnings of an 
exaſperated Gop, and the immediate prelude of 
his laſt and awful coming. Immediately after the tri- 
bulation of thoſe days, the 8 be darken'd, and 
the moon ſball not give ber light, and the flars ſball 
fall from Heaven, and tbe powers of Heaven ſhall be 
moved. And who that has but lived to man's e- 
ſtate, who may not vouch the accompliſhment of 
this! How many tota}.eclipſes have we not ſeen, of 
fun and moon, within a few years paſt, more than were 
ever known before within ſo ſhort a time, and one, 

all avouch'd the greateſt ſince the death of Chriſt? 

w many comets, in our time, have almoſt joint- 

y warm'd, and terrified. our hemiſphere; whoſe dif- 
ferent courſe has kept them wide of each- other; for 
many hundred years! If» we have ſeen ne falling 
ſtars, how many. flaming : meteors have burſt about 
our ears? What are our modern northerm lights, 
unknown of before the birth of ſome young people 
here? To what ſhall we aſcribe the removal of 


Pgreat mountains, which, if there is any credit to be 


given to the general aſſent of public rumour, has 
bappen'd more-than. once. in our days? Whatever 


On the Lat SUNDAY, &c. 


pare yourſelves for the approach of that tremendon, 
period | Ought you not then to uſe the ſame en. 
deavours ſince you have no certainty that it will 
not be ſo? But whether it be ſo or not this you 
are ſure of, that you muſt riſe to meet the terror 
of it, and therefore it highly behoves you to ſtand 
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attering reaſons we may borrow from the ſciences, 
to reconcile theſe odd appearances of nature, they 
are all too weak, to pay us with conviction, In 
vain, we ſtrive to account for that alteration of {the 
ſeaſons, which every-one who can but recollect the 
facts of twenty years ago, is witneſs to, and knows 


and feels; a change fo great andſo portentous, that 
many men of no ſmall parts and learning, have not 
been aſhamed to think aloud, that the whole uni- 
verſe muſt have received a ſhock. This tenet how- 
ever, abſurd it may appear, we know is not impoſ- 
ſible, ſince Chriſt here tells us, that the very hea- 
vens ſhall be moved. Why may it not be now then, 
as well as any time hereafter? And what can be 
more probably than this, the cauſe of ſuch a change 
in nature, as we all are witneſſes to? Nay we can- 
not well doubt of it, if we compare theſe with the 
other ſigns I have elready mention'd. Many, ſays 
Chriſt, ſball come in my name, ſaying I am Chriſt. 
'This you have ſeen in a Luther, a Calvin, a White- 
field, a Trap, and other lying prophets, who ſet 
themſelves up for ſo many Chriſts in fact, by tread- 
ding down the goſpel of the true Chriſt, to ſet up 
another of their own, in barefaced oppoſition to it. 
And what if to ſwell the argument, I bring thoſe 
other prodigies which Chriſt has left us? You ſhall 
bear wars and rumours of wars, ſays he. For nation 
ſhall riſe againſi nation, and kingdom againſt king- 
dam, and there ſhall be peſlilences and famines, and 
earth-quakes in places. Has not the habitable 


in readineſs for it, as much as thoſe unhappy mor- 
tals who are reſerved to ſttuggle with thoſe terror; 
in their mortal fleſh, Your preſent preparation 
for the coming of your Lord, will not advance 
your fears one minute nearer, but they will help to 
guard you from the evils which you'll fear, by 
moving at a diſtance from you the wretched cau- 
ſes of them, ſin and error. Your putting off your 
preparation will not put off the evil day, for but one 
ſingle moment. But if you wiſely uſe the ſummerdf 
the preſent time, the happy opportunity and mean 
which now are given you of working your ſalvation, 
then ſhall the winter of the world have no evils for 
you: Your preſent works ſhall follow you and help 
you to go through it with peace and fafety, 
and that dread Sabbath which ſhall put a 
end to time, on which all farther labours will be 
vain, will be too late, ſhall prove a day of reſt to 
you. | 

Be wiſe then, Chriſtians : Pray that your flight 
be not in winter or on the Sabbath. And that you! 
prayers may prove effectual, add watching to you! 
prayers. Stand on your guard againſt the approach 
of ſin and error, that you may be in conſtant read- 


world been fill'd theſe many years with wars, and neſs for this ſecond coming of your Lord, which * 
then with rumours of them. How long has Aſia may ſo probably be brought to paſs in your 0m 
and Africa been bleeding beneath the weight of fo- time of life. For when you ſball ſes theſe thing, 
reign wars and civil broils. Is not nation riſen a- ſays Chriſt, know ye that it is nigh even at itt AY 
gainſt nation, even in the heart of Europe and king- doors. And if it ſhould be too remote for you ' 
dom againſt kingdom, carrying the rude effects of ſee in the fleſh, yet if you are prepared for th" 
diſcord, to the other extremity of the world. How great ſcrutiny, you will be equally in readinels, for 
many places at this very time, are half depopulated that particular judgment, which every-one mi 
by the rage of peſtilences? When were there ever paſs, who dies before it. One preparation the 
known more frequent earthquakes, than our age Will ſerve for either, and will ſecure you from the 
can number? And if we may believe the daily out- dreadful evils, which both may be attended with te 
cries of the poor of other nations, or our own, lean ſigthyl Chriſtians, O thou great awful judge, uo 
famine has been ſhewing at a diſtance, her meagre, hitherto has't proved a tender Saviour to us, vou 
rueſul face, in many parts of Eurepe, almoſt at fafe to be our Saviour till, exert thy efficac'® 
one time, and only ſeems to hover in ſuſpence, grace in our behalfs, and rouze us from the lethar- 
where to begin the execution of Gop's angry y of ſpiritual ſloth; cloath us with faith : 
juſtice. | | charity, and keep us in perpetual readineſs for th} 
If then we join all theſe great ſigns together and approach, that when thou comeſt all-bright 1 
compare them with the caution Chriſt has given glorious, to put a period to this world of —— 
zus, what can we do leſs than conclude, that the ſtrengthen'd with ſolid hope, and cloath'd with for 
judgment of Gop is at hand, and probably nigh titude, we may run forth with joy to meet the, 7 5 
enough for ſome of us preſent, to be living witneſ\= loſe the terrors of an awful judge, in roger * 


ſes to. 
Ah ! Chriſtians, if you were ſure that this would 
be your caſe how would you not endeavour to pre 


countenance of thee, our till all- graciou 
Which, Cc. In the name, &c. 
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T H E following Sermon was intirely finiſh'd, 
and actually in the preſs, as it now ſtands, 
ſome days before the coming out of Mr. Mbiſton's 
odd medley of quotations. Nevertheleſs, if I had 
found any thing, in that extraordinary piece, wor- 
thy a ſpecial attention; I wou'd have been at the 
ains of inſerting it in the body of my diſcourſe. 
But, upon the niceſt peruſal, I have been able to 
pick nothing out of it, which could deſerve ſuch a 
compliment. The texts are ſo jumbled, and often 
ſo foreign; the remarks ſo trivial, and little to the 
purpoſe ; and the whole is ſo puff'd, with affectation 
of learning, and, yet ſo very empty of the reality; 
that I ſhould not think it. worth the leaſt notice, 
but, for that regard I owe, and ſhall always be 
careful to pay, to the public in general. | 
Had this gentleman been as —_— fond of 
truth, and as much in earneſt, about clearing up 
the important doctrin concerning the eternal dura- 
tion of ſuture puniſhments, as he pretends to be; 
he would have ſearch'd to the bottom, and not 
been content to play and loiter about the ſurface of 
it, without once attempting to go any deeper. To 
place this matter in a full obvious and deciſive light, 
he ſhould have conſider'd the divine principles on 
which it is eſſentially built, as infinit mercy, infinit 
juſtice, immutable truth, and their inſeparable re- 
lations to one another in Gop; the covenant 
which the ALmicnTY graciouſly enter'd into 
with his creature, and the means, free>will and 
grace, he afforded the creature to fulfill that co- 
venant ; the infinit beinouſneſs, inſolence and obſi- 
nacy of the creature in breaking it, offending infi- 
nit juſtice, and rejecting infinit mercy ; the infinit 
fatisfafion due to infonit _ as compared 
with the limited nature of the offender, &c. All 
theſe are points, on the conſideration of which 
eſſentially depends the deciſion of the doctrin in 
queſtion; and the want of weighing which with 
all the deliberation that is neceſſary has cauſed 
ſome letter-Jull'd divines to ſplit upon the rock 
of error in the very noon-fight of evidence. 
But then to take ſo many profound ſubje&s 
into conſideration, and to-talk of them coberent! 
is a laborious task, requires a good deal of ſtu 5 
ſome real learning, and no ſmall knowledge of di- 
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vinity. It is more eaſy, ſooner done, and makes 
a much greater ſhew of learning, in the eyes of 
the illiterate vulgar, to huddle together, by the 
w of a concordance, however confuſedly, an ill- 
pick'd heap of incongruous texts, and wire-draw 
them to the end propoſed, by theſe unanſwerable ar- 


guments : --=-- ferbaps it ſeems I imagin 


—1— ſuppoſe — [ belitOg oo 7 fancy 1 
aſcribe —— I take it ----- and ſuch like conjectural 
demonſtrations. And that is the very method the 
voluminous Mr. Whifton has thought the moſt 
Proper to make uſe of, throughout his treatiſe 
againſt the proper eternity of the future puni ſh- 
ments of the wicked. He has, it muft be own'd, 
been laviſh enough of ſcripture; but what method 
has he obſerved in quoting it? Why truly, none 
at all. He has given us ſome texts, proving the 
eternity of Gop's mercy, which no believer in 
God can diſpute; and theſe he has wreited to 
prove that the future puniſhments of the wicked 
cannot be eternal. Others he has brought, which 
aſſert that eternity in as expreſs terms as can be 
made uſe of; and theſe he impotently labours to 
quibble away with an idle chicanery, on the import 
of the words in Greek, of which he he has given us, 
a few inſtances ; and one in Hebrew, which he has 
had the modeſty to give us in Italic characters. 
But the much greater part of the Texts, he has ſo 
liberally beſtow'd upon us, he might as well have 
appropriated to a treatiſe againſt the Bleſſed Trini- 
ty. However, he has made ſhift to tack them to 
the reſt, and wreſt them alike to his mercileſs pur- 
poſe, by the help of ſuch childiſh remarks, and 
pueril conjectures, as would be inexcuſable in any 
man of ſenſe, who was not of his years. 
To come to a perfect knowledge of teveal'd 
truths, it is, without doubt, abſolutely neceſſary to 
recur to that ſacred repoſitory of divine revelations, 
the HoLY ScrIP'rUREs. But ſtill to obtain an 
light from the ſacred myſteries there enſhrined, tis 
eſſentially neceſſary alſo, in reading them, to keep 
always in view the divine attributes of that eternal 
ſovereign truth who diftated them; and to eye 
thoſe attributes abſtracted from all the imperfecti- 
ons which our groveling conception is apt to veſt 
them with. This is one means indiſpenſably re-. 
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quiſit, towards a right underſtanding of Holy Writ, 
eſpecially where texts ſeem to contradict one another. 
And without this means, it will be totally impoſſi- 
ble to reconcile any ſeemingly oppoſit terms of ex- 
preſſion we there meet with: On the contrary, we 
muſt lie open to the moſt wretched inevitable 
confuſion. 

Indeed the laborious gentleman above-mention'd, 
to make ſome amends for his deficiency, in ſo ma- 
terial a point, has given us a flip-knotted ſtring of 
authors, ſome of credit, and ſome of none, as a ſup- 
port to his odd conjectures, and has been abſent e- 
nough, to think them to his purpoſe. What is very 
ſingular, and quite in his own way, is the method 
he has obſerved in doing this. Thoſe venerable fa- 
thers, whoſe authority againſt him, all his artifice 
could not elude, he has been pleaſed very modeſtly, 
to paſs over un-noticed, or to brand with, the title 
of heretic ; and ſuch avow'd heretics, ime with 
him in his errors, he has moſt generouſly promoted 
to the dignity of Fathers. By the authority of ſuch 
as theſe, he has apocryphiſed many texts of authen- 
tic ſcripture, and by his own undiſputed authority, 
has ſwell'd the ſacred Code with apocryphal, and e- 
ven ſpurious writings. Where an author of venera- 
ble authority can, however forcibly, be diſtorted to 


ſerve a turn, he is mention'd with reſpect; and 


where he is too plain, for the moſt bafefaced confi- 
dence to pervert, or elude, we are told, he is corrup- 
ted by interpolations, and therefore not to be depen- 
ded upon; or elſe that what he ſays, is a pbiloſopbic 
romance, or a poetic flight, and conſequently of little 
weight : And yet when occaſion ſerves again, the 
philoſophic fables of a heathen, are to be the recei- 
ved plan of a Chriſtian ſyſtem ; and Hemer and Vir- 
gil are orthodox divines. | 

But what is more curious ſtill, is, that this gentle- 
man's fondneſs for the idol of his own brain, his new 


fangled a%%, Hudes, has induced him to make uſe of 


thoſe very paſſages, in the ancient Roman-Catholic 


writers, in-which they are manifeſtly arguing for a 
urgatory, as ſo many authorities for his chimerical 
intermediate ſtate ; tho? it is ſelf-evident, that the 
one ſyſtem has nothing in common with the other. 
However; ſome authorities muſt be produced to 
countenance a fiction, which otherwiſe cou'd not 
be ſwallow'd by the groſſeſt ignorance; and there- 
fore all plunder is lawful prize to a man, who is de- 
termin'd upon gaining his point at any rate; or ap- 
pearing at leaſt to do fo, with ſuch credulous read- 


ers, as take upon truſt, what they either have not 


leiſure, or want opportunity of examining farther 
1Rfo, 

Another artifice this author ſeems. to. triumph 
much in, is, a ſophiſtic affectation of reaſoning a- 
away the doctrin in queſtion, by the very ſimiles 


made uſe of in ſcripture to explain it, ſuch as that 
of the Chaff, Matt. iii. Whence he argues, p. 42; 
that as the wicked are compared to the Cheff, which 
is entirely burnt up for it's deſtruction, it plainly 
implies x th their puniſhment ſhall be ended by an 
utter deſtruction, or what we ſbould call annibilati- 
on. But is not this egregious trifling ? For beſides 
that every ſtudent in philophy knows that the Chaf, 
which is burnt up by fire, is not, ſtrictly ſpeaking to- 
tally annihilated, but rather corrupted into a diffe- 
rent ſubſtance ; If Mr. Mbiſton mean'd to perſonate 
the divine, the philoſopher, or the man of letters, he 
ſhould have remember'd that for parities, compari- 
ſons, or ſimiles to be good and juſt, it is by no means 
material for them, to run parallel in every circum- 
ſtantial particular, but in ſuch only as they are 
brought to expreſs. Thus St. Fobn Baptiſt, to give 
ſome expreſs idea of the torments deſtin'd for the 
wicked, compares their perſons to the Chaff: and u 
long as the parity gives the analogy between both, 
with regard to their being the deſtin'd fuel of fire; 
it matters little, whether there is any farther analo- 
gy in it, or not; The parity is ſtrictly juſt in the 
particular it was uſed to expreſs, and that is ſuffici- 
ent. But to conclude, bcauſe they are analo- 
gous with regard to the circumſtance of burning, 
that therefore they muſt be ſo too, with regard to 
the length of their duration, is ſuch reaſoning 3 
may be tolerated in a man while he is dreaming, 
but will by no means bear telling when he awake. 
For a proof of this I ſhall content myſelf with 
bringing one inſtance out of Eſdras, as quoted by 
this gentleman: As the beavens, ſays Eſdrat, art 
bigber than the earth, fo are bis (Gop's) ways bigh- 
er than ours. Now would it not ſet this gentl- 
man o'yawning, ſhould any man tell him with 3 
grave face: Lately, in my ſleep, methought in 
&© reading the fourth of Eſdrat, I found out that 
* the dif ance between our ways and thoſe of Gos, 
* 1s not abſolutely infinit; for that diſtance is com- 
«© pared only to the ſpace between heaven 
“earth, which cannot poſſibly be infinit ?” Howe 
ver Mr. Whiſton might excuſe the dreamer, | fan 
cy he would hardly, if perfectly awake himſelf, 
take ſuch a dream for a rational argument. But 
have dwelt longer on this ſubje&, than the weight 
of it deſerves; and I ſhould think myſelf blameable | 
for ſo doing; if reaſonings, like theſe, did not make 
up moſt of the weighteſt arguments in that author * 
animadverſions. 2 
The two main pillars, however, on which be 
builds his whole ſophiſtic machinery, are ----* Fin 
that the words by. Olam in Hebrew, * 8 
Aur, Aion, in the Greek, do by no means ſigni 1 
co- eternity with Gob : «Second, that St. your od, 8 
the Appcalypſe, calls the damnation of the my — 


ſecond death. But, on how quick - ſanded a bottom 
theſe principles are grounded, will beſt appear 
from examining them ſeparately. 

Firſt then ----- it is very true, that theſe words do 
not ſtrictly import a Co- eternity with Gop, in any 
of his creatures: For Co-eternity, in the true ſenſe 
of the word, ſignifies a duration equal with that of 
God, as well a parte ante or anteriorly, as a parte 
poſt or for the future: Which is probably the rea- 
ſon why no word is eyer made uſe of, in the ſacred 
ſcripture, liable to ſuch an interpretation, where 
creatures are ſpoken of: And this may ſerve for an 
anſwer to his trivial remark, p. 97. as far as it re- 
lates to hell-torments. For as to his unpious hint, 
with regard to the antiquity of the Son of God, it 
is foreign to the preſent purpoſe to take any notice of 


it; eſpecially as I deſign hereafter to treat that mat- 


ter at large. It is nothing better then than a mere quib- 
ble of Mr. Wbi/ton's, to pretend that the terms, O- 
lam and Aion, were ever taken by any in a co-eter- 
nal ſenſe. For ſuch divines and Fathers, as have 
made uſe of the word co-eternal, have applied it on- 
ly in a limited improper ſenſe, as ſignifying a dura- 
tion equal to that of Gop, merely a parte poſt, or 
poſteriorly. But this is too trite a remark among 
the truly learned, to need inſiſting on any farther, 
It is equally true, that thoſe words do ſometimes 
mean no more than an age, or ſometimes a limited, 
or ſometimes an undetermin'd duration. But it is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with truth to ſay, that they 
never naturally and ſtrictly ſignify an endleſs, eter- 
nal, properly eternal duration, a parte poſt, or for 
the future, even when applied to creatures. 
The natural ſenſe then of the above-mention'd 
words in diſpute, is ----- the utmoſt duration of the 
perſons or things, they are ſpoken of, or appropria- 
ted to, Thus, when they are ſpoken of things, in 
their nature, of a limited duration; they ſignify no- 
thing more, than that they ſhall /af? for as durable 
an age as their periſhable exiſtence will admit of: 
But when they are applied to Gop, or to ſuch of 
his creatures as are immortal in an eſſential part of 
their ſubſtance, they abſolutely import an endleſs 
duration. And that this latter is the natural true 
import of the words in queſtion, is evident from the 
very etymon of the Greek Aus, Aion, which is Au, 
Hei, SEMPER, forever, and the root of the Hebrew 
Op. Olam, which is ply, Elem, and ſignifies 
ABSCONDITUM, INVESTIGABLE,, bidden or un- 
ſearchable, and whence is form'd , Olam, 
"ECULUM ETERNUM, an endleſs age, or a durati- 
on, as it were, hidden and unſearchable in it's be- 


ginning, and end: An elegance peculiar to the He- 
ew language. 
Now to know for certain when the words Shy, 
am, and Aus, Atin, or their derivatives, import 
an ete r na duration, or only a limited one; we are 


us in Pfalm Cxii. 


_ and-not to be diſturb'a 
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to examin into the nature of the beings they are ap- 
plied to. If it be ſuch as requires their exiſtence 
to ceaſe, they muſt mean nothing more than an age, 
or a very laſting duration: But, if it is eſſentially 
indefectible, as that of the Divine Being is PER 8E, 
of ſelf, and all intellectual beings are PER IrSsuM, 
by bim; then they muſt naturally imply an endleſs, 
eternal, properly eternal exiſtence. Thus, where 
they are applied to the ceremonial laws of the 
Jews; it is evident, they can mean nothing more 
than that thoſe laws ſhould have exiſtence till the 
coming of Chriſt, and no longer: At which time 
they were eſſentially to ceaſe, and give way 
to the more glorious diſpenſation of the law of 
race. So when ſpoken of the ſervitude of Gentil 
inhabitants among the Jews; they can. ſignify only 
a continual bondage during their natural life. But 
when they are made uſe of to ſignify the duration 
of God's divine attributes, or the exiſtence of his 
intellectual creatures in a future ſtate; they muſt 
ſignify an eternal, properly eternal laſtingneſs : 
Both being equally immortal and indefectible by 
nature, @ parte poſt, or futurely; with this diffe- 
rence only, that the ONE is ſo PER SE, of himſelf, 
the others PER ALIUM, from another. | 
And this rule, if caretully attended toby Hebrew 
and Greek readers of holy writ, will ſerve them as-a 
ſure and ſafe key to find the true ſenſe of the above- 
mention'd words, where-ever they meet with them 
thoughout the whole ſacred Code. | | 
But, to return to our ſubject, that mankind are 
eternal beings, properly eternal, A PARTE POST, 
that is, with regard to their future tate, but eſpe· 
cially the Bleſſed (and why they are ſo) David tells 
* BMyy 2 pig. 
JI? BID. Or e Tor a & onawbnorras; | 6 
umu LWVEDY EGS Qu1a NON COMMO= 
VEBITUR IN SECULUM, IN MEMORIA-ZETERNA 
ERIT JUSTUS.. Becauſe (ſays David) be will not 
be moved (or diſturb'd) in any Age, therefore the 
Juſt man ſhall be in eternal memory. So that the bleſ- 
ſed, at leaſt, according to the royal Prophet, muſt 
be eternal; and that, becauſe he is immoveable, . 
defection or annihilation, 
which ſurely is the worſt of diſturbance. Nor. is 
he only indefectible in a limited ſenſe, but not to be 
moved in any age, as the. ſtrict literal tranſlation 
imports and muſt import. For there needs no great 
ſhare of philoſophy. to know, that Negatio e ma- 
lignantis naturæ, is one of the firſt principles in lo- 
gic. A negation it malignant in il's nature, and 
deſtroys all, which it affects: And as the negation 
here affects the whole phraſe, it muſt neceſſarily 
deſtroy not only. all commotion, or diſturbance, in 
the juſt man, but every age, or period, in Which 
it can be ſuppoſed poſſible. es 
It is very worthy to be remark'd too, that the 
very. 


LT vn.) 


very ſame terms yy, Leolam, and a; Thy ae, 
Ei ton aiona, ON. Olam, and awnor, Aipnion, 
-which are equally uſed in this text, to ſignify both 
an age and eternity, with regard to created beings, 
.are equally applied in innumerable e of the Holy 
Scripture to the duration of the Divine Being. So, 
that granting, that the word oval, SYNAIDIOS be 
never uſed to ſignify theduration of any created being, 
what can this Gentleman infer to his purpoſe? It 
is ſelf-evident, that the very terms above-mention'd, 
ſo often uſed in Scripture to expreſs the utmoſt du- 
ration of creatures, are very commonly alſo uſed 
there to expreſs the duration of Gop's attributes: 
Which would be highly derogatory to his infinit 
greatneſs ; were not the words naturally ſignifica- 
tive of an eternity properly ſuch. I ſhall content 
myſelf, for brevity's ſake, with giving one inſtance 
in a kind, and then take leave of this piddling topic. 
In the xxvth. of Leviticus, the law for bondſmen 


runs thus: 5 r Drury 
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Texvoig ped” uct, g ici vu XAT HAH eig TOY CANE. 
Er HAREDITATE TRANSMITTETIS ILLOS AD 
rosr EROS ET POSSIDEBITIS IN &TERNUM (foe 
IN SECULUM.) And ye ſhall transfer them to your 
children, and ſhall 777 them forever, (or to an 
age.) Concerning the ineffable attribute of God's 
immutable truth, David, in Pſalm cxvii. 2. ſays: 
d AV NES) Ka. 5 annJea 72 xups ger eig rer 
ere, ET VERITAS JEHOV& ſeu DOMINIT) MA- 
NET IN #TERNUM (ſive IN SECUI.UM.) And the 
truth of the Lord remains forever (or to an age.) 
Surely, an age muſt here mean an age of eternity? 
But tet us proceed. The ſame royal prophet, in 
Pſalm cxix. 98. uſes again the ſamie expreſſion con- 
cerning the divine la: NN CY DD, or; «; 
ov ale twn tri, QUIA IN XTERNUM MIHI (vel 
MEUM) EsT. Becauſe it is ever before me (or mine. In 
Pſalm cxii. above quoted, we ſee he has appropriated 
the ſame terms to the duration of the Bleſſed. And 
Feremiab, in his xxxiiid. chap, ver. uf. ſpeaking of 
the wicked, does the ſame, His words are remark- 
ably expreffive : CY nu Boy. apn 
h rn RUN NY TUR Ke: ce po; 
ert h arwvroy, 9 . Hj. rig our exiAnInoirai, 
Er DAB0 $UPER vos OPPROBRIUM SEMPITER- 
NUN ET TGNOMINTAM Z£ATERNAM QUE NUN- 
AM oBLiviont DELEBITUR. And I will 
Ving upon you an everlaſiing reproach, and an 
#fernal ſhame; which ſball never be forgotten (or 
ſhall never be effaced by oblfvion.). Muſt it not then 
de properly eternal ? f 
1 might bring innumerable other texts of this 
ſort; If I cared to be as prelix as the long-winded 
Me. Nbiſton: But thoſe I Rave already produced, 
are ſufficient to prove what I have advanced, and 
to ſhew how wretehetdly low, as well as idle and un- 


7 
b 
* 


doctrinal, are the page-ſwelling quibbles, about the 
mere words, with which that gentleman has been be 
pleaſed to bloat his laſt production. But it is time 2s | 
to examin the ſecond grand pillar of ſupport to his fo 
mighty battery againſt the proper Eternity of hell 


torments. 5 
[ could hatdly have expected that a man, who: WY yin 
indefatigable drudgery, in poring over the monu- fer 
ments of learned antiquity, ſhould, methinks, enti- * 
tle him to ſome thought, wou'd have been abſent thai 
enough, to reaſon ſo very impertinently on ſo plain for 
a text: But it is no new thing for ſome men to be wal 
dazzled out of evidence by the too open light it ap- him 
pears in. What can be more plain, than that the perdi- | Go 
tion of the wicked is both a ſecond death, and an et:r- | 1 
nal one? What is the fir death, but a ſeparation tion 
of the ſoul from the body, which, notwithſtanding, I con t 
perfectly conſiitent, according to Mr. Mbi ſton's ow! ſuch 
ſcheme, with the actual exiſtence of the ſoul? % 6 
the ſecond death is a real ſeparation] from Gov, d rich 
both body and ſoul, which is likewiſe perfectly con- Gor 
ſiſtent with a farther duration of this being, eres praif 
according to the ſame gentleman's opinion and fi- inde 
vourit hypotheſis, For Mr. Vbiſton don't himſel thoſe 
pretend that the wicked ſhall immediately be ant- 104, 
hilated at the general judgment, when this fecand be — 
death is to be inflicted; but poſitively avows, that not ſ 
they ſhall be tormented for. a conſiderable tim than 
after. So that having allow'd this ſecond death, t make 
be conſiſtent with a life capable o ſuffering, and king 
ſuffering grievouſly ; it muſt be own'd an egregio ver d 
forgettulneſs in this gentleman, in the ſame breath ing t] 


to wreſt that ſecond death to an utter diſſolution of 
ſoul and body, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, as he mul 
mean: For otherwiſe he concludes nothing, 
means nothing. : 

It is plain then that Mr. J/biflon, without pet 
ceiving it, is forced to own, in the very act of de- 
nial, that the ſecond death is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 9 
ſtate of life, But then he denies it to be /i 
life, or to be in perpetual puniſhments. This op. 
mon of his, he tells us, is more reaſonable: But 
for reaſons he gives us none, and has none to gde 
That this life of puniſhment, which the gentleman 
himſelf, as I have obſerved, undeſignedly ackn0n” 
ledges to be conſiſtent with the ſecond more gread- 
ful Death, is ſtrictly ſuch ; we have it from our ds. 
viour, who puts the reſurrection of the wicked ** 
of the good, from the firſt death, upon the — 
footing; with regard to their being 2 reſurrect io 
to Exiſtence : But calls the one a reſurrection to 10 
eternal, the other to fire eternal. St. Pur 5 
ry clear upon this head, and poſitively tells us, _ 
the great day, the dead ſhall be raiſed inc 
ble. Nay -----he poſitively ſays, that our carr 
tion muſt be put on incorruption, and our 1 


muſt put on immortality, So that, on * * 
— 


Ove i 


the condemnation of the wicked plainly appears to 
be what St. Joon calls it, a ſecond death, inaſmuch 
as it is an abſolute ſeparation from the only true life, 
from the preſence of Gop, and the glory of bis pow- 
er: And, on the other hand, the incorruptibility, 
immortality, and indefectibility of their nature, 
will make that ſeparation a natural ſtate of life in 
perpetual miſery. Which may well indeed be call'd 
death, (and is the worſt of deaths) in oppoſition to 
that eternal life, that only life worth contending 
for, which he who overcometh, ſhall be crown'd 


with; and which fhall be a Fr guarantee to 
In, 


him from any fecond death, or ſeparation from 


Gop. f 
I ſhall take no notice of the many ſelf-contradic- 


tions, and grofs abſurdities, which have ſo largely 
contributed to the bulk of the piece before me, 
ſuch as in p. 47, 53, 62, 63, and particularly in p. 
64, where he moſt inimitably finds out, that no 


ſuch being as we are ſhall be ſtrictly co-eternal with 


God a parte poſt, or futurely ; and yet that the 
praiſes of Gop ſhall be ſung by the righteous for 
N endleſs ages of ages, and p. 92, $1. and 


thole extravagant ones, p. 85, 98, onward, p. 
2 dicht 5 a ly 


aft muſt certain 


104/and thoſe p. 107, Ec. 


de owing to ſome weakneſs in that gentleman's eyes, 


not ſuffering him to read any more of the texts 
than the ſcraps he there quotes. Much lefs ſhall I 
make any remarks on the pretty inconſiſtency of ta- 
king the unguenchable fire, and the worm which ne- 
ver dies, in a literal ſenſe, in p. 109. and yet deny- 
ing the immortality of the ſoul in p. 72, and the e- 
quality of it's duration 4 parte 120 ot ' pofterrorty, 
with Gop in p. 64. To ſet theſe, and many others 
in that piece, in the truly ridiculqys light they de- 
ſerve, would be the taſk of a volume rather than of 
a preface. And ag FE ſhall hereafter, when leiſure 
permits me, treat fully the facred dotrins, relating 
to the immortality of oy foul, and the divinity of 
the Son of Gov, which the ' gentleman fo raſhly 
blaſphemes ; 1 ſhall ſay nothing of che latter here, 
nor any thing more concerning the former: Efpe- 
cally ſince they are not abſolutely pertinent to the 
preſent ſubject. Whatever elſe in that curious work. 
may ſeem to the unletter'd part of my readers to de- 
ſerve ſolution, is already fufly anſwer'd in the body 
F 

might be expected that 1 ſhould quote thoſe 
venerabſe Fade oor bak, of Ks Bi 
Mr. Mbiſton had the modeſty not to confute his 
own work with; and, if it was neceſſary, I could 
do it. IL could quote à St AuGusr N, 1, 21. 4 Ci 


vitat Del, c. 17, Enchirid, c. 112, contra Priſc. 


1] 


Orig. — a St. GREGORY, |. 4. Dialog. & 9. 
Moral. a St. Isi poRE de ſummo bono 4 
St. CMR YSsOSTOM, Homil. 24, 50. in Mat. a 
St. HILARIUs, in Pſal. 1. and many others. But: 
beſides that, this would ſwell a confutation of him 
to a voluminous ſize, it would have no power to 
confound him. For I have no reaſon to expect, 
that theſe Fathers would fare any better with him 
than St. CLEMENT, LacTANTIus, TERTULLIAN, 
St. CYPRIAN, and others, whom he has the inimi- 
table courage to quote, and then to aſſure us, with- 
out being out of countenance, that they did not 
themſelves believe a word of what they advanced: 
And this he demonſtrates from a convincing argu-- 
ment, that he himſelf cannot believe they were in 
earneſt. For it is obſervable, that there are no divines, , 
or fathers, ſo ſerious and fincere, ſo truly wiſe and 
learned, fo very good and zealous for the ſafety of 
ſouls, as this (gentleman, if you will take his own 
word for it. And this, perhaps, is one reaſon, . 
why he is ſo extremely fond of quoting himfelf.. 
Tho' if I may be ingenuous without offending ; ' I 
will even own, that it is a fhrewd mark with me of 
a bad ſcholar, as well as an indifferent writer, when 
I find an author railing againft all who do not agrec 
with him in ſentiments, * ignorant fools ;' as it is 
of a. bad phyſician, a bad divine, or a bad man, to 
hear the one call the reſt of the faculty, aſſes; the 
other treat his brethren like blockheads ; and the 
_ brand his neighbours with the character of 


ry much made uſe of by that g 
as it would have be 2 
to his readers, bad Be lai 


. himſelf, and imputations of ignorance to others; 


more deeply into the fubſect he pretended to, 
vert. A * 20] pre 


W 


im 
1 ſnall now diſmiſs this gentleman, with the fin- 
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On the ETERNITY of the TORMENTS of HELT. 


PSALM LXII. 12. 
iUnto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: For thou 
rendereſt to every man according to his work. 


Wn render to every man according to his work, 
is a very equitable thing: To pay a good 
fer vant the wages due to him for his ſervice, accord- 


ing to covenant, is but right: And to puniſh an un- 


faithful ſervant, in proportion to the breach of his 
-part of the covenant between him and his maſter, is 
equally right. To inſiſt upon payment of the ut- 
moſt farthing due from an ill principled debtor, 
whom we have found to be able, but unwilling to 
pay what he owes, is an act of juſtice, which no one 
can condemn; Eſpecially if the debtor himſelf is an 
inexorable creditor, to ST of his unhappy debtors 


as are wiſhful, but unable, to anſwer his demands. 


So far then God is irreproachable in his conduct 


towards his creatures, as, in conſequence of his co- 


. venant with them, he rewards with eternal life the 
. -GOOD ; that is, thoſe who love him and keep his 
commandments; that is, thoſe who fulfil their 


part of the covenant ----- afive affe Aion, and up- 


.right ation. For tho', when they have done all, 


they may and muſt ſay, they are but uſeleſs ſervants, 


with reſpect to him; yet in virtue of God's ineffa- 
ble promiſe they earn, merit, and thro* his grace, 
become intitled to, the ſtipulated 'recompence of 
eternal bliſs ; which Gop's eternal truth lays him 
under a gracious, but indiſpenſable, obligation of 
conferring. | | 


In like manner, when Gop, puniſhes the wick 


ED, that is, thoſe who do not keep his command- 
ments, and conſequently either do not love him, or 
love him only with a lifeleſs, fruitleſr, inactive af 


fection, and puniſhes them in proportion, to the 


breach of their part of the coyenant he made with 


them (whether that proportion requires the puniſh- 
eternal, or only temporal; ) he is irre- 


ment to | 
. Proachable in inflicting it. This is more eſpecially 
ſelf-evident with regard to that mercileſs part of the 


creation, who are inflexibly rigorous to their fel- 


low creatures. 


Tho? Gop could have created ſuch a being as 


man, without laying him under any poſitive reſtric- 
tions; and in ſuch caſe that being could not have 


been guilty of any puniſhment, but what he ine 
by violation of the laws of nature founded on eter 


nal truth; yet as it was at Gop's diſpaſal, to lay 
what reſtrictions he pleaſed on the beings he wa 
pleaſed to create, and as he actually did lay reſtric 
tions upon them, with a promiſe of reward for ther 
compliance, and of puniſhment for their diſobed - 
ence, every wilful breach of that covenant, deſerves 
a puniſhment proportion'd to the greatneſs or little 
neſs of ſuch. breach: And God is ſtrictly juſtifuble 
in — it. Whence it appears, that Gov b 
equally juſt, as well in the puniſhments he inflids 
on the wicked, as in the recompenſe he beſtows a 
the good ; Both being the wages due to thei 
ſeveral- works, according to the covenant made 
with them. 1 
But where is the mercy. in either? Is a mn 
merciful in paying his ſervants the wages he bu 
ain'd with them for; when once they have faith- 
fully diſcharged their duty? No. They have aright 
to demand them: He is juſt to a nicety, but not 
merciful. When an honeſt man compels by imp! 
ſonment a reluctant debtor to pay the laſt farthing 
of a debt he is able to diſcharge ; can his rigor 
called mercy ? No. He is irreproachably juſt, but 
in no ſenſe merciful, And yet in my text, the 
cred writer attributes Mercy to Gop, for this ve!) 
reaſon: BECAUSE he renders to every man according 
to bis work, that is, eternal happineſs to the good; 
eternal miſery to the wicked. Unio thee, O Ler 
belongetb mercy ; rox thou rendereſi to every ne 
according to bis work. That it is juſtice in V9?) 
to puniſh and puniſh ſeverely the breaches of his 
laws, we can eaſily comprehend; and that to 230 
the tranſgreſſors any means of eſcaping the ſever'?) 
of his juſtice, is mercy, we can as eaſily 2 
But why ſhould their puniſhments be eternal? 04 
if they are; how ſhall eternal riger be recon 
with eternal mercy? . re 2 
Why ſhall the puniſhments of impenitent py 
be eternal? Becauſe a falſe ballance is abominate” 
to the Lord? But a juſt weight is bis 1 50 
How ſhall the Eternity of Gop's Juſtice infick ug 
eternal puniſhments, without prejudice to his — , 
- mercy ? Ina moſt equitable manner, inaſmuch as 
Io © Prov, xi. 1. < 


and truth ſball gd (inſeparably) before thy face, O 
8 — * 1 if Un tor- 
ments, the puniſhments of the wicked, were not e- 
ternal: And theſe cannot be eternal; unleſs Gon 
is as merciful, as he is juſt in inflicting them. This 
I ſhall undertake to ſet in a clear light, 7 
ting truth from it's appearances, in the following 
diſcourſe, in which _., ..,,  - 4+ 1 4 dd 


I. I ſhall prove the conſiſtency of this doctrin 
from ſcripture; as well according to the evr- 
dence of the words, as to the ſenſe they are 
taken in by the fathers. ? 06 f 8 28 
II. I ſhall ſhew it's conformity with right reaſon, 
from the nature of the Infinite offended, of 
the finite offender, and of the infinit ſatisface 
tion due to the former from the /atter.. - ': 
III. I ſhall anſwer the moſt important objecti- 
ons that can be offer'd againſt this fundamen- 
tal point of faith; and .conclude the whole 
with ſome moral reſlections. 55: 0d 


© O God of all power juſtice truth and mercy! 
« O Gop, who did'ſt with ſuch diſintereſted ge- 
©. neroſity create us thy uſeleſs ſervants to be for- 
ever infinitly happy with and in thee: And who, 
* to enable us to become in our own. right thus 
* happy, would'ſt condeſcend to lift us to the power 
te of ſtrictly meriting and earningthe wages of eternal 
* life, by graciouſly entering into an ineffable co- 
*« venant with us, which we had no original claim 
* to! Give us thy efficacious aid to fulfill the 
% part which appertains to us: For thou, we are 
* ſure, wiPt never fail to do all which depends 
* on thee. We thank thee for the exceſs of love 
„ with-which thou inviteſt us to a ſhare of thy own 
„glory, by making it the recompenſe of our 
* otherwiſe unprofitable ſervices,” We praiſe thee 
for being kindly pleaſed to bias us to deſerve 
that glorious recompenſe; by adding to thy 
** bounteous invitations thy attracting co-operating 
Ty grace, And more, we glorify. thee for that, 
* with. farther kindneſs till, in order to encreaſe 
the powerful bias, thou mercifully deigneſt to 
3 deter us from neglecting to ſecure the endleſs 
* bliſs preparing for us; by allotting thoſe endleſs 
tortures, which muſt attend ſo ſenſeleſs. a neglect. 
Oh then! Since thou has't done for us, thus 
much; unweariedly continue to watch over us 
with thy paternal eye. Enlighten our minds 
and fortify our hearts to make a wiſe, a faith- 
ful uſe of the free- will and grace thou has't gi- 
ven us towards a prudent. choice: That we diſ- 
„ Creetly may prefer the deſirable juſtice, of thy 
, merciful rewards in Heaven, to the dreadful 
mercy of thy equitable puniſhments in the abyſs 
* Pſaim Ixxxix. 14. „ 
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* of hell; and not urge thee to plunge us into a 
ruin, which muſt be infinitly miſerable and eter- 
*-nelly durable, as, by the aſſiſtance of thy unalte- 
*©irable truth, I ſhall now make appear; Oh 
“ grant, dear Lord, it be with general fruit!“ 
I Tis no ways material to my preſent purpoſe to 
- enquire,- where the place is in which the wic- 
ked are and ſhall be tormented after death, nor 
what. are the inſtruments of their torment, - Once 
we are ſure that they muſt and will be tormented, 
it avails but little to know, whether the place of 
their puniſhment be in the center of the earth, as 
the ſcripture in ſome paſſages ſeems to expreſs; or in 
the air likewiſe, as from others may be gather 'd: 
Whether the inſtruments of their torture be literal- 
ly exceſs of heat and cold, unutterable darkneſs, 
Se. And the fire and brimſtone mention'd in holy 
writ, the ſame ſpecifically with our fire, and the 
ſulphur we are acquainted with; or whether it ſtall 
be of a more ſpiritualized nature: It 15 ſufficient/for 
us to know, that Gop, who created the wald gut 
of nothing, and governs the whole creation with 
unlimited power, is capable of providing a proper 
manſion of horror for ſuch wretches as call upon 
his juſtice for puniſhment z/ and that the anſtru- 
ments he appoints to torment them with will effec- 
tually execute his will. I ſhall, leave therefore 
theſe leſs material enquiries for other occaſion, to 
attend wholly to this more important queſtion, 
© WHETHER Gop WILL ETERNALLY' PUNISH 
„ THE IMPENITENT WICKED? — AND WHE= 
6 THER HE CAN BE MERCIFUL IN 80 Do- 
* n 2215, Ma F 4 1 


I. If we believe the ſacred ſcripture, and ads 
here to it's meaping as well according to the??? 
evidence of the words as to the ſenſe of the 
fathers; if we believe it to be the word of, 

G God; and believe Gop's word to be immu- 
_. , tably true we cannot doubt of either. 


1 - 11 hi doeh 19894; 971; 
Ia the xxxvith. Chapter of Jos, it is ſaid to 
the wicked: Becauſe | there is \auratb, beware let 
Gov take thee, away: ib bis ſtroke :. Then a great 
ranſom cannot deliver thee, What can we under- 
ſtand /by;;theſe words, but the eternal torments 
which will enſue to impenitent ſinners? The mea-, 
ning of the caution, is obgioug: It cannot be to 
guard them aganſt death; for neither wicked: nor, 
good can withſtand Gop's ſtroke in that ſenſe. 
The meaning then is; Beware, that is, be prepa- 
red by repentance, or in other words, beware left, 
be tale ibee away IMPENITENT with bis rote. 
And why, but becauſe a great 2 2 deli- 
ver tlae.? te is no, other tanſom for great or 
line wickednefs than the death of Chriſt: If then 


+ 


B this 


. + RC — - A 


ps on the ETERNITY. 


this great ranſom will not deliver the impenitent 
wicked; he muſt eternally remain in the ſlavery of 
fin he died in, and conſequently be eternally wretch- 
ed. For if there is ns ranſom, no ſalvation for 
him in CM AIS JESUS; neitber: ts there ſabuation 
in any other as St. PETER, fill'd with the holy 
Ghoſt, ſaid to the jeus in the ivib. of the As. 
In the fame chapter of Jon, a little lower, we 
are told that Gon #s great, and we know. him not, 
neither can the number of bis years be — out; 
and five. verſes lower we are farther told, that by 
them be judgeth bis people. The number of God 
years, which cannot be found out, is his eternity; 
and by thir ERNI Vb fudges bis people. And 
how ſhall this divine eternity make a juſt diſtinction 
between the good and bad part of his people, but by 
judging the good to an eternity of bliſt, the wicked 
to an eternity of woe? Wherefore Davin, inthe 
ninth Halm, praifed Gon for defroying the wicked, 
and putting-out their name for ever and ever.'.| 
The fame royal pſulmiſt tells us, in the xib. 
Pſalm, that upon the wicked Gov ſball rain ſnares, 
re and brimſtone, and aborrible tempeſt : I bis ſhall 
be the: PORTION of their. cup. H then this is all 
the portion allotted to the wicked; this is all they 
have to expect, and the immortality of their na- 
ture fring them to their lot, they mufÞ eternally 
feed on the bitter, bitter cup of ſnares, fire, hrim- 
tone and horror. And that this is his meaning, 
the holy monarch expreſſes more fully in another 
place, The Lord; ſays he, ſhall take them aa 
im a whivhwind, Both living and in bis wrath, 
that is, both 'iving, and Mving in bis wrath, 
which is eternal. The Hebrew has it more expveſs , 
as living as bis wrath. And conſequently as his 


wrath is eternal, ſo ſhall their puniſhment be. 


David, immediately after, to account for this 


inflexibility of Gop's juſtice, ſhews it to be an in- 
effable effect of his mercy to the good. For the 


righteous, ſays he, ſhall rejoice when be. ſoe'th the 


vengeance. | Whence it plainly appears, that if 
there were no other in it: Gop is at leaſt 
infimtly merciful in decreeing tHoſe eternal torments 
to the wicked who deferve them, to enhance the 
felicity of the good, who muſt doubly rejoice in 
their own happineſs, at the ſight of what the wie- 
ked endure. Not that their joy proceeds from any 
cruel ſatisfaction, or pleaſure, in ſeeing thoſe 
wretches tormented; but from the compariſon of 
the infinit bliſs, they eternally enjoy, with the 
eternal miſery they have happily eſcaped; and from 
clearer fight which that compariſon gives them 
Gop's juſtice and mercy. | 
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- © the Lord 


| or the real value 
of eyery thing is beſt known by cloſely comparing it 


+ 


with it's oppoſit. And therefore the inſpired monarch 


ſeems to inſinuate in the fame Pſalm, that the good 


in reality wou'd not be fully fenfible of their eternal 
happinefs, but ſor this comparifon of it with the 
eternal wretchedneſs of the wicked, which fpirits 
them up to that extatic acknowledgment of God's 
oodneſs: Verily there is areward for the righteous, 
erily there is a God, who j udgeib on the earth. * 
Well then might David ſoon after in raptures 
ize Geb in the words of my text: © 
© Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: Fox 
thou rendereſt to every man according to his work, 
Thus far, Chriſtians, we have heard the ſenti- 
ments of inſpired David. Now let us liften to hin 
in the intervals, when inſpiration forſook him. 
David, when left to himſelf, was no more capable 
than we are, of ourſelves, to reconcile the for-evr 
of Gop's ſuffice in puniſhing the wicked, with the 
infinity of his merey. © I remember'd Gov t 
and was troubled: I complain'd, and my fpir 
* was overwhelm'd. Feall to remembrance ny 
* ſong in the night: I commune with my om 
{© heart, and my fpirit made diligent ſearch. Wil 
-off fer- ever? And will he be fi- 
% yourable no more? Ie His MERCY CLS4AV- 
GONE POR EVER? BOTH HIS PROMISE FAIL 
FOR-EVERMORE? Hath GoD forgotten. t b 
gractqus # bath be in anger rig 1p his tender m. 
cis? What more —4 : the decla- 
mers againſt the eternity of bell torment? 
Why don't the miſcreants quote this for an 1 
thority-? David firſt calls the merey of God n 
queſtion: Ir bis mercy clean gone for-ever And 
as vne-aby/7 calls-on anotber, he preſently doubts 
of his juſtice and truth: Doth- bis promiſe foil fir 
evermore? A rare paſſhge for them to apply to 
their W of overthrowing the ineffable anfr 
butes of Gop? Why Meuld they bluſh to brig 
this text, who are, not aſhamed to pervert others 
much leſs to their purpoſe > Or why indeed ſhou'd 
they bluſh at any thing, who bluſh: not to blaſ- 
heme Gop from: his throne, to give vice 2 fgles- 
ter authority than- it already has? But will _ 
give you «right (O enemies of truth) to the title 4 
mererfub, which you are pleaſed to complimen 
felves with? “ It is unmerciful, 59% 4. 
1 for Go te give ſinners their deſert. © 0 
mercy then for worms, for wretches, for wicke 
fihners; to rob Gop of his due? And mo 
Gop be made more mereiful than becomes he 
Gop to be, merely to prove him leſs juſt than) 
really is, and muſt be? Oh age! Oh — 
How Wes is that-of $0LoMow'y Þ Tbe tender 
cies of” the wicked are cruel! i, \ 
| DEEP is the wonder that men, enſlaved ®) 
their unruly paſſions, and made- fechle by long 
* Jbid. + Pſalm. Ixvii f Prov. vii 10 f. 
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bits of vice, ſhou'd be able to reaſon no better; 
when David, a virtuous man, a man after Gop's 
own heart, was liable to the ſame infirtnity, when 
left to himſelf and to the weakneſs of his own 
underſtanding? But the good have ftill this advan- 
tage above the wicked; that, tho", like theſe, 
they are liable, by the frailty of their nature, to 
fall into error and ſcepticiſmz yet the readineſs, 
with which they captivate their ſenſe to the lights 
of faith, enables them to riſe again to a dearer 
knowledge of Gop's eternal truth. In fact, the 
ſame David, who was miſtaken by night, retraQs 
his nightly errors in the day; and, by the help of 
freſh inſpiration, is enabled to reconcile Gop's 
caſting off the wicked for-ever, with the continu- 
ance of his mercy, and the truth of his promiſe. * 
T ſaid, continues the royal prophet, this is my in- 
rmity : But I will remember the years of the right 
band of the moſt bigh. Thus the inſpired David 
is by the light of grace lifted to ſee thro” the 
weakneſs of his natural reaſon and enabled to ac- 
count for God's caſting off the wicked yoR-EveR, 
by refleQting on the years of the right band of 
Gov, that is, the eternity of his juſtice; that eter- 
nity by which, as we have ſeen in Jon, he is to 
Judge bis people. And the ſame revelation which 
illumin'd the royal prophet to ſee into the divine 
juſtice in caſting- off the wicked for- ever, enabled 
him in like manner to reconcile that juſtice with 
his infinit mercy, by recollecting the many wonders 
he had wrought to deter thoſe wretches from incur- 
ring eternal tormetits, before his infliting them; 
as well as the innumerable proofs of his goodneſa, 
by which he endeavour'd to win them to an eter- 
nity of happineſs. © Thou ar't the Gop who do'ſt 
« wonders, ſays be: + thou has't declared th 
* ſtrength amongſt the people. Thou has't wit 
© thine arm redeem's thy people. The voice of 
* thy thunder was in the e — The earth 
* tremibled and ſhook. Thou led'ſt thy people 
* like a flock, by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. 
What more could a merciful Gon do to win man- 
kind from the eternal torments he threaten'd to the 
wicked, than to ſhew. them his goodneſs in redeem- 
ing them from ſin, condufing them as a tender 
paſtor does his flock, and appointing them teachers 
to inſtru&_ them in his will, and in the means to 
execute it? What more could he do to deter them, 
than dectare bis firength to them, and. demenſirate 
his puniſhing power in the voice of bis thunder.? 
what leſs cou'd he do as a juſt Gor, than 
eternally puniſh thoſe obſtinate wretches who 


wow'd neither be won nor deterr'd from the eter. 


we puniſhments he. threaten'd them with? Muſt 
his truth fail, or his merey be deſtroy d? Cannot 
» nay muſt not they, eternally ſubſiſt toge- 

* Prov. ii, 10. + Ii. ; 


ſolutely unmerciful, No, 
| mercy, that, while they were fit objects of it, he 
ſhew d 


nun tells us, “ as flaw to anger as he was great 


ſtinacy in offending. him? 
of theſe i 


of the TORMENTS of HELL. | 11 
ther? 2 O Lord! Yes, ſays David * juf- 


© tice judgment are the habitati 
Throne? mercy and truth ſhall /in/eparably) 
< go before thy face.” True indeed it is, that 
thou art merciful, infinitly merciful in the go 
very © caſting-off the wicked for- ver. Becauſe 
thou Lord, ar't good, and ready to forgive; and 
“ plenteous in mercy unto all them who call 
** thee. ” + But then thy being merciful hinders 
thee not from being juſt to ſuch as deſpiſe thy for- 
giveneſs, and negle& to call upon thee. For as 
thy mercy is everlaſting, ſo thy truth endureth to 
all zenerations. t 
Wherefore, ſays Gop 
prophet 


of thy 


by the mouth of his 
Is AL An, © Do not deceive your- 
ſelves, O mortals; nor think to elude the eter- 
* nal rigour of my everlaſting juſtice, by truſting 
* to my mercy in the midſt of your wickedneſs. 
* 1] am merciful: But am equally juſt. And 
&« there is no Gop elſe befrde me, a Juſt Gon and 
© a Saviour. There is no God who is a Saviour 
only, and not at the ſame time a juſt Gop. For 
ſuch a being could not be Gop. They, who 
vainly imagin fo, are à people A. underſtanding : 
That is, a people whoſe underſtanding is corrupted 
by a perverſity of heatt; ., And $ #berefare, | ſays 

e ſame, prophet, He who made them, will 
* have no mercy on them; and he who. form'd 
ee them will ſhew them no favour. '* If then Gop 
will thew no mercy, no favour to the impenitent 
wicked; is it not plain that they, muſt be eternally 
wretched? Yet hi no ways proves him to be ab- 
No, enough it is for his 


it to them, by being, as the prophet Na- 
in power. The greatneſs of his power, was ſuch, 


that he might have juſtly paniſh'd the wicked, and 
doom'd them to feel the eternal rigour of his juſtice 


| ere they compleated their crimes, and that with- 


out injury to his mercy. How gracious then mult 
not he be to wait ſo long for their repentance, and 


how great does not his mercy appear in the flawneſs 


of his anger! And, onght not his, juſtice then to 
ſhine as great in an eternal inflexibility towards 
thoſe wretches, whom np | patience could gair, 
and no threats cod deter fr | 


yy : 30 n+ iy; 
Yes, ſurely, ſays the prophet Jeremiaby the, n 
enitent ſinners 45 written with a-pen 
of iron, and awith the point of a diamond. ++; and 


poſitively ſays, by the mouth of this ſame holy 

writer in the ſame place, that it never ſhall Le 

* Pſalm lxxxix, 14. | + Pjabm lxxxvi. 3. 

t Falun c. . | Chap Al. 21. $ Chap: Xavi. 1. 

*E Coapi. 3. 1 Chap, 1%ü•i. 
11 | effaced. 


om their inſſexible ob- 


why, but that it may neyer be effaced? Nay, o . 
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' a a . YN 3 Cf na i TEES | 1 ” - 
effaced. Ve have kndled a fire in my anger, which t Ghoſt, hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of 2 
ſball burn for- ever. And how could this be, un- * eternal damnaton.” If he bath never forgiveneſs ; 2 
leſs ſinners, who are the fuel of the fire kindled in how ſhall he ever be happy with Gop? Or how 4 
Gop's anger, ſhould for-ever burn in it, without ſhall an immortalized being never be happy with it1 
Dir 0055 | to 


conſuming? ' FIRED © 

This is undoubtedly that unguenchable, everlaſi- 
ing fire which Gop fo often ſpeaks of by the 
mouth of his divine Son, who has left us ſuch re- 
peated aſſurances of the eternity of puniſhments 
reſerved for the wicked as render the disbelief of it 


GoD; and yet not be for-ever miſerable without 
him ? If the unmerciful pleaders for unjuſt mercy 
ſhould anſwer, that“ He, who is only in danger 
* 7 eternal damnation, cannot be actually in it: 
* And therefore, as the greateſt of crimes is threat- 


*.en'd only with the Danger, the Reality cannot be 
any one's lot;“ let me beg leave to reply, that, 
if there is a danger of eternal damnation ; there 
muſt alſo be an eternal damnation in fact: Since it 
is impoſſible to be in danger of what has ns Being. 


abſolutely inexcuſable. In St. Matthew “*, ſpeak- 
ing parabolically of the wicked, he tells us, that 
every tree which bringeth not good fruit is hewn 
«© don and caſt into the fire.” And two verſes 
lower, comparing their puniſhments with the Re- In the goſpel of St. Luxe, * our Saviour make 
wards of the Goad, he declares them to be e- Abraham tell the rich man in Hell: © Between us 
verlaſting: +© He will gather his wheat into the gar- and you there is a great gulf fix'd; ſo that they 
„ ner, but he will burn up the chaff with rt gage „ who would paſs hence to you, cannot: Neither 

rally re- can they paſs to us, who would come from thence.” 


„able fire.“ The very fame phraſe is lite 
peated by St. Lute. 1 And to ſhew how much more If the wicked then never can paſs the gulph fix'd be- 
tween them and the good, nor receive any conſoling 


dreadful that Fire is, from the conſideration of eter- | 
viſits from them; muſt they not remain eter- 


nity, than any mere temporal ſmart, he compares it 
with ſome of the moſt acute pains, human nature nelly in their miſery, ſpite of all their vain efforts 
and wiſhes? ---- Again, 


can be ſubject to in this life, as may be ſeen in St. 
In St. MaTTHEw, + Chriſt an compares 


-Matthew\| but more fully in St. Mark “ If thy 
hand offend thee cut it off: It is better for thee the wicked to the bad fiſh, which, after the good art 
-put-up into veſſels, are thrown away. So, adds he 


to enter into life maim'd, than, having two hands, 
bb angels ſball ſever the wicked; that |, 


& to go into hell, into the fire which never ſhall 
e quenched ; where their worm dieth not, throw them away like bad ſiſb, not laid aſide to be 
and the fire ig not quenched. And if thy foot afterwards made uſe of, but thrown away forever. 
offend thee; cut it off: It is better for thee to This is the plain Tenſe of the text, as will appear 

* enter halt into life, than having two feet, tobe ffom the words at length: The kingdom of hea- 
© caſt into hell, into the fire which never ſball be ven is like unto a net that was caſt into the ſe, 
. quenched; where their, worm dieth not, ant the and gather'd of every kind; which when it w 
fire is not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee; “ full, they drew to ſhore, and ſat down and gather d 
, pluck it out: It is better for thee, to enter into * the good into veſſels, but caſt the bad away: 80 
the kingdom of Gov with one eye, than, having * | ſhall it be at the end of the world: The at 
« two eyes, to be caſt into hell-fire 5 where their “ gels ſhall come forth, and ſever the wicked 
„worm Meth not, and the fire is net quenched. vs | wp as the juſt, and ſhall caſt them ino 
For every-one ſhall be / ſalted with fire. The * the fufflace of fire; there ſhall be weeping and 
« repetitions of the tngquench'd, unguenchable fire, © gnaſhing of teeth.” _ | 
« and of the worm which dieth not, are plain Agteeable to this are the words of St. Paul, ! 
indications of the eter nity of thoſe puniſbments:”” © To you who are troubled reſt with us, when 

A conſideration which muſt make the cutting-off a the Lord Jzsvs ſhall be reveal'd from heavy 
umb, or plucking out an eye, or any other of the © with his mighty angels, in' flaming fire, taking 
- acuteſt pains of this lite; fall ipfinitly ſhort of thoſe “„ vengeance on them who know not Gon, 
«whichthe reprobate hereafter fhall endure in that © and who obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jesv5 

by or fire : which, ag our Saviour metaphori- “ Curtst ; w 10 ſhall be puniſh'd with 5 55 

y expreſſes it, inſtead uf conſuming them, and put= © 14/ting deſtrudtion from the preſence of the 

"ting thus an end to their miſery, ſhall for-ever pre- Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

ſerve them to feel it's rigour; as falt is to meat, a In St John, || Chriſt not only confirms this, n 

preſervative from corru tion or decay. ö tells us, that the time of this vengeance is Mer,” 

In St. Mark, * the Ame divine oracle aſſures us, hand, and that none of the wicked ſhall 7 7 ve 
that, He who ſhall-blaſpheme againſt the Holy- The hour is coming, ſays be, in which. alt . 

* Chap. iii b. 10. + Ver. 12. 1 Chap. iii. v. 17: are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and 
| + Chap. xiii, v. 47 10 50. 


49. Cbap.-iii. v. 29. 
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«6 come 
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* come forth, they who have done good unto the 
© reſurrection of life; and they who have done evil 
« ynto the reſurrection of damnation.” Now, muſt 
it not be own'd, that both Good and Bad riſe alike 
to immortality ? Or, can it be denied, that tbe reſur- 
rection of the Good is to eternal life ? This the de- 
claimers againſt the eternity of hell-torments do not 
pretend to: Why then ſhall not the reſurrection of the 
bad be to eternal damnation ? How elſe is this the 
laſt judgment ? ; 

But our bleſſed Saviour, to put this matter paſt 
all diſpute, has given us, in St. MaTTHEw * the 
very ſentences which ſhall be pronounced on the 
Goop and the Bap : © Then ſhall the king ſay 
© unto them on his right hand, Come ye Bleſſed 
« of my father, inherit the kingdom prefared 
4% for you from the foundation of the world. 
© + Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on the left 
© hand; depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- 
* laſling fire prepared for the devil and his 
„angelt. And theſe ſhall go into everlaſting 
«© puniſhment; but the righteous into liſe eter- 
© nal, Whence it appears that the puniſbments re- 
ſerved for the Wicked, will have the very ſame 
duration 'as the Rewards prepared for the Good, 
which moſt of our adverſaries themſelves own to 
be Eternal in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word. 

Farther, f St. Jup, puts the Reprobate upon the 
ſame footing, after the general judgment with 
the devil: And the angels which kept not their 
*« firſt eſtate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
* reſerved in everlaſting chains, under darkneſs, 
unto the judgment of the great day. Even as 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them 
in like manner, giving themſelves over to forni- 
cation, and going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth 
for an example — the vengeance of eternal 
fire.” Now the excluſion/of the Devils from the 
firlt ſtate muſt be ternal: Mankind having been crea- 
ted to fill their vacant ſeats. As therefore, inthe day of 
judgment, thoſe vacant ſeats will be compleatly fiſl'd, 
whereſhall theſe fallen angels find room to hope for 
admittance? And, if the Devils are to ſuffer eternally, 
how ſhall thoſe wretches, who are upon the ſame 
footing, eſcape the like fate? It is for. this reaſon 
St. Peter || calls them wells without water, clouds 
that are carried with a tempeſt, to whom the 
** miſt of darkneſs is reſerved for ever. And St. 
Jude; F wandering ſtars to whom is reſerved the 
blackneſs of darkneſs for- ver.? 

So expreſs are the holy- ſcriptures, both old and 
new | Nothing then but wilful obſtinacy and infide- 
lity can make thoſe who admit their authority, call 
the eternity of bell-torments in queſtion. 1 might 
yours 1 other texts as plain as theſe I 

Chap, xxv. ver, 34. + Ibid, ver, 41. 42, 
6.7, || 2 Chap xi, ver, "IRR Ver. 3 Lon 


have alledged : But I think theſe more than ſuffi- 
cient to prove this doctrin irrefragable. Howeves, 
I ſhall add one more from the revelations of St. 
Fobn, * who after ſpeaking of the temporal judg- 
ment of God on the wicked, adds: “ And the de- 
« vil, who deceived them, was caſt into the lake 
& of fire and brimſtone; where the beaſt and the 
& falſe prophet are, and ſhall be tormented day and 
„night for-ever and ever.” Where it is very re- 
markable, that the apoſtle makes uſe of the very 


fame emphatic words for-ever and ever, to expreſs 


the duration of the Puniſhments of thoſe unhappy 
beings, as he afterwards applies to expreſs the duratt- 
on of the felicity prepared for the bleſſed, of whom he 
ſays, that they ſhall reign for- ever and ever. From 
all which it is ſelf-evident that as the Reſurrection 
of the Good which our Saviour ſpeaks of in the goſ- 
pel of this ſacred writer above. quoted, is a Reſur- 
rection to Life-eternal, ſo ſhall the Reſurrection of 
the Wicked be a Reſurrection to eternal Damnation. 

And however it may ſeem ſevere to ſuch as are 
but little diſpoſed, to avoid the conſequence of this 


ſentence, our Saviour fully clears his mercy in the 


ſequel of this chapter: I can of my own ſelf do 


* nothing, ſays be: As I hear I judge; and my 
judgment is juſt.” That is, as Gop, I cannot du 
any thing unmerciful or, unjuſt. The ſentence I 
pals muſt be according to what I bear. In reward- 
ing the good ©* with eternal life, my judgment is 


* juſt and in puniſhing the wicked with eternal. 
« damnation, my judgment is /i/] juſt: And to Me 


* belongeth mercy in both; for I render to every 
* man according to his work.“ 


May I not then conclude this part of my diſcourſe 


with St. Paul, in the iii d. to the Romans : © There- 


„ fore thou ar't inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever 
thou ar't who judgeſt : For wherein thou judgeſt 


* Gop, thou condemneſt thyſelf. And thinkeſt 
** thou this, O man, that thou ſhal't eſcape the 
« judgment of Gop? Or deſpiſeſt thou the riches 
of his goodneſs and forbearance, and long-ſuffer- 


ing; not knowing that the goodneſs of Gop lead- 


© eth thee to repentance ? But after thy hardneſs - 
e and impenitent heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf, 


« wrath unto the day of wrath, and revelation f 


&« the righteous judgment of Gop, who will ren- 


&« der to every man according to his deeds,” “ 
Thus far, Chriſtians, I have given you ſufficient® 
evidence, I hope, from the Prophets, Apoſtles, and 
CHRIST himſelf to reconcile 1 and Mer- 
cy of Gop, in inflifting eternal Torments on the 
Wicked: And thus far I have proved this irre- 
fragable doctrin from the holy ſcripture : Which I 


have taken according to the natural unwreſted, un- 
forced and obvious meaning of the words; and as 


they are univerſally underſtood by the holy fathers > | 


- * Chap. xx. 10. 


and 


Da the ETERNITY 
* ny exulting luminaries, around the ſovereign 


zend divines of the Church in all ages. And that 
* ſource of light? 


the fathers and divines did underftand the eternity 

- of hell torments, in this natural obvious ſenſe of a St. Cyril“ has theſe words: © It was meet, not 

proper eternity, à parte poſt, wp! yoog 4. the few „ only the foul ſhould be lifted by the holy 

paſſages I ſhall here give, out of the innumerable “ ſpirit to the poſſeſſion of a bleſſed life; 

many I could give (if the limits of a ſermon wou'd © but even that this our vile Body ſhould be ren- 

permit) will ſuffice to remove all juſt occaſion of © der'd immortal, by the very miniſtry of it's kin- 

doubt. « dred ſenſes, ſuch as the taſting, touching, and 
% Every-one (ſays Origenes) who confeſſes not © nutrition.” 

** the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to be the on- The following reflection is of St. Peter Chryſil. 
ly true Gop is eſtranged from eternal life. For gur + upon theſe words of St. Paul: © Every-one, 
this confeſſion is declared to be life everlaſting.” * who ftriveth for the maſtery, refraineth himſel 

Whatever unſafe opinions then, Origenes might en- „ from all things: And they indeed, that they may re. 


+tertain concerning the Holy-Gboft : It is plain he ac- 


« cetve a corruptible crown, but we an incorrupli- 


| ace ay a proper eternity of exiſtence in human * ble one.” * If then (ſays the ſaint) ſome per. 1 
; beings, for the future. 6 ſons undertake exceſſive toils for the ſake of 4 
St. Cyprian ſays: We look upon Paradiſe as our 4 periſhable diadem; how much more does it not ww 
native country ; Already haye we there our pa- © behove us to grudge no labour, who have the pr. 9 
rents the patriarchs : Why then do we not haſte * miſe of a heavenly recompenſe, with a crown d 4 
4 and puſn- on; that we may enjoy the ſight of our © eternal glory.“ And a little lower : The bleſſe BY 
country, the embraces of our parents? There an © martyrs (adds be) not only in the field of battle nl. 
« innumerable number of friends are waiting for * conquer'd the enormities of fin, but even gain' Ef 
us: There a large and copious multitude of pa- © a compleat victory over death itſelf, and tod AY 
* rents, brethren and children, are wiſhing for our © poſſeſſion of immortality for their recompenſe. B 
arrival; already aſſured of their own immortali- hus far it a „that theſe Fathers were uns SY 
* ty, but ſtill ſollicitous for ours.“ nimouſly agreed 1n the belief of a proper eternity of Ga 
Neither (ſays he elſewhere ) can he be other the eiſtence of the bleſſed. And ſince our divine 3:0 

« than joyful and thankful, who, having once been Lord puts the juſt and the unjuſt, the ele& and "* & 
i ſubje& to death and mortality, is become ſo hap- the reprobate on the ſame footing, with bells 
"© py as to have Immortality enſured to him.” See to the duration of their exiſtence: It is plain tha nine 
the ſame venerable father ds Laude Martyrii; if theſe ſacred authors, who aſſerted the eternity d 4 


that work be his, as it probably is. 
In eternab life (/ays St. Baſil ) there is no more 


rewards prepared for the former, muſt alſo ho 
the like eternity of puniſhments prepared for tit 


change neither in body nor in foul: No more latter. But to put the matter paſt the power of e. etern 
contradiction of thoughts; no more diverſity of quivocation, let us hear the expreſs ſentiments 0 in it 
ſentiments; no more diſturbance to interrupt me of them on this very head. him, 
*© the ſteadinefs of a quiet mind. No: That is The laſt mention'd father, then in another {r * 
the region of the living, who perpetually exiſt in mon t ſpeaking of the rich man in hell, reaſons ſtate 
«© an uninterrupted equality 21 likeneſs to them- thus: at a folly was not his to expect (ſays be) ternal 
ſelves, in a day which has no night, ina life © from a father the mercy he had denied to a bro- nally 
'* which ſuffers no fleep, or other image of “ ther? Have mercy on nes What had mercy © by Fo 
« death, Fc.“ | 4% do with him, to whom all was turn'd into mat- * bat 
St Ambroſe F argues thus: © If this life is * ter of torment ? Or what relief could his petiti- 60 = 
in itſelf to be fled from, to be quitted, © ons obtain from a Father, in whoſe he — 
that we may flee from vexation, that we may reſt © had his accuſer?” ; 60 yr 
from miferies ; how much more is that reſt to be Now tho” this venerable writer, be here ſpeaking « ju 
*. coveted, which ſhalt give Perpetuity to the joys literally of the father Arabamz it is ſelf-evident, that 4 Ju 
** which are to ſucceed our future reſurrection? he ſpeaks allegorically of the divine father. Oth<" * 
**- Where is our mighty grievance (ſays St Gre- * wiſe his argument would conclude nothing. For — 
% gory Nazianzen **) in being ſnatch'd from hence, inaſmuch as all was turn'd into matter of tormel — f 
to be placed in a ſtate of true Life? in being for that hapleſs wretch, by ſo much would = « pl 
* deliver'd from the inconſtancies, vapouriſſi have had a great deal the more room tointerfere Mm | 5 fad 
* fickleneſs, and ſurfeits of our preſent ſituati- relief; if (as the faint ſuppoſes and muſt ſuppoſe) «; 
on, to be placed in common with other per- immutable truth, and infinit juſtice of GoP, « = 
"« manent and unchangeable Beings, like ſo ma- not required that matter of torment to be eve! * 
E piſt. ad Rom. + Trac de Mortal. Tate 1 44 In Johan. Iii. c. 39. F Sermon. exix. Per, 4 
Demet. 7: Pſalm xliv. f De Refurret. ** gre:, 19. 1 Serm. exxiv. | z0gly | 
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ingly irreparable: That ſame immutable truth and 
incorruptible juſtice, perſiſting forever as an accuſer 
of his unrepenting obſtinacy. And that this was 
the ſenſe in which the holy Father mean'd to ex- 

eſs himſelf, from the concluſion he thence 
pr lelt, appear 
draws a little lower: If then (continues be) the 
©« ſubterraneous priſon of hell has an indiſputable 
© exiſtence; if there is a a ardens, a burning 
« fire; if there is a hell to torment without end; 
© alas ? Whence this our ſenſeleſs ſtupidity ? 
Where are we? What ſtrange dream is it which 
© ſeduces us? What unaccountable ſelf-abſence is it 
* which thus weds us to death? Se. | 

St. Hierom is very expreſs in this matter. The 
&© devil (/ays be) and his angels, with all who do 
© his works and defame their brethren, ſhall a- 
* long with him, ſuffer alike the miſerable inheri- 
« tance of eternal fire. And if any one deny that 
* the devils are to be confined to eternal flames; 
© he too ſhall have his part of Gon's inheritance 
© with him, but ſhall receive that — in the ſame 
© fire, where he will one day fadly feel the truth he 
* now fo raſhly demes.” 

But let any man ſuppoſe ten thouſand hells {/xys 
6 St. John Chryſoftom +) he ſuppoſes nothing in 
* compariſon with the being excluded from the 
glory of heaven, and the hearing Chriſt ſay: / 
© tnow you net.” I prefume then that the ten of the 
bells of your millenartandreamers, would be (at leaſt) 
nine times jeſs than nothing, to the idea which this 
holy father entertain'd of that manſion of horror. 
For if the damnation of the reprobate, chiefly con- 


| fiſts in their being diſowr by Chriſt ; and Chriſtꝰs 


eternal truth conſiſts in being eternally conſiſtent 
in itſelf; muſt not they be eternally diſown'd' by 
him, who have once deſerved to be ſo, and can ne- 
ver more deſerve the oppoſit, by the irrevocable 
ſtate of their obſtinacy in evil? And if they are e- 


ternally diſown'd by him; muſt they not be eter- 


nally wretched without him? 

For, ſays St. Auguſtin : 1 © In hell the 
date will be tormented with the ſting of repen- 
** tance, but will never be emended by the conver- 
2 ſion of their will: They 
6 their own iniquity ; but with ſuch fruitleſs aver- 
1 ſion, as ſhall not make them enamour'd with the 
pe Juſtice oppoſit to it; for this they will never 

more be able to love or deſire.” e the ſame. 
father Gene ſi lib. 8. likewiſe Serm ad Erm. and in in- 
numerable other places. 


„ * The foul which is once fix'd in that wretched 
. Place (ſays the great St. Gregory JJ may well be 


2 ſaid to have loſt it's being, without loſing it: Be- 
ty, compel'd to endure for ever a deathleſ; death; 
a defection which ſhall know no defiſtance ; and 


bis. 31. + Homil. in Mats 4. | 
Per, 8 Moral. iv; 331 in, f De Fd. ad 


will condemn indeed 


an end without any concluſion: Inaſmuch as it's 
„ death becomes immortal; it's defection becomes 
indefectible; and it's end extended to an infinit 
* duration.” And elſewhere * the fame venerable 
accounts for it thus: * The fire of hell being 
„ incorporeal; ſhall nevertheleſs corporally tor- 
ture the reprobate who are thrown into it: It 
is neither kindled by human art, nor nouriſh'd 
« with combuſtible fuel; but once created, is un- 
* quenchably laſting :. for it requires no fupplies of 
«© matter, and can receive no addition to the inten- 
* ſity of it's ardour.” See the ſame ſacred writer 
Moral: viii. In i lud Matth. viii. They ſhall be caft 
into utter darkneſs. Licewiſe. Moral. xv, xxx. 
and innamerable other places. 

* 'The. fire of Hell (lays St. [odore f) ſhall 
blaze clear enough to it's wretched inhabitants, 
to augment their miſery, by diſcovering to them 
every object which may ftrike them with hor-- 
* ror, but never ſo clear as to afford them matter 
* of joy in any proſpect of confolation.” | 

The fame alſo, St. Bernard tells us, in other 
words , We have deſerved Hell, (fays be) 
« where there is no refection ever to be taſted; 
„no confolation to be met with; no end to be 
come at.“ And the reaſen for it he gives us 
elfewhere.. © ||. Therefore” is it, /ays the Saint, 
that the N the unrelenting ſinner, though 
but tranſiently committed, will be eternally pu- 
niſh'd; becaufe that guilt, though very brief in 


© his execution of it, is laſting, in the perverſity 
of his will: Inſomuch, that, was he never to 


die, he would never deſiſt from fm : And; there- 
* fore, does he covet to live forever, only that he 
may be c of ſinning-· on forever.“ 

The words of Hugo are likewiſe very ſtrong. $ 
«« Hell, ys be, is an immeaſurable lake, an un- 
* fathomable deep, full of unparallel'd heat, into- + 
«© lerable ſtenches, and innumerable pains. There 
reſides nothing but wretchedneſs, utter dark- 
* neſs, and no mannerof order. There abides e- 
*« ternal horror; there, ina word, there is no good 
to be 2 for, and no evil which may not be 
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I might have added many other very weighty paſ- 
ſages out of the abovemention'd Fathers and Divines, 
and could ſtill add, out of other ſacred, orthodox + 
writers (yet unmention'd) of every century, from 
that of Chriſt to the preſent, an almoſt innumera- 
ble number of. irrefragable authorities: A 
preſs, and many much more expreſs, than the ew - 


I have here produced, in proof of the univerſal, .. mY 3 


conſtant aſſent of the Church, to the invincible - 
doctrin of the proper eternity of Hell torments. 
But, theſe would require a very large volume a- 
| * Moral ix. + De Summe Bone, |. 1. * 
1 Serm. iy, Qa || Epiſt. 253 9 Dr Aeims lib. iv. . 

part: 


a6 On the ETERNITY 


Part: And, therefore, I purpoſely omit them to 
avoid prolixity. F 
For the very ſame reaſon I have forborn to tran- 
ſcribe, in their proper places, St. 7uſtin Martyr, 
Atbenagoras, the Chriſtian philoſopher of Athens, 
St. Theophilus, archbiſhop of that ſee, and Tertul- 
lian, who are all very ſtrenuous in the ſupport of 
this doQtrin : St. Juſtin, Apolog. i. p. 41, 45, 46. 
---Apolog. ii. p. 59, 64, 67, 71, 87.---Dialog. cum 
Trypb. p. 254, 264.---Fpiſt. ad Diognet. p. 501: 
== Athenagoras, de Reſurrect. Mortuor. p. 54 : 
St. Theophilus, Epiſt. ad Autolic. i. p. 78; and 
Epiſt. ad Eundem ii. p. 110, 112. For all which 
uotations ſee the joint edition of the works of 
theſe Fathers, printed, in folio, at Paris, by C. 
:Morelle, anno 1636.---And Tertullian, Apologet. 
adv. Gentes, p. 48. cap. xiii. and p. 79. cap. xlvili. 
in fin. together with his paraphraſt, Zepbyrus, and 
his commentator Pamelius, to be ſeen in the folio 
edition of him, at Paris, 1616. | 
Now, all theſe authorities can mean nothing, if 
they do not mean a proper eternity of duration be- 
longing to human beings : Whether thoſe beings 
be in a ſtate of glory hereafter, or in a ſtate of tor- 
ment, when they ſhall have once left the unſettled 
Nate of this life for the permanence of another. 
And, if they do mean thus much; can it be any 


longer denied, or doubted, that, according to the 


ſacred Scriptures, and the ſenſe in which the Fa- 
.thers underſtood them, the torments of unrepent- 
ing ſinners in a future ſtate muſt be eternal, pro 
perly eternal? | | 

But, what can Scripture avail towards convinc- 
.ing men, who are, perhaps, ready to give-up the 
very Scriptures, and Chriſt himſelf, rather than 
think of the eternity of thoſe torments, which they 
are but too conſcious of having deſerved, and are 
not ſufficiently reſolved to avoid, by repentance or 
amendment of a life which, at preſent, ſuits the 
corruption of their hearts. Still, for the ſake of 
truth, let us proceed to ſhew, 


II. The conformity of this doctrin with right 
reaſon, from the nature of the infinit offend- 
ed, and of the finite offender. 1 


The ſoul of man, in this mortal ſtate, is ſo mi- 
ſerably immerſed in matter, fleſh, and body, that it 
is almoſt incapable of conceiving any thought but 
what is, in ſome meaſure, more or leſs carnal, and 
partaking of matter. Hence it is, with the utmoſt 
difficulty, that the mind ſoars to any ideas ever ſo 
little abſtracted from matter, or from what is ana- 

A prolixity unpardonable in a work, which fill 
bears the title of a Sermon; and which therefore, was 
preached, and, at it's firſt appearance, printed wi-h-ut 
any other quotations than thoſe taken from Holy Writ. 


lagous to, and bears a proportion with, matter and 
fleſh. Nevertheleſs, we can never be able to form 
any notions worthy the Divine Being, without ab- 
ſtracting and purifying them from all matter, and 
from all compariſon with what is created. To our 
weakneſs, in this particular, may be attributed all 
the groſs and miſtaken ideas we form of Gop and 
his divine attributes. And this is the rock on 
which have ſplitten, thoſe groſly miſtaken men, 
who, to prove Gor merciful, in the ſenſe in which 
they would have him ſo, attempt nothing leſs than 
to make him unjuſt. Unable to ſoar to the com- 
prehenſion of what he ig, they would fain lower 
him to what they are. Men are ſometimes jul, 
but then their juſtice is rigour, ſeverity, and taint- 

ed with cruelty ; they are at other times merciful too, 

but then, their mercy is fellow-feeling, ſoftneh, 

and conſcious weakneſs. The one flows from 

mixture of fear and ſelf- preſervation; the other, 

from a mixture of fear, and of love of caſe : They do 


juſtice not to be oppreſt by the injuſtice they fear; P. 
and, they ſhew mercy, through fear of incurring th 
the miſery they ſee before them, and are conſciow WF #1 
of being liable to, from the uneaſineſs they feel a it 
the ſight of it. In ſhort, their juſtice is the ſir! m 
of fancied ſtrength, and their mercy the abortion ne in 
of real weakneſs. They are never merciful a WF de 


juſt together: For, (as their juſtice and mercy fov 


from different principles) when they are merciful, by 
it is by relaxing from the ſtrictneſs of juſtice; 1 =» 
when they are ſtrictly juſt, it is by ſtifling the mf 
yearnings of mercy. *Tis by this rule the ce. of 
| claimers againſt the eternal puniſhments of tht EY 
wicked, pretend to meaſure the juſtice and mec hi 
of Gop. They have no other ideas of either, than G. 
the unworthy ones they form from a vile compi. 8 ; 
ſon of them with their own. For want of gig 2 
themſelves the trouble to ſoar above their corruft = 
imaginations, they have no other epithets to ge 7 
the Divine juſtice than ſevere, revengeful, di, offe 
cruel, &c. and no other terms to expreſs his = 
cy by, than pity and compaſſion : As if Gop coù 1 
not be juſt without being cruel, or taking 4 p_ a> 
ſure in puniſhing us; and could not be merct ject 
without compaſſionating or feeling, and ſha”s nit 1 
with us in our miſeries. What an unworth) ide this 
for creatures to entertain of a Creator | from 
No, Gop is juſt, and he is merciful; but he! he n 


neither cruel nor compaſſionate, in the real means aQu; 
of theſe words: He neither is capable of 2 

any cruel pleaſure in ſeeing his creatures miſera A 

nor of feeling the miſeries they. endure. His * 

conſiſts not, like ours, in any diſorderly tum : 

within him; his wrath is only ſuch an eſſent! he 

verſion from evil, as requires the remove « oſs 

evil from his preſence : And his mercy 18 — N 

tion of the ſufferings he relieves, but an 3 57 


communicate 


al and 


communication of his goodneſs in the relief.” In a 
word, he is not juſt through the fear of injuſtice, 
or merciful through any yieldingneſs of his nature 
to ſympathiſed miſery :' But, he is both juſt and 
merciful, becauſe it 1s conſiſtent with the immuta- 
ble truth of his divine nature to be ſo. | 
Hence appears the. eſſential difference between 
the juſtice and mercy of creatures, and the juſ- 
tice and mercy of; Go. Created juſtice and 
mercy proceed from different cauſes, bave different 
objecte, and purſue different ends; and, therefore, 
may exiſt ſeparate : But the juſtice and mercy of 
Gov iſſue from the ſame immutable truth, have 
immutable truth for their end, and immuta- 
ble truth for their object, as well in the felicit 
beſtow'd on the good, as in the miſery inflited 
on the wicked; and, therefore, God cannot be 
juſt without being merciful, and cannot be mer- 
ciful without being juſt. It is immutably true, 
true, that the good, in virtue of Gop's merciful 
promiſe, deſerve the glory they are crown'd with; 
then it is immutable truth in Gop that makes 
him merciful and juſt in beſtowing that glory. So 
it is unalterably true, that the wicked claim and 
merit the puniſhments which God inflis on them, 
inaſmuch as they refuſe thoſe mercifully promiſed 
rewards, and chuſe the puniſhments which he mer- 
cifully threaten'd, them with, to deter them from 
wickedneſs ; therefore, God's unalterable truth, 
makes him juſt and mercitul in giving them the pu- 
mſhments they have choſen. Now, it is incon- 
ſiſtent with this immutable truth, that God ſhould 
ever be good, or juſt and\merciful, only by halves, 
and not render, to every-one, to the full extent of 
his deſert; therefore, it is immutably true, that 
Gop muſt inflit. eterna/-puniſhments on the repro- 
bate, becauſe their wickedneſs deſerves that the 
puniſhment they haye choſen, preferably to the re- 
wards they might have choſen, ſhould be eternal. 
Every offence is meaſured by the malice of the 


offender, and the greatneſs of the perſon offended. 


Anwinſult done to an equal is a crime, but becomes 
an outrage when done to a maſter, adds rebellion in 
a child to his parent, and is high treaſon from a ſub- 
ject to his ſovereign, It muſt, therefore, be inſi- 
nit when offer'd to an infinit being. However, for 
this to be true, there muſt be malice in the perſon 
from whom. the inſult comes; and, to have malice 
he muſt be in poſſeſſion of reaſon and free · will in an 
actual power of choice. Whereſore, a child and a 
crangling, are incapable | of having malice in the 
true ſenſe of the word; becauſe, though they have 
2 will, they have not reaſon to direct it. In like 
manner, a man, who is perfectly compog, is incapa- 
ble of malice in an act he is irreſiſtibly forced io; 
and, therefore, ſhould a man, in his ſenſes, ſalling 


g er | 
"onthe top of a houſe kill his father, or his ſo- 
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vereign, he is not guilty of parricide, or tegieide, 
becauſe not in poſſeſſion of choice. But; A4 man 
perfectiy poſſeſt of ſenſe and liberty, cannot commit 
an offence without guilt; becauſe the poſſeſſion he 
is in of his reaſon and free - will, proves his aſſent to 
the evil, and, therefore, argues a malice in him pro- 
portion d to the nature of the offence. As, there- 
fore, the wicked muſt be ſuppoſed t& be intelligent 
free agents, otherwiſe, they could not be witkedy 
they muſt be guilty of an infinit malice in the 
crimes' they commit againſt Go. 

Nor will it avail to extenuate their malice, to 
ſay, that Gob is impaſſable by nature, and, there- 
fore, incapable of receiving any real injury from 
the crimes of the wicked. It is true, that God 
cannot be deſtroy'd : But, are any attempts, to de- 
ſtroy him, leſs criminal for that? Gop is ſo eſſen- 
tially truth and goodneſs, that, were he not immu- 
table, falſity and wickedneſs would deſtroy him? 
That, therefore, he is not deſtroy'd, there are no 
thanks due to the falſe and the wicked, but to his 
own divine immutability. Should a man throw a 
ſtone at a glaſs, and the glaſs not. break; would 
any thanks be due to the flinger? He did his ut- 
moſt : The ſtone by it's nature was ſufficiently op- 
poſed to the glaſs to ſhatter it: And, that it did 
not, is not owing to the man who throw'd it, but 
to the reſiſtibility of the glaſs, So if I may be 
allow'd to compare little things with great; the 

phane with the ſacred; and the finit with the 
infinit; that Gop cannot ſuffer any real injury in 
his own divine perſon, all the thanks and glory is 
due to the immutability of his nature; but the 
malice of the man, who attempts to injure or in- 
ſult him, is ſtill the ſame: And nothing can exte- 
nuate the-infinit malice of it. For tho many a8 
a finit limited being is incapable of producing any 
phyſical effect infinit in itſelf; yet all his actions, 
conſider d as moral, are ſpecified by the object they 
terminate in: And therefore every offence againſt 
Gop which deſtroys his grace, may and muſt aſ- 
ſume an infinit guilt z becauſe it is an infult to an 
Infinit being. | bag (e169? 1 2 

Now, as it appears, that Gop is eſſentially 
juſt, he muſt eſſentially require an infinit ſatisfac- 
tion, for an infinit offence done to him. And, 
this infinit ſatisfaction can be given him no other 
way, than by the offender himſelf, or, by the 
infinit merits of the mediation of Chriſt. Once, 
therefore, the wicked refuſe that” mediation; by 
dying in their fin, they have no means of making 
that infinit ſatis faction; but by an infinit puniſh- 
ment ſuffer'd, in their own perſons. And, as the 
fnitneſs of their own nature renders them inca- 
pable of ſuffering a puniſhment, infinit in the bulk, 
that puniſhment muſt be infinit in point of duia - 
tion, and conſequenthy eternal. | 004.2 

| C 


* 


* . . 
Again, 
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Again, thoſe very puniſhments they ſuffer are 
ſomething Treated, and, therefore, cannot be in- 
finit in any other ſenſe, than the infinity of their 
duration. 05 9th e 
Thus then, it appears, upon the whole, that if 
we conſider the nature of the inſinit offended, of 
the finit 'offender, and of the infinit 
due to the former from the latter, the torments 
of the wicked mult be eternal. 

To reconcile this infinit juſtice, in Gop, with 
the infinity of his mercy, it will ſuffice to reſſect, 
that the infinit mercy of Gop, — before the 
wicked eternal happineſs, or miſery; gives them 
power, means and aid, to chuſe the former ; and 

often, even after their chuſing the latter, offers 
them the mediation: of his holy ſon, for a ſatis- 
faction of the infinit offence they commit in chuſing 
the latter: And is flow in anger, to give them 
the ſafficient time (and more than ſufficient) to ac- 
cept. that mediation. If then, they reject all this, 
and prefer an infinity of torments to an eternal 
felicity, and their own future miſerable ſatisfaction, 
for their crimes, to the ſaving, preſent ſatisfaction of 
Chriſt; is it not mercy as well as juſtice in God, to 
reward them with their own option? What greater 
mercy can a merciful j ſhew, than to give a 
criminal the choice of his own ſentence? Gop, 
therefore, is infinitly merciful at the fame time as 
he is inflexibly juſt, in rewarding the wicked, with 
thoſe infinit puniſhments, which they inflezibly 
chuſe, earn, and prefer to infinit felicity. To 
this, if we add the enhancement of felicity, which 
the good receive, from the compariſon of their 
eternal happineſs, with the eternal miſery of theſe 
wretches, we muſt be: loſt to all grace and ſhame, 
if we do not glorify Gop, and acknowledge him 
to be equally as merciful, as he is juſt, in inflicting 
eternal torments on the wicked: Convinced, with 
the royal pſalmiſt, that“ unto thee, O Lord, 
belongeth mercy: For. thou rendereſt to every 
man according to his work. 

But ſome men are not to be convinced. Their 
wiſhes, or their fears, ſtand them in the ſtead 
of conviction: Every fallacy of their weak 


underſtanding, is, with them, a demonſtration 


and the texts of ſcripture, they leaſt comprehend, 
are the moſt irrefragable authorities they have to 
build upon: However, that they may have no 

to plead ignorance as an excuſe for their ob. 
ſtinacy; let us examin: | ;f 


UT. Tne moſt important objections which can 


be offer'd againſt this fundamental point of 
faith; and conclude the whole with ſom 
moral reflections. | | 
Lt us repreſent Gop to ourſelves, antecedent 
to the creation, deſigning to. form intelligent 


tisfaftion 


'* beings. What could we preſume, concerning 
the ſtate of ſuch beings, to be produced, and to 
* iſſue, from the all- powerful hands of a creator, 
perfectly happy in himſelf, but that they, like- 


„ wiſe, ſhould be made as happy, as their finit 


capacities would admit them to be? For what 
** otherend could a ſelf-fufficing independant being, 
© incapable of receiving any addition to his own 
2 felicity, have, in forming creatures to his own 

* likeneſs, than that of making them as- happy as 
2 they could be? Thus ſet out our modern 
ſticklers againſt the eternity of hell- torments; and, 
thus will I fairly ſtart with them, to examin what 
can be inferr'd from this ſuppoſition ? 

Why truly, ſay they, there is no place for 
„any thing but benevolence and happineſs. The 
“pure and perfect Gop, cannot poMmbly do any 
thing but what is ſo. 

True: And what then? Is not juſtice and pu- 
niſhment, when due, equally good with benev- 
lence - and happineſs, where merited ? The pure 
and perfect Gob, then, is equally good in puniſh- 
ing with juſtice, as in rewarding with mercy. 

To return then to the creation. If we fup- 
poſe, as indeed we ought, that Gop from all eter- 
nity decree'd the creation of intelligent beings, to 
enjoy eternal happineſs, in as ample a manner a5 
their nature would admit of; we muſt ſuppoſe 
that he decree'd them to be perfectly free: Firf, 
becauſe nothing can be ea without 
perfect liberty; and, ſecondly, becauſe, without 
perfect liberty, they could not have purchaſed 
that eternal happineſs, nor poſſeſt it in their own 
right: A condition, without which, their hap- 
pineſs. would have been but- half-happineſs, fince 
no felicity we hold, as a mere unmerited gift, * 
equal to that which we poſſeſs, in ſome meaſure, 
in our own right. In conſequence then of GoD 3 
deſigning his intelligent creatures, to be as happ) 
as they could be, it was neceſſary he ſhould decree 
them to be created, in ſuch a ſtate as might enable 
them to poſſeſs their happineſs in their own right, 
by purchaſing it. Now, mankind being but cre2” 
tures, at the beſt, and of finit capacities, could 
not poſſibly be in a ſtate of purchaſing infinit felict- 
ty, in the moſt perfect manner, but, by GoD 3 
laying them under reſtrictions, and promiſing them 
that felicity, as a reward, for complying with 
theſe reſtrictions. And, if the iſe of 1ewar- 
ding their compliance with infinit felicity could be 
any. inducement to them to obey Him; the threat 
of puniſhing their diſobedience, with infinit miſcr)s 
muſt add a farther inducement to their compi 
This neceſſarily implies, that men muſt be cred! h 
free-agents,. and abſolutely able, and provided _ 
means, to obey, or diſobey, che commands 
lay'd upon them. For whatever is not 2 
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free and able to act, or not act, cannot merit re- 
ward, or puniſhment, for obeying, or diſobeying. 
To prove then, that the decree of eternal puniſh- 
ments is no ways e from, but, on the 
contrary, an ineffable effect of Gop's infinit good- 
neſs, it will be ſufficient to reflect, that Gop crea- 
ted man to be eternally happy in his own. right, 
and to avoid eternal miſery, if he ſo pleaſes; and 
created him in a ſtate, and with means ſuited 
to that purpoſe. 

But, why did not Gop create man incapable 
of diſobeying him, and conſequently deſerying 
&* eternal puniſhment? Would not that have been 
more conſiſtent with infinit bounty,apd benevo- 
* lence? n, % 

I anſwer, no; for the reaſon above aſlign'd. 
Man could not be compleatly happy, without be- 
ing ſo in ſome meaſure, by his n right, in vir- 
tue of Gop's , promiſe ; He could not merit happir 
neſs, in virtue of that promiſe, in ſo, compleat à 
manner as he now can, without a freę · will ig bey, 
or diſobey, Gop's commands; therefore it 
was more conſiſtent with Gon's infinit goodneſs 
and benevolence to create him free to gopd and evil. 
For tho' the liberty, eſſential to abſolute merit, 
be merely that of a#ing or. not ad ing, and not that 
of doing good or evil; yet the 2 — of li- 
berty to do good, or evil, muſt. greatly enhance 
the merit of ſuch mere men as, being free to both, 
reje& the latter, and make choice of the former, 
in obedience. to the grace given by Gop to direct 
them in their choice, notwithſtanding which, Chriſt 
moſt perfectly merited,. in the iriGelt fe 3 tho 
he could not ſin. Eor in the inſtant of his incarna- 
tion he was eſtabliſh'd in, ſanctity by that divine 
Hypoſtafis, under which both his natures ſubſiſted. 
And as his divine nature, thus divinely ſubſiſted, 
was eternally and naturally entitled to'that immenſe 
ſelf- happineſs which, from all eternity, it enjoys; ſo 
his human nature, from the inſtant of his incarnati- 
on, in virtue of that hyþo/fatic; union, became emi- 
nentiy entitled to to poſſeſs in the moſt perfect 
manner poſſible, by poſſeſſing, in it's own right, 
the fulneſs of bliſs, it now enjoys, to all eternity. 
And therefore a liberty to NEED far from be- 
ing requiſit in Chriſt to merit; that it cquld not 
even have enhanced his merit, or, in the leaſt, ad- 
ded to the eminent right he had to glory. Nay, 
ſuch, a liberty was incompatible with his nature, 
conſider d in it”s bypoftatic circumſtance, For thus 
conſider'd, his will and the divine will were in an 
unalterable conformity; and therefore tho? Chriſt 
had the liberty of not ang, if he had ſo pleaſed, 
what he poſitively did act; et. f he. had, choſen 
not to att, his net adling would have been, equally 
irom a principle of goodneſs, , becauſe _ it would 

ave preceeded from the conformity of his human 


will to. that of his | divinity. But, with regard to 
mete man, the caſe is quite different. There is 
not that intimate conformity between his and 
Gop's will: And tho', conſider'd abſtractedly, 
he might abſolutely merit without a liberty of 
eontrariety, as the divines call it, hat is, without 
being free to good or evil; (the liberty of contra- 
dictien, that is, the liberty to a&# or nt ad, be- 
ing alone eſſential to merit in itſelf} nevertheleſs, 
if. we conſider man under. the preſent diſpenſation, 
and ſubject to the poſitive-law of Gop; it was ab- 
ſolutely negeſſary for hini, in order to merit that 
he ſhould have a liberty of dantrariety, or a liberty 
to gad or evi i: Not. becauſe this condition is eſſen- 
tial to Iiberiy in itſelf, but becauſe a creature, 
ſubject to Gon's poſitive law, when bid to act, 
could not abſtain from acting, without diſabeying 


the command of Go, and ty doing 
evil . and therefore could not be free: to ad, or 
nos ad, without a concomitant liberty to obey, or 
diſabey that is, without being free at the ſame 


time to good or evil. | 
Dleither does this liberty imply any eſſential 
weakneſs and frailty in which men were created. 
No: , Gap! created them ſtrong and uptight: 


Placed. eternal life and. eternal death before them: 


And, that they might enjoy the former iii their 
on right hy virtue of his promiſe ; he enter d 
into a gracious covenant with them gave them 
a free-will to fulfill or break their 
.nant,; and, to attract them to the choice; of the 
former, he gave them a ſufhcient portion of grate 
to, determin;their free · Will. At was: then the: per- 
irn Gon chen he decree d 
the creation ol a free · agent, to-decree; from the 
ſame eternal period, a ſuſficient portion of grace 
and means to — him to an advantageous choice 
of the ample happineſs he was deſign'd for; and, 
45; a double inducement. to him to make uſe of 
that grace and thoſe means, to decree an eternity 


of ; bliſs to the proper — or Ho and an 


eternity of torments to the abuſe of them. And if 
mankind, in defiance of that mercy, will neither 
be enticed to eternal happineſs by eternal promiſes, 
nor deterr'd from eternal miſery by eternal threats; 
muſt Gon therefore be deem'd: leſs merri ſul for 
being juſt? Or, muſt he derogate from eternal 
truth and juſtice, to favour, criminals, » who hade 
voluntarily renounced, all merey forever,. byvodun- 
tarily perſiſting in offences which eternul truth has 
ſtampt with eternal reprobation? 1 10 

Ves, truly; if, we believe the declaimers againſt 
Gop's eternal juſtice. For, ſuy tbey, the eber- 
* nity of hell- ents deſtroys itſelf by it's oαn 


« ſtrength; gives, the lye to.ithe voice of univerſal ; 8 5 


© nature, of conſcience, and even of common- 
„ ſenſe: All which unanimouſly confpire to bear 
C 2 “ witneſs 


part of the cove- 
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te witneſs to the infinit goodneſs of Go. 
But this is engaging with a phantom. Where is 
the wretch who denies the infinit goodneſs; of 
Gor? Or how does chat 4nfinit: Foodneſs contra 
dict the Eternity bf hell: torments ?) 

%% Why truly, ſay they, boundleſs benignity, as 
«that of GoD! is; can. roceaſe to do good to 
* every creature, as far as this is capable of re- 
eig“, e deer 03 eee ee e 
* Very good Who denies all this? ut muſt the 
ſweet effects of his goodriels, therefore extend to thoſe 
wietches who are incapable of receiving it? Has it 
not already — — IRR inflauibly 
wicked have voluntarily put themſelves out of the 
reach of mercy, by preferring the eternal threats of 
eternal miſery, to the repeated opportunities and of- 
fers of infinit happineſs? And muſt the infinit juſ- 
tice of Gopy which requires an eternal ſatisfaction 
or an infinit offence, never take place; but always 
ſubmit to the infinit malice of an offender, who 
dares his juſtice} and contemm his, mercy? ſhock- 
ing illuſion! ers bn on ia 
gut how then (add they ) can the divine good- 
<6 neſs be vindicateo, in many inſtances, which are 
< of à nature undeniably evil, and which we, to 
our -own-/ſad» misfortune, feel particularly his 
. ſuffering: men to: fall into that direful condition, 
e into Which they precipitated ſoon after: the 
(oOtremion 22 oft tt, hh 20015517 5 02.2! 
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This our adverſaries-.themſelves anſwer, by re- 


funding all in the unſearchable goodneſs of Gov. 
«Ang this matter, they allow, may be placed in a 
light, where it willi be eaſy: to ſee that Auum, free- 
Jy deviatif | 7 
not but falÞ}ymotevil ; and that, having done To, it 
was but right, man's condition ſhould have a tinc- 
ture of the choice he had made. So chat what we 
dall juſtice, and they call ſeverity, is but the natural 


!effe& of the bad diſpoſition man has nidfe or lefs 


freely contracted. 01 nevi ton DAE 23617 1613 
Novi this iſſue, ſuꝝ by could ot be prevented; 


without iavertiag the order of things, ber 16, 


fan theyſcertainly miſt mean) 'man's free-will, 
Whereas ſuch an inverſion could not but have 
enbeen inconſiſtent with the divine goodneſs, 
#51 and might poſſibly have been a greater diſ- 
advantage to mankind; than any thing they have 
now to complain of. ?% nt 
--Quradverſaries will, by no means, have it con- 
fiſtent with the · divine goodneſs, to invert the order 
of things, as far as it may relate to man's free-will, 
becauſe they are parties concerryd in it themſelves, 
and ' are ſenſible what a miſerable ſtate they mult be 
in, was that order inverted, and man diveſted of li- 


a "en to good and evil. But, becauſe they are loth 
o ſubmit to the ill conſequences of their abuſing, 


thefehoity/he-was placed in, could. 


ERNITY 
and miſapplying that free-will; they would fain 
have Gop give-up the infinit ſatisfaction due to 
him for infinit offences, however inconſiſtent it be 
for His divine goodneſs, to invert the order of his 
juſtice and truth. Such are the groſs Inconſiſten- 
ctes attending on error and ignorance! | 
However, to remove this abſurdity out of ſight, 
they think it ſufficient'to ſay, that * What the di- 
© vihe goodneſs never fails in, is the ſetting all en- 
js: goo to work, tor repairing the damage man haz 
« Jone'biinſelf> 
Jt © 1. ſtrictly true; and ſo true, that he'ſpared 
not . oy, ro ſon, but facrificed him to the 
Time ineffable purpoſe. Yet, as this was done 
without inverting the order of things, and conſe- 
—_—_ without the' leaſt infringement upon man's 
free-will ; Man is ſtill left at liberty to make uſe of, 
or to reject, thoſe ang of reparation, as de plea- 
ſes: And, in conſequence of that liberty, he may 
either merit, by grace; the good effects of that re- 
aration; or muſt incur the erna, puniſhments 
ue to his obſtinacy, in reſiſting the engines which 
Gov ſet to work for that reparation: And it is in- 
conſiſtent with the order of Gop's goodneſs and 
W not to reward or puniſh him accordingly, 
r the o, gr. the other. 
But according Þ theſe falſe reaſoners, the repari- 
tion which. the'divine gvodnefs'does,. and muſt (et 
all engines to work for, is nothing leſs than à gene. 
ral reftoratian of all mankind. that, according 
to them, man muſt be abſolutely free to ſerve or 
flight his maker; and the Almighty Maker, in vir. 
tue of His prothiſe, muſt be be f. r und 
under an abſolute obligativh of rewarding the g 
with efernal rewards for his ſervice, and tho? he 1s 
infinit truth) muſt be abſolutely bound to make it 
up with the wicked, by a general reſtoration ; not 
withſtanding their having wilfully and'obſtinate!y 
offended him, in ſpite of His threatening them with 
eternal torments. Is there any conſiſtèncy in this? 
s'there —.— religion, equity, or even common 
enſe in it ? Is not this pulling G op from his throne, 
to rdife man, wretched man, to a more abſolute 
fate of freedom, than his Maker? Man muſt be in. 
finitly rewarded for finite uſeleſs ſervices : God mu 
not be infinifly ſatisfied for infinit inſvlts? Oh, hon 
true is it, that the tender mercier of the wicked ar! 
e | 
Vet the ſticklers againſt divine juſtice, are not con 
tented with ſtopping here: One aby/s call-on A 
tber; and they have no other refuge from the for- 
mer abſurdity, than by running into a worſe. They 
end te vindicare this ef-contra.iQing 2 
recurring to the purpoſe of the Creator, 
der all rom be 55 me This intention of the Al- 
thy, 


* mighty, ſay thy, it i certain, muſtfome tim; 0. 


- 


of the TORMENTS of HELL. 21 


« place: And ſince it obviouſly does not in this 
« life; it evidently follows, that it's accompliſhment 
« is reſerved for that to come.“ f 
I might anſwer this objection, with obſerving, 
that the wicked are generally happy in this life: 
They have already their reward, as our Saviour 
ſays: And as their wickedneſs intitles them to no 
farther reward; they have no room to expect any 
happineſs in the next life. But let us ſee to what 
length they carry their abſurdity. ; ag 
* Truly, tbey ſay, man being miſerable from his 
very birth, and even in the womb of his mother; 
* goodneſs, or indeed juſtice, requires that the 
« happineſs he was made to enjoy, ſhould infal- 
* libly be ſometime his portion. Nay, we may 
* even preſume, that boundleſs goodneſs will make 
© their tranſient ſtate of evil, an enhancement of 
© their final good: So that, by the experience of 
© pain, they will be luſceptible of more exquiſit 
te pleaſure than they could have been without taſt- 
* ing of it. Such are the prepoſterous lengths to 
which error leads a man, who is weak enough to be 
hoed-wink'd by it! If this were the caſe; who 
would not chuſe to be wicked ? For, does not this 
ſtem place the wicked upon a much better footing 
than the moſt faithful of Gop's ſervants ? the wick- 
ed are to engroſs all the, pleaſure and proſperity in 
this life, as it is undeniable matter of fact, that they 
nerally do; they may rebel againſt the laws of 
Go, and their reward is to be certain franſient 
torments, which ſhall enhance their eternal felieity: 
While, on the —— the good are to. ſuffer all 
manner of ills in this life, and when they have faith- 
fully obey'd the will of Gop, they are to be puniſh'd 
with a degree of happineſs, inferior to that of 
the wicked, for want of it's being enhanced by the 
like torments, to thoſe which the wicked tranſient- 
ly ſuffer'd. I call the tranſient torments of the 
wicked, a reward: For, in ſuch. caſe, they would 
be ſo, inaſmuch as 12 would be the means of en- 
hancement of eternal felicity ; as the felicity of the 


good could not but be a puniſhment, when compa- - 


red to the greater felicity they had unjuſtly loſt. I 


ſay unjuſtly ; for ſure the eternal felicity of the good 


ought rather to receive an enhancement, than that 
of the wicked. Hence, I hope, it appears. ſuffici- 
ently, what a motley attribute. our adverſaries, en- 
deavour to make the divine goodneſs, by excluding 
from it the eſſential conſiderations of his juſtice-and 
truth. How abſurd then muſt this notion of Gopꝰs 


f 


goodneſs appear, and how oppoſit to that of David, 


when he cry'd out: © Unto thee, O lord, belong- 
eth mercy.; for thou render iſt to every, man ae- 
** cording to his works.” | 
But, to anſwer this objection more directly, let 
us recall their own principles. The purpoſe of 
sr Mar. vi. | | 


* the Creator, to render all men happy, could not 


tend to invert the order of things: That being, 
according to their own ſyſtem, inconſiſtent with 
divine goodneſs. As therefore this purpoſe of Gop 
no ways infringes upon man's Free-wilt z. man 
could not be made happy, without being willing to 


be ſo. Go p's purpole therefore of making all men 


happy by their tree-will, leaves them perfectly free 
to be happy if they will zl but cannot force them to 


de fo, without inverting the order of things. And 


therefore Gop's purpoſe of making free-agents hap- 


py, is no ways fruſtrated by ſome free - agents never 


eing happy; Becauſe it was equally his purpoſe, 


that they ſhould be free to be happy, or miſerable, 


as they pleaſed. So that his intention always takes 
place in this world, as well as in the next. Inaſ- 


much as he intended, that if they perſevered in 


willing to be happy, they ſhould 


ſo eternally; 


and if they inffexibly will'd to be miſerable, they 


ſhould eternally be ſo. 


But to extricate themſelyes from this invincible 


chain of trutho, they ask: Would it not be wor- 


A thier of immenſe goodneſs, to exempt man from 
all manner of / puniſhment after this life; ſince 


he was form'd for bliſ??ꝰꝰꝰ?ꝛ 51 
Here they attempt ta anfwer themſelves: 
All the perplexity of this argument; /ay tbey, . 

ariſes from the narrowneſs of our own underſtan- 

dings; it amounts to this: Why did Gop make 
man a free - agent? For a. confined liberty, is no 

66 liberty.“ | 44 
And may not this anſwer be retoried on them- 


ſelves? Would it not be worthier of immenſe good- 
neſs, not to-ſuffer man to be eternally : miſerable, 
who was form'd for: eternal bliſs? No, it would 


not. Why did God make man a free- agent, but 
that he might be compleathy happy to all Eternity, 
by meriting ſo to be? And to do this muſt he not be 


free to do works worthy eternal life? But how 


could he be free to do the good commanded, with- 


out being free to deviate from it, and fo do evil? For - 
2 confined liberty, is no liberty. And is not the 
conſequence plain, that, if man, making uſe of his 


free - will, to obey the will of Gop, merits; in virtue 


of this divine promiſe, eternal felicity; he ſhould, , 


in like manner, deſerve eternal miſery in virtue of 
this divine threat, when he wilfully perſiſts in diſo- 


But the ſticklers againſt the Eternity of hell tor- - 
ments, think to elude the ſtrength of theſe: truths, . 
by quibbling about the terms, thoſe threats are ex- 
oro in. The terms never, ever; everlaſting, e- - 
* ternal, ſay they, are -plainly equivocal, of vari- 
« ous ſignifications, and frequently denote no 
more than a very long or indeterminate duration 

This is very true: But what. then? 

Why there is no neceſſity therefore, ſay 217 
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An abſurdity too great to! need any confutation 
The hapleſs wretches are entering upon the verge 
of eternity, loaded with their ſentence of everlaſting 
miſery ; and time, in the inſtant of it's deſtruQi- 
on: What other duration then have they to expect 
their miſeries to be meaſured by, than that of eter- 
\nity? Whither can they appeal from the /aft ſen- 
"tence, to be paſt upon them? Or, how can their e 
verlaſting miſery 


*** wiſe reaſoners, from their genuin import, to take 
ec them in a rigid and unlimited acceptation in thoſe 
+6 .places where they are made uſe of, to figure out 
_ © the puniſhments of the wicked,” 

Let us then ſee what appearance of reaſon there 
is for ſo voluntary and bold an aſſertion. 
In the firſt place then, I anſwer, that the doctrin 
of the eternity of hell- torments, is not merely built 
upon theſe and the like terms in holy-writ, but on 
the neceſſary connection of juſtice and truth, with 
merey in Gop; on the infinity of his nature, of 
man's malice, of the ſatisfaction due to the former 
from the latter; and on the inſufficiency of man to 
pay that infigit ſatis faction by any other means after 
death; than by the infinit duration of that ſatisfacti- 
on: All which demonſtrably prove the neceſſity of 
hell- torments being eternal. Wherefore, whether 
thoſe terms be equivocal or univocal: Whether they 
had been in holy writ or not; it would (lf be unal- 
terably true, that the infinit malice of the wicked 
-againſt an infinit being, muſt be atoned for by 4 ſa- 
-tisfaQion infinit in point ef duration, when the fi- 
nite nature of the offender would not admit of a ſa- 
-tisfaQion infinitin the bulk, which is the caſe of the 
wicked after death. Kitt 0 

In the-ntxt place, tho', where the ſacred ſcrip- 
ture ſpeaks of things in their nature temporal, and 
of tranſactions of this life, the terms never, ever, 
«everlaſting, eternal, and the' like, are, and muſt be 


taken in a leſs rigorous ſenſe, than the natural im- 


port of them implies, and can mean no more than a 
very long, or indeterminate duration ; becauſe eter- 
- nity cannot be brought within the compaſs of time: 
Yet, with regard to the future puniſhments of the 
wicked, they can be taken in no other than the ri- 
gorous and natural ſenſe of them. For this reaſon, 
the chief torments of the wicked will not begin to 
the end of the world; when their bodies and ſouls 
ſhall be united, to partake the reward they jointly 
contributed to deſerve. In tberend of the world, 
ſays Chriſt, Tbe angels! ſball ſever the wicked 
from among the juft, In the day of judgment, the 
- daft day, when time ſball be nd more, Chriſt tells us, 
that he will ſay to the wicked: Go ye curſeu, in- 
to everlaſting fire. What other ſenſe then can ever- 
| Jafting be here taken in, than the rigorous and na- 
- tural one. Can everlaſting mean no more than a 
very long and indeterminate duration, hen ſpoken 
at à period, When time is at an end, and on the 
point of being abſorb'd in eternity, in the'twinkling 
-of an eye Fo | 
Beſides is not this confeſſedly the Ja/? judg- 
ment How then can the ever/efting torments, t 
criminals are condemn'd- to, be revoked by ar 
judgment poſterior to it ? Can the laft-fentence ul. 
fer an appeal? If ſo ; it is the /aſt, and not the /af? : 
Mattl. xiii, + Matt. xviii. 


be revoked, without a freſh ſen- 
tence, which, after the /aſ?, there is no room for? 
Again, St. Jobn, * tells us, that the devil, the 


: beaſt, and the falſe prophet, ſhall be «tormented in 


the lake of fire and brimſtone for- ever and ever. 
And the very ſame expreſſton he makes uſe of in the 
laſt chapter; to exprels the duration of the felicityof 
the good: They ſhall reign for-ever and ever. 8. 
Fobn makes no difference between the duration of 
the Felicity of the good, and the miſery of the wict- 
ed. The expreſſions are equally ſtrong, nay, the ve- 
ry ſame; and can be wreſted to no other than the 
rigorous and natural ſenſe of them. From all 
which it evidently appears, that the abovemention'd 
terms muſt be taken in their rigid and unlimited u- 
* in thoſe places, where they are mai: 
4 eo, to figure out the future puniſhments of the 
-wicked.+ AEDT IO GH | 

Still do theſe enemies to divine juſtice and truth 
(unwilling barefacedly to deny the invincible evi- 


dence of ſacred ſcripture) attempt to wreſt Gov's 


word to their own purpoſe, and pretend to produce 
many texts, capable of deſtroying the genuin ſenſe 
of thoſe we have alledged. | 

Fir, our Saviour Chriſt is faid, in the Aer 
4 of the *apoftles 1 to come to reftore all things 


Then, ſay they, a general reſtoration of al, 


& both good and wicked, muſt and will be brought 
CC about.” 

This I have already anſwer'd, in what I have ſaid 
to the allegation of Gop's creating all to be hapy)- 
For tho? - Chriſt came to reſtore all; let it till be 
remember'd, that he came not to invert the ur- 
der of things, nor conſequently, to deſtroy man? 
free-will: And therefore, tho? his general delign 
and end was the reſtoration of All; yet it was to be 
a reſtoration of free-agents, and in courſe muſt n. 
clude a liberty in «thoſe free-agents, to benefit by 
this reſtoration or not. And thus his intention 
no ways fruſtrated by ſuch as reject his reftor 5 

But St. Paul exprefly ſays: $ As in Adam 4 
"<< die, even fo in Chriſt ſhall a// be made * 
Therefore, ſay our adver faries, as it 15 paſt + 

«: diſpute; that in Adam all die; it is no leſs certam, 
«© that in Chriſt a// ſhall be made alive. i 
But is it not plain, from the ver) words them 


' *" Revel,xx.. | cer to thi 
+ Seethe preface, y. x5, for a farther apſver io th 
(objection. I Chap. iii. v. 21. 1 Coy. flees, 
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ſelves, that the apoſtle here compares not only the 


means, but the manner of uſing them? How did 
all die in Adam, but by the abuſe of free-will? And 
can all be made alive in Chriſt, in any other manner 
than by a right uſe of that free-will? The words of 
St. Paul then, import no more than, that, as all, by 
free-will, died in Adam, their wills being eminently 
contain'd in his; ſo, even ſo (ſays the apoſtle) bat 
is, in the ſame manner, ſhall a/ be made alive in 
Chriſt by their free-will. But dare our adverſaries 
advance, that Chriſt came to force men to life a- 

inſt their will? Or dare they ſay, that it is con- 
dent with his infinit juſtice and truth, or conſe- 
quently, with his mercy, to redeem to life, ſuch as 
inflexibly perſiſt in rejecting his redemption and 
mediation 1 

gBut (ay our adverſaries) the words of the a- 


* poſtle * are a ſtrong confirmation of this {pretend- 
i* ed) reſtoration : / 


laſt enemy that ſball be de- 
« flroy'd is death. Is the ſeparation of the foul 
© from the body the death here deſign'd? No 
* (ſay they) for after the coming of Chriſt, there 
„ ſhall be no more room for that.“ 

A pretty reaſon to be aſſign'd by men in their ſen- 
ſes ! Becauſe, after Chriſt's coming, which is the 
end of time, there ſhall be no more room for the ſe- 
paration of the ſoul from the body ; therefore that 
ſeparation cannot be the laſt enemy deſtroy'd ! 

To give a ſtronger inſtance of their wiſdom, or 
rather weakneſs, theſe ſticklers for a general reſto- 
ration, alledge a farther proof of the death here 
mention'd- not — temporal: Which is (/ay 
** they) that the inſpired writer ranks it among the 
enemies of Goo: Whereas temporal death is 
really his ſervant.” | 

But let me ask theſe ſophiſters: Whether the 
death of the Son of Gop, could be call'd a friend - 
ſhip done him? And is not the ſeparation of ſoul 
and body ſtill an enemy to Gop, while it debars 
his beloved elect of the full enjoyment of the blifs 
they are deſtin'd to? True indeed it is, that death 
1s his ſervant, employ'd in executing his orders: So 
s the devil. But is either leſs oppoſit to the final 
end of his goodneſs? What egregious trifling then 
are our adverſaries compell'd to have recourſe to 

The 54 verle is a plain confutation of their 


miſ- conſtruction oſ this text: Where the apoſtle ex- 


preſly ſays: When this mortal ſball bave put on im- 
mortality ; then ſball be brought to paſs the ſaying 


which is written: Death ſball be ſwallowed up in 


victory. Here the apoſtle in plain terms tells us that, 
when immortality ſhall render the ſoul and 


inſeparable ; then death, that is, that ſeparation of 
foul and body ſhall ceaſe. Yet theſe confident tri- 
flers are not aſham'd to quote this very verſe, to prove 
that St. Pau / does not mean by death the ſeparation 


Do 1. Cor. ver, 26. 


of ſoul and body. Was a child to reaſon in this man- 
ner, our adverſaries themſelves would think a rod 
more proper, than arguments to confute him. 

Neverthelefs they lay great ſtreſs on the excla- 
mation of St. Paul: Oh death]! Where is thy ſting ! 
Oh! grave ! where is thy victory? If death 
and the grave, (ſay they) have no other ſting 
than fin, and this ſting muſt be deſtroy'd ; does 
„Ait not thence follow, that hell, which depends 
«© altogether upon it, muſt be deſtroy'd alſo?” 
Who told our adverfaries that fin will be deſtroy'd' 
* Not the apoſtle. He only afks a queſtion, 
which he himſelt has ſolved. Sin is paſs'd into im- 
mortal fubjects; who before were mortal, but now 
are immortalized, and their fin with them; Death 
conſequently has loſt it's ſting in immortality, and 
therefore muſt ceaſe. But does it therefore follow 
that ſin muſt alſo ? No, on the contrary :- Sin is the 

etual worm of the wicked, which fhall never 
die in their inflexible hearts: But when it is ſepara- 
ted by a ſtate of immortality from natural death; 
that death itſelf muſt die, and have no more domi- 
nion over them. Welt then might- the' apoſtle 
cry out: Ob death ] where is thy ling? 

Thus far I have anſwer'd theſe miſtaken advo- 
cates for unjuſt merey, according to their own ſenſe 
of the apoſtle's words But if they will allow us 
the liberty of underſtanding death, in a ſomething 
more than literal fenſe, as it is a ſeparation of the 
man from Gop,, the fountain of all life, and not a: 
meer ſeparation of ſoul and body; it muſt be own'd,. 
that the unhappy objects of divine wrath are eter-- 
nally ſubject to a ſecond more (oh infinitely more ) 
dreadful death, the ſting of which they muſt and 
will perpetually feel. However, as this does not 
ſeem to be the apoſtle's meaning in the paſſage in 
queſtion, where he is manifeſtly talking of temporal 
death, the only death which could loſe it's ſling, and 
which he tells us receiv'd its ſing,” that is, all it's 
power, from ſin; it is pain, that the apoſtle's ſenſe 
muſt be that in which the ſoundeſt part of divines 
and interpreters have underſtood: him; and that he 
is ſpeaking with reference to thoſe thrice happy: 
ſaints, who triumph over death by”a glorious refur-- 
rection to immortal felicity. Neither can St. PauPs . 
words be naturally applied to any other ſenſe, as ap- 
pears from what immediately precedes : Death: is- 


ſwallows up in victory: Which is ſtrictiy true in 


thoſe bleſſed ſouls; ſince in them death abſolutely 
loſes it's ting, that is, all the power. it received 
from ſm; that is, in a word, the power of. ſepara- 
ting their bodies and ſouls, and keeping them from 
their ultimate perfect union in Gop- But what 
does all this infer againſt the Eternity of HelE-for-- 
mentis | 
Yet St. Paul is-farther quoted in the firff to the 

Coloſſians, * 5+ Where he declares the good plea - 

* 1d. ver. 20 · fure-: 


24 «© 
& ſure of God, ſay they, in ſending his ſon into 
e the world to be, that by bim be might reconcile 
e all things to bimſelf? | 
But was this to be done by inverting the or- 
.der of things, or by any infringement on man's free- 
will? No... . This our adverſaries own to be incon- 
ſiſtent with divine goodneſs: And therefore I ſhall 
content - myſelf with the anſwer I have already 
given to the like kind of argument. 
* But. the ſame apoſtle, in the ſame chapter, 
& calls Chriſt, ** the firſt-born of every creature, 
ce that in all things he might have the pre-emi- 
< nence.” 
Very true; And is he not? No one denies him 
to have the ſame ſovereign pre-eminence over the 
powers of hell, as over the good, and the powers 
of heaven. What then? Muſt the wicked there- 
fore be reſtored, whether they will or not ? 
« Yes, ſay our triflers: Becauſe in the xvith. 
© Verſe it is ſaid, that all things that were made 
„ by him, were alſo created for him.” 
This is undoubted truth, but no ways concludes 
for our adverſaries; unleſs they can prove that 
Chriſt is not glorified in his juſtice to the wicked, 
as well as in his bounty to the good, which they 
will find a difficult taſk to engage in. Chriſt, as I 
"have already ſaid, created all tor his glory: And, 
whether, by their free choice, they become eter- 
nally happy, or eternally wretched ; as he provided 
all with means to enjoy felicity, he is equally to be 
glorified : Inaſmuch as unto him © belongeth mer- 
cy; for he renders to every man according to 
1 . 
f IS A u 
% of 8 Now if the firſt fruits be 
* holy; the lump alſo is hol): And if the root be 
% holy; ſo are the branclies.”” * 
I heartily wiſh theſe fond quoters of St. Pau] 
would be fair in their quotations. If they were; 
they would quote the whole ſenſe of him, and not 
Rifle what deſtroys the tenet they mean to ſupport. 
St. Paul here talks of the bulk and branches, while 
they continue in the ſame perfection with the firſt 
fruits. But then he .expreſly tells us, that ſome 
branches are cut-off, * Well, ſays the apoſtle, be- 
e cauſe of unbelief they were broken-off ; But 
% thou ſtandeſt by faith. Be not high-minded, 
*E but fear: For if Gop ſpared not the natural 
, branches; take heed, leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. 
„ Behold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of 
* Gop : On them which fell, ſeverity ; but to- 
„ wards thee goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
% goodneſs.” What is there in all this text, to fa- 
vour a general reſtoration of the wicked.? St. Paul 
tells us that Chriſt, the firſt fruit, is holy, and the 
bulk and branches are the ſame, while they are like 
Rom. xi. 
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off: He tells us (Gentiles) that we are ingrafted in 


that to them, who uſe their free-will to fall, he 


: „ Chriſt is the firſt fruits 


him. But then he tells us that there are many 
branches, which, for want of that likeneſs, are cut 


their place; and while we perſiſt in a likeneſs to 
him, we ſhall partake of his holineſs : But bids us 
beware not to imitate thoſe perverſe natural branch - 
es, the Jews, who were cut-off thro? unbelief. For 
that Gop is good, but then he is juſt too: And 


deals ſeverity; as he does goodneſs to them, who 


are free to perſevere. Indeed, he afterwards tells 
us, that the Jews, if they abide not in their unbelieſ, 

ſball be grafted-in again: But they are left to their th 
free-will to be ingratted, or not; and if they rejed ol 
it, muſt they not be cut-off for- ever? th 
No, ſay our adverſaries, Chriſt aſt'd all the ar 
© ends o the earth for bis inberitance; * and H 
% qwhy, but to reconcile them to Gop? * pl 
But let me aſk them in turn: Did Chriſt aſk to of 
reconcile free-agents with prejudice to their free- in 
dom? * No (tbey muſt anſwer me): This is in- m⸗ 
* conſiſtent with divine goodneſs.” Then they ter 
are already anſwer'd. For if free-agents, whom thi 
he pray'd and ſtrove to reconcile, inflexibly with- far 
ſtand his reconciling meditaion; can he, in juſtice, aw 
or mercy, force them to reconciliation ? ſuch weak na) 
refuges are our adverſaries reduced to! the 
et theſe disfigurers of Gop's juſtice, truth, ma 

and mercy think they have another ſtrong hold to ( 
retire to, in the 5/6 to the Romans; Where he 
% (Jay they) the words of the apoſtle are very gre: 
„clear: As, by one man's diſobedience, many Jud, 
% were made ſinners; ſo, by the obedience of one by 
* man, many were made righteous, The word ſha] 
mant, in this place (continue they) undoubted)) fire 
. comprehends all mankind. il were made fin for. 
ners by Adam: Therefore all ought to be made into 
&« righteous by Jeſus Chriſt, ” as li 
To this I anſwer, firſt, that it is falſe that al And 
were made ſinners by Adam, for Chriſt himſelf refſe 
was not: Secondly, all are not to be made righteous to la 
in a different manner than they were made ſinneri that 
Wherefore, as they were not made ſinners with For 
prejudice to their free-will; they are not to be all, 
made righteous unleſs they pleaſe: And, conſe- 1 = 
quently, as it is too ſadly true, that many have _ 
not made uſe of their free-will to be made righte- OD 
ous by him; it is ſadly as true, that many will not we 
made righteous by his obedience. Many then car 's bis 
not ſtand here for all mankind. And tho' all de we? 
not become righteous ; Chriſt's good intention! the 0 
not thereby fruſtrated: As he intended not 1 reſus. 
vert the order of things, or force the free-agenc of * 
of man. Nor will it be to their purpoſe to me bez 
what the apoſtle adds in the ſame chapter, * ra 
where fin abounded, grace did much more abound. * 
| a 
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For by this he meant no more than to diſplay the 
riches and ſtrength of God's grace, in oppoſition 
to the poverty and weakneſs of man's free-will. 
Man's will yielded, and let fin abound, notwith- 
ſtanding that he met with no reſiſtance, but what 
he had power to conquer: whereas the more 
abundant grace of Chriſt conquer'd the heart of man, 
notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of his free-will, by 
moving bim, as St. N ſays ſomewhere, to 
do willingly what be bad a free-will to do. 

Thus fie I have anſwer'd, I hope, to the ſatisfac- 
tion of all unprejudiced minds, the moſt material 
objections, which are, or can be, brought againſt 
the eternity of hell torments; and exploded the falſe 
and dangerous doctrin of a general reſtoration. 
Heaven forbid I ſhould be ſo cruel to conceive any 
pleaſure in the refle&ion on the endleſs torments 
of my fellow-creatures. No. Could I, without 
injuring the juſtice, truth, and mercy of my divine 
maker, change their eternal puniſhment into a 
temporal one; I ſhould be as willing to do it as 
the moſt (pretendedly) compaſſionate of my adver- 
ſaries. But muſt the divine attributes be reaſon'd 
away, to make room for unmerited, unaccepted, 
nay rejected compaſſion? Or will the aſſerting 
the torments of hell to be only temporal, ſuffice to 
make them ſo ? | 

Gop has expreſly acquainted us, that, when 
he takes away the impenitent with his ſtroke, a 
great ranſom cannot deliver them; ---- that he will 
judge them by the number of his years, that is, 
by his eternity; ---- that the portion of their cup 
ſhall be fire and brimſtone; an everlaſting lake of 
fire and brimſtone, which ſhall torment them 
for-ever and ever; — that he will take them off 
into it, in a whirlwind, living in his wrath, and 
as living as his wrath, and the fire kindled therein: 
And leſt in our infirmity we ſhould, with David, 
reflect on his mercy in ſo doing, he warns us not 
to lay too great a ſtreſs on his mercy alone, for 
that it is inſeparable from his juſtice and truth. 
For tho? he is “ flow to anger, and plenteous in 
„ Mercy; yet his truth endureth to all generations, 

and both ſhall go inſeparably before his face: 
Inaſmuch as he is ever, and in all reſpects, a juſt 
God, as well as a Saviour, and 4 falſe balance is 
as great an abomination to him, as a juſt weight 
is bis delight. We are aſſured, that in the laſt 
wh when time ſhall ceaſe, and eternity, fathom- 
leſs eternity, take place; he will come to judge 
the good and bad: That the former ſhall riſe to the 
reſurrection of life, the latter to the reſurrection 
of damnation: And that his judgment will be juſt, 
when he ſhall ſay to the former ., Come, ye bleſ- 
ſed, &c; and to the latter 3. Go, ye curſed, into 


everlaſting Fire. A dreadfu ſentence this, and ſo 


much the it wi 
Vor N as it will be the Ja ſentence, 
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which conſequently can admit of no appeal. Yet, 
all dreadful as it is, is not God to be glorified in 
it for the equity of his judgment? Yes, ſurely he 
is, and for his mercy too. : 


What (at once) more equitable and merciful, 
than to render to every-one according to his work ? 
God moſt liberally, without any intereſt to him- 
ſelf, created men —— that they might be 
ſharers in his eternal felicity, and enjoy happineſs 
in their own right, by purchaſing it of Gop. And 
to help them forward to this end, enter'd into a 
gracious covenant with them, in virtue of which 
they might become entitled to the bliſs they were 
created for. And to induce them to fulfil their 
part of the covenant, and thereby lay his divine 
goodneſs under an ineffable tie of mercy and juſtice 
to fulfil his part, he promiſed eternal joy to their 
obedience, and threaten'd their diſobedience with 
eternal woe: adding a ſufficient portion of grace 
and means to win and allure this free-will to the 
better choice, and to wean it from preferring pre- 
ſent precarious empty fleeting pleaſures, to future, 
certain, ſolid and never ending joys. What more 
could a juſt Gop do? And what leſs could he do 
as a merciful one, than leave the free-will of man, 
whom he had thus ſtrengthen'd, uncontroul'd in 


it's choice? If then, after all this, man inflexibly 


perſiſts in preferring eternal wretchedneſs to eter- 
nal happineſs; is it not equally merciful to ſentence 
him to what he prefers? But how much brighter 
ſtill does this mercy appear; when we ſee the di- 
vine bounty affording him freſh means of revok- 
ing his choice, by ſacrificing his only ſon, and 
offering to accept his blood, as a mediation and 
atonement for the former. obſtinacy of man in re- 
jeQing the grace and means to ſalvation; which he 
might have made uſe of but rejected? What ſhall 
we ſay? when we ſee man obſtinately bent to re- 
fuſe this ineffable condeſcenſion? We muſt own, 
that his malice and perverſity is an infinit inſult to 
the infinit goodneſs of Gop, and that Gop ſhews 
himſelf a merciful being, in not controuling the ob- 
ſtinate wretch ; and ſhews himſelf a juſt one in-re- 
quiring the infinit ſatisfaction due for the infinit 
inſult committed againſt him. And ſince that in- 
finit ſatisfaction can be paid no other way than 
infinit duration; the conſequence will be, that it 
behoves Gop, as a juſt and merciful being, to de- 
cree the offender thoſe eternal torments he has been 
pleaſed inflexibly to make choice of. | 
All the arguments brought to prove the contra- 
ry, tend only to IEG and Truth in God, 
or free-will in Man: Both which being more than 
viſible abſurdities, carry their own confutation-with 
them. And the texts of ſcripture wreſted g inſt 
the orthodox doctrin of the eternity of bell-tor- 
D | ments, 


- 


as On the ETERNITY 


menty; are ſuch as only ſerve: to confirm the belief 
of it: They tend on one h andł to juſtify the Divine 
Merey in inflicting them, by pointing out the Fa- 
tience of Gop, and the riches of bis. goodneſs, 
which: leads the wicked to repentance, by forbear- 
ance, long-fuffering, and offering them efficacious 
means of reconciliation ;, and, on the other hand, 
render the wicked inexcuſable in deſpiſing the 
riches of his goodneſs, and, after their bardneſs 
and impeni tent bearts, treaſuring-up to themſelves 
wrath. unta.the day of wrath and revelation of the 
nigbteous judgment of God, who will: render to 
cer man eccording to his deeds. 
- And now; I preſume, I have fully demonſtrated- 
the. neceſſity of admitting the eternity of hell-tor- 
ments: to be perfealy conformable, not only with 
the juſtice and truth, but even with the mercy of 
Gon; and have proved the conſiſtency of 2 
tiin by ravelation from Scripture, according to the 
evident import of it's words, and the ſenſe in 
Which the Fathers ha ve underſtood them; by right 
nenſon, from. the nature of the inſinit offended, of 
the fiuite offender, and of the infiuit ſatisſaclion 
due to; the former: from the /atter ; and, finally, 
| ae Hog objections which our adverſaries make 
inl it. 
om long then, O miſguided triflers, wifl ye 
parſiſt in your error? How. long will ye ſhut he 
ayes of your underſtanding to the full- beaming rays: 
of God's ineffable. truth? And, how long will ye 
be cruel in the falſe tenderneſs of your mercies ? 
Or, ſay, Chriſtians! Will you. ſuffer the reaſona- 
bleneſs of your faith to give way to the quibbles 
and abſurdities of thefe enemies to truth and rea- 
ſon? Can you anſwer it to your own conſciences, 
to join ſuch a feeble troop. in the attempt of pull- 


ing Gon, from his throne of judgment and juſtice, 


to. ſet· up the powers of vice in his ſtead, and give 
. wickedneſs, rebellion and anarchy, a more exten- 
Gye andireſiities dominion? No, rather let us glo- 
rify Gop-in all his ways: Let us acknowledge the 
nfaGficie of our underſtandings, to. fathom his 
unſearchable myſteries: And, if, hitherto, we have 
conceived any notions unworthy: ſo adorable a be- 
ing; let 'us. confeſs our infirmity- with- Davide 
With, him, let us praiſe and magnify thee, and 
gratefully own,. that unto. thee, O Lord, belongeth 


mercy ; for thau rendereſt to.every-one according te 


his work: 


What. then, Ehriſtians, remains fer us to do, 


but ſeriouſly. ta weigh the conſequences flowing. 
from theſe. infallible truths? The horror, with 
which you ought to look down on the miſeries of a 


future, unhappy ſtate, ſufficiently. appears from: 


the extraordinary pains which evil men take in at- 
tempting to argue away the eternity of them. 
Why all this labour to diſprove the eternity of hell- 


torments ? Can it ariſe from any other ſource than 
a corroding conſciouſneſs of deſerving them ? When 
a man, in any purſuit, is in danger of what he can- 
not conceive withont dread and diſmay ; if he will 
continue his career, he has but one of theſe two 
means, to have recourſe to either, to remove the 
danger, or to leflen his fears. Hence, when à man, 
in the ſearch of pleaſures, forbidden by his Maker, 
reflects on the terrors of a future ſtate conſequential 
to his lawleſs purſuit; what has he to do, but, ei- 
ther to remove the danger by relinquiſhing that 
purſuit, or to lull his fears by leſſening the [- of 
the object which creates them? Thus wicked men, 
who are inflexibly bent on their pfeaſures, will not 
make choice of the former, and, therefore muft 
have recourſe to the latter. Puniſhments, they 
are ſure, will, one day, be their portion; and ve- 
ry ſevere ones. The voice of guilt, loudly found- 
ing in their conſcience, with perpetual dins, leaves 
them» no room to doubt of it, But then, thoſe pu- 
niſhments are future ones, of an undetermined na- 
ture; and are not fo obvious to their ſenſes as the 
preſent pleaſures they have in view; and, therefore 
not ſo. ſtriking What then have they to do? Re- 
linquiſf their 3 and remove the danger, they 
will not: Purſue their pleaſures while the terrors 
of ſuch, and ſo certain, r ſtare them in 
the face, they cannot: This terror, therefore, is to 
be deſtroy'a, by changing the idea of it's object. 
While they look upon the miſtries, they fear, as 
eternal, everlaſiing, and without' end; their rea- 
fon, however corrupt, tells them, that fleeting 
pleaſures cannot be worth purfuing at the expence 
of eternal” wretchednefs: And;. as the will cannot 
embrace any object, nor come to any choice with- 
out direction from the mind; they are kept in ſuſ- 
youu between the inflexibly fancied good, and ths 

aded evil; But, as ſoon as the terrifying conſi- 
deration of: eternity is removed from. the idea of 
thoſe miſeries; the terror vaniſhes along with it: 
Fleeting- miſeries are not ſtrong enough to deter 
them from the purſuit of ffeeting pleaſures: Theſe 
are preſent, determin'd and ſtriking: Thoſe, but 
future, undetermin'd, and unable to ſtrike the ſen- 
ſco, . becauſe not obvious to them: And, therefore, 
that the will; irrevocably: bent on the violation 0 
Gon's laws, in the purſuit of N pleaſures 
in ſpite of all his promiſes and threats, may. not 2 
ſtopt in itꝰꝭ career; corrupt reaſon is calld-in t 
it's. aid, in · order to remove idea of the e- 
nity of bell-torments in favour of vice. 

Such are the wretched grounds on which are 
riiſed the batteries agaioſt the: eternity of hell 
ments. But, alas, how indifcreetly do the wicke 
act Since the eternity of theſe torments is ſo hor- 
rible to them to conceive; why will they not ra 


cher deſtroy both the miſerable erer ni, px 
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miſeries of it, by deſtroying, in themſelves, that 
wickedneſs which may, otherwiſe, be the cauſe of 
both ? Muſt they not be obliged to own this a more 
effectual and ſurer way of doing it, than by barely 
attempting to deſtroy the belief of it? Whether 
thoſe torments are to be eternal or not; ſure they 
are, that they will be proportion'd to their crimes, 
and inexpreflibly greater than the pleaſure thoſe 
crimes are capable of giving. But, if they ſhould 
be, as it evidently appears they mult be, eternal; 
how wretched will not their caſe be; when ſad ex- 
perience ſhall, with feeling, dreadfully feeling de- 
monſtration, convince them of their error | How 
will not they then wiſh, and wiſh in vain, that they 
had not ſuffer'd their minds to be beguiled by the 
corruption of their hearts! And how, alas, will 
they curſe the time, when they deluded themſelves 
and others, by attempting to diſprove the eternity 
of thoſe torments, which, irrevocable, immutable, 
eternal juſtice, forces them (but, ah, too late!) 
to own and feel, without remedy, without mea- 
ſure, and without end! What will quibbles then 
avail them? Will they ſerve to remove their miſe- 
ries, or revoke their Cannes? No, they will only 
ſerve to redouble their wretchedneſs, by adding to 
it the ſociety of others, whom their illuſions ſhall 
contribute to make as wretched as themſelves. 
Notwithſtanding the univerſal belief of all ages, 
nations and religions, in the eternity of miſeries 
allotted to the wicked; ſome men are ſo irrevoca- 


bly bent on vice, as not to be thereby deterr*d from 


committing evil, How much wider then will not 
wickedneſs ſpread it's dominion ; ſhould the dan- 


gerous, daring doctrin prevail, which aſſerts thoſe 


miſeries not to be eternal ? Some, indeed, there 
are, it is to be hoped, virtuous enough to purſue 
the dictates of conſcience and religion, indepen- 
dently on any fears of eternal torments, ſpirited by 
a more generous love and gratitude to their Maker 
and Redeemer. But how many more are not there 
_ the degenerate race of mankind, whom no- 
wy eſs than an eternity of puniſhments will de- 
ter trom offending him? They, whom an eternity 
of torments will not reſtrain from committing ſome 
inſults againſt Gop, would refrain from none, were 
thoſe torments to. be changed into temporal. And 
thoſe whom nothing but eternal miſery can kcep 
in order, how ſhall temporal puniſhment render 
ſubje& to Gop's laws? What an endleſs multipli- 
cation of ſins and ſinners muſt neceſſarily enſue 


en; ſhould the ſcandalous ſyſtem of a general. 


reſtoration, in defiance of eternal truth and juſtice, 
obtain credit? 

But, ſurely, O beloved fellow-creatures, you 
will ſhew yourſelves more worthy of that grace, 
that reaſon, and that good ſenſe, with which Hea- 
ven has endow'd you, than to ſubje& it to abſur- 
dity? Surely, O Chriſtians, you will ſhew your- 
ſelves more grateful to your Gon than to rob him 
of his power, to beſtow it on vice? Shall the al- 
mighty Creator have made man out of nothing, to 
be eternally happy; and not have a right topuniſh 
him infinitly for infinitl 2 
ing, him? Chriſtians !: It you have any ſenſe of gra- 
titude in you; you will not allow that a worm, a 
reptil, a nothing, ſhall dare to inſult this infinit 
Being, without deſerving an infinit puniſhment. 
Shall you, in return for his having made you what 

ou are, attempt to make him leſs than what he 
is? Shall you, to ſcreen. a rebellious inſe& from 
the infinit puniſhment he deſerves for the infi-- 
nit inſult he has inflexibly perſiſted in againſt 
his Maker, diveſt Gop of that immutable truth 
and juſtice which are inſeparable from his mercy? 
Heavens forbid ! The littleneſs and contemptibility 
of the offender, rather enhance. than excuſe the 
guilt of his offence. . So much the more diminutive 
the perſon, who dares offend this infinit Being, and 
ſo much the more dependent he is on this Bein 3 
ſo much the greater malice, arrogance and guilt, 
that littleneſs argues in the offender... For, how- 
ever frail he be by nature; Gop has provided him 
with ſufficient means to raiſe him above the frailty 
of nature. This then is more than ſufficient to 
render every criminal inexcuſable, who inflexibly 
perſiſts in offending him; and to vindicate the di- 
vine mercy, from every ſhadow- of cruelty, in pu- 
niſhing, with eternal torments, the infinit malice 
of crimes, committed in defiance of his grace. Ah, 
let us never, therefore, preſume to harbour the 
leaſt thought of ſiding with ſuch malicious offen- 
ders againſt ſo lenitive a judge. No: Rather let 
us praiſe and glorify this equitable, merciful judge, 
as well in. the eternal torments he inflicts on the 
wicked, as in the never-ending felicity he beſtows 
on the good. Yes, we will: O juſt and gracious - 
Gop. We will magnify-thee in thy deeds without 
ceaſing; We. will give thee glory, praiſe, and 
thanks without meaſure ? And will own aloud, that 
unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy :- For thou+ 
rendereſt to every man according to bis work... 
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In the Name of the FATHER, 
And of the SON, 
And of the HOLY-GHOST. 


UT! Where is the Son?---The eternal Fa- 
ther had a Son; a dear, an only, Son: This, 
to our joy, we know. For in this bath the charity 
of Gop appear'd among us, that be ſent down bis 
only begotten Son into the world that we may live 

bim. What then became of this God's dear, 

op's only Son?---Alas, Chriſtians l he laid down 
his precious life, that life ſo nece for us to 
live by : In ſhort, he was aſſaſſinated. The Son of 
God aſſaſſinated? Stupendous paradox | The au- 
thor of our life, deceaſed | Can it be poſſible ?--- 
Yes: Witneſs celeſtial 1 Earth and Hell! 
Do ye bear witneſs, that t 


e author of our beings, 
to reſcue from eternal woe our life, laid down his 
own. Too well; too well, to your ſorrow, do Ye 
know it : For, now is the judgment of the world; 
(of thee, oh earth!) Now ſhall the prince of this 


world (even thou, oh Lucifer ! be caſt. forth. f-— 


Unheard of myſtery ! But when did this ſovereign 
ſource of life dry-up ? When did this our foul-creat- 
ing breath depart ?----At the ninth hour.----For 
whom did he part with a life ſo precious?---Ah ! 
for us, his uſeleſs creatures; for us poor, worthleſs, 
vile, enormous (and to ſay all in one) ungrateful 
ſinners. How then did he part with that dear, in- 
valuable life ?---Inhumanly mangled on a ſhameful 
croſs.---Oh abyſs of uninveſtigabſe myſteries | Who, 
and what was this mangled Author of our lives ?--- 


Already I have told you: The eternal Son of an 


eternal Father, the ſpotleſs Lamb of Gop; his 
Self, both perfect Gop and perfect man.---Hes- 
vens! What monſters then were his executioners ? 


* St. Jobn iv. 1. + St. John xii. 31. 


heretofore prompted me to rouze your expectation, 


my ſad heart | what wrongs has't thou ever done 


O 


M 


---Our iniquities. Was there no cauſe then in 
him, for which he was condemn'd to ſlaughter? 
—- Yes.---Although his enemies had none to al- 
ledge ; although the very. judge, who ſentenced 
him, could find none in him; the cauſe was ob- 
vious. His ſpotlefs innocence, and ardent love for 
us, were the unpardonable crimes, which render'd 
him obnoxious to the world. Horror] keep back: 
Too early do'ſt thou ruſh upon us. Say: How 
was this ſacrilegious ſlaug ter, this daring deicide, 
effected Ah, Heavens! What ſhall I anfwer? 
Where ſhall I find the faculty of ſpeech, while 1 
5 how the eternal Word once loſt the uſe 
of his. 

Yet, brethren, ſpeak I muſt and will, whatever 
ſtruggles it may coſt me, to tell you how your gra- 
cious God and mine was butcher'd. This is the 
melancholy tale I have ſo often invited you to hear, 
and promiſed to relate. To-day the honour of the 
injured deity demands it of me: To- day the piety 
ot your impatience calls for it: 'To-day the ſame 
zealous wiſhes for your eternal welfare, which 


bid me gratify it, in ſpite of all the yearnings of a 
breaſt brim-full of woe. Oh fortitude !' be faithful 
at this juncture, when the waters of a juſt diſtreſy, ß 
bave enter'd-in even to my ſoul, * Keep back the. 
flood of pity pouring in upon me, that I may pas 
dry-eyed through this red ſea of ſorrows.” Oh re- 

ſolution! if ever thou was't needful to me, it is 
now; when I muſt view my Gov (and even ſhew. 
him to theſe poor ſympathizing Chriſtians) expiring 
with excels of pain, yet not expire myſelf, Oh, 


E. „ 
9 


= 


me, that I ſhould thus reſolve to lord it over thy toa. 
juſtified affliction, by forcing thee, with more than 
ſavage cruelty, to ſtifle all thy tenderneſs, and bleed 
* 7 Ixviii. 1. 1 9 9 
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in filent anguiſh ? Muſt thou, in puniſhment of all 
thy paſt revolts, be now debarr'd the common privi- 
lege; which every ſinful breaſt, but thine, enjoys, of 
drowning former guilt in preſent tears? While eve- 
t of nature, elſe, is now indulged the harm- 

leſs bent of feeding hungry grief with penitential 
oans; muſt thou, ſole tyrant over thy own be- 


| +; impriſon all thy ſorrows to ſet this tongue at 


liberty ? 

What can we behold (let me look round) which 
does not call aloud rather for tears than words. The 
Heavens, in their way, excite us to general mourn- 
ing: The ſun itſelf, on this day, cloath'd itſelf with 
the mantle of gloom, in a ſolemn eclipſe: And all 
nature ſeem'd wedded to ſorrow. The ſoul of eve- 


| at liberty to vent that concern in a flood of tri- 


dulation: And to warrant the ſilent eloquence of all 


ber children's tears, at this holy ſeaſon the holy 
Chutch, my ſacred weeping mother, gives us to un- 
derſtand, by her ſad, mute ſolemnities, that her 

nal. ſpouſe, her ſole beloved, breathed-out his 
—— ſoul upon a ſhameful gibbet, between a cou- 
ple of thieves, in ſight of a tumultuous, numerous 

pulace, amidſt al the outrages of a harden'd 
Jof .blood-thirſty butchers ; reviled and ſcoffed 


2. and blaſphemed by men, and, even, ſeem'd by 


Gop himſelf forſaken. And, yet, my function - 
<ruel function I) from the midſt of my filenced tel- 
Jow mourners ſingles me out (as if alone flinted in- 


io inſenſibility) to add to their public ſadneſs (while 


ſuppreſſing the effects of my own) by diſtinctly and 
publicly proclaiming in the ears of all, 
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| , o-da FR voice of gratitude, the univerſal cry 
of ace . nature, demands that , all the 


* mouraful murmurs, which the deepeſt woe can dic- 


tate, ſhould wholly, be devoted to the ſolemn an- 
"eviſh of this, our ſuffering, injured Lord and Friend, 
and Father and Redeemer z elſe, how might not 
"the ſhare I claim, in his diſtreſſes, prompt me to 
reſent this tyrant taſk my ſacerdotal character im- 
Poſes on me, of trampling on all the ſoft emotions 
_of 1 For, ſurely, I am no leſs a child, of 
that lamenting ſpouſe, whoſe widow'd love, you, 


brethren, are indulged the liberty of conſoling, by 


Joining, in ſighs, with her, to bewail this our com- 


mon loſs? Surely, Iam no leſs the purchaſe of this 
dear, butcher'd-parent than you, who are allow'd 
the cave to bedew his ſacred corſe with your 
eats? If I (as well as you are) am all over bloody 
with the wounds, which our common crimes have 
heap'd on this innocent Lamb from head to foot ; 


hy may not I ſhare along with you, an equal 


þ 
7.4 


portion in the inebriating chalice of his Paſſion? 
Why may not I mingle my drink with my tears, * 
with liquid pity, and to the precious ſea of Mercies 

wing upon me from thoſe wounds, — the tor- 
rent of compunction ſwelling in my boſom ? Why ? 
---but that, while the dire remembrance of my for- 
mer perfidy impels me to weep, the Office (once 
more let me ſay, oh cruel office!) of prieſt and prea- 
cher c s me to ſpeak. 

If then there be among us one harden'd heart 
not even as yet diſpoſed to melt with pity at poor 
I diſtreſs; ah, may this tongue become, like 

foſer's rod, f the means of forcing from that 
flinted breaſt a fource of waters! And you, mean 


while, already melted Chriſtians! even give entire 


7 thinking Chriſtian, overwhelm'd with concern, is ſcope to your compaſſion. You, oh innocents ! la- 
il 


ment the injuries done to the Author of your grace: 
You, oh guiltful | bewail your own —. wary 
which ſo injuriouſly miſuſed him. Weep every 
one over him: Weep for yourſelves; and, ſince ! 
may not pay my grief the tribure of one preſent 
falling tear; be you the proxies of my tenderneſs 
and kindly weep for me. You ray Buy water: at 
free-ceft. 7 Youare not brought to the melancholy 
hardſhip of the Fews of Babylon, reduced to pur- 
chaſe the very ſtreams'of their own fountains at the 
price of gold. Neither are you (thank Gov!) in 
the ſame wretched neceſſity of paying taxes for 
your grief, as that rejected nation was after the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem : That Jeruſalem which their 
own Fudaic perfidy more than the triumphant arms 
of the Romans, made deſolate. Juſt judgment of 
infulted Heaven !---That an enormity without ex- 
ample, and a deicide, without remorſe, might be 
puniſh'd with an evil without remedy, and a rigour 
without my the fcatter'd remains of thoſe 
ews, Who eſcaped from the flames of that once 
oly place, were loaden by their conquerors, not 
only with chains on their limbs, but even with 
ſhackles on their wiſhes, and forbidden, under pain 
of death, to return at any time after, to view, tho 
from afar off, the ruinous remains of their depo- 
pulated country. However, whether it be that in. 
" warming: to God, by long repeated practice, has 
become a ſecond nature to them; or, whether the 
ſtrong reſemblance of marble to the inflexible obdu. 
racy of their hearts produced a predominance of 
ſympathy between the one and the others; they, 
whom no endearments could excite to the love © 
the Author of their temple, could by no confidera- 
tion of grievances or convenience be vean'd from 
the affetion they bore to the temple itſelf, For 
as well after they became faithleſs, as while they 
remain'd faithful, the very ſtones of it pleaſe 
them : $ And the love of the noble ruin ſtill lived in 


* Pſalm ci. 10. + Exodus xvii. 6. 4 Yaiah-": 
$ Pſalm ci. 15. tbe 


ſcending from father to ſon: A painful inheritance 
of hungry deſires, never to be appeaſed but by 
feaſting their eyes with the ſight of it. Hence, 
were they, at length, reduced to the ſolitary ſolace 
of purchaſing, with an annual, exorbitant tribute, 
the grant of going once a year, under a ftrong 
guard, to weep. over the duſt of the dear-loved i 
ty, on the day it had been deſtroy'd by Veſpaſian's 
army. Thither then, from every quarter, id they 
annually gather, in melancholy multitudes, on the 
fatal day, to feed their deſpair with the dearly-pur- 
chaſed aliment of a yearly renew'd horror, in ſee- 
ing their property polleſt by ſtrangers, their altars 
laid waſte, their temples over-thrown, their fanc- 
tuary polluted, their liberty loſt, their laws violat- 
ed, their myſteries aboliſh'd, and their enemies 
riotouſly triumphant over their fathers tombs. And, 
as if diſtreſs had been a deſirable good, how did not 
they hoard-up each precious inſtant of thoſe few 
hours granted them, to ſpend it in fighs and 
ſobs, and groans and tears, and lamentations 
and grief i ſo much that, when their keepers, 
with the departing ſun, prepared to part them 
from the fondled idol of their affliction, it is hard 
to decide which were the moſt eager, the ruffians 
in exacting, or they in laviſhing, unmoderate fums 
of money tor ever minute's leifure of lamenting be- 
yond the ſtated time. Equitable retaliation of ven- 
geance on a generation ſo baſe, as, for the favour cf 
one Ceſar, to ſell the real joy of the reſt of man- 
kind; that by another Cæſar (not unprovidentially 
ſurnamed the delight of buman nature) they ſhould 
be reduced to purchaſe, at an extravagant price, 
the very liberty of venting their own ſorrous; and 
thus literally fulfill the prophetic ſenſe of Fere- 
miab's complaint: Our own water (the very 
water of our tears) we bave drank for money. 

Oh, beloved faithful: This, this day is the 
mournful anniverſary of that too fatal period, when 
our own perfidy, in concert with the  Zewiſb trea- 
chery, laid waſte the beauteous ſanctuary of all 


grace and glory; the loving, lovely, ſacred human 


torm of the divine Iss CayrIsT made man for 
the love of man. This the melancholy day on 
which all thankful, faithful Chriſtians, fired with 
filial love and grateful veſentment, gather together, 
publicly, to exprefs their inbred horror and ſoul's 
deteſtation of the barbarous parricide; by weeping 
over the venerable ruin wrought by human baſe- 
nefs; by mentally numbering over, one by one, 
the wounds of aſſaſſinated JIusus; and glutting 
their contrite hearts with the waters of a juſt com- 
punction, in ſight of his deat, disfigured relics. 
For this pious purpoſe, behold us all united here ! 
---But ah! Where are thoſe ſacred relics? Alas! 
Lament. v. 4 ü 


and Saviour JESUS CHRIST. | 37 
- the hearts of that reproved, dejected people, de- 


let me turn my eyes whither ever I liſt, I diſcover 
nothing of him. His ſacred altars are ſtript; his 
tabernacles void; and not even in his favourit darl- 
ing retreat, the boſom of the faithful, is he this 
day to be found. Ah! Where then, or to what 
purpoſe ſhall we ſeck him; when, as the prophet 
bears witnels, * be was cut off from the land of the 
living? And with ſuch violence is he raviſh'd from 
our ſight, that he is no where to be found. among 
us upon earth this day, but in his faint reſem- 
blance, a crucifix. Alas | Where then are alk our 
tears amidſt this irreparable loſs? How comes it 
that every Chriſtian cheek is dry, while there is fo 
much cauſe to weep. Lou, beloved, may pur- 
chaſe gratis the ſtreams of a. liquid concern, your. 
ſorrow need not thirſt in vain atter tears, for want 
of money to buy them a free paſſage. No; fays , 
Is Alan: + All ye, who thirſt, came to the waters: 
and you, who bave no ſilver, make haſte and buy. 
them witbaut money and without any Ran Give 
then free vent to your paſſion, Chriſtians |. And 
you, my eyes, no longer item the tide of your af- 
fiction. For ah! what uſe can this tongue find 
tor words upon a day, when no language can have 
torce but that of weeping eyes? Alas, tortured Sa- 
viour! could I but now, as heretofore, behold thee 
triumphantly ſacramented on that altar, diQtating to 
me, like a maſter from his chair, kindling my zeal, 
inſpiring my thoughts and giving courage. to my 
labours, I would attempt 10 preach thee. Yes: 
I would declare thy name to my brethren : In the 
midſt of this church I would praiſe thee. But! 
Now thou ar't ravifh'd. from me, where ſhall L. 
tind the ſpirits to ſypport me? Now, that I hear, 
methinks all nature dinning in my ears ¶Mbere is 


| thy Gop : t)---what ſhall I anſwer ? Whither thall 


Irun in ſearch of ſuccour; in. ſearch of power even 
to ſpeak To thee, eternal father ?----But is it 
not thy dear and only Son my crimes have butcher- 
ed? It upon. this day thou couldſt abandon even 
him; how ſhall I reſume to ſue to thee for ſuc- - 
cour ?---Or, ſhall. L have recourſe. to thee, oh do— 
lorous Mother of my Gon? Wilt thou, ob mar- 


tyr'd Queen of Heaven, conſent..that I renew the- 
melancholy tale? Ah no! Too cruel was the fword.. 


of grief which pierced thy ſoul before. Celeſtial 

N Angelic choirs |. L. expect not your relief. 
ou ſtand m need yourſelves, of all your. Gry to · 

ſupport the horrid ſcene. 5 | 
Ab! how feaſonably. then: do'l#/thow 


” N „ 


thoughts, ob, ſacred, dead and venerable Croſs ?- 


„Hail, precious croſs I long-wiſh'&for croſo l an 
now moſt welcome to my anxious foul I receive 


„me, 2 diſciple, of him who buog upon thee, my 
% malter, Chriſt. Thou was't the myſtic throne 
Iſaiab li. 8. + Ibid. chap. l. . 
: Hl ag. e 


ou Oh the PASSION of our Lord 


on which he choſe to ſignalize his mercy : Since 
% made the humble bed on which he breathed his 
e laſt, And now this pious audienee, here in thy 
„ temple devoutly gather'd round thee, with 
% zealous ardour of a juſt impatience, waits till-L 
< unfold the melancholy feries-of thoſe cruel tor- 
< tures which his . prodigious love urged him to 
* endure, ere he-ſigh'd out his lovely, loving foul 
< in thy embraces.---Fo thee then let me cling. 
© On thee ftretch'd-out, in ſpirit, let me imbibe 
* the invaluable drops of blood he left thee moiſt- 
„ ened with: That, ſtrengthen'd with the ſalutary 
© balm, I may refrain thoſe tears, which other- 
4 wiſe could · not but interrupt my utterance. Re- 
“ pel the dread which grows upon me at every 
« ſtep, as I advance the nearer to my ſubject: A 
* dread not cauſed by the eclipſing ſun, nor ſplit- 
'< ting rocks, nor trembling nature, but by the 
* death of Ixsus. — — — only — the ſub- 
4 jet of my hope, is the juſt matter of my ter- 
" — And ho ſhall 1 forbear to apprehend, 
*© both. for myſelf and audience, when preparing to 
* preach 4 tragedy, which needs muſt make us all, 
<< but ſo much the more criminal, if we make not 
* right uſe of it; and increaſe our condemnation, 
„ if it work not our converſion? Oh then, thou 
* myſticfigrot Tu ſ ſtrike our ſtony. breaſts, and 
melt · them to compunction. But it there be. one 
'* {Gnnetihere'ſo obſtinate, as to. perſiſt in a. diſpoſi- 
* tion to hear, unmoved, his Saviour's bitter Paſ- 
c Gon; ſhake all his ſenſes with ſuch inbred hor- 
e ror as may compel him to withdraw from hence, 
* ere I begin: For all, all I have henceforth to ſay, 
e ſhall only ſerve to one in ſuch a diſpofition to 
, augment his guilt, and ſwell his puniſhment. 
Or rather, ah ! ſhock him into true Converſion. 
Convert us all, ard me the firſt of all, exciting 
% us to glory in nought but Chriſt and him cruci- 
£6 


fied. Oh Croſs! be thou my only eloquence. 


Be all the life of my diſcourſe. Thee let me 
plant in every heart around me. This, oh ſacred 
Tree is all the help and all the hope thou can'ſt 
to day afford me. And to this end, Thee, ch 
«ſacred myſtery of the Croſs, profoundly 1 adore. 
Hail, precious Crofs, our ſolitary bope in this 
< ſad time of ſufferance ! Strengthen our piety 
% with increaſe of grace, and purify us from our 


former guilt.” AMEN. © 


NO UGH had generous Ixsvs done, durin 
the ſpace of thirt years, of holy, l 
life: Enough in other three of zealous, indefatiga- 
ble miſſion (fill'd up with tanQtity and prodigies) 
towards * poſſible, the wilfully . 
race of "7frael : And time it was now to gratify his 
pious cn vaſe for the redemption-of this beloved 
elect. Yes, Fatber / (ſays. this Eord of Love#) Fa- 
8 St. John xvii. 1, 2. N 


ther ! the bour is come: Glaorify thy Son, that th; 
Son may glorify thee : As thou 2 —— ec 
er over all fleſh; give him an abſolute power over 
his own ; that with this fleſh, as with a ſin-offer- 
ing, he may appeaſe thy wrath: and recall thy 
mercy upon all men; and all which ther bart giv- 
en to bin, to them. be may give Life everlaſting. 
When Ixsus then had ſaid this, be went forth 
with bis diſciples beyond the torrent Cxyron 
where was 4 garden into which be enter'd, and 
bis diſciples with. bin. But what had Jeſus to 
do there? Did he go thither to complete that tri 
umph he ſo lately had begun in Feruſalem? Did 
he go thither to be honour'd with garlands of 
flowers, with coronets of laurel leaves, with wreaths 
of olive branches, with a diadem of glory ? No: 
But Jz$vs went thither to ſubject that fleſh, which 
he had received in gift from his Virgin Mother, to 
every exceſs of pain; and that Pain was to become 
the matter of his glory. This he had made à ne- 
ceflary condition to his own glorification. This he 
had gloried in on mount Thabor ; converſing with 
Meojes and Elias concerning bis exceſs in e 
lem: This was appointed the efficient inſtrument 
of his endleſsly glorious reign: And this, though 
regnant with nothing but ſhame in the means, ws 
ig with unſpeakable glory in it's end. Now wa 
the illuſtrious period of his concluding his myſtic 
wedding with his ſpotleſs ſpouſe, -our Holy Mo- 
ther the Church. Now was the occaſion when be 
made to bimſelf a portable throne of the wood of 
Libanus. + (O the myſterious throne I) the pillar;, 
or arms whereof, were, by his ſpotleſs innocence, 
made candid as the pureſt Iver ; the ſeat of it rich 
as the moſt refined gold, with his facred wounds; 
the going-up of it purpled all over with his inefti- 
mable blood ; and the midſt of it over ſpread worth 
charity for the daughters of Jeruſalem. O Chit 
tian ſouls then! O coſtly purchaſers of this eter- 
nal Salomon Daugbters of Sion ! ſally forth and 
fee bim in .the diadem wherewith bis mother bas 
crown'd him vn the day of bis eſpouſal, on the day 
of the joy e bis beart, Come forth and let us pals 
over the mountain / myrrb to the little bill of 
frankincenſe; from the racks he endured in his ſoul 
amidſt this agony, to the tortures he bore in his 
body amidſt his Paſſion. But ah ! What ſhall we 
ſee in the bodily paſſion -of Chriſt io come · up to 
theſe ſufferings of foul which he vouchſafed to jub- 
mit to in this ſpiritual conflict? Sufferings ſo much 
the more exquiſitly cruel than any thing he could 
undergo in his limbs, as the foul is more noble than 
the body, and the conflicts of the ſpirit are mex 
preſſibly greater and more acute than ' thoſe of the 
Reſh. And this, perhaps, was one reaſon why. ou 


*:Gt. Vin will. 1 + Cantic: iii. g. to the end 
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divine Hero would ſuffer ſo much in ſpirit at Getb- 
ſemani; that, by the rudeneſs of this internal great- 
er conflict, he might ſo fortify and enure himſelf to 
ſufferings, as to be better able afterwards to under- 
go the leſſer evils he was preparing to meet at 52 
ruſalem and Golgatha. But why do I ſay leſſer 
where nothing was little, but all was immeaſurably 
great? So great that, as the ſole immenſity of his 


power is able to int difference of degrees be- 


tween infinit and infinit, ſo only the omnipotence 


of his love could have found means on this occaſion, 


reviouſly to exceed with ſo ſweet an exceſs the 
unmeafured infinity of evils, he afterwards under- 
went during his paſſion in the fleſh ; as our follow- 
ing him through every Rate of it will beſt make us 


conceive. . 


lis a nding to his eternal Father his 
rity; after recommending, billing fteſh, courage 


2 Thither Judas was preparing to go, .that 


sps chuſe ring bo | 
ſtoration of him and his offspring to the, perfe&t li- 
ration of him and his offsgring to ＋ Adam 


ir dominion. But ah 


between the two gardens |, .7h 
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le” dere grew the fruits of death. Then un 

heard the vaice, of Gan walking, in the afterny 
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gal was overwhelm'd with unutterable ſadneſs and 
iſmay. In ſhort there ſmoothly ran within their 
bidden channels recreating rivers of water: Here 
violently iſſued forth of it's natural limits an excru- 
ciating extravaſation of ſweat and blood. What 
ſhall I ſay? So ſtrange is the diſorder into which 
this melancholy compariſon throws my fluctuatin 
thoughts that I ſhould fear being 1 a to my ſelf, 
amidſt the crowd of fad. refleQions which pour-in 
upon my mind; if I did not, in order to follow 
my Saviour through his ſufferings, reſolve to con- 
duct this diſcourſe by the very ſame flames, with 
which my divine Lord choſe to condu& his paſſion 
and pains, By the track then of his adorable foot- 
ſteps let me ſteer my ſorrowful contemplative courſe 
over the too fordable torrent Cedron. | 
| But ah, at the firſt ſetting out, how does not 
the horror of the way diſhearten and terrify me 
Who would have thought, Chriſtians, from the 
Words of the Goſpel that we had any thing worſe- 
than a torrent to paſs over: Whereas if we propoſe 
to, follow Ixs us, behold we have a wide Ocean to 
5 | vob 0 ee Well did'ſt thou, 
the prophetic mouth of thy P/almi/t. * expreſs. 
this firſt ſtep of thine into z dite, Paſſion: 7 
came into the depth of the ſea, and a Tempeſt bas 
overwhelm'd me. Yes: A ſea of ſorrows, indeed 
was the paſſion of Ixs Us. And, ah how dreadfully 
beſet with quick-ſapds and rocks and ſhel ves! H6w: 
cruelly agitated with ſtorms and tempeſts and fu- 
rious Hurricanes, from the treachery of Fudas and 
the cowardice and indolence of his other Diſciples ; 
from the Cruelty of the Jeu; from the barbarity 
of the Gentils; from the iniquity of his digen 
But ah how much more feverely ſtilf from. the. 


Sadneſs, Tears and Terrars admitted; nay, invited 
into nd et looſe Within his own Wine breaſt. 


For This our generous Lord (as if able no lon- 
ger „ dow a on 6 his wiſh'd-for: 
tormenters) before he te iver'd up his Body into 
the hands of his butchers, would needs deliver, up 
his Spirit into his bwn.,, And.as all-out gpilt, 408 
it's riſe foe p the fear of pinhing's, there ore woul 
he, een that gil, give rhe Fil Beginning 
to. his ſufferings by the martyrdom of thought: 
Thus. anticipating the barbarity of his judges and, 
executionem, by becoming. donn judge and 
2 * 


tocturer, af his Ret: SON . 
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ful refuge. far. the moſt miſerable-of Wretches and 

even fo Fe elle of criminals; how Welt inno-- 

cence itſelf meet there with rigour and ſeverity ?- 
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40 On the PASS{ON of our Lord 


But be pleaſed:to obſerve, "Chriſtians, . that, 48 the 
firſt Chaſtiſement which the 5 equity A 
for our guilty parents was to leave them to them- 
ſelves — ke T themſelves might be their firſt tor- 
turers, and the. remorſe of their conſcience the 
- firſt puniſhment of .their, lin and the firſt effect of 
his vengeance : Thus too zould the divine Ixsus 
be the firſt to torment himſelf, that, . having under- 
taken ta ſatisty for their and our guilt, his ſatisfaction 
might bear ſome proportion With the former Pe- 
nalty. . O my. bleſſed Redeemer! methinks, 1 ſee 
the exceſs of thy love become the ſecret ſacrificer 
of thee, leading thee as an innocent victim to the 
altar and chuſing the ſable gloom of the night, the 
better to compleat the ſacrificæ: Whether becauſe 
all nature appear'd in ſolemn mourning, and that 
time of ſilence and obſcurity ſeem'd more calcula- 
ted for promoting terror and diſmay ; or becauſe 
the ſenſes not being diſſipated by external objects, 
the ſpirit is better able to retreat into itſelf and att 
againſt 2 In the mum — 
re were two different parts; 

vs Cunisr the Enjoys toe” ber 
viſion of Gop ; the LET the 8 7 
was capable of the ordinary innocent paſſions or man, 
or 25 K. Ixxox ſtiles them in Chriſt, the vice paſ- 
fions ; * becauſe never out- running Reaſon, butever 


verflow everyfaculty o ö hthe oth- 
hand he give the 24 to every guiltleſspaſſion which 
i . 


with 
b 


malignant foreſight it runs tracing the inmoſt moſt 
ecres fold] 0 Nn all into matter of 


| 298 ones ghing rely 196, which bu 
3 &. Mark xiv 33- + JHYEM * | 


their camp in the deſert, to take a ſary 


nd be n | 


for r ofic terrors would never have had any other ex- 
iſtende than in the imagination, it frequently has 
recourſe to fiction to oppreſs us with grievances 
which never did nor will exift. However, was it 
content, with the Cruelty of 6 uring to onr fancy 
the evils it threatens us with, in their real and ge- 
nuine colours; it's tyranny were lefs inſupporta- 
ble: Although it would ſtill be true that the dread 
of evils is equally as tormenting as the evils we 
dread. But, what is worſe! Like a faithleſs im- 
ſtor it exaggerates danger ; and, not ſatisfied with 
ending the Soul to encounter the dreaded evil; it 
forces the very evil to intrude itſelf into the Soul 
with redoubled horror. We have an inſtance of this 


from the book of Numbers, and a lively one too, in the 


ſcouts whom the Children of 1/rael diſpatch's from 
of t 
Land of Promiſe. They went; but u Lat 
cryel fear going with them, who would imagine 
it?——That delightful country flowing with milk 
and honey, was, in their imagination, disfigured 
into a nation of horrible monfters, it's verdant 
fruitful gardens and meadows into peſtiferous mar- 
ſhes and fens, fertil in nothing but and yer- 
min: Their panic metamorphoſed it's inhabitants 
into giants and themiglves into inſetts: In ſhort 
there was not a foot of that land of pleaſures but 
ak _ ed en one in horrors: 
itneſs the acedunt they t bac their 
aſtoniſſud Brethren: l. Tie land rhe we 
„% have gk. ſey they, devoureth it's in- 
© habitants: The people whom we ſaw arc 


< of a tall ſtature, certain monſters of the giant- 
< kind, to whom being compared we appear'd but 
<<" mere locufts. *< And whence could proceed ſo 
ſtrange a diſorder in the j 
ror in the fanc 


Irgus, muſt not 


12 n Ft ' * fruitz, 
- + art ed ſeaſon of inno- 

| wy 

Sa 

all his un. 


iy to be the tr tof 


farrows.*' And what had he to behold there 

Aloo Of de © "Reps n s and buffet a 
bruiſes and |Luflige: He Taw his "cords," his foour 
* Numbers xiii. 33 34 „ 
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ges, his thorns, and hammers and nails and ſpear: 
He ſaw ſcoffs, revilings, blaſphemies, ignominy, 
croſſes and death. Oh ſadden'd Jzsus! What 
did'ſt thou not foreſee of all which is cruel? What 
did'ſt thou not apprehend of all which could tor- 
ment thee? So killing was the Pre-preſentation of 
all this complication of horrors that we may trul y 
ſay, without ſaying too much, that as the paſſio u 
of Chriſt, while he endured it, ſurpaſs'd every 
other martyrdom, ſo did the fear of that paſſion, 
in his agony, exceed his very paſſion itſelf; and, 
enhanced in acuteneſs by his lively foreknowledge, 
made ſuch dreadful havock of his ſacred frame as 
might almoſt give the title of mercy to the barba- 
rity of his executioners, | 
What ſhall we ſay then, or be able to conceive ; 
which is capable of giving us an adequate Idea of 
the exquiſit torture, which the ſadneſs, he alfo 
gave an innocent looſe to added to, the bitter effects 
of his fears? Had our divine Lord given no other 
ſymptoms of the inward affliftion of his ſpirit; that 
which he gave to his apoſtles was ſufficient to 
make us comprehend that his anguiſh muſt be be- 
yond bounds: Since it compell'd a Gop to com- 
plain and ſay: My ſoul is forrowful even unto 
death. * What elſe could he mean in this moving 
expreſſion than to inſinuate to his diſciples, that 
the ſadneſs of heart which the foreſight of his ſuf- 
ferings threw him into was ſo ſevere, that he was 
beginning to die with the vehemence of it? Or 
mehap would he have them to know, that, this 
very bitterneſs of ſoul would alone have been ſuf= 
ficient to kill him, but that he miraculouſly preſer- 
ved his life for farther torments. Oh my too for- 
rowful JEsus! Oh that thou had'ſt but ſome kindly 
object to divert thee from ſo deſtruQive a thought 
Oh for ſome ſeaſonable intruſion to break-in upon 
thy mind. and not ſuffer all the horrors of Golgotha 
to overwhelm. thee amidſt the gaieties of Geth, e- 


mani! Ariſe then, gentle Saviour, ariſe : No more, 


proſtrate on the ground, continue to give a looſe 
to theſe ſelf-tormenting griefs. But alas! Aml 
awake or in a dream, when I hear my Saviour 


courting his diſciples to ſtand by him? Stay bere 


and watch with me: does he ſay? + Poor Jrsus ! 
So then even this. weakeſt of our weakneſſes thy 


terrors and grub reduced thee to, of not-even dar-- 
e (when fafeſt) alone; and (as it were) 


ing to be ſa 
like an infant which ſtarts at it's ſhadow, not car- 


ing to truſt thyſelf to thyſelf ? Yet ah ſweeteſt ob- 


ject of my love! Still. ar't thou left all alone, to 


encounter thy fears to ſtruggle with thy griefs. 


Thou, who would'ſt thus purpoſely take upon thee 
all our infirmities; muſt have no one to buoy thee 
up amidſt thy weakneſſes. Thy diſciples, ſo far 
from having eyes to weep over thee, have none to 


St. Mat. Xxvii. 38. Ibidem.. 
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watch with thee. All alone thou ar't left ; and 
had*ſt thou remain'd ſo, how much leſs had not 
thy ſufferings been? For ak! what was the end 
of thy ſolitude, but the commencement of th 
chains. From company what but evils had'ſt thou 
to expect? What relief could'ſt thou hope to re- 
ceive? In thy bleſſed mother there was nothing 
but condolence and ſympathy to redouble thy griefs: 
In thy apoſtles nothing but inconſtancy to flee from 
thee, or daringneſs to diſown thee, or: treachery 
to betray. thee: Ah! from whom then or where 
ſhould'ſt thou expect any comfort in a night; in a 
garden; which, fruitful in repoſe and rich in de- 
lights for every one beſides, had nought to afford 
thee but dangers and dreads! Go then once more, 
afflicted Lord; and proſtrate before him who alone 
is able to afford thee relief, force down the ſaccour 
of thy eternal Father with the vigour of thy pray- 
ers with the vehemence of thy tears and complaints. 
Oh my divine Father! (methinks I hear him 
ſaying with a loud cry and many tears, as St. Paut 
repreſents him: ) O my divine © Father: Whom: 
* I behold ſtretching-out to me the inebriating 
“ Chalice of my bitter ſufferings, behold how I 
* languiſh at the foreſight of it! What tho? thou 
* be reſolved on my death; ſtill ar't- thou my Fa- 
ther, and ſtill will I call thee ſo. Ob my Father - 
* then! Fit be poſſe; let this Chalice paſs from 
* me. + If ſo the laws of thy provident juſtice- 
« require that I muſt die; let it not be with 
« drinking this too bitter Cup: No, decree ſome 
„ milder lefs inglorious death; a death more 
© becoming the life of a GOD. Futber ! If it be” 
« poſſible ;, let this Chalice paſs from me.“ 
Nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou: conti-- 
nues Chriſt. t And from thefe laſt Words, it is 
evident that the petition of Ixsus, great as his fear 
and ſadneſs were, was not am abſolute dẽmand, pro- 


ceeding from __— of deſire to eſcape his 
: Fe 


future paſſion. us, I have already obfer- - 
ved, had the perfect liberty to die, notwithſtanding 
the precept of his divine Father: inahnuch as he 
was free. to ask a releaſe from his death, and the 
eternal Father diſpoſed to grant him whatever he 
ſhould ask with efficacy of will. Ixsus then was 
not here diffidently aſking any thing oppofit to his 
eternal Father's decrees ; but merely expofing to 
him the inefficacious deſires and conditional wiſhes - 
of the inferior part of his bleſſed ſoul. And why * 
ſo! Ah! It was to repreſent to his divine parent, 
the: immenſity of his afflictions and the exuberance 
of his ſatisfactiom by compariſon with the crimes 
he was ſatisfying for; and at the fame time to give - 
mankind a true ſenſe of the much their redemption : 
coſt him. el 758 
* Hebrews v. 7. + St. Mat. R. ver. 39 


1 Dia. | 
: F Enough, , 
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Enough, enough does it appear, with hat bit. 
terneſs the falſe ſweets of our crimes have oppreſt 
«the heart of innocent Jesvs. Oh for an angel then 
from Heaven to adminiſter to this divine ſufferer 
the comfort he ſtands ſo much in need ot! Oh for 
ſome celeſtial meſſenger of joy to buoy- up the faint- 
ing hero! Behold he deſcends :---And for the ſum 
of all his comfort, the celeſtial meſſenger beſeeches 
bim (methinks) to remember that his death is to 
reſtore the life of grace to the World; that his blood 
is to purify mankind and waſh away all ſin from 
human breaſts. Oh welcome comfort; if this be 
ſo! And if it be not; thy evils are indeed, my Sa- 
viour, paſt all remedy. Alas, too truly are the 
ſufferings of Chriſt without a remedy ; ſince the 
very conſolation the angel comes to bring him can 
only ſerve to ſharpen his anguiſh. For was it, 
think you, Chriſtians, the ſole forefight of his ſuf- 
Ferings which render d him thus comfortleſs ? ah 
no! All the moſt terrifying images of his paſſion he 
had foreſeen unconcern d; could he but have fore- 
ſeen them alone. But to think of ſuffering ſuch 
exquiſit tortures and ſuffer them in vain, was a cru- 


el circumſtance which muſt render the foreſight 


of them inexpreſſibly more inſupportable than the 
very pains themſelves. It is a great alleviation to 
the ſevereſt of labours encounter'd in any undertak- 
ng, to know that thoſe labours will be crown'd 
with ſucceſs. © The expeQation of the laurel, ſays 
. Origenes, is a lenitive balſam which ſoftens, faoths 
« and almoſt heals- up every wound received in 
< battle.” Point out to a true bred warrior the 
batter'd breach of a fortreſs beſieged ; through 
which he may hope, after a generous ftruggle, to 
come at the laurel of victory: And let batteries of 
cannon be placed at it's entrance; let the ramparts 
be lined with thouſands of armed hands to diſpute 


the aſcent ; Jet ſwords and darts and ſpears and guns 
be ready to receive him; let fire and flames and 


all the, rude variety of warlike miſchiefs fall crack- 
ling under, or fly whizzing round him; let num- 
bers of his lain .companions ſhew him in their fall 
the many. deaths he has to encounter: All, all ſhall 


want ſtrength to ſhake his courage; if probability 


* promiſing ſucceſs excite him to the pleaſing. 


_ all-rewarding hope of carrying his point. How 
ran danger; deſpiſe the 


wounds, the cuts, the bruiſes, the red-hot ſlugs pro- 


foundly:lodged within him; and count again, his 
loſs. of fleſh and waſte of blood? How firmly ſhall not 
heftandthe brunt of all, himſelf as if himfelf invulne- 
Table? Nay as if defign'd for more than any impene- 
trablebulwark, bow donn ſnall not he fight his way 
and force a paſſage through for his ſelf. and follow- 
ing ſquadrons, and hug at length the very death 
which, reaches-qut to him the glorious crown he 
fought for. But if the ſame generous: hero, in the 
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very act of bebolding the painful dangerous prof. 
Des, ſees but little probability of ſucceſs ; & 7-4 


embitter'd diſcovery | Oh what diſheartening damps 


muſt check each noble emotion riſing in his breaſt | 
What indolence of foul muſt ſicken thought and 
make even reſolution ſtagger ! Ah! What then, 
if, not only far from hopes of ſucceſs, he have cer. 
tain aſſurances of exhauſting all his labours, ſpirits, 
blood and life to a fruitleſs purpoſe ? What if ſome 
inbred Prophetic preſage ſhould irreſiſtibly con- 
vance him that all thoſe labours, ſpirits blood, and 
lite ſhould only ſerve to egg his followers to their 
utter overthrow ? Oh ſhock ſurpaſſing every other 
ſhock in nature! And this, this was the very plight 
of our half-expiring Lord at the foot of mount C/. 
vet. The ſame divine fore-knowledge, which 
ſhew'd him his future paſſion, ſhew'd him alſo 
that that paſſion would be not only fruitleſs but 
ruinous to multitudes of ſinners: through their 
own perverſity. Could the angel have aſſured him 
that his ſufferings ſnould ſanctify the univerſe; 
(But why do I talk fo largely?) Could he have 
conſoled him with the aſſurances of ſaving one half 
at leaſt of human nature; nay-the few Catholics, 
the little lack which would adhere: immoveably to 
his doctrins; welcome, thorns! Welcome, nails! 
Welcome, Croſs! Welcome, ignominy! And 
thou, oh death, thrice welcome had'ft thou been. 
All your terrors had been confined to your names, 
and wanted power to affect my Jxsus with any 
thing but joy. But how could the angelic mel- 
ſenger aſſure him of what his divine preſent! 
ment had aſſured him would not be effected? And 
this preſentiment it was which threw the divine 
Jssvs into ſuch an agony as bedew'd his whole ſa- 
cred frame with a ſanguinary ſweat; and forced 
this Lord of majeſty, whoſe human eyes were too 
confined to give his ſorrows a free paſlage, to weep- 
out tears of blood through every pore. 

Te ſow ſo much ſacred invaluable blood, one 
drop of which might ranſem a whole world, and 
yet to ſaye ſo ſlender a part of that world and reap 
ſo ſpare a harveſt ? To die and die for ungrateful 
creatures, who would only make uſe of his death 
to forward their own ruin ? To ſuffer ſuch inexprel- 
ſible torments for the love of ſouls and yet to be 
likely toredeem ſo very few ? Oh thought too cr uel! 
Hopes too narrow ! Proſpe& too confined for the 
infinit goodneſs of a generous Gor, who was g0- 
ing te ſacrifice himſelf on a ſhameful croſs for all 
mankind! I know not how, but ſo it is: A certain 
ſecret boding within me, figures Jes vs CHRIST 


to my fancy on the top of Mount O/iv-t, caſting hi 


penetrating eyes triumphant over every diſtance 0! 
time and place, calling . paſt ages to his preſence, 
commanding the preſent to Rop, and ſumman g 
the futyre before him. A while he pauſes: Put 
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But oh the cruel pauſe! Beholding ſo many un- 
grateful wretches in every age and nation; fo many 
in the unwritten law, ſo many in the writter law, 
lo many in the more ample law of grace, nay 
ſo many at this very ſeaſon of repentancs grace 
and mercies. Obſerving ſo many in every part of 
world; ſo many in Europe, ſo many in England, 
ſo many in Londen, ſo many (ah Heaven grant 


I may not have reaſon to ſay!) in this very 


audience, who are reſolved (or at leaſt not unre- 
ſolved) in ſpite of his paſſion, blood and death to be 
damn'd: methinks I hear him mournfully crying 
out by the mouth of his prophet : * Hude then 


© Jabour*d in vain? and in vain have I waſted my 


© ftrength #7 Have I then done and ſuffer'd ſo much, 
© and muſt I do and ſuffer ſo much more, all to ſo 
{© very little purpoſe? In vain have L ſpent the 
« flower of all my ſtrength and ſpirits? Muſt, after 
© all, ſo many inſults borne, and tortures felt, and 
© hlood pour'd-forth be void of fruit? Have I then 
% labour d in vain? and in vain have I waſted m 
© ftrength # O my eternal Father not to repine or 
© murmur at thy will, do I ſay thus much. No: 
„ If ſo thy will require; if man's redemption ſo 
* demand; let every twig in this garden of Olives 
grow into acroſs, and let me be ſucceſſively nail'd 
© tv every one. For ner my will but thine be done. 
But ah eternal father! For whom wiPt thou 
have thy dear and only Son thus cruelly ill-trea- 
© ted? For infidels? Ah] How very few of them 
vill take one ſtep towards reaping profit from 
„my death? Shall it then be for thy choſen peo- 
ple of Iſrael? But are not theſe moſf impeni- 


tent implacable enemies to thee as well as me? 


* Shall it then be for Chriſtians ? But how many 
** of theſe ſtiall continue to rack and rend the my- 
** ſick body of my church with ſchiſms, ſcandals, 
* herefies and anarchy ! Shall it then be atleaſt for 
* catholics? Ah Father eternal! how few, how very 
© few even of theſe will have courage to benefit by 


my death and ſufferings? ' What, tho? on a Govd- 


Friday ſome few of them relenting ſhalt try to 
*© heal-up my wounds with a few paſſing tears of 
** compun&tion ? How ſoon, how very ſoon, after 
„Eaſter, will not they open them all anew with 
* freſh offences? Ah] Have I theri labour'd in 
« vain? and in vain bave I 1 on my ſlrength ? 
Ah Fatber ! If it be poſſible; let this Chalice paſs 
« from me.” 

And could the eternal father remain inexorable 
to the cries of ſo much grief and fear and tears and 


ſweat and blood and agony? Could Ixsus ptead thus 


earneſtly for ſuccour and yet plead in vain? No, 

ſays St. Paul, + He wat beard for bir reverence. 

And the eternal Pather, to confole him in his ago- 

ny, propoſed to him by the miniſtry of his angel, 
* Iſalah ix. 4. + Heb. v. 7. 


far our crimes as be boten. 
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ſuch motives as, not ſerving to leſſen his ſorrows, 
might at leaſt fortify his reſolution to bear them: 
uring him, that tho* his paſſion would be uſeleſs 
to many, it ſhould be fruitful to ſome ; that his 
Croſs would one day be held in ſovereign honour 
throughout the Chriſtian world. Perhaps too was 
he aſſured that on this ſacred day it would be 
held in ſpecial veneration in this devout” aſſembly. 
And who knows hut one of Ixsvusꝰ's grand confſolations' 
in the midſt of his agony might be a preſage of the 
extraotdinary piety with which ſome choſen ſouls 
in this very audience ſhall cultivate his dying ſorrows 
in their breaſt? ah let us not diſappoint him then! 
what need has Jxsus of angels to miniſter com- 
fort to him which we are better qualified to give 
him than! all the angelic choirs put together? the 
great comfort to be given him, amid'f his agony, 
was that his death ſhould be made efficacious. 
This the angels could not do: ”Tis you muſt do it, 
chriftians. *Tis from you, oh cathotics, Chriſt expects 
this firſt fruit of that firſt effuſion of his blood Enough 
there are already of ſinners in tile world, who have ren-: 
der'd the agony of Chriſt uſeleſs by their negle&,. 
without your adding to the number. Enough are 
the multitudes of the damn'd who have render'd 
that agony even deſtructive to them by their im- 
penitent obſtinacy in ſin: Why ſhould you add to 
the croud, and augment the griefs of Ixsus oy 
joining your condemnation to theirs? Enough, ful! 
enough, Chriſtians, are the crimes with which” we 
ourſelves have already afflited him. If he then graci- 
ouſly endured — — to annihilate our 
guilt; ſhalll'we ſuffer that guilt to aſſume freſſi ar- 
rogance to offend him over, again? | 
Oh ſins of human nature! oh ſins of this: whole 
audience! Oh ſins of this miſerable breuſt! in 
what a deluge of ſorrows haveyounordrown'd the o 
of paradiſe ! Now, now it is I begin to diſcover all the 
fout enormity of your nature: And, if my own com- 
punction be not fufficient* to make me feel your. 


a load of ſadneſs; 
for our crimes did He falt : 


for our crimes did he open it. Yes, ſays the pro- 
phet I8x1 AH : * He 20d wounded for our Iniquities,. 
hall we then re- 
membet all this, unmoved for Him and for our-" 
Clap. BET 5,” IRE 
. ſelves ? 


ſelves ? Shall we have aſſembled here to contemplate 
his paſſion, only to render it uſeleſs to us afterwards ? 
No: Forbid it, gracious Neaven! No; I ſay: Ere 
we quit this garden, ere we conclude the contem- 

plation of this myſtery; let us generouſly reſolve 
' to.co-operate with the blood of Jzsus: To the 
end that, tho? this precious liquor ſhould be ſhed 
in vain on all the world beſide, it may atleaſt yield 
benefit to us. Let us then for this end, join to the 
victim of his love the ſacrifice of our contrition, 


in ſuch an inbred grief for our fins as __ at once 


conſole and imitate the ſorrow of his brea 
No more does this divine martyr ask of his eter- 
nal Father the removal of his Chalice. No, my 
beloved fellow-Chriſtians : Tis to you he now ſays, 
Let this Chalice paſs 2 me. Let it paſs from 
:my breaſt to yours. t the ſorrow which op- 
preſs'd my innocent boſom now afflict your guilty 
one. Yes, brethren, let it paſs Into the inmoſt 
rt of your ſouls, to rack you with inward grate- 
ul generous grief that ever you committed thoſe 


ſins for which he ſhed ſo much blood and Tears. 


Ves, my Saviour, yes: Let the Chalice of thy ſor- 
rows paſs from thee to us. Be comforted if our 
-contrition can conſole thee. Accept, dear Lord, the 
ſacrifice of our humble contrite hearts. Oh how 
it ſtings us to the quick, for thy loved ſake alone, 
that ever we committed ſins which coſt thee ſo 
much ſweat and tears and blood! And ah! No 
more will we henceforth conſent to offend thee with 
one mortal ſin; tho' it were to purchaſe the whole 
world, or free us from a thouſands deaths. Vile 
enough have we already been to force through thy 
ſacred veins that bloody ſweat; without joining 
thy executioners in inſulting thee farther. Chri- 
ſtians ! Let your hearts repeat what my mouth has 
-utter'd. And that you may have leiſure to renew 
- . theſe ſentiments, ere I take JzsUs out of his own 
hands to put him into the hands of his enemies, I 
ſhall truſt him awhile in yours. See then you treat 
him well, ſpeak to him the affections of your ſouls; 
while I try to regain that breath, which over- bear- 
ing tenderneſs has almoſt taken from me. Tell 
him, how much you love him. Tell him, how 
grieved you are for having offended him: Tell him 
with a heart full of candor ; a boſom full of fervor ; 
and eyes full of tears. Yes: give every tender looſe 
to tears. For, if this be not a time for weeping ; 


when ah! When ſhall there be a time? 
HRISTIANS! Enjoy your pious 2 


%A While you have time even weep your fill for 
agSnizing Jesvs. Tis lawful ; *tis commendable ; 
nay a duty to indulge each ſad affection of the ſoul 
in fight of ſuch diſtreſs, of ſuch a ſufferer. If he 

dged not to endure it all for us, why or how 
hall we deem it too much to cheriſh a mournful 
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memory of it! But? ah what ſtrange what ſudden 
tumult haſtens- on to interrupt our melancholy feaſt 
of ſorrow? Alas! there is no time to enjoy a leiſurely 
grief where every preſent horror is ſo cloſely fol- 
low'd by a greater. O my dear ſympathiſing bre- 
thren! If fo ſevere appear'd to you the tragic ſcene 
your pious contemplation ſhew'd you in this 
garden; ah how much ruder muſt appear, 
the next which opens to us ! If love rethy * Je- 
ſus with ſuch roughneſs, what ſhall the rage of 
hatred do? hitherto we have conſider'd this divine 
perſonage in his own hands : And how bloody have 
they not made him all over? Ah ! what Blood then 
ſhall be left in him to ſhed, now that he is going (as 
it was) out of himſelf to be put into the hands of his 
enemies, into the hands of his butchers ? Hitherto 
his pangs began in his ſoul and vented themſelves 
diſperſing through his body : Now ſhall they over- 
ſpread his whole ſacred frame; and thence, recoil- 
ing by a kind of tyrant Antiperiſtaſis, intrude 
back to his very ſoul their united violence, drowſy 
diſciples of ſorrowing Jxsus ! You who have ſlept 
over the recital of his agony! Ah! venture not to 
awake to the growing labours of his paſſion ! Even 
fleep ye now your fill and take your reſt. What 
have unrepenting ſinners to do with care or compaſ- 
ſion for Ixsus now, when bebold the bour approach- 
eth, and the ſon of man ſhall be betray'd into the 
hands of ſinners ? + But no: Surely no one of you, 
my dear-loved auditors, can be ſo cruel-hearted as 
not to have pitied your agonizing Lord. Ariſe then, 
let us go: Bebold be aeg who ſball betray 
bim. t Oh what contuſion are my ſpirits hurried 
into, while attentive to this paſſage ; wherein no- 
thing was to be ſeen but rabble and riots and ſpears 
and clubs and lanthorns and torches : Nothing to be 
heard but clattering of clubs, claſhing of arms, 
and mixtures of ſhouts and cries? O what a num- 
ber of ſacrilegious hands employ'd againſt this di- 
vine innocent, which gratitude ſhould have em- 


_ ploy'd in his ſervice! Ah! is it juſt that, while his 


omnipotent arm is uplifted to the ſuccour of all, 
the arms of all ſhould be thus raiſed to his oppreſ- 
ſion? But meet it was that the prophecy ſhould be 
fulfild in this divine [smael: $ His bands againſt 


all, and the bands of all againſt bim. 


1. Who but for melancholy experience, could have 
conceived it poſſible that the Saviour of the world, 
come on purpoſe to redeem it, ſhould find enemies 
in the world? And yet alas did he find them. Ves, 
he found ſoldiers to apprehend him, judges to con- 
demn him and butchers to flay him with ſcourges: 
Who would have thought it? But what is wore 
he found a friend to betray him and no one to ſta 
by -him : Who could have believed it ? But did not 

* St. Mat. i. 45 + Ihidem. 

1 Ver. 46. $ Genel. xvi. 12- 
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Peter ſtand-up in his defence? Was not he one of 
them who were with Feſus and who ſtretching 


forth bis hand drew out bis ſword, and flriking 


the ſervant of the bigh Prieſt cut of bis ear ? * Yes, 
fervent, but fickle diſciple thou was't. But thy 
heavenly maſter wanted not ſuch defence. He 
came not to conquer by fury but by meekneſs: 
rw again thy ſword then into it's place : For 
all who take the ſword ſhall periſh by the ſword. + 
What did all thy zeal without diſcretion avail, but 
to put thy milder- Lord to the expence of a mira- 
cle to cure the wound thou made'ſt? Why all this 
miſplaced fury againſt Malcus, a part of which 
were well employed againſt thyſelf; whoſe own 
inconſtancy ſhall quickly coſt poor Jes us more af- 
fliftion than all the inſolence of his apprehenders ? 
In ſpite of thy paſt proteſtations to Maud by him, 
in ſpite of all thy preſent fervor to defend him, even 
in this night before the Cock ſball crow, thou wil't 
deny him thrice.t Learn hence, oh Chriſtians, to fear 
and tremble. Let not the faults of others warm 
your Seal with indiſcretion, to expoſe; or fury, to 
oppreſs them : But rather awake your vigilance to 
watch over yourſelves: Truſt not to preſent fits 
of fervor: But dreading, leſt too profound a ſelf- 
ſecurity ſhould prove your greateſt danger, let each 
among you, who thinks be ſtands, uſe ſtill the grea- 
ter caution that be do not fall. F 

Our divine Lord then wanted not the arms of 
the fleſh to reſcue him from ſuffering in the fleſh ? 
No: He had at his beckon Legions of Angels ; || Yet 
even theſe did he not need nor make uſe of. The 
ſole majeſty of his countenance had ſufficed 
for his guard, had he ſo pleaſed: And even the 
ſole meekneſs of his aſpect, as the fact made appear. 
No ſooner did he perceive the ribald troop, who 
arm'd with fury were breathing nought but his de- 


ſtruction, than he (as if they had been a band of 


friends) with all the awful majeſty of meekneſs, 
haſting on to meet them, mildly ask'd ; * Whom 
feek ye? And, they anſwering Feſus of Nazareth, 
ſtrait with an aſſuring calmneſs he replied: + I, e- 
ven I am be. Twice he repeats the endearing words; 
and twice fall the ribalds proſtrate at his ſacred 
feet, their faces to the ground, their ſouls and ſen- 
ſes with their fears almoſt buried under it. Oh al- 
mighty power of heavenly meekneſs} Oh terror- 
ſtriking ſounds of humble Jzsus! I am be? O 
think, my ſoul, and quake before-hand! If theſe 
mild accents utter'd by the humble ſon of man, 
with ſuch a gentle tone, had power thus to terrify 
a harden'd band of deſperate ruffians; ah! what 
terrors ſhall not force each guilty Soul to quake 
when this ſame Son of Gop as well as man, no 


+ Ibid. 52. 
b i: $4 Cor. x. 12. 53. 
* St. John xvii. $440 Ihid. 5. | 
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more a tender Saviour but a rigorous judge, with 
ſtern ſeverity of looks ſhall ſay : “ Sinner! 'tis I: 
* Yes, I am be, whom thou has't raſhly dared ſo 
* grievoully, ſo often, and ſo obſtinately to in- 
„ ſult?” What! Jesus but ſaying, I am be ſtrait 
fells the formidable ſquadron to the ground? He 
then alone, who laid them proſtrate, can enable 
them to riſe: And only He, who ſtripp'd them of 
their liberty, could give them power over his own. 
It then they needed his licence to lay hands upon 
him, they were not long held in ſuſpence without 
it. No: Love, beneficent Love had already bound 
his generous heart, and this ſecret captivity of 
heart made him renounce and give up all his privi- 
leges. Jesus therefore, in concert with Love, re- 
ſolved to work no more miracles for his ſafe- 
ty, voluntarily gave himſelf up into the hands of 
his perſecutors. Still-----who, Chriſtians, do you 
imagin, might be the firſt dread-defying wretch, 
who ventured to lay violent hands upon the Lord 
of liberty? Was it, think you, ſome infidel, ſome 
atheiſt, ſome canibal, ſome monſter-compound of 
tyger and Barbarian? Such had been proper in- 
ſtruments for a deed ſo black. But no: The un- 
natural a& was too atrocious for their ſofter, leſs 
ungrateful nature. To aggravate the dire affront, 
the execution of ſuch baſeneſs muſt be reſerved for 
an apoſtle. 

Oh Juda: Juda: Was't thou then the baſeſt 
felon whom the Fews could pitch upon, to head 
the dauntleſs rabble ſent to ſeize on fas Perfi- 
dious wretch! baſeſt of traitors! that Ixsus choſe 
thee to ſpread his name from pole to pole: And 
ar't thou come to bind his ſacred perſon with a 
falſe embrace, and betray him thus into the hands 
of barbarity? Was this the beſt return thou had*ſt 
to make him for making thee of the number of his 
choſen twelve, for bringing thee to the dignity of 
prieſthood, for feeding thee with his precious'body 
and blood; to betray him with a murderous kiſs? 
To make uſe of his friendſhip for thee, to perpe- 
trate thy enmity againſt him ? To pervert the ſur- 
eſt pledge of peace and ſafety into a fignal of war 
and ruin? Whomever I ſball kiſs, that is be: bold 
bin? Oh wretch of wretches! oh Antonomaſia 
of all traitors! oh------But ! Since that 2 
ing Lord whom thou betrayeſt, gives thee the kiſs 
of peace; I will not declare againſt thee war. Since 
he vouchſafes to call thee friend, I will not call 
thee one opprobrious name. Say then, friend (ſince 
Jesvs calls thee ſo) to what ar thou come i I it 


to adore ad extra, that loving Lord, whoſe pre- 


cious body, blood and foul, and godhead are ſtill en- 
ſhrined within thy breaſt? Or, is it to make an 
honourable reparation for the injury thou has't done 
him, in ſelling his unpurchaſeable Majeſty for thir- 
* St. Mat. xxvi. 48. + hid. 50. 


ty 
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ty pieces of periſhable drofs.? Ah no! The rage, 
with which thy impious tribe draw near, lay 
bands om Irsos, and bold him. In captivity, 


ſufficiently betrays the unrelenting perfidy with 


which thou ar't come, to add to thy ſecret trea- 
chery, the public inſult of ſeizing him with as ma- 

hands as thou has' t 1 anon with — 

then, u oreature ! Go! How little does 
thy 7 avail thee | Giving- up thy 
Lord, thou has't given- up every treaſure. Not 
even thy ſordid bribe ſhall avght avail: thee, No: 
Puke-forth the price of this flagitious deed, and let 
it buy a bnrying place for ſtrangers. F Whatever 
thy perverted views might be, Ixsus conſented not 
to being ſold, . for the encouragement of covetife 
but that his blood might be a pledge of hoſpitality, 
an aſylum even to ſtrangers, even in death. Go 
then; repent thee of thy folly; and, for want of a 
viler tongue to accuſe thee, become thy own accu- 
ſer. Say then, for thou may'ſt ſay with truth: 


I have fonned, betraying juſt blood: Judas“ 


Thou has't: ſaid it: But oh miſplaced repentance |! 
Oh miſguided' penitent! Why own thus much to 
thy accomplices? Or, why not ſay as much to thy 
forgiving Maſter ? ali had'ſt thou but join'd to that 
Hail: Rabbi, with which thou did'ſt betray him, 
one deep relenting ſigh, and ſard; after Dav1y, || 


To thee alone bave I finn'd, and done evil before 


ther How happily had'ſt not thou repair'd all the 
former wrongs thou had'ſt done him! How had'ſt 
thou not afforded him room to pardon thee, room 
to be juſtified in reſtoring thee to his grace and 
room to overcome, when raſhly judged for fo do- 
ing!“ But ah; thy repentance is a repentance of 


deſpair, not a repentance of love, and therefore void 


of fruit. In van do'ſt thou think; along with the 
wages of thy iniquity, to throw the guilt of it on 
thy accomplices. The N is all thy own. 
Thow has't- ſinn'd, and what is that to them ? Do 


thou. look to it. F Go then once more, unretenting 


Judas Go,.moſt hapleſs of wretches! Receive the 


true wages of thy perverſity, and for want of a 
viler executioner become thy own. I make no 


doubt, Chriſtians, but that you are all, by this 


time, exaſperated againſt the treachery of this falſe 


diſciple. But ah ! why then do you practiſe it 
yourſelves? Oh, what treacheries againſt Ixsus 
does not avarice, luſt, revenge, ambition daily 
work in the breaſt of Chriſtians ]! Does not _ 


one” datly fell him for ſome paltry, fleeting, ſatfe; 
unprofitable gain. How often do many of you ſay,. 


® Mat. xxvi. 50. + Ibid. xxvii. 7. 


St. Mat. xxvii. 4. $ bid. xxvi. 49, . Pſalm |. 6. 

For the farther explanation of this Reflection, ſee 

the Paraphraſe to the Seven Penitential Pſalms, upon 
V 


this : Publiſh'd by the ſame Author. 
+ 8. Mat. ii. 4. | 


ahl expect not, I ſhould lead you forwa 


in your hearts, to JIEs Us, enemies, to Satin and 
his miniſters, along with Judas: * © What will 
% you give ne, and I will deliver him to you? Oh, 
* could I, at any rate, but get this ſum of money, 
& that other toy! Oh, could I but aflure that beau- 
ty to my will! Might I but ruin, or oppreſs that 
„ adverſary | Oh, tor this poſt'! that title! the 
*© ſmiles and favour of ſuch à prince, or ſuch a man 
in power! ut Ius us maſt be injured to com- 
paſs this deſire. No, matter. at will you 
« give me, and I will deliver bim to you?” Ah, 
Chriſtians ! Let us, learn from the fall of Judas, 
into what extremities à favorit appetite indulged 
may plunge a man, when it can urge him to ſell 
his Gop. Let us learn from his ruin, that there 
is no price to be ſet upon Gop; and, that he ne- 
ver ought to be made the tool of our inordinate de- 
ſires, or worldly intereſts; Or, if we have alrea- 
dy been ſo wretched as to barter him for earthly 
conſiderations; ah ! let us ranſom him witli our 
tears; let us reſcue him with the returns of our 
penitem love. Why ſhall we load Irsvs with a 
repetition' of our crimes, when theſe ave already 
overwhelm'd him with chains? 

Sacred chains of my Redeemer, which, with this 
firſt moment of his captivity, cloſed-· up the laſt pe- 
riod of his civil- life! Through you it was, he 10 
began to be no more his own maſter, deliver'd into 
the hands of the powers of darkneſs, who robb'd 
him, unjuſtly, of two ſorts of liberty common to 
all- men ; his natural liberty and his civil freedom. 


The former (beloved) was taken from him by ig- 
noble cords, and the latter by that inſulti arreſt 
which put Him into tlie hands of public juſtice; or 


rather let me ſay; of unjuſt tyranny. In ſhort, he 
began His paſſion by his chains; and we ought to 
adore thoſe very chains, although the chains of 
Jesvs, ſinee he ſubmitted to them, only to break 
aſunder our chains, thoſe appetites which hold us 
captives here to ſin, and: ſhall hereafter confine us 
to eternal flames; if we make not a right uſe 0 

his confinement to' ſhake them off. Sacred garden 
of Olives where this capture was made! Sacred 
torrent of Cedron, made precious with his drop- 
ping blood! I bid you now adieu. Already do they 


hurry my Jesvs along: Alteady have the Twelve 


forſaken Him: Methinks I ſee the trophy of his be- 
loved JoHN's timidity (the inen garment T which 
he forſook to flee the lighter) borne in inſulting tf- 
umph amidſt the populace. Jtsos is left alone to 
all the wanton infults of a tumultuous mob. After 
him then; Chriſtians, let our imagination haſte: 


After him let me lead your pitying erf 1 


any ſort of order: What poſſibility is there of 
keeping order, where all is wild diſorder and con- 


52. 
fuſion 


* St. Mat. Xvi. 25. f St. Mart xiv. 51, 
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fuſion? How is it i 

ſcription of the fury, with which they aſſail him, 

on every ſide, in this painful, 22 paſſage 
W 


ble to give you a regular de- 


from the garden to the city; when, after one ſol- 
dier's having ſeized his perſon, all the barbarous 
troop pour'd- in upon him, with ſuch impetuoſity, 
that, like a pack of maſtifs, you would have 
thought they mean'd nothing leſs than to tear him 
immediately limb from limb? How ſhallI point- out 
to you, in ſuch a riot, which ruffians beat him to 
the ground, how many trampled on him, or who 
loaded him with ſpittle, dirt and cords and bruiſes ; 
where all were jointly buſied in buffeting him for- 
ward or dragging him along? All then which I 
ſhall aim at doing, is, to follow my injured Savi- 
our, by the track of his blood, and halt awhile at the 
places where he ſuffered moſt (if moſt there can be 
where all was to excels) and reverently gather-up the 
melancholy relics of diſtreſs, which he ſhall leave 
behind untrodden, uneffaced by the rabble crew 
which thus ſurround him. 

I am not talking to you, Chriſtians, of a com- 
mon thief, abandon'd to the mercy of the popu- 
lace; nor yet of ſome fierce tyger thrown amongſt 
dogs to worry. No: I am talking to you of the 
gentle Lamb of Gop, your Lord and mine plung- 
ed, by our crimes, into a worſe condition. Ah! 
where then is your compaſſion? Behold how this 
innocent Lamb, by the violence of facrilegious 
hands is hurried . „through the melancholy 
ſtreets of Jeruſalem, all cover'd with dirt and in- 


dignities! The firſt tribunal he is haled to is that 


of Annas * the father-in-law of the then reigning 
high-prieſt, who, grown old in iniquities as in 
years, with no juſt room to detain him, yet wants 
the juſtice to acquit him. He queſtions our Lord 
about his doctrin, and our Lord ap for the juſ- 
tification of it to the people. 
ere mark at once of meekneſs and innocence ? 

et needed there no more to make one of this ini- 
quitous judge's ſervants ſmite Chriſt, with a vehe- 
ment ſtroke upon his divine cheek, in complatſance 
to his maſter, f Oh, how many ſouls are led away 
from the ſervice of Gop by ſervil complaiſance for 
creatures! Oh, what a tyrant world, where maſ- 
ters are beſt to be pleaſed at the expence of Gopꝰs 
honour, at the coſt of a dependents ſalvation! Oh 
— Oh malice of worldly reſpect: Cauſe of the 
firſt remarkable injury which Jxsus received in his 

aſſion! Firſt, indeed, but neither the laſt nor the 


leaſt; if we conſider four circumſtances attending 
it: The perſon who gave the blow; the manner 
of giving it; the place Where it was given, and 
the dignity of the perſonage it was level d at. The 
ſtriker was a ſoldier, a menial ſeryant too, arid the 
ſervant of a prieſt, of a judge, of one, who, in 

St. John xviii. 13. 


+ Ibid. 22. 


ould there be a 
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both capacities, ſhould have been an advocate. for 
the criminal, and much more à protector of the 
crimeleſs. The manner was inſolent, was daring, 
was oppreſſive and painful; it was given with all 
the vigour of cruelty ; and tended at once to flap 
the mouth of the accuſed from a juſt defence, and 
to give affurance to his accuſers to aggravate a 
charge they might ſwell with impunity. The ace 
was a public tribunal, where the greateſt of felons 
are indulged with immunity and ſafety ; and, there- 
fore the greater the grievance for the innocent to 
be there inſulted. Ah, what then muſt it be far 
the Son of Gop to receive ſo groſs an affront from 


ſo vile a hand, with ſo much pain and exceſs, as to 


bear the external marks of it imprinted on his bleſſ- 


ed cheek, and that in the preſence of a judge, in 


the eyes of the public! Tell me, men and angels, 
were you ever witueſſes to ſo grievous an affront as 
this which my Jxsus here received? Were you e · 
ver ſpectators of ſo aſtoniſhing a patience? What 
threats did he return? What reproaches did be 
make. What anger did he expreſs at ſo foul an 
affront ? Ah ! all the notice he took of it was, with 
an Fe, a7 8 modeſt rebuke to anſwer: 
* e ſpoken ill, give teſtimany of the evil: 
But if well; why firikef _ ? pol human 
ſufferers! Come, you who are honour'd with ſhar- 
ing a ſimple taſte of Ixsus paſſion ? Come, you who 
think you endure your little ills with conſtaney 
Come and compare your patience with that of 
SUs, and you will find, that, if your ſufferings are 
1 but little in proportion, your patience fill is 
Virtue, even in diſtreſs, never fails to ſtrike an 
inſupportable awe into vice amid'ſt all it's gayeſt 
ſplendor : Annas therefore, unable any lenger 10 
| the irreſiſtible luſtre of Jesvs's innocence ; 
tranſmits him, bound, to Caipbas; + where all his 
ill- treatment was redoubled. So true is it, that 


men, generally ſpeaking, improve in vices as they 


advance in dignities. CGaiphas was reigning: high- 
prieſt for the then year: And he it was who hat 
declared it expedient that one man die for the 
people. 1 What juſtice then had Jrsus to ex- 
& from a judge, who had pre viouſſy determin d 

is death? Or, what wonder was it, that Jn 

declaring himſelf to be what he was, the gon of 
Gop; the miſcreant ſhould, to accempliſh his 
purpole, affect to rend bis garment 4 with zeal for 
Gop's honour ? It being no new thing for hypocrits 
to make the greater external ſhew of religion and 
iety the leſs of -it they have in their hearts. In 
a& this impious high- prieſt, -who could ſhew wo 
much pomp of zeal. for the the name of Goo, was 
not aſhamed to deliver-up. (in open violation of all 
* St. John xviii. 23. + + 8t. Jobn mii. 24 


t Ibid. 14. + St. Mat. xxvi. 65. 35 
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"the rules of legiſlative juſtice) the Son of Gop, to 
be abufed and outrageouſly inſulted by his own do- 
meſtics; who had the inſolence, ſome of them, to 
ſpit in his divine face, and to buffet bim, while 
others, blind-folding him, ſmote bis bleſſed viſage 
with the palms of their bands, ſaying: Prophecy to us, 
Chriſt, who is be who ſtruck thee ? * So true is it, 
generally ſpeaking, that the beſt ſample of a maſter's 
inſolence is the arrogance of his domeſtics. And 
ſo few are the exceptions from that common rule, 


that the ſervants of great men are better diftin- 


guiſh'd, by the vices and outrages they practiſe after 
them, than by the liveries they wear under them. 
But what were all theſe outrages, affronts and 
taunts from Caipbas's ſervants, in compariſon of 
the more grating injuries which JIxsus, at the ſame 
received from his own? Oh Peter ; Was it not 
enough that the Jews ſhould ſuborn falſe evidence 
to accuſe thy Lord; but thou, without a bribe, 
muſt add thy voluntary perjuries to teſtify againſt 
him? Thoſe witneſſes, who ſold their evidence, 
were perjured only in their being venal: They 
ſwore to miracles Chriſt ſpoke and wrought: Yet, 
what they ſwore was true. But Peter, more per- 
jured than them all, preventing every bribe, began 
to curſe and ſwear that be knew not the man. + 
Ah faint-hearted diſciple! why all this fear and 
ſhame? Was this of a piece with thy former for- 
wardneſs to die rather than forſake thy Maſter? 
Or, was this Maſter ſo changed in manners, that it 
was become ſcandalous to have him even for an 
acquaintance ? Or, finally, was his countenance ſo 
changed as that thou really could'ſt not know him? 
Ah no! What tho”, as his prophet 1 had foretold, 
bis former beauty nor comelineſs were any mare te 
be ſeen; what though, become deſpiſed and meſ? 
abjeft of men, bis look was, as it were, bidden and 
contemn'd ; what though, bearing our infirmities, 
he appeared, as it were, a leper, and ſirucken by 
Gov and bumbled; yet was he not alter'd in his 
dreſs: Yet did his ſeamleſs garment $ diſcover him 
to thee. Yet did his unvaried ſanctity of man- 
ners manifeſt him io be that ſame Jxsus, whom 
thou had'ſt promiſed, at the peril of thy lite, rather 
to die than deſert ; though all the world beſides 
mould forſake him. || Ah! own then, Peter, that 
@by triple denial was the triple effect of thy incon- 
ſtancy. Own that .Jesvs knew thee better than 


thou kneweſt thyſelf; when, to check thy pre- 


ſumptive confidence, he ſo plainly foretold thee: 
before the cock crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice. 
Hear how the faithful bird, with it's reproaching 


note bids thee to bewail thy faithleſs fickleneſs. 


Ves: Peter hear'd: And going-fortb wept bitterly.+ 
St. Mat. xxvi. 68. f Ver. 67, 74. l Iſaiah 
liii. 2, 3, 4. 


33. id. 34,75. f St. Mat. xxvi. 73, 


$ St. Jobs ix, 23. || St. Mat. xxvi. 7 


But why this going-forth ? Muſt Jrsus feel the 
bitter fting at heart of this his primary apoſtle's 
faithleſs fall? and yet not have the conſolation to 
ſee him riſe again? Yes: So he himſelf diſpoſcd. 
Already had he given-up all comforts upon earth, 
and this among the reſt. Peter too was ſtill in the 
occaſion of his ſin, while he continued in the fatal 
court ; and therefore muſt go-forth to weep. For 
no repentancc can be true, no tears ſincere or fruit- 
ful, which do not firſt ſet-out with an effectual re- 
moval of the occaſion: And he, who loves danger, 
ſhall periſh in it.* Or, rather let me ſay with 


equal truth: Peter was penitent; but Peter ſtill 
was weak, and wanted fortitude of mind publicly. 


to repair the public ſcandal he had brought upou 
his Lord, by publicly diſowning him. O wretched, 
wrerched weakneſs of human heart! How ready, 
how bold, with Peter, to fin in public! How fear- 
ful, how aſham'd with Peter to weep in public 
the ſcandal given! Ah, *tis too general a caſe with 
Chriſtians ! How many of them glory in the pub- 
lic ſcandal they bring upon the name and faith of 
Chriſt, by their unchriſtian manners! How very 
rarely do we fee the true relenting convert, who 
bluſhes not to give Gop glory in as open a repara- 
tion of his honour? Hence, the ſource, perhaps, 
of ſo many and ſuch repeated relapſes. All are 5 
repenting in private with Peter: None for the pub- 
lic repentance of a Publican or Magdalen, And, 
therefore, perhaps, is it that we rarely ſee repenr 
tances ſo ſincere, fo fervent, or ſo laſting as theirs 
were. 

Well, Saviour of the world! If thou ar't to 
meet with no more juſtice at this judge's bar, than 
thou has't hitherto found; it is time to move 
hence. Yes, the cauſe of the poor may eaſily 
change tribunal; but ſeldom meets with ought but 
oppreſſion at any. From Caipbas then 2 is 
tranſmitted to Pilate, + and from Pilate to Herad, 1 
who, diſappointed of the oftentation of miracles he 
expected to find in the divine criminal, conſtrues 
his re ſerve and ſilence into folly. For, in the 
courts of earthly princes to lie; to deceive; to cir- 
cumvent with the tongue; to riſe, by impoſition, 
on the ruin of a companion; to advance by flatte- 
ry, in the favour of the prince, or the patron, is the 
wiſdom in vogue. But to love truth, to be inof- 
fenſive, to keep a prudent reſerve on the mouth is 
downright folly. And, therefore, is Jxsus ſent 
back again by Hered to Pilate dreſt in a white gar- 
ment, the type, in thoſe times, of a fool or an idiot. 
Poor Jesus ! where are thy ſorrows to end, which 
are here but commencing ? Alas, with the change 
of thy dreſs thoy, ar't not to change uſage, or 27 
to change it for worſe. What, though the candor 

* Fecleſ.. iii. 27. + St. Luke xxiii. 1. f 161d, 7 
$ Did. 11. of 
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of thy garment be an emblem of thy innocence? 
What can innocence avail at a court, but to draw 
upon thee the more cruel oppreſſion ? Pilate has a 
court: Pilate too is a politician. And ah! how 
rarely do politicians ever form a ſcheme which is 
not the oppreſſion of ſome innocent? Nay, which 
is not, in ſome ſenſe, a condemnation of Gop ? 
Nevertheleſs, our politic preſident would fain ſet 
Chriſt at liberty; not ſo much from any zeal of 
righting the injured and miniſtering juſtice to the 
oppreſt as becauſe he is puzzled, ſo extremely puz- 
zled to find, even a plauſible plea to condemn him, 
that he is forced in public to avow his perplexity : 
I find no cauſe in this Man. * No, truly : No cauſe 
either of condemnation or trial : On the reverſe, be 
knew that the chief prieſls for envy bad deliver'd 
bim. + Why then, oh Pilate, do'ſt thou not ſet 
Jesvs at liberty? Yes, Pilate would gladly do fo; 
could he make it agree with his worldly purſuits ; 
could he do it without riſk of being miſrepreſented 
ta Ceſar, and loſing his intereſt with him. Oh, 


how many political Pilates don't we daily fee, who 


would gladly ſet Ixsus at liberty in the releaſe of 
an inſolvent debtor, m the juſt recompenſe of the 
hired labourer, in the forgiveneſs of a perſecuted 
enemy ; did it but ſuit with their paſſions, pleaſures 
and Intereſts! But when was there ever any 
underſtanding between the maxims of Chriſt and 
the maxims of the world ? Never, no, never : Nor 
can there ever be. There is no ſerving two maſ- 
ters at once. There is no reconciling the intereſts 
of Heaven with thoſe of the earth ; nor thoſe of 
Chriſt with thoſe of P. late. If you will be friends 
with Chriſt; you will ſoon be declared no friends 
to Cæſar. t Pilate however reſolves on a trial of 
his (kill ; and, to ſave that life which Jzsus ſo de- 
ſpiſed, robs him of (what is dearer to him than 
life) his honour and dignity, by putting him in 
compariſon with an infamous felon. 


At the ſame time of year, it was cuſtomary for | 


the preſident to gratify the people with the liberty 
of freeing fome criminal adjudged guilty of death ; 
and an old offender, Barabbas by name, notorious 
for the number as well as blackneſs of his crimes, 
was actually in priſon. This then does Pilate pitch 
upon to couple with Ixsus: Imagining that the de- 
formity of the compariſon might render the divine 


criminal leſs odious to the people. But ah, how 


vain is their attempt, who think, by doing evil 
to effect ſome — , No, no: is craft 
and fervil views once ſeize che heart; there is ſel- 
dom any difference made between virtue and vice, 
between innocence and guilt; unleſs it be to give 
the latter the preference. Whom will you then, 
cries the time-ſerving judge, that I releaſe to you; 
* Ibid. 4. St. Fohn nx. 4. f St. Ar. vi- 48. 

+ St. Jabn xix. 12 ta 

vor. It "® UM: d Ne 
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Barabbas, or Ixsus who is called Carer d And 
where was the wonder to hear the deceived multi- 
tude cry- ut: Not him, whom you have named 
„ laſt, but Barabbas #”” F Where was the won- 
der, I /ay, when, after having been practiſed up- 
on by the prieſts, and the leaders of their party,, 
they find Barabbas to be the firſt on the preſident's 
liſt? Whom will you that I releaſe to you Barab- 
bas or Jesus? Trivial then as this ſee.ning over- 
ſight may appear in itſelf, the conſequences ſhew 
how criminal ſuch miſtakes are, in thoſe, who, 
prefiding, ought to uſe every caution not to miſ- 
ide the judgment of thoſe they preſide over. For, 
from ſuch errors, too often maliciouſly premeditat- 
ed in elections, whether politic or religious, it of- 
ten follows, that the worthleſs are prefer'd and 
the worthy ſet aſide; it often follows, that igno+ 
rance, impudence, folly, vice and factious ambi- 
tion are advanced, to cruſh knowledge, modeſty, 
ſenſe, and guileleſs merit. Oh Chriſtian EleQors ! 
How often are your votes, even in religious affairs, 
miſguided by the like party-rage, paſſion, malice, 
and baſer motives which aCtuated this ſordid popu- 
lace ? Jxsus was innocent, and in that, unlike the 
4 oh No wonder then, that, with ſuch previous 
iaſes, they ſhould poſtpone him to Barabbas, 
who was a thief, a traitor, a ſower of public 
diſcord, a header of ſedition, in ſhort, a facti- 
ous, flagitious knave, a murderer of his bre- . 
thren's lives and characters, f and, therefore, the 
more like themſelves. Oh, ſhocking choice! Oh 
election of all injuries the moſt injurious to Ixsus. 
And yet how often is not it imitated, nay improved 
upon, by Chriſtians, who, not content with prefer- 
ing the will of this powerful man, of that beauti- 
ful, wanton woman, of this other ſinner, to that 
of Jesus, prefer their very paſhons and crimes to 
the perſon itſelf of Iæsuvs. Not bim but Barab- 
% Bas, they cry; whenever he is ſet in competi- 
* tion with a favorit fin. What have I to do 
* with my ſacramented GoD; now this poſt has 
ce offer*d, now that beauty invites.“ Ah, Barab- 
bas, Baratbas is the word: Chriſtians! ' Not Chriff, 
but Barabbas. - _. 1/3?” 4 v0. 4" 
This ſcheme then defeated, to what ſtratagem 
ſhall Pilate have recourſe, to ſave Ixsus? Why 
My bloed creeps chilling along my vems,. and my 
very foul ſhudders but to relate it! Grown cruel in 
compaſſion, to reſcue his guiltleſs priſoner from one, 
Fra 1 he puts him to the torture of a thouſand. 
In ſhort, he takes him, and has him inhumanly: 
ſcourged. Pilate, lays the Evangeliſt, 9 


and ſcourged bim. $ Ah, how many, like Pilate, 


ſcourge Irsus with the barbarous piety of their ſer- 
* St. Mat. xxvii. 17. + St. John xvii 40. 1 St. 


La 


Mat. xxvii. 10. St. Mark xy. 7. St. Luke xxili. 19, 25! 


St. Jobn xvili. 40. 14 St. John XX. 1. n . 
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vil complaiſances, in numberleſs venial ſins ; who 


ſoon af er, like Pilate, are thence drawn-in to give 


him to crucifixion with mortal ones! Oh Chriſ- 
tians! Believe me, there is no making honourable 
or ſafe terms with fin. The fortreſs, which once 
parleys deliberately with that tyrant, will ſooner 
or later be reduced to ſurrender at diſcretion. But! 
What ſaid /? Or, what do I hear? Pilate took 
Feſus and ſeourged bim. What unheard-of baſe- 
neſs was this of the preſident, to break-out into 
ſuch unprovoked fury againſt the ſacred perſon of 
Chriſt; and, after acting the part of a corrupted 
ruler, to become a relentleſs butcher? Pilate took 
Jeſus and ſcourged bim? Oh grandees! rulers! 


3 maſters, guardians, and heads of civil or 


meſtic government ! How don't I tremble more 
for you than even for Pilate / Pilate took Jeſus and 
ſeourged bim? Let me fee! Pilate, during the 
flagellation of Chriſt, remain'd all the while quiet 
within his palace; too diſtant from his ſacred per- 
ſon to be able to hurt him with a finger. What 
then? Still were thoſe ruffians ſcourging our Sa- 
viour with the arm of Pilate: Or, rather let me 
ſay, Pilate was all the while ſcourging IJxsus 
CnRisr with the weapons ard hands of every-one 
of them. Every ciime, committed by the direc- 
tion, or connivance, of the head, is the crime of 
the head. Not only ſubjects, but even the ſins of 
ſubjects, too often pay tribute to their ſuperiors : 
And, as theſe, generally ſpeaking, lay claim to the 
chief diſpoſal of their perſons and wills; ſo too 
Have they commonly the largeſt ſhare in their guilt. 
You, Oh gentry, think you do not ſcourge Chriſt, 


becauſe taken-up'with your devotions, you gene- 


rally prefer 1 to a ridotto, your prayers 
to à play. But who knows, that your domeſtics, 
your dependents, are not ſcourging Jxsus CHRIS 
with their irregularities, which you take fo little 
thought to look into, and ſo little pains to reform. 
You, oh maſters of families, think, you never 
feourge him, becaufe.you are not only diligent at 
the public ſerviee of mornings and evenings, on 
days of obligation, but for ever on your knees at 
prayer, or on your feet, in an ill-timed fearch of 
erroneous ſinners to convert them : But who knows 
chat your ſtarving wife and children are not ſcourg- 
img him with their murmurings for want of that 
bread, which your induſtry; in your ſtation, ſnould 
earn them? Who knows that your family will not, 
one day, firſt ſcourge and then crucify him through 
the groſs ignorance and wants of education, and 
common-neceffaries, to which your lazy zeal ex- 
poſes them; by your renouncing your real vocations 
to the edifying others, by a pious induſtry. in your 
own profeſſion, and loitering away your time in a 
ſhameful uſurpation of the office, not your. own, 
of preaching and diſputing? You, ob. mothers and- 


miſtreſſes of families, you too fooliſhly flatter your. 
ſelves, that you never ſcourge Chriſt, becauſe, 
forſooth, with a book of piety in hand, you are 
forever ſcreening yourſelves, in ſome chapel or clo- 
ſet, from thoſe cares which make up one eſſential 
part of your duty. But how often are your chil- 
dren ſcourging Chriſt in your abſence with fins 
which your miſtaken tenderneſs rather indulges 
them in, than corrects them for? How frequently 
do the diſorderly riots of your domeſtics heap 
ſcourges on Chriſt by the favour of your indolent 
piety? How often do you provoke your huſbands 
to ſcourge Jesvs CurisT with their anger, their 
oaths, and their imprecations, while you, leaving 
your houſes in every diſorder (to go hear a fermon 


you are unfit to profit by; to S ſeek an indul- 


mm you are unworthy to gain ;) are loſing your- 
elves in the corner of a church, at the foot of ſome 
altar? You, oh ſervants, imagin you never ſcourge 
your Lord, if you can ſteal away from your work to 


de'yourſelves in a church, or place of piety. What, 
though PII ſuppoſe you never make it a phariſaic 


pretext to pay your loitering viſits, or ſinful ren- 
dezvous 3 What though I'll ſuppoſe you ſpend all 
the time you are abſent, in hearing more public 
prayers than one, in hearing ſermons, or running 
after God's miniſters ; Know you not that your 
time is not your own? Know you not that, once 
your ſuperiors do their duty in allowing you the 
necellary leiſure to do your public devotions to 
Gop, and receive the requiſit inſtructions, all the 
time you waſte beſides, without their conſent, is a 
real robbery ? Know you not, that all the reſt of 
your time ould be employed in your private de- 
votions, and that your private devotions ſhould con- 
fiſt in the ſanctifying the menial works they require 
at your hands, and pay you for? And, if your a. 
buſing their indulgence in that particular, ſhould* 
provoke them to wrath, to oaths and indecent pal- 
ſions; if it ſhould induce them to ftraiten thoſe 
neceſſary liberties, with others after you, who 
might make a better uſe of them; if it ſhould in. 
cenſe them into that impious way of thinking,---f 
preferring the ſervice of thoſe who are ſtrangers to 
Go, to the houſhold of faith, they, indeed, will 
ſcourge Chriſt, and that ſeverely too. But you, who. 
are the original cauſes, will be the ſevereſt ſcourgers. 
Yes, yes, oh deareſt part of Chriſt's flock ! Y ou, 
oh ſerving Chriſtians | betieve me, not out of con- 
tempt; but out of the firſt-born tenderneſs I have 
for you, L muſt tell you, that, if you; indulge ſuch 
practices, you are loſing your time, and lofing your. 


ſelves. For 'tis not devotion, but the proſtitution 


it: Tis not aſſiſting at prayers, but ſkulking from 
work :-*Tis not going to ſermons, but gadding — 
der pretext of them: Tis not ſeeking. prieſts for 
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Mpry : Finally, if it be not a direct flagellation 
of child with Fr own hands; it is obliquely 
ſcourging him with the hands of others. Oh how 
many Chriſtians, in every ſtation of life, fooliſhly 
deceiving themſelves wa their hands with Pilate 
and fay after him, * I am innocent of the blood of 
this juſt man: Whereas Chriſt all the while owes 
to none more than to them the cruel butchery of 
his flagellation | 

But, ah Chriſtians ! let us leave that unnatural 
office to his barbarous executioners. If Chriſt muſt 
de thus ill treated, let him not be ill-uſed by us his 
friends: Leave that to his profeſt enemies. Too 
effectually, in fact, have they done it: And, oh 
how cruelly | One thing however we have to con- 
ſole us: That thoſe monſters could not be more 
eager to torment Chriſt than he was to ſuffer. He 
himſelf advances chearful to the fatal pillar: He 
himſelf ſtrips off his garment: He himſelf ſtretches 
forth his lovely arms to the ignoble cords prepared 
to tie him: He himſelf, emboldening the heartleſs 

rarits to begin their office in the words of the roy- 
4 Pſalmiſt, + I am prepared for ſcour ges; ſteps- in 
between the anger of his eternal Father, and man- 
kind, againſt whom his ſcourge was lifted-up upon 
the point to ſtrike. Thus, often ſhall you ſee a ten- 
der mother ſtep-in between her guilty ſon and angry 
huſband, to ward the blows the parent levels at 
the child, and make her body a ſhield to defend 
him. But now the ruffians begin to ſhower down 
the mercileſs ſtrokes: Now, from his precious 
Srame, not drops but ſtreams of blood guſh forth 
at every turn of ſcourge. Think, Chriſtians, think 
you hear the ſounding ſtripes upon his ſacred fleſh, 
ſtripe upon ſtripe, too quick to count, like the re- 
peated peals of rattling thunder. What ſhouts the 
rabble make at every bolder ſtroke l Their hatred 
enhanced by their cruelty, choſe for the bloody pur- 
poſe, a ſpecious court cloſely crowded with ſoldiers, 
who (divided into bands, to relieve one-another, and 
take their turns in the barbarous ſport) tired their 
arms before they tired their cruelty in tormenting 
him. No meaſure was uſed in the number of laſhes, 
no rule in the choice of the weapons, no exceptions 
made againſt ſwitches, knotted cords, or rods of 
briar and thorn. In ſhort, to ſuch inhuman exceſs 
did their fury extend, that, at length, for want of 
room to open freſh ſores, ou they tortured, to ex- 
** ceſs, not his limbs but his wounds,” as St. Cy- 


| 2 beautifully expreſſes it: And what the holy 


6b, t ſaid allegorically of his own body, Is us 
might literally ſay of his; They bave pour'd-forth 
my bowels upon the earth: They have cut me with 
wound upon wound, So that we are not ſo much 
to conſider his bleſſed frame as mangled and disfi- 


St. Mat. xxvii. Eſal ii. 18. 
18 ge + Pſalm XXV il. 1 
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gured with wounds; but rather as one continued 
wound. But, what ſhall I add to deſcribe him to 
you, in this barbarous paſſage, after what I have 
ſaid? unleſs it be that, from the ſole of the ſoot to 
the crown of the head, he had not a whole place in 
his fleſh. 

But ſtay your rage, ye, what ſhall I call you? 
Men? No: Savages | tygers! monſters | ſuſpen« 
a-while your barbarous fury; and let us ſee, if any 

ity may be ſhewn to Ixsus. Methinks my withes 
ave recall'd that cruel period to my view; and I 
ſtand pleading for my Saviour to his parent's mercy. 
Father eternal! Who is it, whom now contem- 
plate thus ill-treated ? Is it not thy dear, thy inno- 
cent, and — Son? Yes, (methinks the 
% heavenly Father anſwers) my Son he is. But 
then he is thy victim, thy fin-offering, loaded 
and overwhelm'd with thy enormities. Strike 
© therefore, executioners: Strike-on as bold as e- 
« yer.” But oh, eternal Gop of mercies! Has 
he not bled enough as yet for evils not his own ? 
Were it not tune to put an end to ſo much ſavage 
cruelty. © Ah yes! It would, it might, it ſhould 
«© be time to end it; would men once think it time 
3 * an end to ſinning.“ Oh Gop of my 
heart | Is there no more required then to reſcue 
— from his anguiſh? Ah, ſtay the barbarous 
tcher-hands ! Let them no more lift up their ſa- 
crilegious arms to ſtrike that bleeding innocent 
Command them to unlooſe the horrid knot which 
keeps him bound, and ſet my Ixsus free. Behold 
both me, and all this contrite audience, join'd in 
ſentiment, grieved from our ſouls that ever we have 
icourged him with our crimes, or thoſe of others: 
And tor the love of thee, and him, and thy eternal 
love, reſolved we are, through your all-powerful 
race, rather to die the ſharpeſt death than ever 
courge him more. Oh, my dear auditors ! Were 
we but ſteadily reſolved on this ; how happy might 
not we be! How might not we heal-up all the ſores 
of ſxsus! And how would not every fore he felt 
rejoice him ſtill! But, alas! And with hat ſhame 
and terror am not I ſeized when I think of it ! This 
is a reſolution taken every year on this holy day, 
and a reſolution every year broken within = few 
days after. And ah, to our confuſion 1 ſee, and” 
am forced to own, that Chriſtianity, enter d in wp- 
on the rage of Gentiliſm, and the tury of th - 


nagogue, with improvements of perfidy, ſtilli cg e 
tinues to ſcourge Ixsus CHRIsT. The thought 


St. Auguſtin's: Take it, therefore, in his own wargy- 
« Ah! With daily crimes, ſays the Saint, we 
« ſcourge our Lord over again.” Tis not, how- 
ever, that Ixs us is any longer expoſed to feel the 
weight of our ſcourges. No: He is now impaſſi- 
ble; and, in himſelf, can no more ſuffer ; But then 
for that no thanks are due to us. Av often as we 

G 2 | repeat 
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thinks T hear him, in a languid, half. expiring tone, 


thoſe erimes ſor which he onee endured the 
foourge, ſlill do we fo often ſeourge him over- again, 
as much as in us lies. Thus I, unworthieſt of his 
. miniſters, how often have not I ſcourged him ! 
How: often do not I ſtill continue to ſcourge him, 
with the ſcandals I have given, and (ſtill tho“ unde- 
— Gghedly) may give ! How often don't we all, more 
briefs ſcourge him, with our irreverences at the 
altar to his precious body and blood; with our o- 
miſſions towards his myſtic body, the flock com- 
mitted to our charge; and with our little breaches 
of charity one towards another! You, oh nobility ! 
How frequently don't you ſcourge JusUs CHRIS, 
with the heaven-defying pride of your arrogant, o- 
ver- bearing, all-eruſhing thoughts? With the diſ- 
folute extravagancies which urge fo many of you to 
the oppreſſion of your tenants; to the ruin of your 


ereditors; to the exaſperation of your domeftics - 
and dependants; to the contempt, or at leaft ne- 


glect, of thoſe: poor, over whom Providence ap- 
pointed you not tyrants but ſtewards ? And finally, 
with the lux 
vices, which, ſtep by ftep, ſoften your conſtitutions 
into rottenneſs and impotence; and, often- times 
gradually harden your confciences to apoſtacy and 
1mpenitence * You, oh men of trade] How gene- 
ratty don't you ſeourge your Lard, with your frands, 
impoſitions and extortions, enhanced with the ma- 
ny (oh how many) lies, imprecations and perjurres, 

never make a ſcruple of * You, O revenge- 
bal, with the rancour of your reſentment ? You, oh 
ſenſualiſts, with your obſcenities * You, oh men 
in general, with Lin untold variety of your anti- 
chnſtian diſorders? And you, oh women, with the 
enfnaring vanity of your drefles and airs, or the mur- 
derous laſh of ſcandal-ſpreading tongues ?: Ah 
let us generally confeſs one humble, melancholy 
wrath: I; you; all of us, every day, more or lefs, 
are guilty of the flagellation of Chriſt. Yes, “ ah! 
wih daily-erimcs we fcourge our Lord over a- 
gain. But, what ſtrange ſouls are ours then 
Are we men, or rather are we furies? Oh, deareft 
Fellow-Chriſtians! That asus would confent to 
be cruelly. ſcoorged for us, was furely an infinitly 
feetexceſs of clemency. But that we ſhould baſe- 
ly reſolve to have him ſcourged by us, werte an ex- 
_sefs of. hat ſhall I call it ? Do you find out the 

amt expel} ng! 105 12S 7 9957 29 

Ah, my deareſt JEsvs- l What Chriſtian can 
have: the heart (or rather fo far want a heart) to 
fcourge thee over-again, who once beholds thee in 
ſpirit, loofen'd from the fatal pillar, and fallen 
fainting” on the ground, half drown'd in thy own 
gore d But Jas us, methinks, riſing from that pool. 
of his own blood, launches thenee to the borders of 
thy heart; oh Chriſtian, and ſues for admittance. 


Ta every- one of you apart, I ſpeak, beloved. Me- 


and other faſhionable follies and 


thus pleading with your foul: * Oh, my dear 
* foul! dear purchaſe of my tendereſt affections 
% To thee I addreſs theſe faint remains of a voice, 
once ſo enchanting, to tell thee, that all the pains 
I now endure, I only endure for thee. Number 
« over, if thou can'ſt do it, all my ſores; theſe on 
my back; theſe others on my fide; theſe on my 
* breaſt and ſtomach; and theſe too whick have 
* penetrated to my very bowels and heart. See 
* how, as my Prophet had foretold, * nner, 
and you among the reſt, bave built upon my 
* back; inaſmuch as they bave prolong'd their ini- 
« quity. And know, if you cannot number them, 


that of all this numberleſs heap of ſores they have 


* buift o__ me, there is not one, which was not 
** borne for thy ſalvation: Some to cleanfe thee of 
thy impurities: Some to atone for thy revenges ; 
* and all to ſatisfy for all thy ſins. Oh deareſt 
* Spouſe! Can'ſt thou want greater ſignals of my 
% tove? Do I, after all this aſk. too much in aſking 
* thee to love me ? Of thoufands of ſores which call 
© upon thee for a return of love, ſhall not one fin- 
« gle one be heard? Ah, if ſtill thou can't not love 
* me; if ſtiff thou has't in view ſome creature more 
* lovely in thy eye than this thy Saviour thus dif- 
*©. figured for the love of thee; at teaſt vouchſafe 
* to pity him thou can'ft not love, and do not tri- 
© umph over fo much blood] throughout this cruel 
< feries of tortures, for thy loved ſake, I aſk'd not 
« mercy of my eternal Father. *Tis now I aſk ! 
of thy heart. Ah, refuſe it not then! Ah, ſpar 
* henceforth this reſt of blood and fleſh, and open 
* not freſh fores in my heart, with new offences 
«© Remember ; *tis your Gop is ſpeaking to you: 
« *Tis your Saviour who is pleading with you?” 
Chriſtians! What fay you to all this? Can you be 
deaf to the voice of this divine charmer, charming ſo 
ſweetly ? Can you reſiſt the eloquence of ſo muck 
blood? Can you perſiſt unmoved at the ſight of 
ſuch and ſo many wounds? If you can; the infer- 
nal regions have no inflexibility of guilt, no obdu- 
racy of heart, which may compare with yours. 


FELL, beloved brethren. What do you 
think of jesus? Your J=svs ſcourged? 
Your Izsus all-over bloody? Your J£s0s alf- 
ever bruiſes, wounds and fores? Not 'Caipha! 
(as once of old, ) is queſtioning the Jews; But 
unworthy miniſter of Fabby . / What think 
ou of Chriſt ? What think you of his executioners! 
as he not ſuffer'd, think ye, enough at preſent? 
Or can they, do you think, augment their cruelty” 
Surely not? Sorety the freſh ſtir, which, me- 


thinks, they make about him is the emoricn'of - 


turning pity awaken'd in them by the veice of l 
* Pſalm.cxxviii. 3, + St. Mat, xxvi. 66. * Dry 
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much innocent blood as they have ſhed ? Courage 
then, relenting ſoldiers! Strip Jesus gently: Strip 
him anew, to apply ſome healing balm to the ſores 

u have made. Without hearts of ſteel, it is im- 
poſſible for you to reſtrain your tenderneſs at the 
ſight of ſuch wounds, in view of ſuch anguiſh. But 
ah! What hopes were there that any pity ſhould 
be ſhewn to J=s$vs? Too truly were their hearts 
more obdurate than ſteel. They ſtripp'd him indeed, 
but with ſuch cruel violence; that, tearing-off his 
garments already glued to his congeal'd fores, they 
open'd them alt atreſt» with the exquliteſt ſmart, 
and thus r2new'd in one 2 — $19 8 
ture of his flagellation. Grown wanton in their 
rage, that — be pompaully cruel z. they 
had recourſe to ingenuity z and, renouncing to every 
Inſtrument of ſmart made uſe of by the barbarity 
of former ages, invented one which might make 
all poſterity ſhrink with horror; And platting a 
erown of ſeventy twe - enarmous, therns,. they 
torced them into his ſacred head and temples with 
the weight of a club. What. eloquence ſhall 
make uſe of, Chriſtian hearers, or what rhetoric 
can be needful, to expeeſs the exceſs. of anguiſh 
which Jesus muſt have endured from this ſo un- 
heard of a diadem? Surely yow have not lived to 
theſe years, not to knew, how (ſenſible. the head 
is to every the leaſt pleaſure. or pain? Whenever 
that ſuffers, for little 1 ſuffers, the whole man muſt 
hanguiſh. But little it cannot ſuffer: For that, 
which, in any other leſs noble part, would be pain, 
in the head is ſpaſm; is agony 3. and. a fotetaſbe of 
death. In that is the ſeat ob hte; m that are an 
almoſt infinit vatiety of nerves and veins and arte- 
ties; and that keeps-up ſo perpetual and intimate a 
correſpondence with the heart, that it never can 
imart without plunging the heart into the deepeſt 
diſtreſs. Euſebius in bis hiſtory tells us that one 


fingle thorn lodged in the foot af a. lion ſent him 
turious about the deſerts, with the rage of the pains: 


Shaking the very woods and rending the very skies 
with the loudneſs of his roar. Ah h Gaeſs yon then 
Chriſtians, what anguiſh : the tender Irsus muſt 
have felt from, not one ſingle: thotn, but a kind 


ef buſh. of thorns all around deeply piercing and. 


torturing his facred head and temples. Ah! Let us 
7 and we ſhall ſay but truth, that this cruek crown 
of thorns gave ss as many deaths as it had 
points, which, martyrizing-without totally Rilling, 
plunged him in a ſea of the bittereſt diſttoſa. But 
oh heavens} Man, wretched man crown'd with 
toſes, and the Lord of angels with thorns? What 
tall ve. ſay to ſo prepoſterous à treatment? How 
—— Is account for ſuch a.. horrid. inverſion of 
r . A 1855 2 


any fignat victory oyer the public enemy to be car- 
St., Mat. xxvii. 29. | 


dre u from thence ſo large a waſte of 


tian's Soul: T bart” with dtd" | | 
er 22 oubun t wd ny ber f Oh 
then, ſweeteſt 
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ried in public triumph, with the very ſword in his 
hand with which he overcame in the battle. The 
malediQion then which after the tranſgreſſion of 
Adam, was laid on the whole race of men import- 
ing, among other chaſtiſements, that the earth ſhould 
yield them a continual harveſt of thiſtles and thorns: 
herefore did the divne Jesus, conquering with 
the torture of bis thorns the malediction of human 
nature, chuſe triu thy to have thoſe cruel 
thorns on his facred head; and to bear them in the 
form of a crown: Meaning thereby te ſhew ws 
that what- the impious crueſty of his adverſaries. 
intended for à ludibrions torture, was in reality a. 
a diadem of victory and the mark of his amerets 
triumph. But o the coſtiy triumph! Oh the 
bloody diadem ? To behold from every fide of that 
ſacred head #nd termples the guſhmeg blood; ſtream- 
ing in rivulets, there through thoſe lovely locks, 
here- down” this ble ſſed fate to eme the earth, 
and clottibg partly, as it ſtreumd, upon that ve- 
nerable beard; to behold all vhis endHred by thee: 
for my fake ; how can I forbearyinw jesus ti cry. 
aut in tranſports. of the tendereſt love and pity: 
4b: A Spouſe of  bleod' indeed art tber to me. * 
Ah! What ſhall I return to thee, my tovely ſpouſe, 
for ali which thou Has't lavifydupor me? What. 
returns ſnall Lmaka thes for this precious '$erterdiis + 
compact of bloody with whiek tom Hast wedged: 
thyſelf to my fool ; in which thou has't given te 
fo ſtrong a proof of thy ſtapendons love? Tel me 
then, my love: Who put this bfoody erewn'wpen 
thy bleſſed head? But why; dk? Ah tas 
the hatred: of fadrilegious hands, I know whieh 
pierced. thy tender ſteſhi: But then, it was'the-- 
wounded: love u, latgu Hd in thy heart, that 
boch And 
ſtill, methines, I hear that bleeding love, in ame- 
raus complaints, cry. out to mie and. every Che iſ- 
Rur, my 


object of my love?! O hat Light. 
bot heal the wound Fave mate! Oh thut I 


- 
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but how: tobliar the ſting of thoſ& ſhip poaineed. 
| thorns | But, aläs, 66 trug ate they Hr he - 
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cour are we qualified to adminiſter to this our woun- 
.ded love? We who delight ſo much in eaſe, and 
are ſo wedded to our pleaſures? We who break- 
.out into ſuch vehemence of reſentment againſt our 
very director, if, like a skilful prudent ſurgeon, 
he attempt te ſtop the ſpreading gangrene in our 
conſcience by a timely application of fire and ſteel ? 
We who tremble at the bare thought of penance, 
and revolt at the ſole mention of thoſe long-forgot- 
ten means of ſatisfaQtion-----Cilices, hair-cloths, 
diſciplines, faſts nd wormwood? Ah wounded 
Jesvs then | Wbo ſhall beal thee? Shall our eyes 
diſtill, in tears of true compunction, a ſalutary 
balſam to aſſuage thy ſmart? Ah? What relief 
can our inconſtant tears afford thy dolorous ſores, 
which. our repeated ſins ſtill gall atreſh ? Who then, 
wounded love? Once more, who ſball beal thee ? 
Chriſtians, I ſay again: There is a way to heal- 
up every wound of Ixs us; if 2 will but take 
grace and courage to make uſe of it. The way is 
to reform your manners, to break-off your crimi- 
nal practices, to moderate the exceſſes in your dreſs, 
at your tables, in your equipages, and ſuit your ex- 
pences better to your circumſtances, to the calls of 
your family and the cries of the poor. The way is, 
to mortify that vicious itch of lying, ſwearing, ga- 
ming, tricking. The way is, to brow-beat and 


put down that ſhameful cuſtom of talking in dou- 


ble-meaning words or phraſes; and to flee as from 
a peſt, from thoſe licentious converſations, which 
even the more reſerved ſex too often now o' days 
bluſh not to bear a part in. Be rigorous in the diſ- 
eouragement of vice: Be liberal in the countenan- 
.cing virtue and induſtry. Be flow to cenſure, prompt 
to praiſe where merit calls upon you for it. Be 
ready to redreſs the wrongs you have done, and rea- 
dy to forgive the wrongs you ſuffer. Judge for 
the widow, ſupport the orphan's rights, and be 
proteQors of the poor and abſent. t no-one's 
reputation ſuffer — tongue; no- one's perſon 
ſaffer by your wiſh z no- one's ſubſtance ſuffer by 
our hands. Merchants and tradeſmen! Be nicel 
eſt in your dealings. Debtors | Be ſtrictly ju 
to all your creditors. Creditors Be tender to your 
inſolvent debtors. Parents | Guardians! Execu- 
tors | Truſtees! Servants! Be faithful each to your 
ſeveral truſts. Chriſtians, all! Love juſtice and 
- do.mercy* Flee from ſin ; flee from the occaſions of 
itz and ſtand not with ſuck preſumptive confidence 
upon the border of that precipice. In ſhort, break 
with the world once for all ; break with it in good 
earneſt ; and reſolutely throw rſelves into the 
arms of Ixs us. Thus ſhall you heal up all his 
wounds at once. And oh how effectually | Oh with 
what joy to him Oh with what advaũtage to your- 
+ ſelves! but alas thus to ſuccour Ixsus which of ye 
_ all has the heart? Thus to rejoice Jzsus for a 


conſtancy, where is the Chriſtian truly reſolved ? 

Well then, heartleſs Chriſtians, if you will not 
reſolve to relieve your Lord by your repentance ; 
releaſe him at leaſt from your inſults. Let him 
no longer appear before you unpitied. Shut your 
eyes to the reſt of his ſufferings : Stop your ears 


to the reſt of this recital: And you who are reſol- 
ved todo nothing for the love of him, quit the 


place ere I relate any thing more of the much he 
did for you; that you may not inſult him with the 
farther ingratitude of remaining till inſenſible to 
all. No ſooner was our divine ſovereign crown'd 


with his painful Diadem of thorns, than to aggra- 
vate the affront the ruffians put into his hands tor a 


mock-ſcepter a paltry reed; and cover'd his ſacred 
ſhoulders with a rag of purple-garment; ragged 
and torn indeed, but not ſo torn as his bleſſed fleſh 
was by the ſtripes of barbarity. In this dolorous 


and ludicrous guiſe after being again ſpit-upon, ſmote 


and ſneeringly ſaluted King of the Fes, He is car- 
ried back to Pilate to be ſentenced to death. Go then, 
divine martyr, go to Mount Calvary in ſearch of 


that relief, thy Chriſtians want the heart to give 


thee. Death there ſhall put an end to all thy for- 
rows, which nothing in this life ſhall mitigate. To 
death, then, lovely Jesus 1 To death. And you, 
oh deyout ſouls, prepare with pitying ſighs to follow 
him chrough his painful pilgrimage, and gather- 
up the precious blood and ſweat he ſhall ſhed along 


the way. But ere he begin his painful journey view 


him attentively, Look with an eye of contempla- 
tion to the tribune of the preſident, Where Pilate 
— — to the populace thus disfigured, 
thus burleſqued, and at his bleeding boſom, lifting 
up the purple rag, cries-out to them : LO 

MAN. + View him then with attention. Behold 
this man of ſorrows in his exceſs of love and your 
exceſs of guilt. Oh Chriſtians! have you not heard 
of that eternal Word and wiſdom of the father, by 
whom all things were made, the Heavens, the 
earth and all things in them; by whom Gos 
ſpoke in his patriarchs, prophets, laws and won- 
ders? Even this is he: LO THE MAN | Have 
you not heard of that all-gracious Lord, bo when 
in the form of Gop, thought it no robbery te be 
bimſelf equal to Gop: Yet humbled himſelf for 
your and my ſake, taking the form of a ſervani, 
made into the likeneſs of men, and in babit found of 
man? (a) Who when in this habit and ſtate 0 
man took upon him all our infirmities, (B) (Sin 
excepted (c),) lived a — toilſome and penur i 
ous life for thirty years ; (d) and ſpent three others 
in preaching teaching and exhorting ſinners to te- 


* St. Mat. xxvii. 29. + St. Jeb xi 5 
Philip. ii. 6, 7. (c) Heb. iv. 15. 
7 St. lar, viii, 7 172 St. Luke ili. 23. 
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pent? (e) Who cured the ſick of every malady ; 
(f) the dumb, (g) the blind, (5 the lame, (7) 
the deaf; (&) raiſed the dead; (/) chaſed devils; 
(m) commanded the winds and waves; (n) and 
walk'd upon the waters as upon dry land; ( Ah LO 
THE MAN ! And would you have thought that 
the very people for whom he did all this, who 
were witneſſes to all this, who reap'd the bene- 
fit of all this, ſhould plot together to deſtroy him as a 
common enemy; ſhould apprehend as a felon; ſhould 
bear falſe witneſs againſt him; ſhould blindfold, buf- 
fet, beat and bruiſe him; ſhould ſpit upon him, ſcourge 
him, crown him with thorns and ridicule him ? 
Would you have thought that the very judge who 
found and declared him innocent ſhould cauſe 
him to be ſo disfigured that he who once was 
beauteous in form. above the children of men, * 
had neither beauty nor comelineſs left (as his pro- 
phet foretold +) nor. ſcarce the figure of a man? 
And yet it was even ſo: LO TIE MAN! Be- 
hold him then in your exceſs of guilt. Behold him 
ſuch as your crimes and mine have made him: His 


reverend head quite bare; his lovely locks diſhe- 


vel'd; his heavenly. face (if face that can be call'd 
where features are not to be diſtinguiſh'd tor dirt 
and cuts, and ſpittle, blood and bruiles) all wan 
and pale; his ſprightly eyes bedimm'd with.faint- 
neſs; his precious cheeks ſunk- in; his ſacred beard 
irreverently torn; his bleſſed temples ſtreaming 
with the blood, his cruel crown of thorns had for- 
ced ſo many. paſlages for; his venerable ſhoulders 
cover'd with a flimſy rag of purple, which (with- 
out ſheltering his ſores) added mockery to his an- 
guifh ; his guiltleſs hands tied with an ignoble 
cord and holding a reed of ridicule in form of ſcep- 
ter; with robes of intamy around his waiſt, about 
his neck, and: faſten'd to his arms, as it to hinder 
the celeſtial voluntary captive from running away, 
whom ſacrilegious - cruelty had already made inca- 
pable of ſtanding unleſs upheld. Thus in your ex- 
ceſs of guilt, LO THE MAN, Such as your 


_ crimes and mine had made him! And if you think, 


that he deſerved ſuch uſage from our hands for- 
bear to ſhed a ear. Yet ah ! What is all this but 
a faint image of my ſuffering Saviour? Rather then 
behold him in his excefs of love. His love for you was 
infinit: and that infinit love. favour'd the invention 
of bat barity, that it might make the more cruel ha 
vock of him. Gueſs you then, if finite minds can 
gueſs, how infinit, how inexpreffible his torture muſt 
be ; when promoted by the immenſe defires of an 


e St. Mark i. xv. % St. Mark vii. 35. 
% St. Mat. iv. 23, 24. | (7) St. John xi. 44. 

75 St. Mark vii. 35. ) St. Mat. xv. 28. 
(5) St. Mat. ix. 30. („) St. Luke viii. 25. 
() St. Mat. xiv. 25. 
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infinit affeQtion. Ah Chriſtians ! think, you hear the 
voice of his mercy, thro” every bleeding pore of lovely 
Jesvs, crying out to you in the words of his pro- 
phet : Ob all ye, who paſs along the way! at- 
tend and ſee, if there be ſorrow like to my ſorrow. 
Hear, I fay; Hear as well as ſee your afflicted 
Lord, crying-out to you from: every painful limb, 
and calling- on you for compaſſion. Say then what 
will you have done to this man of ſorrows? On 
your deciſion depends his being henceforth ſet free 
from future inſults of repeated crimes; or be- 
ing again myſtically nail'd upon the croſs by your 
freſh offences. But ah! Still among Chriſtians 
there are wretches ſo abandon'd, that their actions 
cry-out daily with the Fews, Cxvucriry Hin: 
CRUCIFY HIM. Oh ſouls redeem'd with the 
precious blood of Chriſt, is it thus you treat your 
loving Saviour? Shall your king be crucified again, 
by your perverſity ? Oh ſtubborn Sinners! Oh pro- 
fligates, more obſtinate, more devil-like than Ju- 
das! He when he ſaw his maſter taken, condemn'd 
himſelt and cried : I bave finn'd, betraying juſt blood.” 
And ſhall Chriſtians meditate on his approaching” 
death and till perſiſt reſolved anew to crucify him 
with their Sins? Judas gave-up the ill-gotten mo- 
ney for which he confented to betray his Lord, 
And (oh Heavens!) Chriſtians for every paltry 
lucre are daily ready to give · up Chriſt again to cru-- 
cifixion. Ah! where is the Chriſtian, who, mel-- 
ted with the pains-of JEsvs, tries to reſcue hinr- 
with one peccaui, one I bave ſinn ds Where is the 
contrite heart which, throwing itſelf at JIxsus's 
feet ſanctifies the. words of the infatuated multi- 
tude, and ſays with true compunction: Oh my 
divine Lord | Oh bloody ſpouſe as thou ar't to me 
Be to me indeed @ ſpouſe of blood: And let thy pre- 
cious blood be upon-us and our children; to cleanſe 
us from our. former guilt, to create in us à clean 
heart, and preſerve. us from future offences ? GO 
then, divine object of human bar barity; and ſinee 
Chriſtians as well as Fetus will have a hand in thy 
crucifixion,.go ſeek on Mount Culvary that death 
which the iniquitons-judge has condemn'd thee to. 
If cruelty has harden'& the hearts of Cliriſtians into 
the inſenſibility ot ſtone; the rocks, as heretofore. 
ſhall render homage to thy ſolemn-- forroms-and- be - 
all heart to burſt with pity on-- thee... 


ES US: then at length is diſmiſs'd out of court: 

And judge you, 'ambitious worldlings, what ad- 
vantag s they have to expect at a court, who are 
reſolved not to part with their innocence: judge, 
I ſay, by what Jzsvs- gain'd there. In the littie 
time he appear d in the palace of Pilate, he left 
there his beauty, his eaſe, his ſtrength and his - 
health: He left there his blood his ſpirits and whole 


8 . 2 St. Mat. xvvii. 25. 
Jerem. lament. 1. 12. 7 | — 
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pieces of his ſacred fleſh. He left there his dignity, 
his prerogatives, his honour and reputation. And 
what did he bring from thence? Why he brought 
thence. a torn mangled disfigured body: He 
and infamy : He brought thence, a crown of thorns 
on his head, a halter about his neck, a heavy croſs 
on his ſhoulders, executiogers betore and behind 
him, aflagitious thief on each fide of him, and a nu- 


merous outrageous populace all around him to kick 


and beat and drag and ſhove him along to the death 
he himſelf was ſo eager to meet. Go now, vain tow- 
ering mortals, and ſeek for the opportunities of 


waiting on the great of this world. Go, miniſters - 


of God, and loſe your time, forteit your dignity, 
depreciate your character and expoſe your conſci- 
ence with frequent viſits and paying court to the 
nobility; who ſeldom favour but to deceive; ſeldom 
ſmile but to betray; and ſeldom careſs but to ruin. 
Go, Chriſtians ; and pine away in the ante-cham- 
bers or cloſets of the wealthy and powerful; and 
cameleon- like feed on the-airy diet of a promiſe, 


a courteous ned, as a pleaſant look; andiiec what 


you will find in your hands when you awake from 
your preſent illuſive dream, Ah too fatally will 
you find fulfill'd in you what the prophet has ſaid 
of ſuch ſlaves to riches and the rich: 'They have 
ſlept. their fee and. at laft found nothing in their. 
hangs, * but vexation and diſappointment. "Tis even 
ſo: And oh that you did but ferioufly-comprehend 
it! They who run after the quality in expectation 
of advancing: their fortune are trading rather for 
diſgraces than advantages; and tis a million to one, 
if after many 4 grievous heart-ach, they receive 
2 better recompenſe than an inſupportable 
a een \ 125157731 | - 
Such are the terms on which Jxsus is diſmiſt 
from the preſence of Pj/ate. After dragging him 
with mercileſs fury down the ſtairs of the prefident's 
palace, no ſooner have the rabble got him out of 
it's gate than they preſent an enormous croſs to him 
to bear on his ſhoulders to the fatal place appointed. 
for his execution. And oh the welcome object 
to Ixsvs's longing eyes! Not with more anxious 
eagernaſs does the ſhipw reckt mariner lay hold on the 
welcome plank on which he hopes to eſcape the ſtorm 


and ride in ſafety through the boiſterous ſea to the 


harbour in view, than Jxsus embraced with ſecret 


joy that tree, which was to lift him to paradiſe 


aud to draw thither after him a drowning world, 


ſaved. from à dangerous wreck. The butchers 


then might well have ſpared their cruel pains to 


drag and hale and buffet him along. Hold, wretch- 
es, hold! How Jeng will you. jet thus violently 
upon the. man, you are all combjneq to kill; and run 


him down @s if be was a bending wall or tottering. 
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brought thence contempt, and Ul-repute and pains 


and thou (alas) wouldſi not l f What ſignal ſolid 


edifice? * Ah perfidious rabble! too glaring was 
your bale intent. Fain would you by theſe violen- 
ces bave depreciated the value of this ſo generous 
ſacrifice of Ixsus, + in making that appear a force 
which he had made his choice. But vain was all 
your craft for if his feet but crept, his wiſhes ran 
in thirſt 4 of dying on the croſs he bore. If he fell 
and tainted and tell again beneath the unwieldy bur- 
den; the tault is yours, is mine : The fault is wholly 
ours in adding to that already too heavy charge of his 
the enormous weight of our crimes. For the reſt, not 
all your rage could urge him on ſo faſt as his own 
love preſs'd forward; and oh how ſoon did not 
that love, in ſpite of all his faintneſs, hurry him 
through the guilty gates of Feruſalem? 

But here again poor Ixs us falls beneath his load: 
And here incomplaiſance not to Jesvs but to cru- 
elty, leſt the heavenly criminal ſhould expire, ere 
that was ſatiated with his crucifixion ; $/mon the 
Cyrenean, whole happy lot conducted him that 
way, is pitch'd upon to bear the croſs of fainting 
ſtrengthleſs Jzsvs to the fatal Mount. Happy, / 
ay: For oh my ſuffering love ! Oh that it was but 
granted me to caſe thee of thy croſs and bear it for 


| thee ! But ah too rudely ar't thou taken up with 


the inſults, mockeries and outrages offer'd to thee 
during this change of ſcene, for me to addreſs thee, 
with my contrite fentiments. Pardon then, gentle 
Lord, if unable to ſupport the ſight of ſo much in- 
jury done. thee, I turn my eyes a minute towards 
that unhappy faithleſs city on which thou has't 
tury'd thy back, to weep over it as thou didſt once, 
$ and pay the tribute of one pitying tear to it's 
irrevocable ruin. Feruſalem ! Feruſalem ; Which 
killeft tbe prophets and floneft them that are ſent to 
thee. || Go on, ſenſeleſs city in the riotous triumph 
over thy own downfall. This day thy wickedneſs 
may. diſplay the gaudy banners of triumph, and 
rend the sky with loud huzzas and mirthful ſhouts 
of victory. For this day thou has't conquer'd : This 
day thou has't ſubdued more than a prophet, the 
ſtreng-arm'd King of prophets. But ah take no- 
tice: Thy. victory is thy overthrow. And all the 
gaieties ot mir th, which ſatan this day crowns thee 
with, are but like the gaudy trappings of a heiter, 
which the pagan facrificer leads to flaughter. 


Oh that thou badft but known, and that in this 


thy day, the. things which appertain to thy pe ace! 
* Oh that thou had'ſt but known how to receive 
and treat this Lord of , whom thou has't this 
day baniſh/d: from thy boſom! How often would 
be baue gather'd thy children togetber as the ben 
gathereth together ber chickens under ber wing; 


* Pſalm xli. 3. + Ver. 4- t Bid. t. 
Luke xix. 41. G St. Mat. xxiil. 37. St. Luke 
ix. 42. + 6t Mat. bid. pe 
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numberleſs proofs did not he give thee of his love? 
Still did'ſt thou hate and fear and perſecte him as an 
enemy: Still did'ſt thon hunt him down to death, 
and ſcorn the peace he came to bring thee. And now 
(alas) that peace is forever hidden Fa thy eyes. * 
Riot then, ſenſeleſs city, riot in thy ruin. Thy views 


are anſwer'd: Jesvs thy only ſtay is caſt-out from 


thy walls: Ixs us has turn'd his back on thee for- 
ever and left thee to become a deſert. 1 And till 
do'ft thou remain inſenſible of thy wretchedneſs ; 
ſtill unacquainted with thy loſs? Ah know that, in 
loſing Jesus, thou has't loſt thy beauty, ſtrength 
and majeſty ; loſt thy altars, temples, laws and ſa- 
crifice; and loſt thy prieſthood, royalty, and li- 
berty. For the days ſhall come upon thee; and thy 
enemies ſball encompaſs thee with a trench, and en- 
cloſe thee about and ſtraiten thee on every ſide; and 
beat thee flat to the ground and thy children in thee, 
And they ſhall not leave in thee a ſlone upon 
a on becauſe thou bart not known the time of 
thy viſitation. t Poor wretched proſtrated ſove- 
reign of the earth! Faithleſs helpleſs city! How 
do I deplore thee! Ah therefore am I weeping 
and my eye ſhedding tears, becauſe the comforter 
is made far from thee; || becauſe Jesvs hath for- 
ſaken thee ! But — why lend tears to the mi- 
ſery of others when perhaps too many in this 
audience have their own diſgrace to weep over, 
in the loſs of Ixsus, For ----- how many. precious 
Chriſtian ſouls, once like triumphant Salem, while 
rich with the grace of Chriſt now that they 
have baniſh'd J=sUs. and his grace, are, like 
that abandon'd capital, become a prey to ruin? Alas, 
what is become of thoſe holy habits of Chriſtian 
grace and virtue once infuſed into them? What 
----- of that tenderneſs of conſcience which kept 
them ſo fixt in their obedience to Gop's voice and 
inſpirations ? What --- of that pleaſure taken in do- 
ing good, that fear of evil, that fervent love of 
Gop ? All, all, all with Jzsus and his grace are 
fled! And his dread menace is verified in their ſouls 
as in Jeruſalem: Bebold your bouſe ſball be left de- 
fert to you. || | 
Away then, my Saviour, from the impious city, 
to more kindly Calvary which ſoon ſhall put an 
end to all thy injuries. Difburden'd of thy croſs, 
enjoy the litle reſpit granted thee, to gather vigour 
to compleat thy paſſion. But what do I ſay? Jx- 
zus indulged ſome reſpit? No: He only quitted 
» St. Luke Ibid. + St. Mat. 16:4. 38. 
+ St. Luke Ibid. 43, 44. | 
This prophecy of Chriſt was accompliſh'd forty 
years after 0 the total deſtruction of Feruſalem, at 
the fame feſtival time of Eaſter in whick Tele Chriſt 
our Lord was crucified. e Jeſepbus, Book vii. 
Chap. 17. and Euſebius, Book iii. -hap. 6, 7, 8. 
| | Lament. i. 16. 
Vol II. 
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the burden on his ſhoulders to make room in his 
bleſſed breaſt for a double load of anguiſh. Still 
----- who would have thought, that the eternal 


Father's rigorous juſtice ſhould, to torment his 


bleſſed Son, employ his ſacred mother ? Divine Re- 
deemer! And was this farther cruel circumſtance 
ſtill wanting to crown thee the ſovereign of mar- 
tyrs, that thy very mother ſhould come to embit- 
ter thy anguiſh? When a man is once at the ap- 
proaches of death; it is the common office of com- 
ſon to remove from his eyes, every living ob- 
jet which was dear to him: Children, friends, 
wife and mother; all are conſtrain'd to go ſhed their 
ſorrows out of the patient's ſight ; that foreign woes 
mayn't add to the grievance of his own. But even 
this indulgence is denied to Ixsus: The rigour of 
eternal Majeſty offended, requiring that the chief 
created object of his tendereſt love, his bleſſed Mo- 
ther Mary, ſhould preſent herſelt on his way, ard 
conduct him even to his croſs. But ah turn back 
moſt ſpotleſs, tendereſt of virgins, turn back. Thy 
piety on this occaſion is the ſevereſt rigour. With= 
draw from before the eyes of thy already too grie- 
vouſly afflicted ſon, as ſharpen not his ſufferings 
with this diſtreſsful encounter. But judge you, 
chriſtians, if this tendereſt of mothers can ſuffer the 
life of her life to be thus inhumanly dragg'd away 
to death, and not bid him a laſt farewell. Ns. no: So 
heaven ordain'd: they meet. But oh the cruel pangs 
this meeting coſt them both! Oh the tide of ſor- 
rows flowing and reflowing now from the heart of 
Jrsus to Marr ; now from the heart of Marr 
to JEsUs : Now thro the eyes of the Son; now thro? 
the eyes of the Mother ! Thus does this new torrent 
of affliction riſing in the gentle heart of Chriſt, 
and flowing thro? his virgin parent's eyes, overflow 
her compaſſionate ſoul with a ſympathetic feeling of 
all his ſufferings ; whence ebbing back from her 
bleſſed throbbing breaſt to that of her bleſſed Son, 
it overwhelms his divine heart with an enhancement 
of grief, in the bitter conſideration of her dolours. 
To comprehend the exceſs of agony this recipro- 
cal correſpondence of grief muſt hare given to each; 
we muſt firſt be able to form ſome Idea of the un- 
parallel'd affection, which ſubſiſted between theſe 
two heavenly perſonages ] But ah who can preſume 
to give the juſt idea of a love which ſurpaſs d, in 
an unmeaſurable degree, every other created affec- 
tion? Ixsus beholds his Mother, and ſtrait forgets 
the leſſer torments of his fleſh: His ſoul collecting 
itſelf all into his eyes to ſhare in her affliction, Ma- 
ry ſpies-out her ſoul's delight: And her affections 
flving to embrace and cheriſh- him, the modeſt 
maid forgets her bluſhes; forgets to tremble in 4 
croud of ruffians, ſhe who ftarted once at the ap- 
proaches of an angel Oh my _ _ Fe: Joe 4 
Oh my beloved Mother, cries be! Fot tho” they 
* H +2 Far * wer 
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were not ſuffer'd the leiſure to converſe in words, 


and the language of the tangue has ever leſs to ſay 
t 


then vehement love would wiſh to expreſs ; the elo- 
quence of their eyes was the faithful interpreter of 
each-other's hearts. © O my divine ſon (metbinks ) 
te ſhe cries! How don't thy croſs torment me? 
& How don't I feel thy wounds along with thee, 
e in the ſympathy of my grief? How do not I re- 
&« gret thee and wiſh to die with thee? 
« Oh my diſtreſſed mother, Iæsus (methinks) 
makes anſwer ; How mutual is our grief! Ah 
theſe wounds; theſe ſores, theſe ropes, this 
crown of thorns, that heavy. croſs, which I ſo 
lately bore and which ſo ſoon ſhall bear me, all 
are. leſs painful to me than thy ſorrows. But 
* ſince the juſtice of my heavenly Father, the 
guilt of human nature and the world's re- 
4 demption require that I bear them all, tis fit 
* that I accompliſh this great work and crown my 
* ſufferings with my death. To this end was I 
« horn of thee. To this end was's on _— 
ſecond Eve, the common mother of the world, 
| WR ne th Conſent then chearfully to loſe 
one child to the earth; that thou may'it gain a 
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* breathed my firſt vital breath in thy fond virgin 
« arms, to yield up my laſt in the arms of that 
* croſs, which thereby is to give new life to hy- 
% man nature. Farewell then, afflicted mother, 
< farewell : Still be thyſelf: Still be the firſt-born 
pattern of created fortitude : Reſign me up, as 
I teſign up thee to aur eternal common Father: 
« And know that all this tide of ſorrows ſoon 
* ſhall terminate in a fea of joys.” | 
Oh my adored, martyr'd fon, wethinks the 
dalaurs virgin fill replies! how ſhall I have 
the heart to leave thee; by whom alone I live, 
and in whoſe life my joy is center'd? Is not the 
blood which thou thus laviſhaſt the produce of 
theſe virgin veins? Ah why. then mayn't I min- 
dh tears of pity. from theſe parent eyes ? 


and conſole ? But alas | this fatal day, nor thou 
deſireſt, nor can I give thee, comfort. Ah ſuffer 
then thy croſs to bear us both; and let one tree 
receive two bodies whofe fouls and hearts 
are one. Too much I prize the plentiful re- 
ion of mankind to aſk thee not to ſuffer, or 
« yet ſollicit thee to live. All I requeſt is, that I 
4 may die with thee, for whoſe loved ſake I hve. 
« Oh deareſt Son!” | | 
Oh deareſt Mother, J=sus bed rejoin'd: But the 
impious rabble parts them with ſuch ſudden fury, 
that ſcarce could they licence each: other with part- 
ing glances: If glances they may be call'd and not 
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rather fires of conſuming anguiſh, which augmenting 


their mutual flames, tortured their precious ſouls 


A wi 
y was't thou; given to me but to cheriſh. 


with ſuch exquiſit pain as but for their perfect con- 
formity with the divine will, muſt have cauſed 
them inſtantly to expire. 

Thus the divine Jesus advances on his painful 
journey with this freſh thorn in his heart, tormen- 
ted to the quick with the ſight of his mother's 
ſorrows; while the dolorous mother advances 
before him to the fatal place of execution, with 


the dagger in her breaſt of ruminating the afflicti- 


ons of IEsus: Mary prepared to ſtand beneath his 
croſs, there to endure by ſympathy the death of 
her ſon; and JzsUs prepared to climb that fatal 
tree and with the paſſion of his mother to embit- 
ter his own. Prepare then, Chriſtians, all your 
recollection to behold (in ſpirit) this guiltleſs lamb, 
aſcending up the fatal Mount, But ah! what un- 
uſual reproaches are thoſe which on a ſudden my 
Saviour is heard to utter to certain pious women 
weeping over him? Daughters of Jeruſalem | weep 
not over me, but weep over your ſelyes.* Alas, my Say 
our! Is this all the return thou makeſt to thoſe who 
pity thee? Is pity ſo deſpiſeable from finners, that 
thou rejeCteſt it, even when moſt in need of it? 
Ah where is the diſtreſsſul ſufferer, beſides thyſelf, 
who would not wiſh for pity in the extremes of tor- 
ture ? And thou alone the moſt diſtreſt of martyrs 
ſtill refuſeſt it. No wonder thy enemies are ſo. 
bowelleſs in thy regard; when thou ar't ſo rigo- 
rous to thyſelf. From the tears of thy ſympathizing 
mother thou drewedſt nought but an addition of an- 
iſh: And from the tears of theſe condoling ma- 
trons ſtill dv'ſt thou refuſe to drink aught but the 
gall of afflicting reflections? Daughters of Jeruſalem 
weep not over me, hut weep aver yourſelves. Ah 
my Saviour! What can this myſtic reprehenſion 
mean? It means, beloved Chriſtians, that Ixsus 
can never be pleaſed with the tears of thoſe, who 
ſtand in need of a ſea of the falteſt tears to bewail 
their own wretched lives. The tears of his bleſſed 
mother, tho” painful in their effect, were pleaſing 
in themſelves to the heart of afflicted Ixsus; be- 
cauſe they proceeded from a fountain of purity. with- 
out mixture: But what alas had IEs Us to do with 
the tears of ſinners, which, flowing from a corrupted 
ſource, muſt rather augment than diminiſh his 
pain. Ah! What then, dear Chriſtian audience, 
are we all doing here; if we have not renounced 
our ſinful attachments? To what purpoſe do we 
meet to condole with martyr'd Jzsus ; if ſtill we 
hug any lurking affection to the fins which made 4 
martyr of him: When ſin is of ſo malignant a na. 
ture as to rob even weeping eyes, of the nat 
wer and privilege which Jesvs has given them 
to afford him comfort? We may even unſtring 
our eyes with weeping for Ixsus: Still will out 
tears be but the tears of ſinners; if we continue 
* St. Luke xxiii, 28. 
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in purſuits of ſin and vanity: And ſtill will ſuch 
tears avail juſt nothing to adminiſter comfort to our 
ſuffering Saviour. Oh deareſt fellow ſympathizers 
in the paſſion of our common Lord! It, as I hope, 
your conſciences accuſe you not of any deadly fin; 
weep boiling tears of compaſſion for ſuffering Ix- 
sus: But, if (what I dread) there ſhould be any of 
you in this audience fo wretched as to be in a ſtate 
of mortal guilt; oh! weep with tears of blood; 
yet weep not over JESUS, but weep over yourſelves. 
But turn, oh my ſoul, from this ſad thought, 
and keep-on after Jxsus in his painful journey; 
which, painful as it is, he readily purſues to ſave you 
whoare ſo froward to be faved. Languid and faint as 
were his limbs to move ; how lightly did his wiſhes 
travel-on to the ſummit of the mountain! Like the 
fwift roe and nimble fawn of deer, leaping on the 
mountains, leaping over the bills, * ſo haſtes the ea- 
r ſoul of ſxsvs to the top of Calvary; while his poor 
ſhatter'd and half bloodleſs frame ſteps flow but anxi- 
ous after. How many times he fell and fainted in aſ- 
cending, I will not undertake to tell you, Chriſtians, 
But (till to ſee, how little able this Lord of vigour 
was of taking a fingle ſtep without a ſwoon; let it 
ſuffice that, barbarity itſelf, partly excited to com- 
paſſion, partly fearing leſt he ſhould not reach the 
croſs, obliged him to ſtop by the way, in order to 
drink. Oh barbarity indeed! And what is the 
drink which is adminiſter'd to half ſpent thirſty 
Jesvs ? Some delicious cordial which at once may 
moiſten and refreſh his parch'd-up palate and com- 
fort his fainting ſpirits. No, no: *Tis Wine mixt 
.with a bitter dofe of Gall and nyrrb, + to 
ſtrengthen his body to greater ſufferings, without 
relieving his immoderate thirſt. 'Tyrants! "Tis to 
me, to the Chriſtians of this age that nauſeous 
draught belongs. We want it moſt, to harden 
theſe pamper'd bodies for faſts and vigils and ſelf- 
macerations, and puniſh theſe inordinate appetites 
for the falfe ſweets, in view of which they brought 
that inoffenſive lamb to ſuch a cruel all How- 
ever the draught was bitter: And- nothing more 
was neceſſary for Ixsus (who came to puniſh our 
ſenſes in his own) to take a thorough taſte of it. 
But then it was of a lulling nature too: And there- 
fore no, wonder Jxsus would not drink of it; 
whoſe love, enflamed with ardenteſt deſires of ſuf- 
ferins all for man's ſalvation, could not admit of 
aught to blunt the keenneſs of his ſenſe of ſuffer- 
_ ings. Oh heavens! Shall Jssvs, beloved Chriſti- 
ans, have ſhewn himſelf thus eager to ſuffer all for 


you ,and ſhall you perverſely requite himwith the re- 


fuſal of ſuffering any thing for him: Aud ſtill'do you 
pretend to be his diſciples * By theſe tokens I proteſt 
to you, I know you not for fuch. And ah f when he 


* Cantic. ii. 8. 9. + St. Mat. xxvii. | 
St. Mark . * 


_ — 
and Saviour IE SUS CHRIST. 


ſtain'd with the 


59 
himſelf ſhall paſs to the neighbouring valley; * if 
you have no better fairer proofs to give of your diſci- 
pleſhip; I fear, he too will tell you: Amen, I ſay 
to you, I know ye not. + 


AI length, Chriſtians, our contemplation hat 
| led us to the top of Mount Calvaty; and ti- 
red enough, I preſume, the beſt of you are of the 
tedious way I have led you. But ah, dear guiltleſs 


victim of our crimes! if theſe thy delicate diſciples 


arc ſo fatigued with following thee, tho' but in 
ſpirit, tho* fitting at their eaſe ; how breathleſs, 
pent and tired muſt not thou have been? Have pa- 
tience then, beloved, yet a little longer: And foor, 
the bloody execrable deicide, which put an end to 
his fatigues, ſhall alſe put an end to yours. The 
fathers of the church conſider our divine Lord at 
this juncture in the ſame diſtreſsful plight, as the 
innocent I aac was, when his father Abrabamt led 
him to the like mountain, bearing on his ſhoulders 
the wood on which he was to be immolated. And 
there are not wanting very reſpectable authors, 
who ſay, and that with great probability, that it 
was the very ſame mountain which was pitch'd 
— for the burning of fagc and the Crucifixion 
of Jxsus. However of the former the apparatus 
was all; and Gop conſented not that the factifice 
ſhould be compleated: Whereas of the lattef the 
aratives were the leaſt part, and were only 
difpofitions to the laſt extremes of diſtreſs. Iſase 
bore the pile on his ſhoulders, without . the pain 
of knowing that he himfelf was the victim de- 
fign'd by his parent to be conſumed by it; 
therefore-ere he arrived to the deſtin'd place, aſto- 


' nifh'd to find, as he imagin'd, the main thing for- 


gotten. ® Oh my Father, be cries, here is a deal 
« of preparation for ſacrificing: The place is al- 
&© ready pitch'd upon; the ſacrificer is appointed; 
% and ble the the and the wood, But ſtiſt me- 


er thinks the chief artiele is hitherto wanting: 
here is the victim of the bolocauſt Pe Jesvs 


had no ſuch queſtion, to ask: He knew. from the 
beginning that he himſelf was the victim deſtin'd 
to be (acrificed upon that crofs under the weight of 
which he had fainted, and had almoſt as many: falls 
as he had taken ſteps to the ſummit of this moun- 


tain. Hither then (where, as ſome eminent wri- 


ters aſſert, the. of Adam was buried) arrives 
the divine Jesvs, afmoſt exhauſted of breath and 
blood and Tpirits: Here, methinks, the juſtice of 
his eternal Father (who near four thouſand years 
had been expecting him) appears all terrible to his 
encounter, holding in hand the ſword of vengeance, 

| lood of all the unhappy repgo- 
t 


bates already damin'd, aud lifted. up again he reſt | 
© Tehoſaphat. + St. Mat. XV. 13. 
* Geneſ. xxii. 8. 
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of ſinners: And here (more out of reverence to his 
father's Majeſty, than even thro” the feebleneſs of 
wounded nature) the lovely Jzsus, beholding his 
awful parent, falls proſtrate to the ground and waits 
his eternal will. And now, beloved brethren, 
give me leave (for a few minutes) to become in 


ſome meaſure a hearer along with yourſelves; 


while an ancient father of the church gives us his 

ious thoughts of this affecting ſcene, in the light 
he myſtically view'd it in. This holy writer, con- 
templating the preſent paſſage of our Lord's paſſion, 


conſiders the eternal father as chief actor on this oc- 


* 


caſion, and repreſents him reaſoning with his belov- 
ed ſon ſomewhat to this effect: Come, my 
« dear ſon! Thou from the depths of all eternity 
« gid*ſt offer thyſelf a voluntary victim for man- 
kind, to fatisfy for their miſdeeds, to appeaſe 
my juſtice and reſtore my injured honour. The 


© time is now expired, which wiſdom had de- 
creed ſhould paſs ere the accompliſhment of this 


4 thy gracious contract. The period now is come 


"© for thee to pay the laſt the total balance of the ex- 


©. orbitantly heavy debt for which thou has't ſo ge- 
nerouſly engaged thy matchleſs love. See'ſt thou, 
yon fatal tree upon the ground? Does not it 


o 


TY 


make thee ſhrink with horror but to behold it? 


to be exalted on it?” 


« What ſay'ſt thou, my ſon? Ar't thou, willing 
Ixsus, methinks, re- 


vived at thefe enlivening words, gets-up; ſurveys 


the croſs; ſtoops to embrace it; and ſtretching- 
out his bleſſed limbs upon it, with eyes up- lifted 


towards admiring heaven Ves, Father, he cries, 


'Th Fudgments are in my fight and thy juſlices I 
; 105 net repelld from me. The time F4 15 good 


Peaſure is come; f that, as thou hart 


them and recall thy mercy. Behol 


tted ta me 
4 body, t 1 may atone with it, as with a ſin- offer- 
ing, for cke fins of man; appeaſe 3 wrath againſt 

then my beart 


ii ready, on Gor! My beart is ready. F ----- 
Here ſtops the ſon and here the Father re- aſſumes. 
Well; then, my fon; be crucified: But that is 
not enough: Thou muſt not only be faſten'd 


« to the croſs but nail'd to it; that thus thy every 


' . * member's pain may pay for every mortaPs guilt. 


Thy hands, I know, are in themſelves all-ſpot- 
fleſe. But ah ! what has not the the ſinner done 


4 to load them with iniquities not their own? Thy 


* Tight hand how have not the wicked loaded with 


„ murders, rapes, frauds and impurities? Ab } 
give it up then to the hammer and nail.” 
| Yes, Father: The time of thy good pleaſure is 


* — 


come. Behold then my beart it. ready, my Gop, 
72 beart i, ready; cries the obedient Ixsus, 


ſtretching forth his hand to the executioners, who, 


boring it thro 


is _ 


ugh, fix it with an enormous nail to 
the Cros 15 


* Pſalm xvii. 23. + Pſalm lxviii: 14. 


* 
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** But, my ſon! How ſhall the uſuries of mĩſers, 
the tricks of gameſters, the impoſitions of tradeſ- 
% men, the forgeries of the ſupplanter, the duels 
of the revengeful, the obſcenities of leud men, 
and the vanities and laborious idleneſſes of vain- 
„ glorious women, be atoned for, but by thy 
«© giving-up thy left hand alſo to the hammer and 
6 nail?” 

Yes, Father: Cries the till obedient Jesvs : 
Yes. The time of thy 832 is come; and 
behold my beart is ready, my Gop; my beart is 
ready. Courage then, barbarians : Treat this hand 
as you have done the other: Pull; hale; and (tho' 
at the coſt of diſlocating every joint) force it to the 
place mark'd-out. 

Still, my ſon, thy feet are no lefs clogg'd 
* with foreign guilt than were thy precious hands. 
* So many idle ſteps taken in ſearches of vanity 
* and ſinful curioſity : So many ill-timed journeys 
“gone in purſuit of revenge, ambition, luſt, or 
* avarice: So many dangerous paths trodden after 
«« diflipation; and ſo many imminent precipices 
% preſumptuouſly dared, how (alas) ſhall all theſe 
be atoned for but by ſubjeQing thy feet alſo to 
© the like evil treatment?“ | 

Yes, Father: Bebold my heart is ready (cries 
the unweariedly obedient JIxsus:] Be it as thou 
fay'ſt. Let the ruffians take my feet; let them 
bore them; let them nail them to the croſs, or 
ſingly, or jointly one over the other, as their bar- 
barity ſhall judge the moſt tormenting. Let 
man but be redeem'd; I care not what I ſuffer. 
Oh the ſtretchings ! The piercings ! The wounds! 
Oh the anguiſh they put him to! Oh the ſound- 
ing rokes P Oh the cruel hammerings, every ſin- 
gle blow of which, ſhaking the Croſs of Ixsus, muſt 
ſhock his tender, tortured frame, and revive the 
dolour of each feſter'd ſore. Methinks, in the a- 
dundance of his anguiſh, he complains, by the mouth 
of his Pſalmiſt. * Father! They have dug n 


| bands and my feet. No more hands have they left 


me free to heal the leper, to touch the blind, to 
cure the fick : No more feet have they left me at 
liberty ta viſit the poor and helpleſs, to go in ſearch 
of ſinners, and carry thy doctrins, name and wilt 


from province. to province. In ſhort, they have 


robb'd me of health, ſtrength, fame and iberty, 
and all. Ah, ſay on Is not thy juſtice fatisfied 
as yet? Or have I even more to undergo? _ 

* Yes, yes; my Son: Thou has't till the ſins 
„of man's external ſenſes to atone for. Thou 


© ha®'t vinegar and gall to drink to 27 for num- 


'& berleſs idle words, prophane jeſts, les, pellu- 
&« ries, oaths, obſcenities, imprecations, broken vows 
% and blaſphemies of worldlings ;. beſides the wan- 
ton luxurious, gluttonous gratifications. of 


0. Pſalm XX). 17. an pamper A 


* pamper'd palates. Thou has't yet to ſatisfy for 
* ſo many repinings at Providence, detractions, ca- 
* lumnies, and reviling ſcandals utter'd againſt a 
« neighbour ; as well as the untold idle, vicious, 
«« backbiting and immodeſt converſations wilfully 
* liſten'd to by thoughtleſs mortals. To atone 
therefore for all this, ſtrait let thy bleſſed _ 
thus faſten'd as it is to that opprobrious croſs, 
„be lifted in the air.”---Ah Chriſtians ! It was 
then that aſtoniſh'd nature ſaw it's ſovereign Au- 
thor hoiſted on a tree, amidſt the huzzas and ſhouts, 
and mockeries of a brutal ſoldiery : It was then that 
adoring angels, with horror, ſaw the ſource of all 
their glory hanging between ſkies and earth, on a 
painful, ſhameful gibbet, derided, ſcorn'd, and made 
the butt of blaſphemies, and taunts of an inſulting, 
harden'd populace. It was then, my Gop, that 
thou beheld'ſt thy guiltleſs co-equal, co- eternal 
Son, become the victim of our crimes. | 
But ah! methinks the languid King of martyrs 
cries: Ah eternal Father! Are not the fins of 
man by this ſufficiently atoned for ? No, 
« my Son; replies the divine Father. Great is 
the guilt which ſinners, by their internal ſenſes, 
have contracted: And therefore, great is the 
torture which remains for thy internal ſenſes to 
endure in expiation of it. 'Thus then, in this op- 
probrious poſture, thou ar't to behold, to the freſh 
torment of thy baſhful modeſty, thy bleſſed body 
half-nakedly expoſed to public view: Thou ar't 
to ſee two thieves made partners in thy-diſgrace z 
an impious tribe of executioners dividing thy 
garments among them, and that ſeamleſs coat 
thy bleſſed mother made thee, polluted m the 
hands of a ruffian, who gains it by the caſt of a 
dye: Thou ar't to behold the ſneers, the grins, 
the ſhakes of head and ſhrugs of ſhoulders, and 
taunting looks of an inſulting multitude : Thou 
ar't to fee the outrageous ſpear which is to in- 
ſult thy precious ſide after death: And ah thou 
-ar't to ſee the more ſharp-pointed ſpear which 
pierces the foul of thy virgin parent, ſtanding 
with thy loved diſciple beneath the crofs. And 
all this to expiate the many diffolute looks, im- 
modeſt glances, unchaſte ogtings, as well as the 
numberleſs number of flaunting, prophane, vain- 
glorious, and indecent appearances abroad, which 
mortals have been, and {til} will be guilty of, in 
"ſpite of all thy humihation. Finally, in this pi- 
teous plight thou ar't to remain for the 
three whole honrs agonizing in the utmoſt ex- 
* ceſs of pain.” 
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61 
that this divine Sufferer had, by this time, fully ſa- 
tisfied for our fins. Whereas the worſt was ſtill to 
come. Thus far he had only been forſaken by 
mankind : But now he muſt — the very aban- 
don of Gop, giving him up to the bittereſt exceſ- 
ſes of torture. But---to what greater extremes of 
torture can the divine rigour abandon him, than 
he has already ſuffer'd ? Whereabouts ſhall the Al- 
mighty vengeance ſtrike him to open a freſh wound? 
On his head? But that is already all-over pierced 
with thorns. On his face then? That is already 

cover*d with cuts and bruiſes. On his ſhoulders, 
back, or boſom? Alas, his flagellation has left 

there no vacant ſpace to lodge another wound. Shall 
he then wound him through the eyes, the ears, the 

tongue ? Ah, every ſenſe has already had it's pro- 

per torments. Not even his unſtraying feet eſcaped 
without their equal portion of exquiſit diſtreſs :. 
And oh, my Love, what are thoſe wounds in the 
midſt of thy bands, which with ſuch outrage 
keep thee nail'd and ſuſpended _ a ſnameful 
gibbet? * Ah ſinners, (ſays Ixsus me- 

„ thinks) aſk not the cauſe. The cauſe is my own: 
© love and your ingratitude. Seek not my execu- 

** tioners elſewhere than among yourſelves. For 
« your crimes I ſuffer. For the redemption of you 
am I crucified.” Poor Jxsus ] How dearly has 
not he paid for our crimes! And yet (oh Heavens !)- 


how cheaply do not we daily repeat them? How ſe- 
verely has not he ſuffer'd for our fins! And yet 


Heaven only knows, whether or not we yet feet 
any true ſenſe of ſorrow for them. Oh, my be- 
loved Saviour! Oh ſovereign, gracious” author of 


our life] Are we then the authors of thy death? 


Mere theſe vile hands of ours the guilty ones which 


nail'd thee to thy painful croſs ? Theſe which open 
ed all thoſe horrid wounds? And ſtill are we un- 
moved? Oh rocks! ſplit ye afunder to reproach our 
ſhameful hardneſs of heart. Oh finners! ſinners.. 
Yes: You are the tyrants, who have perſecuted: 


Irsos with the mortal arrows of your fins. You: 
are the perſecutors, who have forced Iusus to flee 


ö — 
u 


then for what is paſt: R 


k 


E ſpace - 
Ah Father! what time - 


thou pleaſeſt beſt to appoint. So mankind be'ref- - 
eued from eternabdeath: I am diſpoſed to ſaffer all. 


| Yes, Father: The time of thy good. pleaſure is come : 
My heart is ready. — RY ay . 


Now, who would not, think, beloved Chriſtians, 


4 — 


* 


4 


into the arms of a painful opprobrious- 
croſs. t alas! the deed is done: And now the 


only remedy is a ſincere repentance. Ah} repent. 
nt and merit pardon. 


Oh, thrice, dear brethren ] It was the ardent love, 


which Jxsus had for you, that brought him to the 


paſs in which-you now conſider him. Let it ſuffice 
then, that the Jews have treated him with ſo much 
cruet outrage: Why ſhould you, Oh Catholies,.. 
who-are his own, repeat that outrage by repeating. 
the fins for which he endured it? No: have pity vn 
this bleeding Innocent, who loved you more than 
lite; h- loved you even to dying ſor you. Ready 
is he to pardon your paſt ignorance, your paſt folly,, 
* Zach. xiii.' 6. | 5% $27 29097; 1 
: — 
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your paſt frailty : Nay, 'morehe is ready to forgive 
— — with which you have hitherto of- 
ſended him. Forbes then, at leaſt, to offend him 
now, expiring on the croſs: Forbear to crucify 
him over-again with freſh offences. | 
Already are we, methinks, at the laſt gaſps of 
this expiring Lamb: Already do his laſt remains of 
ſtrength begin to fail him: Already his vital ſpirits 
retreat; and from the livid wounds the precious 
blood diſtils, but by leſſening drops. His venera- 
ble head leans, drooping on his ſacred ſhoulders to 
bid mankind a laſt farewell, and leave them an ex- 
ample of profound humility, in'this laſt extreme of 
his: perfe& obedience to his eternal Father. Oh 
Heavens | Jrsus Cunlsr, the eternal word of 
Gon, the only begotten Son of the Divine Father, 
perfe& Gop himſelf as well as perfect man, the 
deſire of the eternal hills, the expectation of the 
Patriarchs, the impatience of the Prophets, the 
.good-tiding: of the Apoſtles, the laurel of Mar- 
yrs, the crown of Virgins, the hope of ages, the 
end of all Time after amorouſly complaining of 
this eternal Father's having abandon'd him, with a 


not what they do; 1 A- after recommending St. 
In, to his bleſſed mother, for a fon in his ab- 

- ſence, and recommending his Virgin-parent for a 
mother to the beloved diſciple, with .. . . Mo- 
mon, bebold. thy Son, . . Man, behold thy As- 
ther 3 after promiſing paradiſe to the penitent 
thief, with a2. . This day thou ſbalt be with 
me in paradiſe; after having left his precious 
body and blood, for food to us, and farther, leav- 
ing the Holy Gmost to his Church, perſecution 
to his Apoſtles and Miniſters, his Croſs to repent- 
ing Sinners, and Hell to the Reprobate after de- 
claring (with an I thirſt; *) his ardent de- 
- fire of fulfilling the Divine Decrees and Man's Re- 
demption; after proteſting (with an . It is con- 
ſummate. +) that all things were fulfill d, —fulfill'd 
the anxiety. of the Patriarchs, fulfill'd the predic- 
tions of the — gown fulfill'd the rigours of Gop's 
juſtice;;; fulfill'd the ultimate exceſs. of his own di- 
vine Mercy, and fulfill'd the laſt extremes of hu- 
man cxuelty and ingratitude after three and thir- 
Y of innocent, ediſying life After all this, 
70 Aue $ CHRIST). [inthe fower ef his age, 
Tue Seven dying Sentences of ohr Lord upon "the 
Croſs. r — — _ 
net. 34. 5 St. Xx. 16, 27. b Luke Xxiil. 43. 
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Preachers) I could but reſolve to ſhew you the nak- 


which may probably but ſerve to aggravate your 
_ guilty unconcern? To what purpoſe ſhall I uncover 


had ſuffer d for you but one hundredth part of 
What your Ixs us underwent; the ſight would 


blood? How don't I lament thy unpitied death! 


try a laſt eſlay with the unrelenting ſinner. 


ing in one hand thy reſemblance in a cruciſix, 
with the other, reaching - Out to the penitent avther- 


at noon- day, in view of the world, —with the hor- 
ror of the Angels, with the eclipſe of the Sun, with 
the revolution of the Elements, with the rending of 
the Temple, with the ſplitting of Rocks, with the 

wning of Graves, with the ſtarting-up of the 

ead, and the univerſal convulſion of trembling 
Nature] * crying-out, with a loud voice, ielded- up 


Ah ſavages Say you the reſt: For I have not 
the heart to utter more. 


ND yet, what an exuberance of compaſſionate 
A tenderneſs obliges me to ſtifle the _— ſad- 
nefs of the Church, her melancholy notes, her low- 
tuned plalmody, her ſilenced bells and organs, her 
altars ſtript, her cover'd images and nakedneſs of 
ornaments, all loudly ſpeak, to ſuch as have but 
ears to hear, and ſenſes to perceive. Nay, the ve- 
ry liteleſs corſe of my Redeemer ſhould ſpeak it to 
— if (following the pious cuſtom of other ſacred 


ed ſemblance of his mangled Majeſty. But wh 
ſhould I expoſe the likeneſs of my = ans Lord > 
public view in an age, in an audience, in which 
there may be danger of expoſing him to freſh af- 
fronts ? hy, Chriſtians, ſhould I recall, one by 
one, thoſe ſacred wounds to ſight, the memory of 


a crucifix to you, who have no tears, , to 
bewail the death of him whom it — Ah! 


could I take down from the croſs this Chriſt, and 
faſten on it, in his ſtead, ſome friend of yours, who 


move you to compaſſion. Had 1 but occaſion to 
preach to you the paſſion of ſome faithful ſlave of 
yours, who died in your defence; perhaps, you 
would ſhed ſome tears upon his bier. At leaſt, you 
would not inſult him in his coffin : At leaſt, you 
would not trample on his lifeleſs. body. And is it 
— that you, Chriſtians, who would certainly 

moved to pity, a mere man, à temporal friend, 
nay, a bond-ſlave, in this condition, can ſtill be 
void of every ſenſe of tenderneſs for Is us? Oh mY 
lighted Lord! How don't 1 deplore thy laviſh'd 


Had'ſt thou died for devils; devils would not have 
treated thee with. more ingratitude than Chriſtian? 
do. Quickly then reach me hither a crucifix; to 


Divine Redeemer! O might I, by thee commil- 
on d, deſcend to the gates of Hell z.and there ble, 


: eſs be- 

tic praffers of thy. pardon) ſay to thoſe haplels 

inge Behold, rebellious ſpirits; yaur Saviour 
2 St. Men 3871-50. « hanging 


„% OA RES. 


„ „e 


and Saviour JESUS CHRIS T. 63 


« hanging breathleſs on a croſs for love of you; 
how inſtantly ſhould not I convert the very devils ! 
How ſoon would all the abyſs of Hell be changed 
into a paradiſe, and all the.damn'd to ſaints! And 


what? Becauſe thou has't died for men, ſtill in. 


ſleſſion of means, and freedom to repent z_ mult. 
hy Love be ſcorn'd, thy Death be trampled-on, 
and all thy Paſſion be unfruitful? Muſt all the fruit 
| reap to-day, from preaching thee thus crucified, 
be to render my audience more criminal? And ſhall 
I then reſign to ſinners the crucifix I preach, only 
that harden'd Chriſtians may tread it under foot 
with their obduracy ?—No, no: Keep back the 
Croſs to ſpare irreverences. They who can men- 
tally contemplate Ixs us already trodden-on, torne 
and crucified, without a pitying tear: How ſhall 
they ever be moved with the more faint reſem- 
blance of him in a Crucifix ? 

Ah Chriſtians! There are tears to be found for 
the lofs of a darling, for the breaking-off of a fa- 
vourite friendſhip, for an affront received, for an 
enemy advanced, for a damage felt, or a diſappoint- 
ment apprehended: But for J=sus no tears can be 
found: Oh Heavens | be'aſtoniſb'd at this : And you, 
ob gates of Heaven, be exceedingly deſolate. * Now 
o'days, to weep at the remembrance of Jesus's 
death, is eſteem'd a feminin weakneſs, an imbeci- 
lity of ſplenetic devotion: And where a human bo- 
ſom, ſoften'd by any forcible impulſe of Grace, is 
on the point of melting into tears, it muſt be 
check'd for reputation's ſake, to avoid the imputa- 
tion of being, forſooth, a Cant. Ohage! Oh man- 
ners! in what a harden'd age of profligacy do we 
live? 'Tygers! Savages | Monſters then! Nay, 
Stocks and ſtones! melt ye into compaſſion at the 
accurſt cataſtrophe, the ſacrilegious deicide, which 
cannot draw from Chriſtian eyes one ſingle tear. 
But whether does my grief tranſport me? *Tis 
true, we are all of us ſinners, miſerable ſinners: 
But after all we are not devils: And yet how mnch 
worſe than devils muſt not we be; could we for- 
bear to pity, with the utmoſt exceſs of tenderneſs, 
that generous parent who has loved us, even to the 
utmoſt exceſs of torture? Let enmity, barbarity 
and hatred be ever ſo inveterate, implacable, and 
ſtript of humanity ; I remember but one inſtance - 
(which I ſhall by- and · by relate) of it's ever reach- 
ing to inſult the wretched in the extremes of afflic- 
tion or depreſſion. There is a certain dignity in 
eminent diſtreſs which commands a compaſſionate 
reſpe& even from the authors of it. And one ſo- 
litary happineſs which attends on ſuch ſufferers is, 
that their miſery itſelf is generally merit enough 
with their very enemies to turn their perſecution in- 
Jeſepb, while diſtinguiſh'd with careſſes by his 
father Jacob, and, in his-party-colour'd coat, adorn- 

| *. Terem. ii. 12. 


ed with the pledges of his parents tendereſt affec-- 
tions, was a conſtant mark of his brethren's envy, 
malice, hatred and perſeeutidn. Oh, what ran- 
cour, vengeance and cruelty, ſwell'd their empoi- 
fon'd boſoms; baniſh'd thence every ſentiment of 
blood, and ſtifled every voice of nature] Nothing 
leſs in ſhort would appeaſe their fury againſt him 
than the devoting him to death. Bebold the dream- 
er, they cry: Come, let us kill bin.“ But no ſooner 
do they ſee him. ſtript of Is gay ornaments, de 
prived of the protection of their Father, and buried- 
alive in the ciſtern: No ſooner does he appear with 
fallen countenance, weeping. eyes, ſobbing boſom, 
and afflicted heart, than all their fury turns to fond- 
neſs, and all their rage to pity. Ah ? what will it 
avail us, they cry; if we kill. our brother and 
conceal bis blood? His better... . that our bands 
be not polluted. For after all be is our brother and 
our fleſb. F 

Now the cafe is ſomewhat more-piteous with 
regard to JEs8vs. We not only ſtripp'd him of his 
garment, but even of his ſkin-: We not only fpirit-- 
ed him away from his parent to ſell him to ſtran- 
gers; but provoked his eternal Father to deliver 
him up to be flaughter'd by his own :. We, in a 
word, not only ſought his death, but really effected 
it. Yes; JE9vs really ſuffer'd death both for and 
by our fins. We have had his blood: What more - 
can our infatiable eruelty covet at his hands? If we 
uſed him fo bafely while living, is it not time, at 
leaſt, to pity him, when dead? For, after all, be is: 
our brother, and our fleſh Oh my Redeemer! if 
there ever was a man ſo baſely treated as thou has't 
been; I will not gainſay the crueky of thoſe Chriſ- 
tians who are diſpoſed to inſult thee, even after 
death, with freſh offences. But! if thou was't 
that man of ſorrows, who ſcarce did'ſt retain the 
figure of a man ;. if thou -was't made the reproach 
of men, and the outcaſt of the people; if thou did'ſt,, 
to fulfill. thy. Prophet's words, become that worm: 
rather than man, on whom the eternal Father pour- 
ed forth all his vengeance; on whom the cevelty - 
of the Gentils, the perfidy of the Jews, and even. 
the ingratitude of Chriſtianity, heapꝰd ſcourges and: 
thorns, and nails and croſs, and ſhame and death; 
ah ! tell me: How ſhall we ever, henceforth, pre- 
ſume to offend thee wilfully-again ? How ſhalt we 
forbear to feel compaſſion for thee? Why ſhal't- 
thou remain the only injured being ſtil} uapitied? 
Come then, . Chriſtians © Let us turn our eye 
and hearts to the foot of your altar. Look on that: 
naked crucifix extended on the ground; the faint, 
the feeble likeneſs of our mangled Lord: Peſpica- 
ble as that figure may appear; more deſpicable ftilt? 
was the appearance of martyr'd JssUs, whom it 
repreſents. - Juſt in that poſture was he ſeen” upon 


* Geneſ. xxxvii, 19, 20 f {bids 26, 27. - 


mount Calvary : So cloſed- up were his lips; ſo ſhut 
his eyes; ſo nail'd his hands and feet; ſo crown'd, 
ſo drooping hung his head; and ſo half-naked was 
.expoſed his chaſte, but flay'd, beſmear'd and blood 
body. Juſt ſo (as near as the ſhadow can approac 
the ſubſtance) our holy Mother his mourning 


Spouſe, the Church preſents him in that image 10 


our ſight ; that in that image we may adore him, 
and pay our grateful homage to him; and that, in 
the relative reſpe& we ſhew to this his feeble like- 
neſs, we may expreſs our deteſtation and abhorrence 
of the bloody ſacrilege which thus disfigured him. 
Take notice then, Chriſtians, that he, who while 
living on his croſs, recommended his Soul to his E- 
ternal Father, now, in his dead image upon the 
croſs, turns to you his children, to recommend his 
body to your care and reverence. Now, methinks, 
£0 every-one of you I hear him ſay: Into your 
e hands I commend henceforth my body and my 
4e blood. Chriſtians! See how you treat them: 
4 See that you treat them well. What though by 
© other hands I have been illy treated; by yours 
4e let me not be ſa, Or, if even you, among the 
#6 reſt, have uſed me baſely hitherto; forbear to 
e treat me ſo again. Nay, even into your bands 
(Oh profligates I) I commend my blood: Even in- 
* to your parricidic hands. If what I have alrea- 
% dy ſuffer d content you not; even renew all my 
* paſſion over-again, with the renewal of your 
& crimes. If that be not enough; trample me un- 
der foot with your obduracy of heart. Ah! harſh 
- * as all this may ſound to the tender Chriſtian's 
* ear: All this is nothing more than what thou, in 
particular, ar't doing, oh _ harden'd ſinner, who, 
* larking among theſe contrite children of mine, 
ce ar't ſtill (in ſpite of all the inward checks and 
6 calls, and graces, thou has't received, during 
this rehearſal of my paſſion) ſaying, within thy- 
4 ſelf I will not quit this woman, that unjuſt 
5 traffic, this other evil praQtice :----But oh, 
4 thoughtleſs mortal ! be not thus harden'd in thy 
%, own perdition, Why treat me thus? Why be 
* cruel to thyſelf in being ſo to me? Ob, my peo- 
#* ple, what 1 done to you ? or in what bave 
%, wvexed you? anſwer me. I had a body, and 
4 for you I gave it up to death: I had a plenty of 
% blood; and for you I ſhed it all: I had a heart, 
F< and that I'deftin'd to be yours; and yours it ſtill 
* may be, if you will but make it ſo. What then 
4% could I do to my vineyard, and I have not done 
it? t Ahl cart thou deviſe aught more which 
% remains for me to do towards ſaving thee? Sug- 
*c geſt it, if thou can'ſt ; and it ſhall be done.“ 
li Chriſtians How ſhall we correſpond to the pro- 
_ digious love of Jxsus, but with filently adoring 
him, and' ſecretly humbling our contrite hearts. 


icb. vi. 3. + Haial v. 4. 
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This inſtant then let us away to the foot of his 
croſs, to kiſs with our lips, and bathe With our 
tears, that memorial of his mercy. There, while, 
with our external homage, and relative worſhip of 
his image, we manifeſt our profoundeſt adoration of 
his perſon and memory, and thus publicly declare 


our deteſtation of the Jewiſh barbarity ; let us in- 


_ kiſs his ſacred wounds with our minds and 


hedrts: Let us tell him, with our ſouls, that were 
we in the place of that ungrateful nation; or, were 


he converſant with us (as once with them) inſtead 
of deriding, we would homage him; inſtead of 
wounding, we would adore him; inſtead of cruci- 
fying, we would wifh to die for him: But as it is, 
that ſtill we condole with him; are ſorry for him; 
and pity him for what he has ſuffer'd the ſame, as 
if he fuffer'd ſtill, Yes, deareſt Jesvs : Behold 
us all united here at the foot of this thy croſs, diſ- 
poſed with reverent hearts to adore thee ; diſ- 
war: with melting fouls to pity thee, But pity did 
ſay ? Nay, more we are reſolved to love thee; to 
love thee above all things, to love thee for thy 
bleſſed ſake alone, and love thee more than life. 
It grieves us to our ſouls that ever we were ſo baſe 
as to offend thee: Not merely becauſe we have de- 
ſerved to loſe thee, but more, becauſe we ought 
inceſſantly to have loved thee. Forgive almighty 
Love, forgive, and have not our paſt fins in remem- 
brance, which we are reſolved rather to die then 
ever repeat again. Nay more, we are cetermin'd, 
once for all, to do whatever thou ſhal't require in 
roof of our loving thee. Is it thy pleaſure, ſweet 
J that we learn of thee to be meek and bun- 
le of beart? * We will, dear Lord; we will. It 
is thy pleaſure that we renounce the things of the 
earth to place our treaſures and bearts in Hea- 
ven t We will do ſo, my Gop. Is it thy will, 
that, copying from thy Eternal Father, we do juſ- 
tice, love mercy, and join it with our ſacrifices? ! 
We will do thus, dear Lord, in obedience to thee. 
Is it thy will that we be wi/e as ſerpents in the im- 
provement of every chriſtian virtue, and ſimple till 
as guiltleſs doves in the ignorance of every ſinful 
practice? F It ſhall be henceforth our endeavour to 
be ſuch. Wilt thou tat we copy after thee in 


the exerciſe of mutual charity towards one another. I 


Wilt thou that we be watchful over ourſelves and 
fervent in praying to thee. * My Saviour, from 
this time forward, thou ſhaPt be punQually obey- 
ed. Wil't thou, in a word, that we ſtudy to be- 
come perfect + as alſo aur bepvenly Fatber is per- 
fed? Be it ſo: By the aſſiſtance of thy grace we 
will be perfect, we will be ſaints. Shall it be {aid 
*St. Mat. xi. 29. + id. 6, 19. 
1 St. Mat. ix. 13. St. Lukevi. 36. $ St. Mat. X. 
16. | St, Jahn xy. 179. » St. Mark xiii. 33. + St 
Mat. vii. 48. | | 1 
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that we indulge our vices, after ſeeing our Gop 
and Savibur die for them? Forbid it, gracious JE- 
sus! And oh, forbid that any here be damn'd by 
relapſing into ſin! No: We have all pitied thee as 
ſuffering : And we are all reſolved ſo to live, for 
the time to come, as that we may one day enjoy 
thee glorified. But, in the mean time, dear JE-, 
sus, diſm i ſs not me, nor any of this audience, to 
our homes without thy benediction. Unnail thy 
right-arm, and looſen'd from the croſs, ſtretch it 
forth upon us, to ſprinkle us with thy precious 
blood, and efficacious grace, by bleſſing us with 
thy own paternal hand. | 

Look ye, beloved brethren, Jzsus is perfectly 
diſpoſed to act the tender parent towards you all; 
if you will but a& the part of children, and give-up 
yourſelves to him, intirely, ſincerely, and tor good. 
And can there be a wretch ſo harden'd as, on this 


ſolemn day of love, not to give-up himſelf intirely 


to Ixs us? Ves: ſtrangely ſome-how my heart miſ- 
gives me, that there may yet be lurking, in the 
midſt of us, ſome reprobate ſtill bent upon reſiſting 
all the Love of jxsus. Yes: Methinks, I hear 
him ſay: © No matter: I am ſtill reſolved not to 
* abandon fin, nor quit GEN habits, in ſpite 
© of all.”---That is: © No matter for all theſe 
* ſtripes and . thorns, and blood-ſhed, which. Ix- 
sus ſubmitted to for me. In ſpite of all, I do 
* not love him. In ſpite of all, I am reſolved to 
* ſin again, though it offend him.” Alas] what 
ſhall I fay to ſuch a wretch (if ſuch a wretch there 
be) more than what the apoſtle has already faid : 
If any man love not our Lord Jesus CRRIST, let 
bim be anathema, let him be accurſed, *—Accurſed 
indeed, and thrice accurſed ! Since the laſt, heavieſt 
and worſt of curſes which can befall a man is, that 
he love not JzsUs. 

That monſter of her ſex, and of human nature, 
the inhuman Tullia, aſpiring to her royal Father's 
throne, deem'd it impoſſible to reliſh the moſt com- 
mon enjoyments of life, till, by embruing her 
hands in his blood, ſhe might have it in her power 
to ſatiate her ambition. Wherefore, to ſatisfy her 
criminal pride and impatience, and reign ſome. 


Rome immediately from the head of her ancient 
parent to that, of her huſband Targuin; in con- 
junction with him, ſhe contrives to have the reve- 
rend Sovereign maſſacred. Yet, had ſhe ſtopt here; 
her unnatural barbarity had not remain'd, without 
example. But—returning from the capitol, whi- 
ther ſhe had beento — with her huſband, 
upon his butcherly accels to the diadem of the mur- 
der'd monarch; ſo cruelty diſpoſing, her chariot 
was ſtopt, in it's career, by the dead body of th: 
royal aſſaſſinated Servius, which, till warm, lay 
®. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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months the ſooner, by transferring the crown of 


This day is a day o 


welt'ring in his blood in the midſt of the ſtreet: 
None preſuming to approach it for awe, {ave his 
impious daughter ; who, without the leaſt emotion 
of reſpect or concern for her injured parent, would 
not ſo much as ſuffer her coachman to turn his 
horſes aſide, but commanded him to drive over it. 
Nevertheleſs, the very beaſts, who drew the gaudy 
parricide along, ſtruck with horror, attempted 
to recoil ; and the driver, ſhrinking with reverential 
awe, at the melancholy ſpectacle, ſtopp'd to give 
leiſure for ſome kindly return of pity in the mon- 
ſter's breaſt, in hopes of a counter- oder: But the 
tygreſs Tullia, as much a ſtranger to pity as to re- 
morſe, with a —_— „ unrelenting air, again 
commands him boldly to drive over the body of her 
ſlaughter'd father. For, ſay'd ſbe, the ſhorteſt 
«© way to government is the beſt.” —Oh miſerable 
reprobate, whoever thou may'ſt be, lurking amidſt 
this croud of weeping Chriflians, unconcern'd ard' 
unconverted | Is it not enough that, like the bow- 
elleſs Tullia, thou has't laid thy Gop and Father 
weltering in his blood; unleſs thou inſult his death 
by ſtifling every emotion of returning pity; every 
ſenſe, of awakening remorſe ; every voice of con- 
verting grace? Courage then: Thon has't but one 
ſtep tarther to proceed, in order to come-up with 
her. If thou ar't abſolutely. bent, like ker, on net 
repenting ; like her be boldly wicked: Drive reſo- 
lutely over the croſs of aſſaſſinated Jzsus, by: thy 
contempt, and quit this audience: That thou 
may'ſt not, with thy preſence, ſuſpend the ſweet” 
effects of his tender mercy from lighting on this 
congregation of innocents and penitents. Away, 
away with the holy croſs from before that altar: 
Or rather away with that excommunicable repro- - 
bate from betore it; who like another Judas, is 
preparing to kiſs it, only to betray with freſh of- 
fences the Lord it reprefents. Open thoſe dcors 
and baniſh the traitor from among you. But the 
buſineſs is to pick him out: And Jesvs, whoſe 
long-ſuffering patience permits the tares to grow-up - 
with the corn, will not diſcover thoſe, till this be 
ripe, and ready for the eternal harveſt. Uphappy 
wretch then, whoever thou ar't, repent this in- 
ſtant, I conjure thee; or leave this place: And let 
there be for thee no more ſacraments nor ſacrifice; " 
no, nor a crucifix in death for thee to caſt thy eyes 
upon, who, during life, can'ſt treat it with ſuch 
foul icreverence. | 
But, what am I ſaying, Chriſtians ? To hem 
can this anathema be applicable ? To no-one, I 
hope; at leaſt, * to no- one in this ſanctuary. 
love, a day of benedictions, and 
not of anathemas. Let no-one be kept at a diſtanes 
from the Croſs of Chriſt upon this day, on Which-*' 
his love was pleaſed to plant it as his ſtandard to ga- 
tier ell to him. And ſurely, none of you, my _ 153 
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loved hearers, can be ſo ſtrangely wedded to perdi- 
tion as to chuſe rather to trample on the death of 
Jesvs, and be baniſn'd from his altar, than to re- 
turn to him? Surely the bare thought of deſerving 
ſuch a cenſure muſt ſhock your very ſouls, and be 
enough to inſpire you to put a final ſtop to ſin- 
ning? What Chriſtian then can be ſo harden'd, ſo 
perverſe, ſo devil-like, as, on a day made ſacred by 
- . the death of Jusus, not to devote himſelf intirely 
to this great Lord of Love? Surely, my crucified 
Redeemer, it is impoſſible ? Surely, thy unexhauſt- 
ed mercy will forbid it? Behold us here, at leaſt, 
all proſtrate with our ſouls before thee ; defirous, 
at the foot of thy Croſs, to end our lives, this in- 
- ſtant, or to begin them over-again, and live hence- 
forth to thee alone. Lo! I, the unworthieſt of 
.thy miniſters, in my own name, and in the name 
of all my contrite hearers, with utmoſt bitterneſs 
of ſoul, implore thy pardon for myſelf and them, 
and every contrite Chriſtian. Pardon, dear Lord, 
of that venerable head, our crimes fo cruelly have 
crown'd with thorns : Pardon of thoſe bleſſed feet 
and hands our feet ſo barbarouſly bored with nails: 
Pardon of that ſacred ſide our vices pierced : Pardon 


of that heavenly heart which our _ ſo grie- 
, 


vouſly oppreſt with tears and griefs, and ſmart : 
Pardon of all thoſe guiltleſs members which our 
 enormities tormented to exceſs: Pardon of all thoſe 
deadly ſtripes and wounds, and ſores, with which 


our guilt once cover'd thee from head to foot ! Par- 
don! Pardon! Pardon for what is paſt ! And, for 
the time to come, no more will we offend thee 
with freſh ſins. No, God of my heart: No more 
ſins for us; no more, no more. This is our laſt, 
our firm, unalterable purpoſe: And by the aid of 
thy all- powerful grace in this fixt reſolution will 
we live and die. 

Come then, Chriſtians, be faithful ; and ſee that 
you make good my words. You, who have not re- 
ſolved, reſolve this inſtant : You, who have reſoly- 
ed, be ſteady to your promiſe. Do you but mind 
the future, and JEsus ſhall pardon what is paſt. 
Go then and fin no more, left ſomething worſe befall 
you. * Thus ere you go, let me, with my ſoul 
upon my lips, conjure you never to offend again 
your loving, lovely JIxsus, who, that he may not 
be conſtrain'd to exert himſelf, one day, your angry 
judge, has this day proved himſelf your gracious 
Saviour, and bled to death for love of you, Yes: 
I his unworthy miniſter, once more conjuring you 
never to offend again this Lord of Love, do, 1n his 
name, and by the prieſtly powers I hold from him, 
give to you all his bleſſing: From this inftant then 
may the Almighty Gop of Hoſts, FATHER, SON 
and Hol.y Gnosr Bleſs and. preſerve you, and 
make you all his own to all Eternity, AMEN. 


St. John v. 14. : 
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ACTS xx. 18, 20, 22, 26. 


You know from the firſt day that I enter'd in a- 
mong you, in what manner I have been with you 
all the time; . . . . How I bave withdrawn no- 
thing which was profitable, but that I preach it 
to you, and taught you openly, and from bouſe to 
3 And now bebold, being bound by the 
Spirit, I go to Feruſalem...... Wherefore I 
take you to witneſs this preſent day that I am 
clear from the blood of all, For I have not ſpar- 
ed to declare to you all the counſel of Gor. 


HEN St. Paul was about to reſign the care 
of his beloved flock at Epheſus, he gather'd 
them together to take leave of them. And the 
oeconomy of his Farewell Sermon was compriſed 
under theſe few heads. In — place to leave 
ſuch an impreſſion on their minds of the doctrin he 
had taught them, as might give a perpetual ſanc- 
tion to it; he declares it to have been the counſel, 
and none but the counſel of Gop; and, to add a 
farther weight to it, he reminds them; that his was 
all the labour, theirs all the profit, ariſing from 
that doctrin. I bave withdrawn nothing, ſays he, 
which was profitable; but that I preach'd it to 
Jeu, and taugbt you openly, and from houſe to bouſe, 
* not making my life more precious than myſelf, 
2 Jparing to declare to. you all the —. s of 

OD. 

Secondly, He ſignifies to them that for the fu- 
ture it will be their intereſt to practiſe in his ab- 
ſence, what his duty obliged him to admoniſh them 
of, while he continued among them: And this he 
does in the moſt affecting manner. Bound .by the 


® Ads xx..20.. + Ver. 27. 


Spirit, I go to Feruſalem, ſays the Apoſtle. * And. 
naw, bebold I know that you ſball no more ſee my 


face, all you, through whom I bave beſt 9 
ta 


the kingdem of Gop. Wherefore e you to 
witneſs, this preſent day, that I am CLEAR FROM 
THE BLOOD OF ALL. . And in theſe words he 
ſeems to have had in view that important paſſage 
in Eæechiel, t where God tells his miniſter: If, 
when I ſay to the wicked, DYING THOU SHALT 
DIE, thou tell bim not, nor ſpeak, that be may le 
converted from bis wicked way, and live; the ſame 
wicked man SHALL DIE in bis iniquity, but m1s : 
BLOOD WILL I REQUIRE AT THY HAND, Where- 
as, on the other ſide, if tbou denounce to the wick- 
ed, and be be not converted from bis impiety : be 
indeed SHALL DIE in bis iniquity, but THOU HAS*T ' 
DELIVER'D THY OWN Sour. 5 This latter was 
happily the caſe with St. Faul: He was conſcious of 
having faithfully diſcharged the duty of his minif- 
try; and therefore might boldly ſay to his flock. 
what he did ſay: © I appeal to yourſelves, beloved 
* children, whether I did not, while I had the 
care of you, faithfully acquit myſelf of my duty 


© towards you; whether I have not preach'd to » 
you the Word of God, in all it's purity, with- - 
* out diſguiſing or ſtifling the counſels which Hea- - 


ven deſigu d my mouth, or feigning any 
* of my Ant — er I have not, on all oc- 
© caſions, exhorted the good to perſevere, and 
« warn'd the wicked to deſiſt in time from their 
% ways, and repent. It is not then for myſelf I am 
4 now concern d. No, thanks to the Divine Grace: 
« ] bave-deliver'd my own ſoul. I am clean from 
* AJ; xx. 22. Þ+ Ver. 25, 26. f Chap ite 
18. $ oy I 
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«© the blood of you all. You therefore are now all 
„ my concern: For you is all my ſollicitude; that 
&* you be as anxious to deliver your fouls, as I have 
& been to deliver mine; that you profit by my la- 
© hours ; and keep each of you clean from your 
'* own blood, by neither forgetting nor neglect- 
&* ing the advices I have given you. For, though, 
e while I had the care of you, I was jointly in- 
e tereſted with yourſelves in making you good, or 
keeping you ſo; now, that I reſign, the charge 
e of you, I declare againſt having any hand in your 
« damnation: I waſh my hands of your blood, and 
& throw wholly on yourſelves the weighty affair 
ce of your ſalvation.” Thus much ſeems compriſ- 
ed in theſe myſterious words which make-up the 
Second head of our Apoftles's diſcourſe, I am clean 
from the blood of all. 

In the Third place to put them ſtill more upon 
their guard againſt rendering his paſt labours fruit- 
leſs, nay pernicious, by their neglect; he charges 
them, not to loſe the grace, nor flight the inſpira- 
tions, which they had received from Gop by means 
of his apoſtleſhip; an apoſtleſhip which had coſt 
- himſelf ſo much pains and anxiety. And farther, 
that they may not ſlight the important caution, by 
thinking it unneceſſary ; he warns them, that their 
faith and virtue, after his departure, will be vio- 
lently attack'd, on all ſides, from without and even 
from within; and, therefore, that it muſt be of the 
greateſt conſequence for them, in his abſence, to 
-become watchmen to themſelves, to keep a ſharp 
-look-out againſt external enemies, and to keep an 
unwearied watch over themſelves. I know, ſays 
he, that, after my departure, there will ravening 
Wolves enter-in among you, not ſparing the flock. 
For which cauſe be vigilant, keeping in memory 
"that for three gears,” night and day, I ceaſed not 
with tears to admoniſh every one of you. 

Fourtbly, That his removal from them might 
leave no ill impreſſion on the minds of his hearers, 
to the prejudice of his doQrins ; he ſolemnly de- 
clares that the ſpirit of avarice had no more ſhare 
in his quitting them than it at firſt had any part in 
his coming among them: For, that nothing but 
his ſpiritual obligations made him reſign-up the im- 
.mediate care of them. Bound by the Spirit, ſays 
he, / Sp; As if he had ſaid, ©& ”Tis 

. not, my dear children, any lucrative view which 
4 takes me from you, but the duty of following 
whither my ſpiritual obligations ſummon me. 
"Tis not the love of commodious tranſlations, 
nor the deſire of better worldly accommodations 
than I have among you, which induces me now 
e to throw-up my .charge. If ſordid intereſt had 
#* any influence over me; why did it not bias me 
4 all the time I have been among you? Whereas 


* Ads xx. 29, 31. 
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that it never did, I appeal to yourſelves: Be you 
my judges, that I have not acted the part of a mer- 
** Cenary with any of you. No man's ſilver and gold, 
** or garment bave I coveted. Yourſelves know that 
* for ſuch things as were needful for ne.. . . theſe 
* bands bave miniſter' d.“ 

Finally, the Apoſtle, to crown all his apoſtolic 
labours, recommends his beloved flock to God, as 
he had often done before: By doing which he lays 
them under the ſtricteſt ties ot gratitude to do the 
like for him. And now I recommend you to Gop, 
ſays he, and to the word of bis grace. . . And fal- 
ling on his knees be pray'd with them all. + 

uch, beloved Chriſtians, ſuch in ſubſtance was 
the Farewell Sermon which the great St. Pau, 
made to his Epbeſian diſciples, betore his departure 
from among them; after having been their imme- 
diate paſtor and reſiding amidſt them preach- 
ing and teaching for the ſpace of three years. 

t 15 not quite fo long, deareſt auditors, that! 
have fulfill'd the apoſtleſhip to you. However: 
As, from the firſt day of my coming to you, even 
to this preſent time, I have earneſtly wiſh'd to co. 
py after this great apoſtle's zeal, by inſtructing you 
tully in your Chriſtian duty and exhorting you to 
it with uawearied aſſiduity; ſo, being now about 
to reſign the immediate charge of you, I cannot 
wiſh to copy after a better maſter, even in taking 
my leave of you. 

You know then, beloved, and to yourſelves ! 
appeal for the truth of what I ſay :*I have uſed my 
utmoſt efforts to inſtru& you in your duty; and 
have omitted no practicable means to perſuade and 
win you over to the practice of it: Night and day 
not ceaſing, with tears, to pray for and admoniſb 
every one of you. I have been conſtantly at the 
beckon of ſuch of you as wanted me; to viſit you, 
in ſickneſs; to comfort you, in affliction; to guard 
you, in innocence; or call you to repentance. I have 
unfolded to you whatever b found uſeful towards the 
knowledge of Gop, the love of him, and the beatitude 
of an eternal union with him; and have not wilfully 
neglected any opportunity, or omitted any circum- 
ſtance which might poſſibly be of advantage to you. In 
ſhort, if it be law ful for a wretched ſinner to adopt 
the words of a glorious ſaint ; I may with truth lay, 
after the great apoſtle of the gentils : I have wits- 
drawn nothing which was profitable; but that / 
preach'd it to you, and taugbt you openly and from 
bouſe to houſe. I have neither ſooth'd you in vice 
nor flatter'd you out of virtue: Neither a mean de- 
fire of aku and humouring you, nor a fervi 
fear of offending you has deterr'd me from con- 
ſulting your ſalvation: I have given-up my time, 
my eaſe, and all my thoughts to wy ſervice; A 
to ſpeak with apoſtolic truth and freedom in apoſtc- 
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lic words, I have not made my life more precious 
than myſelf, nor ſpared to declare to you all the coun- 
el of Gon. 

What vain boaſting is here! Some of you, per- 
baps may be tempted to ſay to yourſelves, But 
_ Chriſtians! Be not haſty to judge; leſt you repent 

at leiſure the injuſtice you would do me. St. PAuL, 
I preſume, had no vain-glory in what he ſaid: nei- 
ther have I. What I have done for you, while 
among you, I did with pleaſure; and what I took 
pleaſure in doing was my duty to do; nay and my 
intereſt alſo. Ever ſince I have been with you, I 
have thought that the word of the Lord was made 
to me, by the mouth of the prophet, f ſaying: 
Son of man, 4 watchman to my people bave I given 
thee: And thou ſhalt hear the word out of my mouth, 
and ſball tell it them from me. If woen I ſay to 
the wicked, Drix c THOU SHALT DIE, ru tell 
bim not, nor ſpeak, that be may be converted from 
bis wicked way and live; the ſame wicked man 
SHALL DIE in bis iniquity: But Als BLOOD 
WILL I REQUIRE AT THY HAND. My own fal- 
vation then, Chriſtians, was at ſtake in the care I 
have taken of yours; being made accountable to 
God's rigorous juſtice for every ſoul among you, 
which ſhould periſh through any negleCt ot mine. 
I conſider'd myſelf as the Watchman appointed 
by heaven, to guard your ſouls and warn you of 
danger. And if the watchman ſee the ſword com- 
ing, ſays the Lord, t and ſound not with the trum- 
pet; and the people look not to themſelves; and the 
ſword come and take a ſoul from among them; that ſoul 
indeed is CAUGHT IN HIS INTQUITY : But mls 
BLOODI WIL.L-RE- IRE OF THE HAND OF THE 
WATCHMAN, had no other chance therefore to 
deliver my own ſoul from perdition, than(by diſcharg- 
ing the part of a faithful watchman) to ſtudy your 
common ſafety. For, ſays the Lord: $ I, thou telling 
the wicked that be convert from his ways, be con- 
vert not rom bis way; HE SHALL DIE in big ini- 
quity : But THOU HAs'T DELIVER'D THY SOUL. 
Tell me then, Chriſtans, where is the room for ſo 
much as the bare appearance of boaſting in a mat- 
ter of ſo much ſelt- intereſt? To do what I have 
done for you was my intereſt, and therefore was it 
my chief ſtudy; and. therefore I truſt in God, 
that, with truth and without boaſting, I may this 
day proteſt, in the 
that, if I have not effectually converted all of you 
from all your ſinful ways; I have at leaſt warn'd 
you of them enough to DELIVER MY OWN SOUL. 

And the great reaſon I have for making this o- 
pen ſolemn proteſt, is the hope I entertain of ſhock- 


ing you into vigilance for your own ſafety, by re- 
minding you of the greatneſs of your danger in giv- 


Ac. XX. 24. 


+ Erech. iii. 17, 18. 
1 Exzech. xxxiii. 6. 


id ver. 9. 


eſence of heaven and you, 
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ing way to neglect. While I was your immedis te 
paſtor, your ſpiritual watchman ; you might think, 
perhaps, that your vigilance was leſs important; 1 
being equally concern'd with you all to watch for 
the ſafety of all. But remember : The cafe is now 
alter'd; and I now found the laſt trumpet of 
Gov's truth, as your immediate paſtor; to warn 
you, that I now throw the whole care of vour fal- 
vation on your own hands. And he, who beareth the 
found of the trumpet (ſays the Lord by the mouth of 
EZECHIEL. ) whoſoever be be, and doth not lock 
to bimſelf, and the ſword come and take bim, 18 


and zealous; all their vigilance, all 
their zeal for your ſalvation, will be loſt upon you ; 
if it be not accompanied with equal diligence on 
your own part. And there is little room to ho 
you will prophet by their inſtructions; if you wil» 
fully forget thoſe, which, with ſo much labour 
ſweat and anxiety, I have endeavoured to give - 
you. 
If my labours ſhould unfortunately have pro- 
ved fruitleſs to ſome of you; if I do not leave you 
all better Chriſtians than I found you; if any of 
you are ſtil] unreform'd of your ancient faults, ſtill 
unprovided with new virtues, which I have no 
room to ſuſpect; examin your own breaſts for the 
cauſe. Is it not perhaps owing to a ſecret perver- 
ſity in your own nature, which may have made 
ſome 0 you deſpiſe, forget or neglect the ſalutary 
counſels I have given you? May you not have come 
to hear me out of a ſpirit of idle curioſity, or ſome 
other earthly. motive, rather than with thoſe ſenti- 
ments which alone can juſtify your coming hither 
(1 mean) an humble conſciouſneſs of your want of 


information; an earneſt pious deſire of being in- 


ſtructed in heavenly knowledge; and a ſerious re- 
ſolution of following the inſtructions you might re - 
ceive? Or perhaps, may not Gop have refuſed to 
ſome of you the light. of his grace; that light, with- » 
out which you could never reap. benefit from any 
inſtruQions I was capable of giving At- May not 
God, / ſay, have denied, and juſtly denied you, 
* Ezech. xxxiii. 4. 


that. 
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that grace; becauſe you either never vouchſated to 
aſk it of him, or aſk it but ſeldom, and aſk it but 
faintly ? And what fruit then could any endeavours 
of mine abound with where the hand of Gop has 
been wanting ? For oh Almighty ſource of all good 
gifts | By thee enabled to do all things, what profi- 
table action can we do without thee ? It is neitber 
be who plants (as my great maſter obſerves *) nor be 
who waters; but thou, O Gop, who muſt give 
the encreaſe : And from thee alone muſt the whole 
work of our juſtification be originally derived. If 
therefore, deareſt brethren, all I have hitherto 
ſaid to you has proved to any of you quite fruitleſs ; 
if there be any of you as perverſe as ever; if there 
be one among you, whoſe evil habits, inclinations 
and attachments are ſtill the ſame, take all the guilt 
upon. yourſelves : for me I proteſt I wafh my hands 
of all the blame; and I take you, this — day, 
to witneſs, that | AM CLEAN FROM THE BLOOD 


> OF YOU ALL. 


On the other hand, beloved, if the word of 
Gov, which I have labour'd to ſow in your hearts, 
has taken root and encreaſed there; For heaven's 
ſake, for your own, for my ſake and the pains I 


have been at td cultivate and preſerve it in you, 


oh! promote the growth of that precious ſeed. 
Let not the dear ineſtimable grain, given to feed 
ou to eternal happineſs, become, thro' your ne- 
glect, the aggravation of your miſery. Stand then 
upon your guard, that the enemy rob you not of 
ur harveſt, nor convert your aliment into poiſon. 
— and it is with grief I reflect, how greatly 
you are expoſed to the aſſaults and ſnares of hypo- 
crites, infidels, private debauchees, and ſcandalous 
profligates ; who, once they obſerve you mended 
in your manners, will practice every Satanic art to 
divert you from your virtuous purſuits; to drag you 
- to vice: And, where neither _ nor fears, neither 
pleaſures-nor pains neither pe uaſion nor example 
are ſufficient to ſhake your fidelity; they will try to 
laugh you out of your pious ſentiments. But, , 
all which is ſacred in heaven and earth; by a 
which. is dear to you; by as much as you tender 
the falvation of your ſouls; let nothing make you 


ſtagger in your pious purpoſes. Never be led-away 


from your eternal felicity by the promiſes or threats, 

much leſs by the perſuaſion, example, or ridicule 

of wicked men. No, nor ſuffer even the ſeemingly 

good to impoſe upon you falſe or impious doctrins. 
e 


member the doctrins I have deliver'd to you: | 


Follow them: And a/tbo? we or an angel from 


heaven ſbould preach a goſpel to you beſides that 


ewhich we have preach'd to you; let bim be anatbe- 
ma; + believe it not. b 
21 Cor. ilk. 7. + Galat. i. 8. 


However, beloved brethren, you can be in no 
danger of this, while you happily remain under the 
direction of the worthy paſtor to whoſe immediate 
care you are truſted. It is a bleſſing which none 
but Catholics enjoy, that, changing ſhepherds 
they are ſure not to change paſture. Let their 
preachers be ever-ſo often varied; the doctrin is 
{till the ſame. And you, Chriſtians, will enjoy 
this bleſſing in an eminent degree, in the paſtor 
whom I have recomended to you to ſucceed me in 
the function of preaching and teaching. To this 
you yourſelves ſeem to be no ſtrangers. In fa& 
you have approved my choice : You have choſen 
him unanimouſly to ſucceed me; and, therefore, 
do I now reſign the care of you to him. Still the 
only conſideration which could make me think of 
reſigning the care of ſo pious, ſo exem lary a 
flock, a flock ſo dear as you are to me: The only 
inducement to it, I ſay, is the knowing that I can- 
not ſpiritually provide for you better, than by leav- 
ing you in ſuch hands. You cannot but be ſure 
that he will take full as much pains with you as 1 
have done: And as he is much better qualified than 
I dare think myſelf, I hope, his apoſtolic labour 
will have, at leaſt, an equal ſucceſs with mine. 

At the ſame time: That the little pains I have 
hitherto taken for your ſpiritual good, may not be 
fruſtrated by an miſconſtruction of my ſoliciting 
13 to give- up the care of you to another; 

think it a duty incumbent on me publicly to de- 
clare: And accordingly at the foot of this ſacred 
altar (where, if a prieſt is ever to be believed, I 
hope to gain credit) I ſolemnly do declare, that no 
motive of avarice, or ambition ; no love of tranſ- 
lations, or defire of better accommodations led me 
to this reſolution of reſigning ; but the ſole defire of 
being, in ſome ſenſe, anathema for you, by prefer- 
ring your ſpiritual good to my own temporal conve- 
niency. In giving-up the temporal aſſiſtances you 
allow me, I have no viſible proſpect of a greater, 


_ or even any certain proviſion elfewhere. 


or have I any other fix'd reliance than on that Di- 
vine Providence which never did, and I am certain 
never will, deſert me. It is then the deſire of fulfill- 
ing my ſpiritual obligations to you, by putting you 
into better hands, which removes me from you. And, 
therefore I may boldly ſay, after my great maſter, that 
being led by the Spirit J go from among you. If any 
of you ſhould be undiſpoſed to believe me, which k 
hardly can think poſſible z compare my paſt with 
my preſent deportment to you. If ambition or ava- 
rice had now the leaſt ſway with me in leaving you; 
why did they not bias me while converſant among 
you? Whereas, that they never did; I appeal to 


yourſelves. For you know, from the firſt day that 
| J enter'd 


1 enter'd in among you, in what manner I bave been 
with you all the time, Where is the poor man, 
whe can ſay I ever neglected his rags? Where the 
rich man among you, who can ſay I courted his 
gifts or favours? For the glory of Gop, and the 
confuſion of hirelings, if there be one ſuch, let 
him come-forth and give me the lye in the face of 
this numerous aſſembly. But: Thanks to the di- 
vine Grace, No man's filver and gold, or garment 
have I coveted. Indeed, I have not, with St. Paul, 
had the glory to toil in the. occupation of tent-mak- 
ing. And, therefore, cannot ſay in the ſame ſenſe : 
For ſuch things as were needful for me, theſe bands 
have miniſter'd. But ah, how often have I with'd 
to live in an age, in which I might have ſaid ſo! 
Happy, thrice happy St. Paul, who lived in ſuch an 
age: Happy, I ſay, to live in an age, when nothing 
but ſin was ſin ; and nothing gave ſcandal but vice 
and folly. But, in this age, how would each flock 
contemn a paſtor, who, for the ſake of preaching 
the Goſpel freely, ſhould join the honeſt induſtry 
of mechanic labeur with his apoſtolic toils! It is not 
then for want of will I follow'd not the Apoſtle in 
this, but for fear of ſcandalizing the modiſh Chriſ- 
tan. Might I do it without offending; theſe fin- 

ers ſhould labour to the bone, rather than the Go- 
f |-liberty of this tongue ſhould loſe it's weight, 
—— thing the laity have to give. But ſince I 
might not do it I have therefore thankfully taken 
what you were pleaſed to give, unaſłk' d; without 
ſo much as one bare hint to draw a favour from 
you. I ſay thus much barely to convince you, 
that, though your bounty has far exceeded my de- 
ſerts, or even deſires, I never ſerved you for 
the ſake of any of your temporal favours, 


deareſt chriſtians, I have all-along labour'd to feed 
you, not to fleece you: Not your riches have I co- 


veted but your ſalvation. For the great unfolder 
of hearts knows how ſincerely and diſintereſtedly I 
love and eſteem you all ; and that you are all, that 
you are every-one of you, dear to me in Chriſt as a 
firſt-born, as an only babe to the parents who gave 
it being. And, therefore, nothing could make me 
chearful under the circumſtance of bidding you, 


Farewell; but that, tho* I ſhall no more act as 


your immediate paſtor, ſhall ſtill, in ſome ſenſe, 
haye an eye over you, by frequently, in compliance 
with your requeſt, having the comfort of preaching 
to you, and that gratis. 

Give me now, deareſt children, give me leave 
to do you the juſtice which is your due, by return- 
ing you my humbleſt thanks for the great liberality 
and goodneſs you have ' ſhewn to me, but much 
more by owning the obligations I have to you for 
the very great pleaſure you have in general given 
me, in ſhewing by your deportment trom time to 
time, that my little endeavours were neither itt- 
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been 


t 
"vw 
indiſpenſible debt. All the fault (I dare ſay) which 


71 
taken nor ill-beſtow'd. Whence, I hope, I may 
reaſonably conclude, you are convinced, that, what- 
ever I fay'd was deſign'd for your good, however 
uncouthly it might be ſpoken. At leaſt I aſſure you, 
that, if any part of my condu&, or expreſſions, e- 
ver gave you offence, it was (by ſo much) beyond 
my intention. Nevertheleſs, inoffenſive as my de- 
ſigns have been, I freely aſk your pardon for every 
unknown misfortune of diſpleaſing or ſcandalizing 
you; and promiſe myfelf from your Chatity, that 
you wall readily grant it. Your ready and chriſtian 
compliance hitherto with whatever I exhorted you 
to, plainly ſhews that you want only to be remind- 
ed of your duty in order to put it in practice. And, 
as my ſucceſſor, in this miniſtry, is zealous enough 
to be willing to inſtruct you in the obligations s 
Chriſtian; fo, I hope, he will have courage enough 
never to ſpare you, when you are remiſs in them. 
And, as I know, he will ſtruggle hard to keep you 
ſtrictly conſtant to the Hol Sacraments, and 
to the religious obſervance of holidays and faſts ; 
fo, I ftrenuouſly recommend to you, the be- 
ing faithful in theſe particulars, as well as in a re- 
ſpectful, duteous compliance with the admonitions 
which both = paſtors may judge it expedient to 
give you. Gop has peculiarly bleſt you with two, 
who are good, learned, wiſe, and orthodox: En- 
deavour therefore to deſerve the continuance of this 
bleſſing by your behaviour to them. And what- 
ever you do, invert not the order of nature and 
grace, by preſuming to lead your leaders; but be 
content in fpirituals to follow them, like a faithful, 
loving flock. , The bounty you have had for me has 
Lon) the pure effect of your own liberal 

charity 3 but the caſe is quite different with regard 
0 1 Preſent worthy ſhepherds. Their merit 

make that bounty and the continuance of it an 


you will find in them, will be a ſelf-diffident mo- 
deſty ; if that may be call'd a fault. And if it be 
one, beloved, don't excuſe it. No; be revenged 
on them for it; and be revenged like Chriſtians, 
that is, by ſtriving to excel] them, and by ſtudy- 
ing to conquer their modeſty with encouraging 
goodneſs, | 

There remains nothing more for me to add, 
than to recommend you all to God, as I do, and 
beſeech hin to pour-down upon you all every ſort 
of bleſſings in this life, which are any ways condu- 
cive to and conſiſtent with the eternal bleſſings of 
the other. And now, deareſt Chriſtians, I conclude - 
with a double requeſt to all and every-one of yo. 
the fit part of which concerns yourſelves molt ; 
and it is to implore, that you would be diligent to 
learn from your paſtors what you ought to do, ard 
faithſul to put it in praQiſe. Be but as ſollicitous for 
the eternal future as you arc for the frau le. 


el, 
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poral, and you'll ſoon become perfect Chriſtians. 
The ſecond part of my petition relates to myſelt : 


And is, to beg that you would all charitably join 


in prayer to Gop for me, to obtain me this one 
great bleſſing and no more, that is, that he will 
vouchſafe to make me juſt what he would have me 
be. You have ſome intereſt yourſelves in procur- 
ing me this mercy, For,---once your interceſſion 
takes effect, my prayers will in courſe become as 
effectual as, for your ſakes, I wiſh them. And thus 
ſhall we, by mutually helping one-another, have 
the joy, at the laſt great and general meeting, to 
be admitted into Heaven, like flock and paſtors : 
You in a body, and I and my fellow labourers at 


peace and charity with one-another. 
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the head of you: Or rather ſhall we enter like 
brethren, hand in hand, into that eternal kingdom 
of Glory, where we ſhall all be but ene flock under 
one Shepherd, CHRIS H Jtsus. Thou then, Oh 
ſupremely good and gracious Shepherd, guide us 
ſafe to thee. Send us the Comforter in the mean 
time to lead us on in every truth, and warm us with 
a lively, unalterable faith, a filial well-grounded 
hope, an ardent, fruitful love of thee, and perfect 
Oh grant 
this, we beſeech thee, in thy unwearied, wonted 
mercy, and, In the name of the FarHER, and of 
the Sox, and of the HoL.y-Gnosr., AukN. 


End of the Second and Lat VOLUME. 
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A. 


humility but meannefs, ii. 


| 40. 
Bbacuc's filial confi- Aflided bear an 


"\ dence in God reward- 
ed with x miracle, ii. 50. 

Abiram, an inſtanceof God's 
vengeance being ſure, tho' 
flow, i. 36. Of ſinners 
rever being fure of time to 
repent, ii. 

25 a 2 that the 
world is worſt enemy to 
thoſe whom it flatters, i. 


* of deſolation 
what? ii. 138. Seen in our 
own days, ibid. 

rabam, an eminent exam- 

e of the ſovereign inte- 
reſt we have in loving God 
above all things, it. 82. 
Of the decency to be ob- 
ſerved in holy places, i. 
63. 

Abſalom loſt for want of 
ſelf- knowledge, i. 24. O- 
ther proof that the world 
is the worſt enemy to thoſe 
it flatters, i. 46. Beguiled 


out of Peace by giving 


earthly pleaſures entrance 
into his heart, i. 130. 
Abfolution pronounced with 
levity may damn both peni- 
tent and confeſſor, i. 153. 
Abuteſſim beſieged in Teluſin 
i. 187, His bravery and 
love to his ſubjeQs, #b1id. 
r- to Chriſt's 
paſhon, 188. 
Adam probably buried on 
Mount Calvary, ti. Ap. 


52 Pride the chief cauſe 
of hi 


s ruin, it. 76. Want 
of ſelf- knowledge the pri- 
mary cauſe of both, i. 23. 
His deviating from good 
the ſource of our nature's 
corruption, it. Ap. 21. 


analo 
with the thirfty, i. 14. The 


comfort adminiĩſter d to 


them a reſtoring draught, 
ibid. 


put off our converſiom to 
ii. 33. we are very uncer- 
tain of reaching it, ii. 29. 
It is generally a great ob- 
ſtruction to the conquer- 
ing vicious habits or ac- 
quiring good-ones, i, 162. 


. Ap. ſtands for Appendix ; and the Italie Numbers after it ſhew the particular - 
ginning of the faid Appendix. 


cowardice and indolence 
an enhancement of his ſad- 
neſs, ii. Ap. 39. Their 
illuſion on mount Thabor;-. 
1. 135. Their ſenſitive love 
of Chriſt not pleaſing to 
him, i. 218. 


Miction, a deſirable good, Ageſilaus s ſurpriſe at the Arrogance, how deſtructive 


1. 118. They are matter of conſtancy of a criminal, i. to human ſociety and why, 


ſin- 


neceſſity to repenti 


ners, i. 119,122,123. They Agony of Jeſus, 
h 


are a debt in the truly pe- 
nitent, i. 122. They are 
matter of lucre to the in- 
nocent, 1. 124. Scourges of 
a loving parent, i. 16. Re- 
membrance of the fins by 
which we have deſerved 


180. 


to 44. be chote 
Gethſemani for the place 
of his agony, ii. Ap. 39. 


i. 20. 


ii. Ap. 39. Atheiſmof mind never exif 


tent, Th 5. Atheiſts of j 
heart, what, and whence; - 
ii. 55 89 


Our ſins the cauſe of his Attachments even in matters 


agony, ii. Ap. 43. 
chief torture in it, it. Ap. 
4 


1. 
them ſhould make them not 4hab, an inſtance of God's 


only tolerable but welcome 
i. 123. Sinners ought to 
thank God for them, I. 119 
121. Temporal afflitions 


equitable yengeance on the 
impious, i. 39. And of 
the. force ot ſelf-humili- 
ation, ii. 77. 


ot two forts, i. 119. Thoſe Alaric, a Barbarian's 


which God. fends the moſt 
meritorious,. and why? i. 


ib. Voluntary mortifica- to the indecencies of ſome - 


tions good to. diſpoſe us 
for the affiFionsGod ſends 


reverence to St. Peter's 
church a ſtinging reproach 


Catholics in Church, it 


64. 


of devotion dangerous, i. 
220. They often degene- 
rate into ſpuritual pride, ib, 
Senſual attzehments what, - 
i. 249. Danger of them. 
i. 220. Marks to know | 
them, i. 219. The moſt 
innocent in their nature * 
dangerous in their conſe- 

ences, i. .ibad, Even 
thoſe which — 
ture's impulſe, i. 220. 
Means toc eatth- 
ly attachments, i. 221. 


us, i. ib. Who ſends them Ananias and Saphira, ſad Aitribütes, See Gop. ; 
not to our ruin, i. 121. But inſtances of the little de- Atirition requires forrow ob. 
pendance to be had on the heart, as well as contrizion: 


120, Chriſt drank deeply hopes of future repen- does, i. 150 


for merciful reaſons, i. 


of the cup of affiiions be. 


tance, 11. 30. 


Auarice, deſtroyer of peace 


fore us, 1. 124. This e- Anceſtors, their folly ſhould.. and . i. 133. 
nough to ſoften them to be a leſſon to us, 1. 172. 


ing 
plaints of them to be made 
only at the foot of his 


Our com- Angels leſs capable than men 


ot comforting Jeſus, ii. Ap. 
43- 


Croſs, i. ib. Tis unge- Annas injuſtice with regard 


nerous in Chriſtians to 
wantexemptionfrom them, 
i. 126. They are pregnant 
with future felicity, 1. 15. 
Sureſt comfort in a icti- 
ons, i. 127. Why afflictions 


to Jeſus, ii. Ap. 47. In- 
ene . of PL 
at his tribunal, ibid. A 
wicked inſtance of the un- 
pious tyranny of wicked 
maſters, ibid. 


are like a potter's furnace, Apoſtles muſt prove their 


i. 13. See Croſſes, Sor- 


rows, Tribulations. 


God's equitablepuniſhment Afterwards, adeceitfuldan- 


of his rebellion, i. 39. 


gerous word, 1. 170. 


Adonijah's puſillanimity, not Age, old-age no fit time to 


miſſion, ii. 54. Chriſt in 

his capture abandon'd by 

all Hi, ii. Ap. 46. Their 

drowſineſs during his ago- 

ny, ii. Ap. 41. 
K. 


AD, the ſorrows of the»: 
Bad compared with 
thofe of the Goal, 1213. ; 
Why flouriſhing oftentimer- 
in this life, i. — Thu 
joys unhappy ſymptoms of -- 
Tekin future Fdlels ſad- 
neſs, i. — 3 Catho- - 
lics worſe t eretics, i. 
85. Nay more inconſiſ 
tent than Infidels, ih 
tolerated _ 45, = 
the Almighty, 1.29. by 
are the ſtuff of whictr he- - 
retics ate made, ii. 16& KA 


2 bad man, @ 
Their bad divine, a ry 


ad phy ſician, and a bad 
ſcholar, generally known, 
and by what ſymptom, ii. 
Ap. VII. 

Balthaſſar, his idle uſe of 
Daniels prediction, i. 109. 
He is a proof that the 
world cannot give peace, 
i. 200. 


DBaptiſin without a chriſtian 


life, not ſufficient in Chriſ- 
tians to anſwer the expec- 
tations of God, i. 1 10. 
St. Barlaam, martyr, a rare 
example of chriſtian con- 
ſtahcy, i. 179. 


_ -Baſhan's bitter remorſe for 


the fratricide of Geta, i. 
139. A reproach to Chriſ- 


Vans in their little concern 


- For the death of Chriſt, i. 
ibid. 
Beauty, the greateſt of fe- 


General 


CORES 


ſo, i. 179. Peril of their Qualities of it, ii. 106. It 


iving teſlimony againſt. 
bil, i. 227. By ſcandal 


to weak brethren, i. ibid. 


Much more to thoſe out of 
the Church, i. 228. The 
being Catholics a neceſſary 
condition towards receiy- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, i. 231. 
Irreyerence of Catholics in 
Churches worſe than the 
impiety of Heretics and In- 
fidels in deſtroying them, 


ii. 66. A of Ca- 


tholics in their relative a- 
doration of the Croſs on 
Good-Friday, ii. Ap. 64. 
Catholics without excuſe, 
if not predeſtin'd to glory, 
i. 96. Their general cor- 
ruption owing to their 
communication with He- 
retics, i. 84. F 


male beauties, what at beſt Chains of Jeſu: robb'd him 


L 29. ; 

Believing God what? ii. 89. 

Believing in God, what? ib. 
Aae 


Alx, inftance of God's 
"YA vengeance, i. 37.—i. 


140. ; | 

. Catphas, his hypocriſy, ii. 
Ap. 47. Baſeneſs in ſuf- 
fering Jeſus to be inſulted 
at his tribunal, ii. Ap. ib. 
A proof that the — 
of maſters generally ap- 


pears in their domeſtics, ii. 
| mities pay no regard to 
mp or ſplendor, i. 46. 
.Catvary, the place pitch'd 
upon for the facrifice of 
* Haacand the crucifixion of 
eſus, ii. Ap. 59. Adam 
ſaid to be buried there, ii. 
Ap. ibid.  Teſus there re- 
preſented in a kind of amo- 
rous dialogue with his eter- 
nal Father, ii. Ap. ibid. 
Caluin, broacher of the blaſ- 
__ of inamiſlible grace, 


Ii. 1 F 
ee 
are the luxurious, ii. 11. 
Carloftadius, fir ſt prieſt pub- 

ticly married, ii. 138. 
Catbelics particularly bound 
to give teſtimony of Chriſt 
in an edifying lite, i. 226, 
227. Advantage of their 

doing ſo, j _ Illuſion 
and lere judgment of 
ſuch of them as do not do 


of a twofold liberty, ii. 
Ap. 46. Thoſe chains 
to be adored by us, and 
why? ii. Ap. 46. 


Charity, or the love of God 


above all things. See Lowe 
of God. Fraternal charity 
an equal precept with that 
of the love of God, ii. 103. 
Impoſſible to love God 
without a great degree of 
it, ii. iv. [Reaſon and grace 
neceſſary to both, 11. 15. 
Fraternal charity neceſſa- 
ry to ſalvation, ii. ibid. 
It is the only means we 
have of being grateful to 
God, ii. 110,114. Tender- 
neſs of God's charity to 
us, as his creatures, ii.110. 
As his friends, i. 111. Muſt 
be return'd by us with like 


- tenderneſs to our neigh- 


bours who are all mankind 
ii. 110, 111, 112. With- 
out regard to their perſonal 
qualities, ii. 16. Charity 
muſt be had and practiſed 
even towards Heretics, i. 
228. Fraternal charity is 
the accompliſhment of the 
Law, ii. 104. The band of 
ap" ii. 15. Ratified 

y Chriſt as his own and 
favorit precept, ibid. Re- 
quired as the proof of our 
Chriſtianity, ii. 5. The 


want of it makes us chil- 


dren of the Devil, ii. 105. 


- 


muſt be practiſed after 
Chriſt's example, ii. 18. It 
muſt be free from excep- 


laborious part of them, ii- 
58 to 59. In the ſen- 
ſual, ii. ibid. In the ambi- 
tious, ii. ibid. See World. 


tions of perſons, and con- Chrift, an example to us of 


ſtant as his, 1i. 107. 
'That of modern Chriſtians 
no charity at all, ii. ibid. 
Without perfe& charity 
for our neighbours, we are 
mental murderers, ii. 105. 
Charity to be a chriſtian 
virtue muſt be active, ii. 
ib. To be perfect, it muſt 
extendto enemies asChriſt's 
did, ii. 107. With ever: ſo 
much love of our neigh- 
bour we cannot fufill the 
precept of fraternal chari- 
ty unleſs the love of God be 
our motive, ii. 103, 105. See 
Forgiveneſs, Mercy. Cha- 
rity a divine virtue, 11. 
89. Divine charity what? 
ii. ibid, . It teaches us 
to give God thepreference 
to all things, ibid. It is re- 
quired by the firſt com- 
mandment, ii. ibid. Fre- 
quent inward acts of it ve- 
ry uſeful towards enabling 
us to fulfill the firſt com- 
mandment, ii. 92. See 
God, Love of God. 


Child, The Church weeps 


overevyeryChriſtianin mor- 
tal ſin as over the death of 
of an only child, ii. 95. 


Children en as bleſ- 


ſings to the marriage ſtate, 
i. 96. Married perſons 
may not lawfully refuſe or 
fear the having children, 
ibid. Parents and other ſu- 
periors often ſcourgeChriſt 
in the faults of Children 
under their care, ii. Ap. 
49, 50. The three chil- 


dren in the furnace pre- 


ſerved unhurt by their fili- 
al confidence in God, 11. 
50. Children of the world 
who? 11.45. "Their ſhame- 
ful induſtry, ii. 57. In- 
ſtanced in the wicked 
ſteward, ii. ib. They are 
more conſiſtent however 
than the children of light, 
ii. ibid. Children of light, 
who? ii. 56. Their ſhame- 
ful indolence, ii. 57. Fol- 
ly andevil conſequences of 
miſmanaged induſtry inthe 


ſelt-knowledge, i. 26. Our 
example in the uſe we 
ought to make of life, i. 
$3: More admirable in his 

umility than even in his 
miracles, ii. 39- He is a 
ſpouſe of bleed to our ſouls, 
li. Ap. 53. Ready to act 
the parent to all who will 


act the part of his children 


ii. Ap. 65. He is ſet to 
the reſurrection of many, 
and whom? i. 33. To the 
ruin of many, and whom? 
i. 34. Chriſt's whole life 
full of miraculous proofs 
of his divine power, ji. 
132. In what ſenſe he is 
the firſt-born of every crea- 
ture, ii. Ap. 24. He per- 
fectly merited without li- 
berty to ſin, ii. Ap. 4. He 
came to reſtore mankind; 
but not by forcing their 
free-will, ii. Ap. 24- 
what ſenſe he is ſaid in the 
acts to have come to re/tore 
all things, ii. Ap. 22. He 
aſk d not of his Eternal Fa- 
ther the removal of his 
paſſion abſolutely nor with 
efficacy of will, ii. Ap. 
65. But he now ear- 
neſtly requires it of Chriſ- 
tians, ii. Ap. 44. He had 
in his ſacred heart a ſupe- 
rior and an inferior part as 
we have, ii. Ap. 40. He 
made uſe of both to en- 
hance his ſufferings for us, 
ibid. He preferr'd his mer- 
cy to all his other works, 
. 18. He fled more from 
the favours than from the 
frowns of the world, i. 154- 
He can do no more than 
he has done to ſave us, 11. 
Ap. 64. - He was extreme- 
by lager for our ſakes to 
carry his Croſs, 1. Ap: 
56. Ready to ſuffer on it 
for us, ii. Ap. CO to 62. 
Since his death he com- 
mends himſelf into our 
hands, as once into thoſe 
of his Father, 11. Ap.64.A- 
poſtrophe to Chriſt on rr 
Croſs, ii. Ap. ibid. 2 


% 928 a wo re 


— 


pains \ 


in ptactice ſhew'd us that 
humility requires no inver- 
ſion of due ſubordination, 
ii. 76. The teſtimony we 
are bound to give of Chriſt 
in the ſanctity of an edify- 
ing life, i. 225. Our duty 
and advantages to give that 
teſtimony of him, i. 226. 
The dangerous conſequen- 
ces of giving teſtimony a- 
gainſt him by ſcandal, 1. 
228. In what ſenſe St. Paul 
ſays: All ball be made a- 
live in Chriſt, ii. Ap. 22, 
23, 24. In what ſenſe A 
things were made for him, 
ii. Ap. 24. In what ſenſe 
if (He) the fruit be holy, 
the lump alſo is holy, ii. Ap. 
ib. In Chriſt there are two 
natures, i. 53. Contradic- 
tion of Chriſt big with de- 
ſtruction to our temporal 
felicity, i. 35 to 40. And 
even to our eternal happi- 
neſs, i. 40. Chriſt wills 
all to be ſaved, i. 33. Ruin 
of the contradictors of 
Chriſt the ſoleeffeQ of their 
own malice, i. ibid. Con- 
tradition to Chriſt often 
3 him to draw his 

aith from a land, i. 40. 
Folly and perverſity of it, 
i. 34. the worſt of curſes 
the want of love for Chriſt, 


ii. Ap. 65. Petition of 
pardon to crucified Chriſt, 
li. * 64. See Church, 
God, Paſſion. 


Chriſtianity. Fraternal cha- 
rity inſiſted on by Chriſt as 
an eſſential proof of it in 
us, ii. 105. 

Chriſtians. In what their 
juſtice muſt excell that of 
Phariſees, 11.40. Our be- 
ng Chriſtians a neceſſary 
diſpoſition towards receiy- 
ing ns They Ghoſt, i. 
231. e may be perfect 
Chriſtians — palfthe 
pains we take to be but very 
umperfect ones, ii. 60 to 
61. Humble Chriſtians 
cannot well be damn'd, ii. 

77- Chriſtians bound to 

* honour Chriſt crucified in 

alife of croſſes, ii; 98. All 

call'd in order to be cho- 
len, ii. 115. Their whole 
lite is one continued croſs, 


Church of Chri 


General 
i. 31, 213. Not their be- 


inning but their end will 
be enquired into by Chriſt 
their judge, i. 181. The 
ſins of modern Chriſtians 
cry-out for vengeance, 1. 
37. Like thoſe of Cain, 
i. 140. Shameful negleQ of 
the Word of God in modern 
Chriſtians, y. 35. The 
ews a reproach to them 
in this particular, ii. ibid. 
Why they are ſooner tired 
ofa ſermon than a play, i. 
. Their criminal ne- 
glect of Chriſt in the — 
ſacrament, ii. 132. * 
often aſk advice of their 
paſtors with ſiniſter inten- 
tions, ii. 78. Their un- 
teful repugnance to lov- 
ing God above all things, 
ii. 78. They often prefer 
Barabbas to Chriſt in their 
affections, ii. Ap. 49. 
FewChriſtians truly diſpoſ- 
ed to heal the — of 
Jeſus, ii. Ap. 54. How 
every Chriſtian may ſtill 
heal them, ii. Ap. 51, 
54. Chriſtians — 
to croſſes, how oppoſit to 
Chriſt's eagerneſs to ſuffer 
for them, ii. Ap. 59. The 
ſouls of many of them like 
abandon'd FJeruſalem, ii. 
Ap. 57. Too many Chriſ- 
tians as guilty as the Je- 
of crying out againſtChriſt, 
cruciſy bim, ii. Ap. 55. 
How Chriſtians may ſanc- 
tify that impious exclama- 
tion of the Jews: Let bi. 
blood, &c. ii. Ap. 55. 
little and 
lowly in it's origin, 1. 89. 
ii. 1 — — 2 A 
muſtard-plant, i. 89. It's 
reſent greatneſs, i. 90. 
wlineſs & ſeeming fool- 
iſhneſs of its doQrins, i. 


89. Contemptible mean- - 


neſs of its firſt planters in 
the eye of the world, i. 
ibid. Solidity of its doc- 
trins, i. 91. Fruitfulneſs 
of them, i. ibid. Safety of 


its members, i. ibid. Care 
of the Church to ſupply 
worldlings with the light 


of the Goſpel, i. 43. 


Churches. On the reverence 


due to churches and all 


IND 


Irre- 
verence to them a breach 
of good manners, ii. 63. 
Shameful ingratitude, 11. 


holy places, ii. 62. 


64. A kindof groſs infi- 
delity, ii. 66. Anger of 


Chriit againſt prophaners 


of his churches, ii. 62. 
Juſtice of that anger, ii. 
ibid. Shameful irreveren- 
ces of modern Chriſtians in 
ſuch holy places, ii. 65, 
67. Irreverence to chur- 
ches, cauſe of many curſes 
in this land, ii. ibid. This 
ſhould be a caution to us 
all for the time to come, 
ibid. Prophaners of God's 
churches threaten'd by him 
with ſevere judgments, ii. 
ibid. Puniſh'd by God with 


eternal vengeance, ii. ibid. 


And even with temporal 


judgments, ii. ibid. Ter- 
tullian's reproof of the In- 
fidels who — irreve- 
rently in their temples now 
applicable to Chriſtians, ii. 
66. Gaudineſs of dreſs 
improper for chriſtian wo- 
men in church, ii. 65. 
St. John Chryſoffom's re- 
proof of a lady going to 
church in a gaudy dreſs, 
ii. ibid. Reſpectful decen- 
cy to be uſed in churches, 
inſtanced in Abraham, ii. 
63. St. Peter's church at 
Rome defended from irre- 
verence, by Alaric a Bar- 
barian commander, ii. 
64. 

Cockle, emblem 
ed, i. 83, 88. Why ſuf- 
fer'd to grow-up with the 
corn, i. ibid. Mercena 

rieſts are cockle, i. 84. 
— hypocrits, i. ibid. 

Commandments of God, are 
the ſame as enjoin'd by the 
law of nature, ii. 84. 
The Nature of them, ii. 
83. Communicated in 
three manners, ii. 
God's diſintereſtedneſs in 
them, ii. ibid. The pri- 
vate intereſt of each of us 
immediately and greatly 
concern'd in our obſery- 
ing them, ii. 84 to 85. 
They are binding to us 
becauſe given to us by our 
common Creator, ii. 85, 


by our infinit Bene factor 
ii. 85. Oureternal wel- 
fare nds on obeyi 
them, it. ibid. Reſolution 
one means to obſerve them 
it. 86. Prayer, another, 
ii. ibid. Study of them, an- 
other, ib. Another, the 
being convinced that th 
are not impoſſible to be 
kept, as Proteſtants blaſ- 
pheme, ii. 86. Nor even 
— ii. ibid. The 
eans of obſerving them 
are in our own reach, ii. 
ibid. The breach of them 
is ſubject to eternal ven- 
geance, ii. 87. Firſt com- 
mandment enjoins us to 
refer God to all things, 
11. 88. Not doing ſo is 
having ſtrange gods before 
him, ii. 11. The obſer- 
vance of the f command 
ment neceſſary to ſalvati- 
on, ii. 88. The good we 
are commanded by it, ji. 
ib. It obliges us to the 
three theological virtues, 
and to the virtue of reli- 
ion, it. 89. What 
this commandment forbids, 
ii. go. Praying to faints, 
and praying before and ho- 
nouring images, pictures or 
relics, not againſt the firf 
commandment, ii. 91, 
Frequent internal acts of 
faith,' hope and charity, 
uſeful means towardskeep- 
ing the fr ff commandment 
- 92. 


ii. 9 
of the wick- Communion, On frequent 


communion, ii. 132. The 
woman who was cured by 
touching thehem ofChriſtꝰs 
rmenta reproach toſuch 
Chriſtians as neglect fre- 
uent communion, ii. 132. 
aith in Chriſt ſacrament- 
ed of little uſe to ſuch as 
negle& to receive him of- 
ten, ii. 133. To receive 
ſometimes is eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary for all Chriſtians, 
ii. ibid. The plea of un- 
worthineſ no ſufficient 
excuſe for negleQing fre- 
uent communion, ii. 134. 
The molt perſect ſtand in 


need of it, ii. ibid. And 


much more the weak and 
frail, ii. bi. It is 
u 


fyl to converts aſter peni- 
tent confeſſions; towards 
acquiring virtues and per- 
ſevering in grace; ii. 134. 
Means to. receive worthuly, 
ji. 28—i 135. Great ad- 
vantages af frequent fer- 
vent communion, ii. 135. 
Motives inducive to it, ii. 
135. Shameful neglect of 
Chriſtians in this particu- 
lar, ii. 22, 23. Such ne- 
glect criminal, ii. 24. And 
extremely inconſiſtent, ii. 
133. Cauſes of it illegiti- 
mate, ii. 25. Excuſes fot 
it fooliſh, ii. 26 to 28. 
Conſequences of it terri- 
ble, ii. 27, 28. Puniſh- 
ment of unworthy commu- 
nions, eternal miſery, ii. 
135. | 
Complacency, very condu- 
cive to the advancement of 
human ſociety, i. 20. 'To 
be acquired only by the 
knowledge of our ſelves, ib. 
Confeſſion is a judiciary trial 
to ſupply in the the ſecret 
tribunal of the Church the 
place of God's juſtice, i. 
147. The many ways a 
Chriſtian may be poſſeſt 
with a dumb devil in con- 
feſſion, i. 141. Abuſes com- 
mitted in confeſſion, i. 
142. Unreaſonableneſs of 
them, i. ib. Infolent ſa- 
crilege of thoſe wha cover 
their own. ſins, or expoſe 
thoſe of others in confeſ- 
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* and uſefal, i. 
97: The Dumb crying- 
out too often made uſe of 
in confeſſion, what? i. 
145, Falſe ſhame in confeſ- 
feflion tends to uniyerſal 
confuſion at the. laſt day, 
i. 142 to 144 The con- 
cealment of one mortal ſin 
in confeſſion renders the 


whole null and ſactilegious ii. 50— ii. 255 
unpoſſible for the faith 


i. 142. The devil often 
ſends ſinners to the con- 
feſſional, and why? ibid. 
Circumſtances muſt becon- 
feſt when aggravating, ib. 
144. And ſo muſt fins 
of public ſtation as well as 
private ſins of a perſonal 
nature, ibid. Confeſſion 
not a bar of defamation of. 
others but of ſelf-accuſa- 
tion, 1. 145. And therefore 
to expoſe the faults of o- 
thers to a confeſſor even 
under ſecrecy of conteſſion, 
or reveal the name of our 
accomplices, even tho! in- 
diſcreetly aſk'd is criminal, 
ibid. The art of making 
a good confeſſion learnt by 
the Emperor Charles the 


Fifth, i. 144 Some cir- 


cumſtances which ought 
to be confeſt, i. 145. Some 

vious preparations in- 
Apenlablf neceſſary to a 


= confeſſion, i. 147. 
tal confeſſions good 


to repair particular back or 
imperfect ones, r 153. 


fion, i. 142, 144. Folly of Confeſſors, cannot be of ſer- 


falſe ſhame at confeſlion, 
i, 142. It maybe.calld the 
devil's reſtitution, i. ib. 
Remarkable viſion of a fa- 
ther of the deſert touching 
this, ibid. The tribunal of 
confeſſion not ſevere like 
the bars of civil juſtice, but 
full of lenity and diſcre- 
tion, i. 142, 
ſoning of ſinners in time of 
temptation with regard to 
contelion, i 143. Is often 
found to be a rank illufion 
of Satan, once they have 
yielded to the tenptor, i. 
16. The confuſion which 
the true itent ſubmits 
to at CO! — 2 ſecu- 
mnty againit that ot A gene- 
ral judgment, ibid. It is 


vice to their penitents with- 
out theis joint aſſiſtance, 
i. ibid; Advice to them, 


i. ibid. An Abſolution of 


theirs pronounced with le- 
vity, may damn both con- 
feſſor and penitent, i. ibid. 
Noble freedom of Charles 
the fithis confeſſor, i. 144. 


dence in feeding 4000 per- 


ſons: with 7 loaves and a 


few little fiſhes,: ii. 45. 
- ilial . — — ) 
overeignly reafonable, ut. 
- Even 1 
diſpoſed to repent have 
reaſon for this eonfulence, 
1,47; Much more the 
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lutely nece in all, ii. 
ibid. The neglect of it is 
tempting God, ii. 48. 
Conditions requiſit to make 
our confidence reaſonable, 
ii. ib. Advantages of fi- 
lial confidence in God, ii. 
50—ii, 95. Such a confi- 
dence capable of drawing 
down miracles from God, 
Nothi 


a truly confident Chriſ- 
tian to obtain, ii. 50, 95. 
Our greateſt confidence 
falls infinitly ſhort of God's 
goodneſs, it. 97. We can 
never be ſituated in our 
miſeries at ſuch a diſtance 
from relief, as not to have 
reaſon to place a filial con- 


fidence in God and expect 


his ſuccour, ii. 9g. Our 
Truſt in him ſhould ſurxive 
even death, it. 97, With» 
drawing our confidence 
from God is diſcharging 
him of the care of our re- 
dreſs, ii. 95. Safety of con- 
fiding in and relying on 
God preferably to his crea- 
tures, ii. 90. The illu- 
ſion of rely ing on any _ 

referably to God, ibid. 

ilial confidence a means 
of receiving the Holy Gboſt 
and his comforts, i. 232. 
See- Chriſt, God, Hope, Pro- 
vidence. 


| Conſcience. See Examen. 


Conflancy, of Chriſt on his 
Croſs, i. 185. Conſtancy 
of his ſaints in good, i. 
178, 185. Glorious fruits 
of it, i. 189. Our con- 
ſtancy how attack'd, i. 
188. Conſtancy of the 
wicked a reproach to us, 
i. 180. See Inconſtancy. 

Conſtantinople, ſubverted by 
its contradiction of Chriſt, 


Falſe rea Confidence, in God urged i. 40. 


from his miraculous provi- Contempt of che worldtan t 


us by the Spouſe of 
Canticles, ii 51. The beſt 
and ſureſt way to-baffle its 


God infolent treatment is to 


trample on it with ſcorn as 


if ſhe did, i. ibid} Too great 


contempt of an enemy dan- 

gerous, . i. 157. 
Contrition, without hatred 

to fin, an inconſiſtency, i. 


152. Contrition of two” 
ſorts,. i. 150. Both con- 
trition and attrĩtion require 
a ſorrow of heart; ib. The 
effects of ſuch a ſorrow, i. 
7—i. 174. It is neceſſa- 
ry to a good confeſſion, i. 
147. Defects of contrition 
in the facrament of pen- 
ance, #5. 149. True con- 
trition never moves a 
nitent to palliate his own 
ſins or expoſe thoſe of his 
neighbour or accomplice, 
i. 151. Fickleneſs in good 
purpoſes: a proof of our 
contrition not having been 
from our heart nor ſincere, 
i. 152. 

Care. See Abirom. 

Court. What Teſts got at 
the court of Pilate, 11. Ap. 
55. What at that of He- 
rod, ii. Ap. 48. Innocence 
py 0s at-courts, ib. 

hat they are to exp 
_ 1 — 
run after the great of the 
world. Ap. 56. 

Covetous petions like am- 
phibiouscreaturesbetween 
a bird and an in{eR, i. 92. 

Croſs, on #life of croſſes, ii. 
97. It is one of the princi- 
pal means we have of ex- 
prefling our gratitude to 
Chriſt, ii. 98. Chriſt ſer 
us an enunent example 
how to bear every crols, 
ui. 98. to 100. It is our in- 
tereſt to have a life of 
eroſſes and bear with it, 
ii. 100. All human croſſes 
reducible to three forts, ii. 

8. Thoſe which come- 
immediately from God, or 
by his petmiſſion and pto- 
vidence, from his crea- 
ture, ate more meritorious 


than others of our own 


chuſing, and why ? i. 1 - 
ii. 100. Croſſes a deſirable 
00d, i. 118. The Croſs of 
hriſt muſt ſoften all our 
croſſes, i. 125. It Was 
the portable throne of 
his mercy, ii. Ap. 38. 
Why the Church honours 


the Croſs with feſtival ſo- 
lemnity. Andexpoſes it to 

ublic view, ii. 97. M.. 
2 expoſes it on Good-Fri- 
day to extraordinary bo- 
| mage, 
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mage, ii. Ap. 64. Mean- 


ing of Catholics in relative- 


N 
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D. ſin, ii. Ap. 23. True mean- 
MN'd, God is ſtrict- ing of that text, Oh death ! 


ly adoring the Croſs and ly merciful in puniſh- 


kneeling to it on Good-Fri- 
day, ii. Ap. ibid. Our ſins 
nail d Jeſus to his Cr. it. Ap. 
tiſt's eagerneſs to 
hisCroſs,why ? ii. Ap. 
56. Why he prefer'd it 
to earthly ſcepters, it. 98. 
The readineſs of Jeſus to 
ſutfer and die on his crofs 
for us, 11. 2 60 to 62. 
Salutation of the Cr. ii. Ap. 
64. See Aflidians, Chriſt 
Paſſion, Sorrows, Tribula- 
Crecifs er'd on Paſhi 
rucifix cover'd on Paſſion- 
Sunday, and why? i. 171. 
Meaning of Catholics in 
the external warthip paid 
by them to the Crucifix on 


ing them with eternal tor- 
ments, ii. Ap. 8, 25, ever 
never, everlaſting, eternal, 
and the le = to be 
taken always for an unli- 
mited endleſs duration, 
when applied to the miſe- 
ries of the damn'd, ii. Ap. 
At, and 5 to 6. The N 
tenderneſs of the wicked 
with regard to the damn'd, 
a cruelty with regard to 
God, ii. Ap. 10, 26. All the 
as ety and texts al- 
ged by the ſticklers a- 
gainſt the eternal torments 
of the damn'd, juſtify God's 
juſtice and mercy in them 
and render the damn'd ex- 
cuſeleſs, ii. Ap. 26. 


Canſider'd merely as a Daniel, an inſtance of the 


ven image, it would de- 
— rather being ſpit and 
trampled on than adored, 
i. 140. Not the matter a 
crucifix is made of, but 
what it repreſents is the 
object of Catholic worthip 


of fi- 
ii. 


advantage and ſafe 
lial confidenee in 


where is thy ing? ii. A 

ih. Tempera 2 3 
after the general judg- 
ment, it. Ap. ib. Fears of 
death are natural, i. 190. 
Avexſion to it not to be to- 
tally conquer d in this life, 
i. ibid. The death of o- 
thers ſhould alarm us into 
vigilance for ourſelves, ii. 
119. Means to ſoften our 
terrors of it, i. 195. Death 
deſtroys but cannot anni- 
hilate us, i. 191. Nothing 
more certain than death, 
ii. 30: It is an enemy of 
God, ii. Ap. 23. Sinners 
take part with death, ii. 
129. Their death ſhall not 


ceaſe with this life, ii. Ap. 


23. None exempt from 
praying for the dead, i. 18. 

o time is loſt to ourſelves 
in praying for them, i. 19, 


90. The revenge of Da- Debt, running into it be- 


niePs enemies againſt him 
turn'd upon their ownheads 
by God's juſt judgments, 


ii. 125. 


ibid. —— the me» Dathan. See Abiramn. 


mary of C 
does nat effeR, will nat ve- 
4. —— de maved at 
t _ of a crucifix, ii. 
p. 63. See Images. 
Curiofity, a very improper 
diſpoſit iontowards hearin 
the word of God, wit 
fruit, i. 105 to 108— 
ii. JO ———1 Ap. 69. 
Vicious curioſity of many 
Chriſtians in hearing the 
word of God, i. 105, 
105. —ii. 36, It is one 
cauſe of bad preachers and 
fruitleſs diſcourſes, i. 106. 
Preachers who ſtudy to in- 
ay the impertinent cu- 
ty of ſuch hearers, are 
like the labourers in Noah's 
atk, i. 104. Nay, like V. 
re dancing to his own lyre, 
at the fight of burviag 


ilt's crucifixion David, from a great ſinger 


became an eminent faint by 
the ſtudy of ſeli-knowledge 
i. 26. But not till ke had 


learnt to *pply the word of 


God to himfelf, ii. 


3 
He is a practical proof of 


the danger of worldly 

raiſe to us, even in this 
ife, i. 134. And how de- 
ſtructive to our peace are 
all ſenſual —— i 
132. His good-willaccept- 
ed inſtead of deeds, on ac- 
count of his pure intention 
il. 37. His ſeeming cha- 

uniſh'd by God, by rea- 
on of his 9 intention 
ii. 71. is repentance 
not rejected, likes that of 
Judas, becauſe his inten- 
tion was right, li. ibid. 


Rome, i. 106. Sce Word of Deathis the work of Satan's 


Gad. 
rut ambition overtaken 
by a juſt and ſevere judg- 


ment, i. 173. T 
plied 
iſt, 3. ibid. 


„ü. Ap. 6, 23- 

The paſſage Second death; a re 

to the Facban of of both from God, 15. A 
1 


Firft death, 
the foul from 


envy, ii. 12 


rity to Urias rejected and Debtor, 


yond poſſibility of payment 
to the detriment of a neigh- 
bour, is one way of ſcourg- 
ing Chriſt over again, 11. 
Ap. 52. The punctual diſ- 
charge 
utmoſt of a perſon's pow- 
er, and as ſoon as able, is 
one effectual way of heal- 


heart to free Jeſus in the 
perſon of an inſolvent deb- 
tor, ii. Ap. 49. 


Delays of giving ourſelves 


to God a ſovereign irgra- 
titude, i. 161, 1 Like 
that of 7 eb's brethren, 
i. ibid. This delay too of- 
ten carried to death and 
beyond it, i. 161. It is 

reach'd againſt now o- 

ays to very little purpoſe, 
ibid. It is attended with 
horrid confuſion in old-age, 
i. 165. It is cagye of ve- 
ry grievous anguiſh at the 
bour of * i. 164. 
Delaying our repentance is 
being very unnatural to 
ourſelves, ibid. It is 
2 groſs incivility to the Al- 
mighty, i. 164. And ſuch 
a one as we ſhould reſent 
from a fellow-inſeQ, i. 
2 Delay of converſion 
a ſtupid exceſs of folly and 
raſhneſs, i. 168. lay 
of recurring to God in the 
beginning of ſickneſs very 
fookiſh and hazardous, ut, 
122 to 123. See Dilatory 


Life. 
of juſt debts to the x e ſent upon the earth 


for leſſer crimes than thoſe 
of our age and nation, i, 
38 


ing the wounds of eſus, r of ourſelves neceſſa- 


ii. Ap. 54. They who are 
able of unwilling to pay 
their juſt debts, may be 
lawfull compell'd ii. Ap. 
8, EG ially if they are 
inexorable to their inſfol- 
vent debtors, ibid. In both 
caſes our compulſion of 
them is irreproachable juſ- 
tice, but mercy. is out of 
the caſe, ibid. 

God's infinit mercy 
to us his inſolvent debtors, 
ii. 124. It 


is on condition fe 


to make us diſciples of 
hriſt, ©. 101. Chiif- 
tian ſelf-denial requires us 
to renounce not only ex- 
ternal enjoyments but all 
the ties of blood and na- 
rure which binder our ap- 
zroaches to God, ii. 46 
Nay, and to renounce Qur- 
e 
tho diſticult, not leſs obſi- 
tory for being ſo, ibi 
leans to attam to 2 PEL- 
& ſelf-denial, ii. i6. 


of aus l with Deſpair forbidden by the 


ours, i s leverity to 


furtt e acment, il. 90. 
ſuch as are inezarable ta Detradion a freſh flagella- 
inſolvent debtors, ib. tion of Chriſt. ii. Ap. 52. 


God iofinitly juſt in both, 


i. 12—fl. 127. Ap. 33. 


Abſtaining from it one 
means = heal-up all bis 


And merciful too, i. 12-— wounds, i. Ap: 54- 
_ 8. Devil, Sinners take 


i » 12 and A re 
Tendereſs to inſolvent with him, % The 


2b yay to heal 
debtors a way to 8 


fate of eternal painful life, ſus, ii. 13): Like Filate, 
ii. Ap. 6. Sting of death is few Chriſtians have the 


citable | 
nay gw devil, ii. 105. 


1 t. 


would be converted by the 
fight of a crucifix, ii. Ap. 

Chriſtians who are 
not affected by the Paſſion 
of Chriſt, worſe than devils, a 
ii. Ap. 63. The devil very Doubts of fait 


buſy to make us pervert 
our calling, be it ever ſo 
facred, i. 74. God per- 
mits him to haraſs us for 
our trial, ibid; but it is 
our own fault if he hurts 
us, i. 74, 84. The de- 
vil robs men of their ſhame 
before finning, that they 
may offend, i. 142. The 
devil has his ſaints, ii. 


44. | | 
Dilatory, are like the wife 
of Lot, i. 168. They have 
t reaſon to fear being 
rejected by God hereafter, 
* they ſnall be willing 
to turn to him, i. 166. So 
the devil can but have the 
Now of the dilatory, he 
fears not their Bye-and- 
byes, i. 168. Reaſons why 
uth ought not to be di- 
| — in giving themſelves 
up to God, i. 169. See 
Delays, Life. 

St. Dioſcorus, martyr, a glo- 
rious example of chaſtity, 
conſtancy, fortitude and 
contempt of the world, i. 
49 to 50. | 

Diſappointment, of the end 
more painful than the moſt 
painful means which lead 
w it, ii. Ap. 42. See A 

ions. 
ifreſs, in its extremes has 
a commanding majeſty, i. 
126.—11. 94. Ap. 63 2 
rants muſt yield to it, 11. 
p. 63. Inſtance of it in 
the widow'd empreſs of 
Demitian, i. 127. In the 
widow of 2 ii. 94. In 
oſeph, ii. Ap. 63. 
7 ſhould the diſtreſs of 

Fieſus affect us, i. 128. ii. 
Ap. 63. | 

Dockrin of Chriſt not to be 
debited with an air ur ties 
of ſecrecy, ii. 139. And 
therefore ſuch as are de- 
bited thus to be ſuſpected 
of falſhood and ſhunn'd, ii. 
ibid. See Chrift, Paſtors, 
Prophets, Preachers. | 


Domitian's maſſacry, how 
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lamented by his widow'd 
empreſs, i. 127. Her 
conduct applied to the 
Church's ſolemnization of 
our Saviour's 3 128. 

are againſt 
the firſt commandment, ii. 
A ſtate of doubt and 
uſpence of mind deſtruc- 
tive to body and ſpirits, i. 
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one, for an endleſs duration 
ii. Ap. v. See Eternity, 
Hell, _ 


DEN, difference be- 

tween this garden and 
that of Gethſemani, ii. 
Ap. 39. The miſchiefs 
— — in the former, re- 
paired in the latter, ibid. 


14. Analogy betweengdoubt Elders, God's vengeance re- 
taliated on the two wicked Eternity, a certain rule to 


and famine, ibid. Every 
chriſtian is capable of help- 
ing the doubtful to coun- 


i. 17. 


Dreſs is a vice in married citement to chri 


women when carried to 


ones for their perſecution 
of Suſanna, ii. 125. 


Eleazar's —— an in- 


ian fir m- 
neſs and a reproach to in- 


the exceſs of neglecting conſtant Chriſtians, i. 179. 
her family duties by too Election of the juſt allegoriſ- 


great an attention to it, i. 
77. Dreſſing to pleaſe 
others, not lawful, i. 78. 
Total negle& of decent 
dreſs a great indiſcretion 
in married women, ibid. 
A frequent cauſe of their 
unhappineſs in marriage, 
ibid. Not the luſtre of 
dreſs but the vanity of the 
motive is a fault, ii. 71. 
The gayeſt dreſs may be 
not only innocent but me- 
ritorious, if the motive be 
holy, ibid. Gaudineſs of 
dreſs improper for chriſtian 
women to a in at 
Church, ii. 2 $ John 
Chryſoftom's reproof of a 
lady going to . in a 
gaudy dreſs, ii. ibid. Too 
many chriſtianwomen go to 
church merely to ſhew their 

rſon and Teſs, ii. 69. 

oo many ſcourge Chriſt 
over again with the vanity 
of their dreſſes and airs, 
ii. Ap. 52. Moderation 
in dreſs a way to heal Je- 
ſus of his wounds, ii. Ap. 


4 
uch — HEW of hell torments 


muſt be eternal, pts i. 
to vii. and 8 to 27. The 
terms never, ever, ever- 


laſting eternal, why always 


to be taken for an endleſs 


duration when ſpoken of 
thoſe torments, ii. Ap. 21. 
Certain rule whereby to 
know when theſe terms in 
Scripture are to be taken 
in a limited ſenſe, for an 


age, or, in an unlimited 


Entendres, 


ed in the good ſeed, i. 82. 
It muſt oome originally 
from God, i. 87. But then 
it is alſo in our own reach, 
ibid. & ii. 118. Godoffers 
us helps to ſecure our own 
Election, i. 87. Means to 
ſecure it, i. ibid. God 
wills the election of all 
men, ii. 117. Wretched 
folly of riſking our election 
for earthly enjoyments, ii. 
118. See Chrift, Free-will, 
God, Grace, Good, Mercy, 
Predeſtination, Reproba- 


tion. 


St. Elias the prophet, an in- 


ſtance of the miraculous 
efficacy of filial confidence 
in God, ii. 50. 


Enjoyments of this world the 


property of Satan, and 
therefore to be reſtored to 
him, ii. 131. It is moral- 
ly impoſſible to join them 
with peace and innocence, 
i. 133. Fondneſs of preſent 
enjoyments makes us for- 
get the future, i. 135. It is 
very dangerous to be fond 
of them, i. ib. See World, 
Pleaſures. 

Double-enten- 
dres. See Meanings. 


Equals may and ought to 


check their companions, 
when vicious, or faulty, i. 
16. They are very unmer- 
ciful and excuſeleſs who 
do not reprove the faults 
of their equals, i. 131. 
Error, how prepoſterous in 
thoſe who pretend that hell 
mall ſerve. the damn'd as 


an enhancement of their 
final good, ii. Ap. 21. The 
blaſphemous and abſurd 


conſequence of ſuch error, 


ibid. Capital vulgar errors 
of the laity concerning 
their paſtors, i. 203. 


Eſau, a proof of the world's 


being their worſt enem 
whom it flatters moſt, . i. 
46. 


know when thoſe terms in 
Scripture, never, ever, e- 
ternal, everlaſting, and the 
like are to he taken for a 
proper eternity, and when 
for a limited duration, ii. 
5 G. Eternity of 
hell torments proved by 
Scripture, ii. Ap. 9 to 14, 
22, 23, +3 Proved out 
of the Holy Fathers, ii. 
Ap. 13 to 16. Supported 
by reaſon, ii. Ap. ibid. 
17, 25, 27. God ſtrictly 
merciful in the Eternity of 
his rigour to the damn'd, 
ii. Ap. 8, 25. All the ar- 
guments alledged by here- 
tries againſt the proper e- 
ternity of hell torments 
tend only to overthrow the 
divine attributes or man's 
liberty, or both, ii. Ap. ib. 
Allthe texts quoted againſt 
it confirm the belief of it, 
ii. Ap. 26. Both juſtify 
God's mercy and render 
the damn'd excuſeleſs, ib. 
Falſe tenderneſs of the 
wicked with regard to the 
damn'd an attempt of baſe 
cruelty againſt God, ii. 
Ap. 10, 26. Motive of 
the ſticklers 7 the 
roper eternity o tor- 
—— ii. Ap. . Safety 
of believing that eternity, 
ii. Ap. 27. Uſeleſs folly 
of diſbelieving it, 75. Fatal 
vicious conlequences of 
ſuch diſbelief, ii. Ap. i. 


titude of it, Ap. #. 
God's mercy as well as his 
juſtice to be praiſed in the 
eternity of his puniſhments 
no leſs than wr his * 
rewards, ii. Ap. 10. 
is praiſed for it in fact by 
the Bleſſed above, ii. Af. 
10, 18. See Duration, 


Hell, 4 icked. 


Furepe 


> =. ae > a. ea a. WF. 
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Curape, all the calamities ones, i. 38, 49. | 
which it has groan'd under Faith, the moral virtue, 1s 


for ſome ages paſt are the 
effects of 5. impiety 
and contradiction of Chriſt 
and his ſacred doQrins, i. 


7 
Examens of conſcience ne- 
ceſſary to a good confeſ- 


ſion, i. 147. 
ſes in this part of the ſa- 
crament of penance, i. 148. 
Things requiſit to a good 
Examen, 1. 148. Some ex- 
amin with fear of finding 
i. 16. Laban a figure of 
theſe, i. 16. That Chtiſ- 


tians examining themſelves 


to be kept (by Catholics) 
with heretics and infidels, 
i. 228. R 
the impudent calumny o 

Proteſtant divines aſſerting 
the contrary in their pul- 
pits, ibid. | 


trange abu- Faſts enjoin'd by God and 


his Church, ii. 126. The 
principal ones are thoſe of 
the heart, ibid. One faſt 
from revenge will out- 


. —_—— 


Folly of falſe ſhame at 
Confeſſion, i. 142. Delay 
of giving ourſelves to God 
an exceſs of folly, i. 168. 
ii. 31. Eſpecially in the 
beginnings of fickneſs, ii. 
121 to 123. — of haſty 
. 
Uſeleſs folly of calling in 
queſtion the eternity of 
hell torments, ii. Ap. 27. 
Cauſes of that folly in the 
ſticklers againſt that eter- 
nity, ii. Ap. 16, 265. 


weigh all the abſtinences Fool, the fool that ſays in hit 
of e 


hebaid without it, i6. 
All faſts are ufeleſs'to the 
revengeful, ii. ibid. 


heart there is noGod; who ? 
ii. 5 and 55. Spite of 
the corruption of heart; 


find little to confeſs, is not Fear, with what a holy fear which makes ſuch ' wiſh 


often for want of matter, 
i. 149. The true cauſes of 
it, © 20 EE” 
Example, 'Chriſtians bound 
to give good example, i. 
226, 227. Dangerous con- 
ſequences of their giving 
evil example, i. 228. But 
eſpecially to heretics or 
inſidels, i: ibid. See Ca- 
tholics, Chriſtians, Chriſt. 
Ezechias, an inſtance of the 
ſovereign efficacy of hu- 
mility, ii. 2. wet 


AITH, the theological 
virtue, explain'd, ii. 
265. It is required of us 
by God in the firſt com- 
mandment, ii. 88, 89. 
Faith is necefſary to know 
God righely and to confeſs 
him truly, ii. 88. Good 


Catholicsought to proceed 
in, this corrupt nation, i. 
4t. Tnſtance'of holy fear 
in foſeph, i. 137. Fear of 
death a natural paſſion, i. 
190. Means to ſoften, it, i. 
195. The exceſſive tytanny 
of panic fear, ii. Ap. 40. 
Inflatce of it in the ſpies 


there was no God. Their 
convicted minds art forc- 
ed to own his exiſtence, ib. 
Judas in his repentance 
was one of thofe fools, ii. 
Ap. 46. Herod impiouſſy 
treated the virtues of our 
Lord, as the imbecilities 
of a fool, ii. Ap. 48. 


of the Iſraeliees, ii. Ap. Foolhardineſs: of the men of 


ibid. Exceſs of Feſus's fi 

in the garden of Olives, 
ii. Ap. 41. | 
he ſubmitted to the great- 
eſt weakneſs of panic fear, 
ti. Ap. ibid, Falſe fear 
how extremely full of fal- 
lacy, i. 137. How it may 
and ſhould be corrected, i. 
138. Fear of God. See 
Cod. | 


Felicity political, what the 


baſis of it, 1. 36. 


works without faith will Flock of Chriſt, fooliſh in 


not ſuffice to fave us, ii. 


alone be ſufficient to fave 
us without good works, ii. 


the eyes of the world, i. 
83. Neither will faith go 


. Snares they are ex- 
poſed to from the wicked, 
ii. Ap. 70, See Paſtors. 


ibid. Abſurdity of the Follyin the eyes of the world 


abettors of the oppoſit he- 
reſy in preſuming to quote 
St. Paul for their error, ii. 
ibid. The firſt command- 
ment, implicitly forbids all 
doubts of faith, ii. 8c 


Frequent internal aQs of 


faith a uſeful means to- 
wards keeping the firſt 
commandment, ii. 92, 
Contradiftion of C hriſt 
may incenſe him to with- 
draw his faith totally from 
this land, as he already has 
from many other fiaful 


is wiſdom with God, i. 
89. Such was the ſeem- 
ing folly of the Church's 
doctrins, i. 89 to 255 
If we do not proceed 

wiſdom with Chriſt, we 
muſt 'precipitate into foll 

along with the world, 1. 
174. Wiſdom of men is 
folly with God, ii* 158, 
So is that of many labori- 
ous worldlings, it. ibid. ts 
60: Folly of Chriſtians 


in riſking their election for 


earthly enjoyments, ii. 118. 


gina; ii. 109, 124. All 
g 


in- 


this age and country i, 1, 
114. e 


For our fakes Föbliſb ate the excuſes of 


- 


indolent Chriſtians for ap- 
proaching but ſeldom to 
communion, ii. 26 to 27. 


forgive as Chriſt did, re- 
_— good for evil, it- 
1 mportance of our 
imitating him in this, ii. 
124. What our forgiveneſs 
muſt conſiſt in, Il. ibid. 
Negative forgiveneſs not 
ſufficient for a Chriſtian to 
practiſe, it. 108, 125. Nor 
7 the forgiveneſs of phi- 
oſophers, ii. iid. Scorn of 
our enemies, no forgive- 
nefs, but the height of re- 
venge;,ii: 124. Mere pray- 


ing for enemies no proof 
0 


forgiving them, ii. 108. 
— to be a chriſ- 
tian, muſt be cordial' and. 
effectual, ii. 125. To ſhew 
mercy to: the unforgivin 
is inconſiſtent with 
juſtice, 51e All ſacrifces 
of ours are by him poſt- 
poned to our frat for- 
giveneſs, ii. 126. Even 
martyrdom for his ſake is. 
odious to him without it, 
ii.r26. The unforgivingare 
reaſonably and mercifully 
condemn'd, it. 127.” Their 


damnation is what them-- 
ſelves crave in the Lord's 
Prayer, ji. ibid. See Cha- 


rity, Enemies, Mercy. Re- 


Den 


Chriſtians who cultivate af by nature, the more 


not the loye of God, are 
like the fooliſh virgins, ii. 
80. N 
t 


other good works ate fruit- 


leſs. without it, ii. 1 


they are ſo, the more do 


they ſtand in need of a 


frequent applica - 
Boa te the Holy Sacra 
ments, ff. 29898. 


It Frailty is no excuſe for in- 
is neceffary to every Chriſ- conſtancy , i. 178, 180, 


tian, i. 18. Dangers of not 
forgiving, ibid, Mercy of 
Gal in forgiving his of- 
fending ſeryants, ji. 124. 
His goodnefs to us, as his 
enemies, muſt indiſpenſa- 
bly be return'd by us with 
like tenderneſs ' to our 
neighbours, ii. 110, 111. 
112, to all mankind, ii. 
1b. tho they be enemies, 
H. 113, nay untepenting 
ones, ii. 56. nay tho their 
enmity ſhould have been 
ever ſo deſtructive, ii. 114. 
Graciouſneſs of God's ge- 
nerofity in furniſhing us ſo 
eaſy a means of reconcih- 
ation to him, ii. 110, 113, 


114, 126. Chriſtians L uſt 


181. or of neglect- 
ing the divine graces, i. 


180. It ſhould rather make 
us the more fezrtuland vi- 
gilant, i. 187. 

Free- will, a ſecond cauſe of 


our ſalvation, i. 96. God 


197 it to all men, that 


may be choſen to glo- 
1 15 And back it 
to that end with ſuſicient 
grace given them, to ſe- 
cure their election, ii. 131. 
Yet he never forces our 


free-will, - i. 95—1i. 117. 


He who made man with- 
out man, will not ſave man 
without man, ii. 131. 
God's goodneſs in making 
man er free to 

good 


4 


E ii. Ap. 18. 
an 's freedom to both im- th 


Py d no efſential. weakne's 
ii. Ap. 19. Adam's 7 


deviating from good the 
cauſe af our general origi- 
nal c 00 ii. Ap. 20. 


1 inverts nat 


— things nor 
conſequently 2 8 
Man's free-will, ii. 


20, 21, 22, 23 2 

As ell diedi se b 1 2 

abuſe of in 
made alive 10 


muſt be, 

Gr br l Tight 1 
23+, 24- "Chriſt « Came 
t-to veſtote all thi, 7 

15 man's free: 

22 1 Fg: 22 

c ut 25 


2 Gentiles is improved 
finful Chriſtians in their 


unn Ap. 


Get, lane by bis, un- 
is a r6- 
proac * our unnatural 


in not lamenting us 


the Mo. of Jeſus, 


Ca e en choſen by 
Lord for t 


tis agony, i. Ap. 
Difference Ro oy. 


dom riſed in the king. 
vba (according to St. Luke) 


2 4 great 4 ani 


mam, li. 23. 
| 3 Chriſt to ſuffer in 
order to enter into his own 


. i. 126, 214. ii. 100. 


who will ſhare in his 
glory mult ſhare in his ſuf- 
ings, TH 100,103,Freſent f 


ny s bear no prop! 


the future. 


place of 


Ge e 


Cencral 
promiſed to ſuch as bear 


em patiently, i. 116 — 
i. 215. Foundation of fu- 
155 glory is preſent Wanne 


Gr Abe is : Gad,. i 


2. And but one, H. 5. 
thtee perſons,, i . 6, Cie 
ated, minds cannot com- 
eat i e what 
155 uh God's nature 
ended only in a ne- 
— wanngt, l. 5. 
exiſtence. may be and 


proxed.a pefteriorh by ol 
. 


0 N yy 8 


a nature al 
ence, ii. i 
the inanimate; orgation, il. 
4% And much | N 
Man natute, . 
calliy,of « 


2 


e "of por 
8 irteft on ;t 


ing af 1 


ee ü. 799 


who i 
4 ec who impiuſy lt, and 


ber hay Heemuſt be 


6s perlane, I,” 2 


400 fle tar that oft the Athe- 
nian 1. 36. He is flow 
to anger, ibid. His long- 
ſufferance not en- 
courage us to ſin but alarm 
us to repent, i. 42. His 
gracious endearments to 

us to repent - to 


him, i. 52. Advanta 


of our our backs 
1 Lene to 125 


i. cet He us to 
obey rather than men, ii. 


91. He is dt prefer” | 


eg do all things, il. & 54 
Nat giving him 3 
is having f. N. 
before — ü. 
ety af our; relying on 
him preferably to his crea- 


i ND. 


to exceſs, 183 —1. 110 
to 112. His rcat motive 
in creating us was our en- 
joyment of him and his 
Slory, il, 120. He is mo 


Partial bein 45 101. He 
Ville all to be ſayed, and 
bow, i. 96. His amorous 
ſollicirude for man's ſalva- 


tion, i. 110. He can do 
no more than he has done 


to Huy 94 i. 99 ta 101. 


1 _ Gad's at- 
tri uten. ad not be 
iew:d;by us but with ab- 
aan from matter; ii. 
Ap. 16. Our miſtakenjdeas 
the divine attributes, a- 
riſaftom the matetialitꝝ af 
2 ane and methods of 
fan id. To clear 

7 


ins of divinit 


AG relate cy rang 


55 „ not anly Ser 
Diving, Attn w_ 
* ke t in view, ii 
Ap. Go - 's i 
Mmulrepreien in 
the 1 10 5 1. 
ga, The love af him the 


ſeed, i. 82. They are ve- 
ry few ia compariſon with 
the wicked, i. 83, 84, 
85. They are not to be 
diſcern'd from the wicked 
in this life, i. 82, 84, 
85. They are like the 
fowls of the air, 1. 92. 
Capital, miſtake of the 
ood, ii. 57. The good 
ve the greateſt reaſon to 
„ in God, it. 47. 
god-thief was a 

hf ot this, ij. 50. 
adneſs of God inſinitly 
Fg the greateſt confi- 
nce we can tepoſe in 
him, ii. 96. It is no argu- 
ment againſt the eternity 
of hell torments, it, Ap. 


19. How great in the work 


of his creation, i. 101. Be- 


fore his creation, i. 111. 
In fittin ag ug him — Rs | . 


112. 2 


ii. i. ibid. 2 gen 


oy that redem ay i. 


4. N him- 
, i. ibid, See Chrif, 
655 Good. 


bond. greateſt. precept, Goad-works. See Works. 


him, ii. 46. His mob 
neſs. See e bs 
aſſibility ellens not t 
bag fin, ii. Ap. 
1 infigity re = 
the eternal —— of 
ſin unrepented of, ii. Ap. 
16. His juſtice. See Juſ- 
tice. His mercy, See Mer- 
cy. His unalterable truth 
requires the wicked to be 
puniſhed eternally, ii. Ap. 
17 His immenſe wiſdom 
a fundamental incitement 
to our confidence in him, 


Ho 
8 3 — 


God. See Love. Mord of 
God. See Preachers, ad 
ture, Sermons, Word. 


tures, ii. 90. He is by Geliab, a proof of the dan- 


no means to by ſlighted for 
the world, i. 49. Nor to 


ger of treating an enemy 
with too great contempt, 


be, ferved in conjunction i. 157. 


with, the world, ii. 


80, Good, it is the will of God 


88, g1;—ii. 132. He that all ſhould be ſo, i. 
Ge eee and not of 83. 


Atte 59. 
netoſity : is 


He wills us ta be 


His ge- freely ſo, i. 10 The good 
and alle gotiſed in 


che goed in 


ü. His almightineſs Grace of God offer d to all, 
See is a. fundamental incite- 
ment to aut confidence. in 


i. 96. All may have it 
for aſking, ii. 118. Firſt 
cauſe of our ſalvation, i. 

It is efficacious in 


all who will make it ſo, i. 


ibid. Inſtance of this i in 
the Prodigal Son, i. 97- 
In St. Paul, i. ibid. It is 
omnipotent in a faithful 
CHO ian, witneſs St. Paw, 


pillars of the clouds pre- 


Zee Iſraelites, i. 
any Graces 
God to Catholics, i. 
oh, The reaſon why _ 
men want grace is not that 
God refuſes it but that 
man negle&s it, i. 96. la- 
amiſſible grace a blaſpbe- 
of Calwin, ii. 138. 
God gives to all ſufficiept 
race to ſecute theit e- 
on, ii. 117, Our juſ- 
tification depends u 
our Concurrence with uf- 
ficient grace, i, 118. 
Juſlifying ol req 
11 0 tion towards 2 


231 


* r 4 2 EMMA 


231. And towards liſten- 
ing to the Word of God 
with Fruit, it. Ap. 70. 
Greece overthrown by it's 
impious contradiction of 
Chriſt, i. 37. * 
Guardians and Truſtees of- 
ten ſcourge Jeſus Cbhriſt, 
with the crimes they com- 
mit or m—_ with regard 
to thoſe under their care, 
ii. Ap. 50. 
W K 2141 
1 AMON, an. inſtance 
of God's vengeance 
being ſure tho' flow, i. 39. 
of the world's being wor 
enemy to thoſe whom it 
flatters, i. 46. Of pride 
hemng the ſure way to ruing 
ii. 78. Of God's eſpeci- 
ally retaliating vengeance 
on the revengetul, ii. 125. 


Happy, it requires leſs pains 
— half to be virtuouſ- 


vicioully ſo, ii. 57. Man- 
kind ate 'hurried out of 
their being happy by the 
miſapplication ot theirpaſ- 
8 8 | . 
Hatred of , or repinin 
at his Will, latte bet 
commandment, ii. 
Hatred of a neighbour is 
ne murder, ii. 2 

arity, Forgiveneſs, Love 
U Grd, = 


* tho in — a natu- 
good, too often is per- 
verted by worldlings <A 
a moral evil, ii 120. How 
we may make it ſo, ii. 121. 
Health is the proper time 
for practiſing external good 
- works, conquering vicious 
habits and acquiring vir- 
tuous ones, it. 121. Brutal 
vice of inverting the mo- 
ral deſign of health, ii. 15. 
Heaven let in appoſition to 
Hell, i. 115. We muſt do 
violence to ourſelves, if 
we intend to gain it, i. 98. 
By many tribulations we 
are to aſpire to it, i. 126. 
What meant by the & 
dom of Heaven, i. 88, 
Election. LJ 
Hell, no matter where it be 
ſituated, nor of what kind 
are it's torments, as long 


tion with them, 


General 


as it is knownto bea place 
of eternal miſery, ii. Ap. 
9. Hell ſet in appoſition 
to Heaven, i. 115. Amen- 
tal deſcent into Hell, ii. 
43. There is à Hell for 
alms-givers. for devotees, 
for great faſters, ii. 44. E- 


ven for hermits, ii, ibid. Holy Ghoft the 


Nay, for prieſts too, ii. ib. 
Bad prieſts ſhall be tram- 
ed on by the reſt of the 
damn d, ii. ibid. The 
too may be damn d to the 
pains of Hell, bid 
Who will not be excited to 
good by Chriſt's word and 
miniſters, will not be mend- 
ed by a viſion from Hell, 
ii. ibid. Hell the portion 
which Chriſt has left to 


var tin ſinners, OE 
Ap. 62, | Eternity of hell 
torments. See Damn'd, E- 
ternity, Free-will, God, Re- 
probation, Wicked. | 


as wouldalways have been 
bad, had they remain d in 
the Catholic Church, ii. 
I Severe judgment of 
thoſe Catholics who give 
ſcandal toheretics, 
Bad Catholics are worſe 


ly happy than it does to be Heretics are made of ſuch 
* 


. than heretics, i. 85. Cha- 


rity. to be practiſed and 


faith to be kept with here- 


tics, i. 228. Heretics are 
the falſe chriſts. and falſe 
prophets foretold by Chriſt 
as ſigns of his laſt coming 
to judgment, ii. 137. They 
would not be falſe pro- 
ets, if they did * 
umptuouſly call riſt 
for witneſs to their falſe- 
hoods and abſurdities, ii. 
138. Their inconſiſtency 
has an analogy with that 
of muſhroons, ii. ibid. 
God has ſown the ſpirit of 
confuſion among them, ib. 
Inſtancedin heretics of our 
, own times, ii. ibid, Why 
they reject Church-autho- 
rity, and yet in fact = 
it, it. 139. They oug 
not to be liſten'd to by the 
faithful, ii. ibid. Catholics 
apt to N their morals 
by too much communica- 
i. 84, 
See Falſe prophets, * 


i. 228. Holy-P. 


Hope, a divine virtue, ii. criſy how execrable a vice 


t 
t 
1 ii. 74. leſs they : 
76 | "There © hearts, Ii. Ap. 47+ © 
are three capital degrees pf 4 0 


IND E x. 
Herod, an inſtance of the 


tincture which a good or 
bad intention gives to our 


actions, ii. 71. A proof 


that pride is the certain 
cauſe of ruin, ii. 76, His 
inſolence in treating Chriſt 
as a fool, ii. Ap. 3 

oly-Ghoſt 
is the third perſon of the 
bleſſed Trinity. The co- 
eternal Love of God the 
Father, and God the Son, 
proceeding from them both 
and co-equal with both in 
all perfections, ii, 7, 8. 
His coming upon earth, i. 
162. He came to enable 
us to give faithful teſtimo- 
ny of Chriſt in a holy chriſ- 
tian life, i. 178. He is 
given to us alſo as a re- 
compenſe for our love of 
Chriſt, i. 229. Benefits 
of receiving him into our 
Souls, i. ibid. What is 


his eternal Father taught 
us the firſt degtce, 76. 
his compliance with the 
will of his Divice Father & 
of the Holy Ghoſt he ſet 
us an example of the ſe- 
cond, ii. 75. Shame ful 
oppoſition of Conduct in 
his followers of- mogern 
ſtamp, ii. ibid. The per- 
fection of humility is the 
perfection of juſtice, it. 
ibid. It requires not any 
inverſion of due ſubordina- 
tion, ibid. Chriſtians can! 
not be ſaved without hu- 
mility, ii. 76. Pride' iy 
the vice oppoſed to bumi- 
lity, ii. id. With true 
humility a chriſtian cannot 
well be damn'd, it. 77. 
ſtances of the efficacy of 
rue humility, "= 7 5 
ie Humility is th 
of the Church, i. 93. 
See Church. | 


meant by receiving him, Huſband. See Marriage. 
ibid. Conditions neceſſa- Hypocriſy, is the religion of 


ry to receive him, i. 231, 
to 232: Means to attract 
the Holy-Ghoſt into our 
ſouls, 4 232 to 234. 
See Churches. 


CES. 


89. It teaches us to rely 
on God, ii. 88. Hope 
explain'd, ii. 89. Safety 


bly to his creatures inſtanc- 


thing of 


Pherie ii. 40. It a- 
bounds in outſide ſhews of 
iety, ii. 39. But has no- 
8 4 3 inward ſpirit 
of virtue, ii. 40. Hypo- 


ſhewni in the proud Phari- 
ſee, ii. 41. The —_— 
criſy of ſuch as give ali 


of hoping in God prefera- with ill deſigns makes the 
k | Devil laugh, ii. , 80 
in Daniel, ii. go. II- does that of doing good 


lufion of relying on any out of oſtentation, ii. 47. 
thing preferably to God Hypocriſy of Caiphas, ii. 
inſtanced in Daniel's Ene- Ap. 47. The charity of 


mies, ii. 90. F 
of Hope a pow 


uent acts 


Fudas was hypocriſy, i. 


| means 177. 


of keeping the firſt com- Hypocrites always carry the 
et, ii. 92. See faireſt outſide, fi. 40. 


Confidence. 


| IT beir purpoſe being al- 
Humility the foundation of ways to deceive, #6. All 


Glory, ii. 100, 101. Chriſ- who have not God for the 
tian humility, ii. 73. It firſt motive of every good 
is the baſis of all chriſtian they do are hypocrites, ii. 


virtue, ii. ibid. What it 42. 


Hypoerites leave the 


muſt conſiſt in, ii. 74 and ſubſtance of religion for 


—ii. 101. 
not humility, 
us humbled 

„ 77.—10t. 


bumility, it. 74 Jeſus 


in his ſubmiſſion as man 


Puſillanimĩty is the ſhadow; ii.' ibid. They 
ii. 73. N- often make the more out- 
himſelf to ward ſhew of religion the 


have in 


n, worſe than * 
Mos, ii. 139 


— 


to the ſevereſt decrees” of | ee e Eng 
" M iy mo . : RY £4 4 4 


General 
ous then the worſt of o- See eruſalem, Paſſion e 
pen heretics, ibid. 77 & „ . 4 
are ſnakes in the graſs, 4 1, a ſhocking inſtance 
Their affectation of ſecre- of the equity o 4 bo 
cy betrays their guilt and the temporal yen 
treachery, ii. bid. be recks on the wi 60 . 
Jeremiah reproach to the 39. And of the world's 


IN DEM 


Je. ſhall periſh like the Ap. 50. 
ternally, i i. * See Con- 
fancy. 


be, i. 178, 185. Chriſtians B guilty of 
who are inconſtant as 'the riſt's lation, ji. 
ow they may 
ews, i. 184. And that e- heal the wounds of Chriſt, 
ii. Ap. 54. 

— is always unſuc= 
ceſsful at (courts and 1 


dilatory Jews, now appli- being worſt t enemy to thoſe. Tnduftry, meide without mong the great, ii. Ap. 


cable to Chriſtians, i. 168. it flakters, i. 47. 
Jeruſalem is a fatal inſtance Images of the en kind 
6 eance "mw bow uſeful, it. Pious 
Co thou gh flow, i. ges not. for iddew. k 
Want of ſelf knowledge the 1 N 
in it's inhabitants a renal ibid, Se ” Crucifix. 
cauſe of i it's ruin, i. 24. The Imitation 25 , the rea» 
| E cauſe was t 1ede- fon, Why Ch jans make 
I Chriſt, ii. Ap. bo little N A in it is 
4 It's 8 10 they are but mere 
phecied by Chriſt, ii. A out- de ſpeQators of his 
2 8 128 elfected by Ta, actions, i. 7 Shame- 
oity, Years after at fulneſs of their ne ect 
ſame time o year as of this great duty, ii. 55. 
was crucißed, 357d Lore In, le Grace. ebase, 
of the Jews for Jeruſalem, Incrvility deſtructive to hu- 
ii. Ap. 36-7. They were man ſociety, i. 20. 
reduced to purchaſe the effeR of ſelignoratce, i 
liberty of weeping oyer it, ibid. 
Ap. i Bitterneſs of Inconftancy is one of our 
tears over it, ii. Ap. ibi moſt dreadful evils, i. 176, 
eruſalem how wretched 178. It is mingled with 
in the loſs of Jeſus, ii. Ap. man's nature and there- 
97 5 Jeruſalem abandon d fore the more to be guard- 
Jeſus is an emblem of ed againſt by us, 1. I 
om chriſtian ou! in a 178. Inconffa 
ſtate of mortal fin, ii. Ap. is our worſt devil, i. 1 07 
Our frailty no excuſe fo 
N.. proſcribed by God, Inconflang), i. 178, 185, 
and made vagabonds and 181. Vigilance is ab 
out- laws upon earth, like lutely neceſſary at all times 
Cain, i. 183. God's call to ſecure us from incon- 
1 179, 180, 181. 
7, of of St. Jebn, 
ue to _ ii. 113 i. 0 St. 7 1, 
omas, i. ibid. 
cy chief cauſe of their re- [fs hae to ſerve as a 
bation, i. 181 The? _ on Y us of 3 
e lacea ſlancy. i- ſity of a vigi- 
g . e the deſert, i. lance, i. 8. 8 4 


—4. 182. Jeſus o- of inconſtancy in 

— 4 by ei er udas, i. 177. Mg 

me ti. Ap. 39. was chief caule of 

| gre oo of C 2 72 reprobation of the 
on — 9 $6 Tews, i. 18 * 183. 

Ap. 36 wap. The e ea- Inconflant Chriſtians are 

more unfait and more 


Fews to 
— dectrin of Chriſt inexcuſable than Fews, i i. 
= Ringing reproach to 184. Chriſtians in gene 
Chriſtians who are indo- ral are more iöco gt 
lent in _ 1 — ii. than the Jews, changea- 
35. maT ble as theſe were, i. 176, 
ten and , 183, 184. The faints 


0 examples of con- were as prone by nature to 
LET i. 199. be inconſtant us We can 


Inferiors 


| vil 1 for A 


the bleſſing of God, it, 49. It is morally im . 

58. Two capital errors le to preſerve it — 
in the induſtry of the good miſhd amidſt the enjoy- 
and the bad, ii. 57. Great ment of earthly pleaſures, 
induſtty of wotldlings, ii. i. 133. There are but two 
Inſtanced in the wic roads to Heaven, of which 

ed ſteward, ii. 57. Th innocence is one, i. 156 
the u- . 0 =_ Entertainments and public 
the fights dangerous to — 

. * 5 59, In the cence, i. 157. 
i 


ambitious, ii. Tolls Intention is the pulſe of the 
of induſtt 2 5 ſoul, i. 25. God regard 
, 1 not our actions ſo much as 


ſplaced a the intention they are _ 
5 How to be with, ii. 69, 7% 70. Pu- 
9, 60.Miſma- rity 'of intention neceſ- 


The nagement of chiiſtian in- fary to rendet our beſt s- 


duſtry a cauſe of the im- tions pleaſing to God, bi 
erfections of Chriſtians, 71. What it confſiſts in, 
i. ibid. 61. 6, coſt no ii. — It is the foul of 
Wort pains to virtue, ii. 68. I 


chriſtian ind righ i. 
that to — K Zo is werden ——— 


1 Bis. to chriſtian juſtice; ii. 4 
= i ſhamefully to 43, 44. The Phari- 


waſtes 2 2 chief part of ſee's prayer and ex- 
too ming Chitin lives, ternal good-works poſt- 


1. 57 irtuous induſtry to the ſhort pra 
neceſſaty to make dur con - and Humility of the li 


"hf fidence in God reafonable, can, for want of an equal 


ii. 48. Vittuous intuttry urity of intention, fi. 
uſeful even with regatd 88, Inſtances of the 
the world, . 58. Un- efficacy of à pure intenti- 
wearied ind to attain on, and the inefficacy of a 
to chiiftian p one finiſter or indifferent one, 
means towards re li. 70 to 71. Purity of 
the Holy-Gholt, i. 233. Intention gives life to the 
moſt infi ant actions, ii. 
68. Iaſtances of the tinc- 


ma 
with 2 and belag, ture which a good er bad 


to diſcountenatice the vi- intention wo to all our 


16 of het pero —— a 
I oble inſtance mptoms | 
in a chriſtian ſoldier, i. #5. Want of purity of intention 
They may not be inftru⸗ among modern Chriſtians, 
mental to che crimes of ii. 69 
ſuperiors, i, +. They of 1 
muſt give God a fevere ac- ; _ 
count for all faults in this tors, ii. 78. Not un 
matter, i. #. "They ate that of t e lawyer tempt- 
too often, like the ſer vants Chriſt, . . 

of Annas led away from St. Jobn 2 _—_ 
the ſervice of Gad by «ul Mo us of ſtudy 

-knowle i. 26. 
St. Jobs ow roof 


riors, ©. Ap. 47. 


TA 


* = 


be of a lady going ing to 

urch in' a gau * 
i. 65. 

St Tabu of the Ctoſs's con- 

ſtant prayer to God, 1. 


S. Jeb, Evangeliſt a proof 
"at the ſaints by nature 
were as frail and inconftant 
as ourſelves, i. 173. 

Torah a proof that t e cauſe 
of our worldly miferies is 
not in the world but in 
ourſelves, i. 48. A proof 
alfo of che miraculous 


Wi. 50. A! 
* us to b the refor- 
mation of world by 
that of gurſelves, i. 48 to 
is a proof that 
Beef outs. Ur lefs ef- damn 
fications kurt us to him 
that his frowyns, l. 120. 
Jonatban d folly of making 
matter of tepentance, wich- 
out certainty of time to 
repent, ought to be a lef- 
ſon to us; H. 31. His bit- 
reefs of remorſe after 
forkeiting bis life for mere 
triffes, ii. Sl. 
Toſeph was a proof of the 
licities whi tribulation 
is often big with, i. 126. 
on an 


t 
ho Fe . 
icle than the 


190 'of the three chil- 
dren from the fiery fur- 


nace, i. 139. He is a proof 


that earthly pleaſures * 
” impofible to reffſt, 

His example mould be 

1 N us how to an- 

er the fi ons of 
A 2 I 

He is an argument t 

the difficulties in reſiſting 

woke Pop ra tg 

n d 

ther, 7. 1. bre- 

n are an argument to 

us, that the memory of our 

— 1 Pc 

our in all preſent af- 

ur get 12 F 

lenting at the diftrefs which 

thetnfetves had brought 

upon him ſhould excite us 

to compunction, on recol- 


lection of the much grea t- 


Bene i Gu, 65 filial confide ne Iſaac was Agi as ben 


fortirucle And 


| Jadgwe 


Their re- 


t i. 6. 


General 


er 2 we 

u ws, it. A 64. 
K. 700 an e) 8 le to us 

to flee dangers while they 

are ſtill remote, i. 159. 


ht 


Foys of worldings what? 5. 


213: ey tn hep 


Arerather an Maſon of the 


— on the ſame mount 


ing rightly, ii. 34. 


zeal for the poor was pha- 


riſaic and therefore not 
only fruitleſs but -pernici- 
ous, ii. 42.. His corrupt 
intention made that crimi- 
nal in him Which Was infi- 


rot of Frog $ FA Ap. 
Folly of his miſap- 


46. His fatal ns ii. — 
ibid. Chriſtians who ĩmi- 


tate him have no room to 


oach him, ii 


fall a lefſon to 


| a U 2 


worſe than Juda, u. _ 


t General, it is 
at hand, i. 2. Preca- 
rious in point of time, i. 3. 


it may probably come to 


paſs in our on time, fi. 


7 to 139. Remote ſigns 

of id a approves, ii. 65 
to 140. ray immediat 2 
2 in. 1390 oo”. 

is uncertain what ſtate 
it will bad us in, i. 4. It is 
terrible, f. #6. Inevitable, 
Univerfal, i. tid 
TO, i. . The iſſue of 
it, + Final, I: 15. De- 


eidve, i. 8. And admits 


a f 9. 
brought on the 
their treatment 


1 13 betraying 1. 
Ge e 47, | 


IN D Rn, 


of no appeal, i. 56. Mean 
to eſcape-the terrors of it, 
i. 10.—ii. 140. 

Judith, an inſtance of che 
tincture which a good or 


bad intention to all 
our actions, 1 
Juſtice divine, eparable 


from divine mercy, ii. 

17. Juſtice and 3 mercy of J 
God what and „ ii. 
16, 17. His infiaie 
Moot — 
finir mercy in the eternal 
— x T7 impent- 

wicked, ii. Ap. 18. 


He would est be with- 


8 


. 


Soe Charixy, G, whi 
Chriftians, Damn d, Drb- 


Election, Free- will, 
F. 


Merey, - Paſſpen, P 


16. Mantzad ſtrictly fulfill 
the duty of juſtice in pay- 
ing a ſervant his ſtipulated 
hire; but are not there, 
fore merciful, ii. Ap. 8 
The ſame in _exaQti 

theit juſt and e 72 
right from an able il 


cipled . e | 


mo of ours maſt come 

originally from God, i. 

95% 96. And yet 

— de made 

4 our concurrence with 
i. 94 to a. 

117 to 118. 


— 2 Thi 

motive compar 

„ ee proves 
ch « goodvrbad.in 

tion gives to every man's 

actions, ii. 71 


5, God, Grace, Knowledge of God, and of 


Dis ſalvation, to be attain- 


natian, nn ed to by .ſeif-knowledge 


Led, World: 
Juſtice Chriſtian,in wur the 
juſtice of Chriſtiahs maſt 
— of Pharitees, ii. 
40. Chriſtian juſtice maſt 


be accom 5 ann with hu- 
mility, wi t inten- 
tion, ii. 42. d with 


the twofold charity to- 
- wards God and man, ii. 
ibid. How much our ſal- 


) on this ex- 


— — juſtice, ii. 
| — 


Real 9 of it, ii. 


40. | It's heinouſneſs, di. 
47. Inftuncedinthe frau- 
dulent, ii. ibid. In the 
vain-glorious, I. i654, In 
the mo Pharifee, ii. 


TED 


ling that” of — 


ibid. Miſerable recom- — to p 


* phariſaic juſtice, 


11. 43 1 
Juſtice human, may exiſt 
ſeparate from human mer-- 
cy, . Ap. 17. They can-. What 
not exiſt 
ther in one and the 
action, as the divine juſ- 


tice and mercy do, ii. Ap. 


— 


ods on à juſtice e- 


The . Wk 


vii. 29:6 a8, 3. 
wledge of one's c i. 
20- Human ſociety de- 
[mays thid, and a3. 

he want of it rous 
in general, i. 21. , 
of this truth, eg. 
How ta obtain ig, i. 


Exam oft, i. r 
of 1 4 7. 


Fruits of it, ib. It is the 
belt ſtep to ſalvation, & ib. 
Three circuniſtances in 
Which every-one ſhould. 
view himſelf to; a8tain to 
it, i. 28. Firſt. his being 
as man, i. 10. KAecosding 
to bis original excellente, 
i. ib. And according © 
* degenerate meanneſs, 

29. Secondly, his cha- 
3 _ 


1 34-1 Appt 


Sie . 


— worthy of men, i. 21. 
— oy 
in every 425. 


conſiſta in, i. 28. 
Without it every other (ci- 


ence is — 


UNC. 


ye of ſelfehumiliation, i. 
29. Inſtances. of it, ibid, 
4.145. | 

Aban, a figure of thoſe 

who examin their con- 
ſcience, unwilling to find 
out their fins; 7. 149 
Teah, a proof that the world 
is worſt enemy to thoſe 
whom it flatters, i. £7. 
Leud, the idle extrayagant 
induſtry of them, ii. 59. 
Liberty; Chriſt perfectiy me- 
rited without ſiberty to ſin, 
4i. Ap. 19. Man could got 
merit without liberty to 
] and evil, ii. Ap. 10. 

A confined liberty . 
Gerty, f. Ap. 21. 
could man have been com- 


Pleatly happy without 
Lompleat Wav, n. Ap. 
418. All / che arguments of 
heretics againſt the eterni- 
ty of hell- torments tend 
only to overthrow the di- 
vine attributes, or man's 
liberty, or both, ti. Ap. 


. . 


265: © 240 10 42-91 f 3 
LiE of Chi, _ _ ———_— FO i d al with 
s of his divine Lightening why terrifying Love of Creatures: Power 
Innocent to the braveſt of — of it in Jacob, i. 217. 
| | Love of (elf. Self-Love and 


culous 
power, ii. 132. 


and edifying, ii. Ap. 62. 


General 
ibid. The way to redeem 


the paſt hours of life, i. 
6. Chhriſt our example 
ow to ſpend life, i. 57. 

Three ways of miſpend- 

ing our time of life, i. ibid. 

to 59. To improve our 
time of life wei muſt con- 
fider | every-one aur call- 
ing, i. ibid. - And uſe our- 

ſelves to dailyinward di- 

rections of ourſelyes and 

actions to God, i. ibid. 

Folly of our ſollicitude for 

_—_— this liſe, ii. 

58. This hs not worth 
Neſling without peace, 

po 203. Difference be- 

tween the life of an angel, 
of x man, and of a brute, 

1. 129. ol 8. 4 rod 


Light, all men have ſuffici- 


en of i b tiven them 
3 — e — 
1176, 118. God encreaſes 


our lights in proportion to 
the good uſe we make of En 


It is a ceaſonable tribute of 
gratitude We all owe to 
God, ii. ibid. For his 
mercy in creating us, ii. 
ibid. In redeeming us, ib. 
In feeding us with his own 
bleſſed ſubſtance, ii. ibid. 
And placing vs Jin hi 
Church. preferably to nul- 
lions, ii. 82. The love of 
God is our | ſovereign inte- 


ed in Abrabam, and the 
chree Ohildren, ii. | ibid. 
The love of God is the 
great end af the law, II. 
Ib. Chriſtians, Without 
it, are like the fooliſh vir- 
— without oil in their 
lamps, ij. 80. How 
8 owe to 
od for deigning to make 
us to hib on image, ii. 
D Te: 
ſafe-guard. againſt the 
deceits of the world, i.51. 
ent to it, i. 


coura 


chem, ii. ib. Care of the ibid: See Chirity; God. 


Chutch to it's chil- 
dren with ra Ape 
Goſpel, i. 43. See Chil- 


ii. 136. 


Sbameful oppofftion to it, Living ought to bury the 
P his modern dead, or — to- 


In the life o 

followers, ii. 75, Chriſ- 
tian therefore faint imita- 
tors of his holy life, be- 


cauſe are but ſuper- 
'ficial — of 1. d. 


3. And are they 
und to give teſtimony 

of Chrift's life in the edi- 
fying ſanctity of their own - 


* 
1 


= YE 
Life of man, not to be mea- 
ſured by the interyal be- 


- tween his birth and his 


death, i. 54. Living and 


breathing are two diſtinet 
powers, I. ibid. This max- 
im applied; i. 55. The 


 Hhortneſs ef human life; i. 


54. | | How much our fal- 
vation depends n our 

making a good uſe of eve- 
1 1 minute of it, i. 
55. It was given that we 
may earn by it an eternity 
of bliſs, i. 16. Once gone, 
- dt is not to be tecalled, i. 


wards it to the utmoſt of 


their ability. whenever 


their aſſiſtance is neceſſary 
ü. 11. The living are 
boundto pray for the dead, 
i. 18. And for the living 


alſo, ibid. }&7: 4 ; 


Loiterers,: what, and how 
ineffectually laborious, i. 


Love of God, | 4k | 78. 


ing to him, i. 218. See 


Love of Chriſt, if it be too 


ſenfitive; will not be pleaſ- 


* ” 


cowardice no helps to re- 


- pentance, where they are 
no helps againſt ſin, ii. 33. 
Lucifer, a wretched inſtance 


of the danger of wanting 
ſelf-knowledge, i. 23. Of 


the ruinous conſequences 


of pride, ii. 76. His pride 


..exceeds not that of man, 
- 11.1133. Nor is even ſo in- 
00 „ii. ibid. 

Luther, the ſeeds of his he- 
It reſy, ii. bid. | 


is _— for us towards Luxury,anunmercifulcrime 


gaining life everlaſting, ii. 
79 to 81. What it re- 
quires, ii. 79. It cannot 
ſubſiſt together with an 
equal love for the world, 
ti. 80. It is the nuptial 
yo of the foul, ii. 
ibid. We ſhould never ſuf- 
fer our love for God to 
facken, ii. 55. On this 
all our de nce muſt 
be built, ii. ib:4. Without 
this every other, virtue is 


uſcleſs to eternity, ii. 8 1. 


M 


ii. 11. It gives man a 


ſtriking reſemblance to ca- 


attributes, or man's liber- 


ty, or both, ii. Ap. . 


nabals, ibid. 115 
Alcus's ear cut off by 
St. Peter, ii. Ap. 45. 
See St. Peter. 
Man, created to God's own 
likeneſs, ii. 128. His ex- 


ternal properties no proofs 


of his manhood, ii. ibid. 
His likeneſs to God beſt 
proof of 'it, ii. ibid. In 
what his likeneſs to God 


chiefly conſiſts, ii, 574. 


Man's excellence in his 
ſtate of original purity, ii. 
129. In that ſtate he was 
coupapy tor God, ii. ibid. 


His excellive meanneſs af- 


ter bis tall, ii. 129. It 
ſunk him to the being com- 


B Nan i ſet him below 


them, ii. 130. His origi- 
reſt, ii. ibid. This appear- nal 


fin firſt disfigured him 
and made him ſubject to 
death,ji. 1 29. Chriſt's death 
raiſed man's nature gbove 
that, of angels, fi. 130. 
God's infinit mercy in 
deigning to make nian to 
his own likeneſs, ii. 130. 
How grateful a love be 
owes God, for this great 
Mercy ii. 131. How much 
ig; pe oyes man to keep 
this lixeneſ unſullied, i. 
128 to 131. Chtiſt was in- 
carnate, ſuffer d and died 
to reſtore man to this di- 


vine likeneſs, ii. 131. 


Why Sod created the 
heart of man incapable of 
being ſatiated with aught 
which is created, ii. i614. 
Man is an inconſiſtent crea- 
ture in his conduct, ii. 
133. His pride is _ 
with that of Lucifer, ibid. 
e inconſiſtent, ii. 
134. His. ſelf- neglect is 
greater than that of inſecti 
11. 133. His ſoul is miſe- 
rably immerſed in matter, 
ii. oh. And yet he is e- 
te a parte poſt, or 

ſteriorly, ii. 2 v. Orr 


future duration expreſt in 
Scripture by the ſelf-ſame 


terms as that of God, ii. 1b. 
All the arguments uſed by 
heretics againſt the eter- 
nity of ee tend 
= to overthrow God's 


Man can do nothing wit 
out God, and God will do 
nothing without man, | 
He who made man 
without man, will not fave 
man without man, 1. 131 
Man's ſhameful indolence 
to correſpond to the di- 
vine bounty, 1. 110. 2 
i. 111. 
duſtry to ſave him, Tory 


SS 4 a i a. ES 
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man's ingratitude in mak- 
ing a difculty of ſerving 
God, i. 112. In chuſing 
rather to be likebrutes than 
his divine Creator, i. 161. 
Man's intolerable ſloth in 
what concerns his own 
ſalvation, i. 114. No man 
knows whether he be wor- 
thy of love or hatred, i. 
30. No man can ſerve two 
maſters at once, ii. 79, 


88, 91. —— il. . 
49. nſufferable fool-har- 
dineſs and giddineſs of the 


men of this age and coun- 
try, i. 115. All men are 
kars, i. 30. The genevali- 
ty of men are but over- 
grown children, ii. 116. All 
men have light enough gi- 
ven them to enable them 
to work their ſalvation, ii. 
115, 118. : 
Mark Anthony's groveling 
meanneſs was not the vir- 
tue of humility, but the 
vice of luſt, ii. 73. 
Marriage, an honourable 
ſtate, i. 61. Raiſed by 
. Chriſt to the dignity of a 
ſacrament, i. 62, 74. 
Honour'd with the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt and his 
bleſſed Virgin Mother, and 
why, i. 62. Chriſt lefſen- 
ed not marriage by raiſin 
virginity above it, i. ibid. 
This text (increaſe and 
multiply) no precept of 
marriage to individuals, at 
leaſt not after the world 
was peopled, i. ibid. Mar- 
riage in the New Law but 
a ſimple indulgence, i. 63, 
69. God ſhould be con- 
ſulted by Chriftians before 
they enter into the ſtate of 
marriage, i. 63. Serious 
reflections to be made by 
fingle men before marriage 
> ibid. Others to be previ- 
ouſly made by ſingſe wo- 
men, i. 64. marri- 
age- venture a dangerous 
unequal lottery, 1. 65. 
Parents ſhould be conſult- 
ed before-hand, il id. Ob- 
ligatioas of perſons con- 
tracted to each-other, i. 
66. Two ſorts. of matri- 
moniel contract, i. 


65. 
Some conditions — 
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towards contracting, i. 65. 
Indecency of marrying too 
young, 65-6. Folly of haſty 
marriage-promiſes, 1. 65. 
yet are they binding, once 
—_ i. 66. Promiſes of 
ture marriage generall 
extorted by — with baſe 
deſigns 
fore to be ſhunn'd by pru- 
dent women, i. ibid. Such 
promiſes give no more 
right to either of the par- 
ties of breaking thro? the 
rules of virginal chaſti 
than they had before, 1. 
ibid. Danger of perpetual 
ſelf-reproach from raſh] 
engaging in marriage, 1. 
bid.” How many — 
repent their raſhneſs when 
too late, i. 68. The chief 
ends which ſhould induce 


theſe to engage in marriage 


are fix, i. 69. In what 
ſenſe it is better to marry 
than burn, i. ibid. Such as 
have married without a 
true vocation, ſtill may and 
ought to procure the bleſ- 
ſings of the call'd, by ful- 
filling the duties of marri- 
age, 1. ibid. Obedience to 
the will of God, one mo- 
tive to engage in a marri- 
age ſtate, i. ibid. Another 
is to repreſent in their 
conjugal purity the purity 
of the wha unites 
them, i. 70. Another mo- 
tive is the procreation. of 
children to ſerve God, in 
their ſtead, when deceaſ- 
ed, i. ibid. A fourth mo- 
tive is, that marriage may 
ſerve as a chaſte remed 


, 1. ibid, and there- 
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ople often of Martyrs of the Devil are 
more numerous than thoſe- 


of married 
their own ſeeking, i. ibid. 


Obſtacles to the above of Chrift, i. 180. 
ends of marriage, i. 74. B. V. Mary's humility, a- 


The firſt a-ſtate of mortal 
ſin, i. 56. A general confeſ- 
ſion before marriage, a 

werful means fowards 

ture happineſs in it, i. 
75-. Imprudences frequent 
cauſes of ——— to 
the married, i. ibid. Want 
of mutual complacency, i. 
76. Contentions on tri- 
fles, or for the laſt word, 
i. ibid, And mutual juſ- 
tices, i. ibid. Either par- 
oy interfering in the o- 
ther's province is often- 
times a cauſe of diſſenti- 
ons, i. 77. Domeſtic œco- 
nomy belongs to the wife, 
out-door cares to the huſ- 
band, i. ibid. Folly and 
injuſtice of huſbands in de- 
priving their wives of mo- 
ney, i. 79. Baſeneſs of 


huſbandsliving by the mere 


labour of their wives, when 
able themſelves to work, 


bove all her other excel- 
lencies, raiſed her to the 


exalted dignity of Mother 


of God, in. 77. Her ex- 
ceſſive dolour at the paſſion 
of her Son,. ii. Ap. 57. 
The ſorrows of Jeſus ſhar- 

n'd by thoſe of his bleſ- 
ed Mother, it. Ap. 57. 
Jeſus differently affected 
with the tears of his 
bleſſed Mother, and thoſe. 
of the devout matrons who 
wept over him, and why, 
ii. Ap. ibid, 58. His an- 
guiſh on theCroſs enhanc- 
ed by the ſight of his do- 
lorous Mother ſtanding be- 
neath it ; and all to attone 
for our ſins of ſight, ii. 
Ap. 61. Upon his Croſs 


he recommends her to the 


care of his beloved diſci-- 
le; and recommends St. 
obn-to her maternal. pro- 

tection, ii. Ap. 62. 


i. ibid. Baſeneſs of wives St. Mary Magdalen a glozi- 


in ſquandering their huſ- 
bands ſubſtance, i. ibid. 
There is no fortitude in a 
man's paſſionate or brutal 
treatment of a wife i. 80. 
But a great deal of infa- 
my, i. ibid. No law againſt 
men ſtriking their wives, 
and why ? i. ibid. The moſt 
trifling quarrels in marri- 
age dangerous, i. ibid. 
Dangers and curſes attend - 
ing on too great an indul- 
gence of ſenſuality in mar- 
riage, i. $1. 


againſt irregular concupi- Martyrdom ſuſtain'd for the 


ſcences, i. ibid. Education 
of children in the fear of 
God, the fifth end of mar- 
riage, i. ibid. The ſixth, to 
conſole and ſanctify one 
another, i. 71. Duties of 
huſbands to their wives, i. 


ibid, 78. Of wives to 


their huſbands, 71, 77. 
Of both reciprocally, i, 
71. Modeſty to be reci- 
procally-obſerved between 
man and wife, i. 70. Mar- 


 riage ſtrifes the worſt of all 


ſtrites, i. 73. Cauſes of 
them, ibid. The miſeries 


faith of Chriſt, to be ac- 
ceptable to God, mult be 


influenced by the pure mo- 48 


tive of ſovereign love of 
God above all things, ii. 
81. Influenced by any o- 


ther motives it is ſtamp'd 


with reprobatian, ii. ibid. 
It is odious to God, tho' 
ſuffer'd for his name and 
faith ; if fraternal forgive- 
neſs. be. wanting in the 
breaſt of him who ſuffers 
it, ii. 126. Melancholy in- 
ſtance of it from the an- 
nals of he Church, ibid. 


Maſters of 


rious inſtance of the ſay-- 
ing ſanQifying effects of 
true humility, ii. 77. Few 
public ſinners imitate. the. 

he repentance. of St. 
Mary Magdalen, ii. 2 
47: Her confuſion ſuſſi- 
cient to deter ns from her 
faults, k.16 | 
milies more. 
careful in general to exact 
from their dependentswhat. 
is their due, than to diſ- 


charge their own duty to- 


wards them, i. 32. Arro- 
gance of maſters generally 
diſcoyer'd by the inſolence 
of their domeſtics, ii. Ap. 
Wicked maſters ge- 
nerally belt pleaſed, when 


ſed at the expence ß 


d's honour, ii. Ap. 47. 


Maſters of families often 


ſcourge Chrift over again 
in the taken negle& of 
their families, ii. Ap. 50. 
It is juſtice in maſters to 
pay ſervants their hire, to 
reward the good and pu- 
niſh the bad : But none of 
theſe good actions can be 


called mercy, ii. Ap. 8. 
ext: To. 


- 
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To prove our acknowledg- 18. It is one of the eight 
ing and honouring God as beatitudes, ii. 94. Wha 
our ſovereign Lord and motives will make our 
Mafter, we muſt faithfully mercy truly Chriſtians, ii. 
| his commandments, 21. We mut copy the 
i. 85. No man can ſerve — — mercy, 
two maſters at once, H. from our Saviour, i. to, 
15 88.——ii. Ap. 49. — Without it, no ſhare 
is is unalterably true is to be had in Chriſt's mer- 
- where maſters are oppoſit ey, ii. 95. The chriſtian 
3n their commands, or the works of mercy are of two 
-affeQtions and ſervices of forts, i. 11. They force 
dependents are not fubor- down on fuch as iſe 
dinate, ij. 88. them ſtupendous effects of 
Matrimony. See Marriage. divine mercy, i. 6. They 
Double-Meanings, and e- coyer a multitude of fins, 
ther ſuch licentious con- i. 11, 12. Curſes of ſuch 
verſations are one way of as do not practiſe them, i. 
feourging Chriſ over-a- II, 12. God's juſtice in 
gain. And the ——— puniſhing the neglecters of 
m them is a way to theſe works and rewarding 
his wounds, ii. Ap. 54 the —— of them, 1. 
Mephibefeth, an inſtance of »2. We have no other 
the world's being worſt e- ſo ſure and effeCtual as the 
nemy to thoſe whom it practice of chriſtian mer- 


flarters, i. 46. ey, to ſhew our gratitude 
Mercy of God is his darling to God, ii. 110. The want 
attribute, i. 15, 18.—li. of it odious to, and curſed 


04. —i. 8. hat it is dy God, ii. 2, 3. Spiritual 
and whence it proceeds, works of mercy are more 
d. Ap. 17. It is infinitin noble and important than 
man's behalf, i. 114. Qua- the corporal, i. 11. Ana- 
lities of it, ii. 9. between thoſe and 
created us on purpoſe to theſe, i. 14. All perſons 
exert it to us, i. 10. may with eaſe and ought 
Rare example of it to us, ii. with induſtry to practiſe 
94.95. God's mercy ſhines them, i. 15. 

+ the verypuniſhments he works of merey are very 
eternally inflits on the fruitfull to the practiſers 
damn'd, it. Ap. 8, 17. of them, ii. 16, They 
Nay his mercy- itfelf re- ſhould be accompanied 
quires thoſe punich 


lief, but to 


works of mercy, if well, for great acts of divine ho- 
timed, is doubly beneficial mage, ii. 71 


il. 21. Tobiah a great ex- 
ample to Chriſtians of the 
practice of corporal works 
of mercy, ii. 12. EreQi 
or contributing towar 
the ſupport of charitable 
ſocieties, a very important 
work of mercy, ii. 21. 
Corporal works of mercy 
are powerful means of 
multiplication of al 
bleflings, i. ibid. Lux- 
ury is a very great - 
— to the uty — 


AAMAN, the leper, a 

proof that the world 

is the worſt enemy to thoſe 
whom it flatters, i. 47. 


Nabuchadonozor, a practical a 
of the fatal effects 


of want of ſelf-knowledge 
i. 23. Of the pernicious 


effects of flattery to thoſe 


who liſten to it, i. 132. 
And of the efficacy of true 
humility, ii. 77. 


Nag's-head. See Ordina- 
tro 


4 a. 
tiſing corporal works of Naim. See Widew. 


mercy, ii. 11. The falſe N 


mercy of the wicked is the 
worſt of craelty, i. 16, 32. 
i. Ap. 10, 26, 

, 


See Charit 
27 0 


Foroivineſs, 
nt Metkodiſia blaiphemous, i. 


30. Wolves under the 


cloathing of ſheep, ii. 53. 


Shocking fruits of their 
blaſphemous abſurdities, 
ii. 53, 54-——ii. 139. Un- 
able to e their miſſion 
from God which they in- 
ſolently claim, ii. 5 . 
Their riſe was and their 
fall ſhall be like that of all 
other ſects before them, 


ii. 1 


Miſerable. Charity abliges 


us not to wait till the mi- 
ſerable recur to us for re- 
with dih- 
gence in ſearch of them to 


ments with the ſpiritual works luccour them, ii. 12. 


to be eternal, ii. Ap. 8. of ity fi. 20. What they Mortifications which pro- 


Created-mercy is the moſt eonfiſt#n, i. 9, 10. Our 

- effeQual means which Chriſtianity uſeleſs to us 
creatures have, to become without the practice of 
like to God in their acti- them, ii.-12. to fa- 
ons, ii. 8.—ii. The cilitate the praftice of 

| ae of it is u ad- them, ii. 11. Tre oblize- 
vantageous, even conſider- tions of this practiee very 

nd with 1 * men on- extenfive, i. 10.—4i. 108. 
- ys 4. 13. And much more This practice ſhould 


ceed from our own choice 
are meritorious, when prac- 
tiſed on ourſelves for God's 
ſake, but are leſs meritori- 
ous than thoſe which God 
ſends. us, if we bear theſe 
as we ought, i. 119. See 
Mictions, Crefſes, Sorrows 
T ribulations. | 


rewarded with a miracu- 


18 8 important propottion'd to our abili- Moſes's obedience to God, 


' confider'd with regard to ties, ii. 19: It muſt be ex- 
God, i. 11. But no works - erted with. generoſity, ii. 
of mercy are ofuſe towards ih. And towards proper 


lous power over nature, 
i. 39. 


4 happy eternity which are objects, ii. ib. Never be Murder how horrible, i. 


pfractiſed out ot mere tem- accompanied with taunts 

poral motives, i. 13. 19. and inſults, but always 
—. 137. Chriſtian mercy with affability and tender- 
Will be the chief matter of neſs, ii. 20. It ſhould be 
our trial in the day of made a means of ſpiritual 
judgment, I. 15, 19,—ii. relief, ii. 383. Practice of 


139. Soft effects of it in a 
murderer, i. ibid. Violent 
effects of it in the ſurviy- 
ing injured, i. 1b. 1 
Even lawful ſheddi 


73- b 
of Neglect of mankind with re- 
human blood unfits ſome gard to themſelves, bow 


ation, contradiftion of 
Chriſt, the ruin of this un- 
bappy nation, i. 34. The 


enormous exceſs of our 


=_ corruption, i. 35. 
he conduct of the Nini- 


vites a reproach to the in- 


habitants of this nation, i. 
34. God's flowneſs to 
vengeance ſhould the more 
alarm us, i. 36, 42. In 
aght of the many exam- 

es of the dreadfulneſs of 
— when it comes, 
i, 30 to 37. The fins 
of the generality of the in- 
habitants of this nation cry 
to Heaven for ven , 
i. 37. The world was 
drown'd for leſſer crimes 
than ours, i. 38. The tem- 

ral curſes this nation has 
zuſt cauſe to expect are 
foretold by Salomon, i. 39. 
The deſtruction we may 


expeQ-inſtanced- in other 


nations before us, i. 36 
to 40. This nation great- 
ly in danger of their judg- 
ment, i. 41. Importance 
of the faithful ſouls perſe- 
vering in their fidelity, i. 
With how "= and _- | 
a fear of God and diſh- 
dence of themſelves —4 
ought to proceed, 1. 761d. 
Their great danger lies in 
too much ——_ with 
and copying the manners 
of the unfaithful, i. bid. 
Irreverence to God's tem- 
ples is one cauſe of man) 
curſes on this _—_— 
tion, ii. 67. See Chrift- 
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ſhameful and deſtructive to 
them, ii. 133. | 

Night. Why Chriſt cheſe 
the night to agonize in, ii. 
Ap. 40. Night to tright 
pointeth-out e, 1. 


Nase, a reproach to this 
nation, 1. 34. A | 
inſtance of the efficacy of 
wal humility and penance, 
New--ihe only time of life 
we can be ſute of, i. 11. 
80 the Devil can but have 
our now, he is not in pain 
about our  bye-and-byes, 
i. 168. See el, | 7 Dila- 


tory. 
yy OI 


gummy to God how 
eatly recompenſed, 
i. 39.” Neveflury to prove 
that we acknowledge and 
honour him for our ſove- 
Obedience to parents, even 
pe ones, an obligation 
im all children, i. 32. This 
obedience is to be practiſ- 
ed in all which is not fin, 
tbid. All dependents owe 
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when voluntary, the inno- 
cent infallibly will fall, i. 
165 The penitent infalli- 
bly will relapſe, i. 158. 
Sinful occaſions are pow- 
erful obſteuRQions to all the 
means of our ſalvation, or 
converſion; i. iid. No re- 
pentance can be fincere, 
where it is not accompa- 
nied with a reſolute flight 
from every ſinful occaſion, 
i. ibid. Paſt victoried ar 
no ſecurity againſt fulli 
by preſent or future 
occaſions, i. i314, Inſtance 
of this truth in Sampſon, 
ibid. To avoid the falling 
by finful occaſions, we 
muſt depart from the places 
and companies where they 
are to be met with, 1. 789. 
ii. Ap. 48. Iaſtanee of 
this in be Peter, ibid. To 
flee a ſinful occaſion, we 
muſt quit our all, if neceſ- 


— 2 
mote, i. ibid. 1 pm op of 
it in St. Joſeph's flight in- 
to E Rf : 


obedience, love, and faith Ordination. Nag's-head or- 


and honour to thoſe they 
depend On, i. 15. 
Occaſions of fin extremely 
dangerous and therefore 
muſt abſolutely be ſhunn'd 
i. 185. There is no poſſi- 
bility of remaining wilful- 
ly in ſinful occafions with 
ence, i. ibid. Even 
they, who are under an in- 
evitable neceſſity of living 
amid'ſt finful occaſions, find 
it difficult, with all their 
caution, toeſcape without 
„i. 156. Mach more 
impracticable then it muſt 
be for the reſt, i. ibid. 
Fear and vigilance amid't 
finfut occafions, abſolutely 
neceſſary, i. 16. 17. In- 
ſtance of it in David, i. 
ibid. Inſtance of the de- 
ſtructive effects of wanting 
fear and vigilance amid'it 
m—_— circumſtances, 
1. ibid. They who wil- 
iully meet or ſtay amidꝰſt 
ſinful occaſions, have no 
room to confide in God for 
their ſafety, i. ibid. A- 


dination a ſelf-exploded 


forgery, pre-impeach'd b 
— — n. 5 J 
Given-up to ridicule by 
Satan, and matter of ſhame 
to the very men who de- 
rive their pretended au- 
thority from it, fi. 53, 


4 
Ordvinal-Sin See Sin. 
Prem have a ſevere ac- 

count to give for eve- 


ry n of ſeaſonable 
correction of their ehil- 
dren, i. 16. Their falſe 
tenderneſs in this particu- 
lar is downright cruelty, 
ibid. and 32. Parents un- 
det an indiſpenſable ob- 
8 inſtructing their 
Children in the affairs of 
ſalvation, i. 16, and of 
guarding them from 
2 which may hazard 
it, id. Shameful conduct 
of parents in the education 
of their children, i. +7, 
32.— Shameful indo- 
lence of parents in their 
religious education, i. 17, 


i. 159. Occafiohs | 50. 
fled, while yet re- Paſſion of our Lord. Firſt 
indiction of it, i. 127. Se- 


every 47. 
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32. Parents, however faul- 
ty themſelves, muſt be o- 
bey'd by their children, i. 
1b. in all which is not ſin, 
ih. Obedience to parents is 
the only commandment of 
God, to which there id a 
temporul as well as eternal 
annex'd, ibid. The 
authority of parents over 
their & not incohe- 
rent with the moſt perfect 
humility, ii. 75. The 
love and gratitude which 
children dWwe to their pa- 
rents, a proof of the much 
ter love and gratitude 
they owe to God, it. 81. 
How the duty of mutual 


love between parents and 
children may be reconcil- 
ed, with the mutual ha- 


tred of one- another for 
Chriſt, i. 101. Parents of- 
ten ſcourge Chriſt in the 
irregutarities of their chil- 
dren and families, ii. Ap. 


cond, i. 139 Third, i. 154. 
Fourth, i. 160. Fifth, i. 
173. Sixth, i. 186. Pre- 
lude to the Paſſion, ii. Ap. 
35. Introduction, i. Ap. 
36. Feſus's Paſſion a fea 
of ſorrows, it. Ap. 37, 
53 Feſus firſt tormenter 
of his ſacred perſon, and 
why? ii. Ap. 40. He be- 
came a prey to exceſſive 
fears, i. Ap. 41. 


The exceſs of his ſadneſs, - 
The effect of 


ii. Ap- 1. : 
both a bloody ſweat, ii. 
Ap. 42. Jeſus in his a- 
gony is attended by an an- 
gel, ii. Ap, 42, 43. The 
Angel's attendance ue 

enhances his anguiſh, il. 
Ap. 42. Partly conſoles 
him, fü. Ap. I Trea- 
chery of Fur ii. Ap. 
42, 45- | 

of Jeſus, it Ap. 44 to 
4 t. Peter — off the 


eat of Malens, 8 — 
tors of Jeſus, ii. Ap. 

4 e Jeſus fall 
at his feet, ii. "_ ibid. 
das miſgnided repen- 
= ii. Ap. 46. And 
ſatal end, 1. Ap. 47. Fu- 


' tribunal of Anas, i; Ap. 
ibid. 11 ao. 


de ſcour 


Ap. 56. 


| N of 
iorous ſeizure ii 
to aſcend up 


m 
awins mixt with oineger 
J, ibid. But G 


y of his eaptors not to be 
efcribed, i. Ap. 47. In- 
ſulting and cruel to the laſt 


extremer il. Ap. 154d. Feſu, 
ievoully iniulted at the 


ence, Hi. Ap. 56. He is 

again inſulted at the tribu- 

nal of Caiphas, ii. Ap. 

8 St. P#te#'s demal of 
heeſt, ii. 


p. 48. Hi 
eoprarabeb, ts Witt 2 


ſus ſent from Caiphus to N- 
late and from him ts Hy- 
rad, ii. Ap. ibid. Herod's 
infolent treatment of him 
in ſending him back to Pi- 
late, ibid. Pilate's preva- 
rication in pare cauſe, 
ii. % 49. $s iadignity 
to Jeſus in yu him 
upon a level with Barab- 
bas, a r felbn, ii. 
Ap. 49. us | 
ente it Ap, 4. 
Pilate condemns Jeſus to 
zourged, il. Ap. 50. 
Jeſus how cruelly ſtrip'd 
of his bloody garmehts 
ii. Ap. 53: ruelty of 
flagelfation; ii. Ap. 51. 
- Craelty of his crown- 
ing with chorns, ii. Ap 
53. Pain and ig- 
notmiĩny of his ſcepter oF a 
reed and rag * 
Ap. 54. Expoſal of him 
to the Jewiſh/populace, 2b. 
To Chriſtians, ii. Ap. B. 
His cracifixion re- 
ſolved on, it. Ap. 55. Je- 
ſas giſmiſs d from the pa- 


lace of Pilate, and how, 


i. Ap. ibid. His painful 
cartiage-of his Ctoſs, ii. 
He is eaſed of it 
by Simon of Cyrene, and 
why? ibid. His 

encreaſed by his bleſſed 
Mother's forrows, it. _ 
57; His reproach to; the 
Yr ale » 
p. 58. | He begins 
mount  Ca/- 
vory, ii. Ap. 594 Taſtes 


and gal 8 
it not, and why ? li. Ap. 
ibid, He ranives to the 


ſummir of mount Calvary; :' 
ii Ap id. The cruee 


fixionof Jeſus, and his u 
rious 


- Cr. ii. Ap. ibid. His ſayings 
8 15 


ii. Ap. 60 to 62. 


they ar 


208. 


it, . 207. 


tious ſufferings on the 
Croſs deſcribed in a myſ- 


tic dialo 
eternal 


e between his 
ather and him, 


Laſt 
agony, of Jeſus on his 


roſs, ii. Ap. ibid. 
His death, ii. Ap. ibid. 
Reflections on the whole, 
ii. Ap. 62 to 66. Paſ- 
ſion and death of Chriſt 


but little reflected on with 
_ Chriſtian pity 
punction, ii. Ap. 62, 


and com- 


3. There are but little 


| hopes of their being moy- 


ed to compunction by the 
ſight of an image or. pic- 
ture of Chriſt — 


who can contemplate his 


n, unmoved, Th Ap. 


2. Such however are 
worſe than devils, ii. Ap. 


63. Such may be ſaid to 
trample him under foot, 
ii. Ap. ys In ſo doing 

' are like, the inhuman 
3 Tullia, ii. Ap. 


Paſſions of man are in 


league with earthly plea- 
ſures againſt him, i. 129. 


Paſtors, Character of good 
| Paſtors compared with 


that of hirelings, i. 202. 


_ Cauſes of the diſreſpect 
they are often treated with 


i. ibid, In paſtors, the 
pon and the man ſhould 

e jointly kept in memory, 
i. 203, 205. Difficulty 
for paſtors to give a gene- 
ral content to the laity, i. 
.206. Very dangerous for 
the laity to be eaſily ſcan- 
dalized at their paſtors, i. 
Fatal ruin at- 


67. 
- countable for the perdition 
of = who are wilfull 
loſt, if t 


ſtors, i. 208. Advantages 
of not being eaſily ſcanda- 
lized at them, i. 208 to 
209. The implicit precept 
of reverencing and eſteem- 


ing our paſtors, i. 209. 
© 


ansto reap benefit from 
the moſt imperfect paſtors, 
i. 210 to 211. Paſtors are 
accountable to God for 
every ſoul which periſhes 
out of their. flock through 


their negligence, ii. Ap. 
are not ac- Penitent. The true penitent 


hey diſcharge their 
duty by them, ii. Ap. ibid. 
The ſoul, which, warn'd 
by it's paſtor, neglects his 
admonitions ſhall petiſh a- 


General I N D E X. 
rally impoſſible to enjoy 


peace amidſt the enjoy- 
ment of earthly pleaſures, 
i. 133. Peace of Chriſt 
what? i. 200. True chriſ- 
tian peace muſt flow from 
the heart, i. ibid, True 
Peace of conſcience alone 
can afford any ſolid hap- 


. pineſs, ii. 59-60. Fruits 


of chriſtian peace, i. 201. 


The world cannot give 
0 it, i. ibid. 7 


thinks no penance to ſe- 
vere for his fins, i. 123. 
147. With what love of 
God and ſelf-deteſtation a 
true penitent muſt ap- 


| —— to confeſſion to reap 


nefit from it, i. ibid. 


lone, ii. Ap. 67. Good paſtors Perfection. It requires no 


guard not their flock for 


more pains for Chriſtians 


tho' diſtant 


Vigilance of 


worldly lucre, ii. Ap. 08. to attain to perfection than 
nor abandon them for to remain imperfect, ii. 
earthly conveniences, ibid. 66. 

rs uſeleſs Perils. The laſt and worſt of 
without diligence in the all the perils enumerated 
flock, ii. Ap. 69. Paſtors . by St. Paul are thoſe which 


may not no, as indt. Pauls are encounter'd from falſe 


days work manually for brethren, i101. 
their bread, and why? ii. St. Peter, Speaker of the A- 


Ap. 71. Great bleſſing of 
Catholics, with regard to 
their paſtors, ii. Ap. 70. 


Advantages of Chriſtians 


raying for their paſtors, 
3 = 72. See Preachers, 
Prieſts, Prophets, Sermons, 
Word of Ged. 


St. Paul work'd as well as 


confided, ii. 49. Hisgreat 
diſintereſtedneſs in preach- 
ing the Goſpel an example 
to all good paſtors, ii. Ap. 
68. Oeconomy of his 
Farewell Sernion to the E- 
phefians, ii. Ap. 67. 


tending it, i. 212. Bad Peace bears ananalogy with 


paſtots not ſo many in re- 
ality as in rumour, i. 
207. Character of the ge- 
nerality of detractors from 
t — of paſtors, 
f ngenerous conduct 
of many of the laity with 

rd to them, i. 203 to 
206. Fatal effects of 
Chriſtians 


- + often ak advice of their 


, 


paſtors, with ſiniſter inten- 
tions, ü. 78. How the 


bai ſhould eye their pa- 
Ft 


Providence, i. 197. Life 
is not worth poſſeſſing 
without it, i. 196. It is 
often defired but never 
found in any thing out of 
God, i. 197 to 199.— 
It is not to be gained by 
earthly power, i. 130. 
Peace is what all ſtruggle 
for, i. 199. But there is 


ſtles, 1. 135. A pat- 
= in the tach of felt. 
knowledge, i. 25. Delud- 
ed by preſent pleaſure, i. 
19. An inſtance of the mi- 
raculous efficacy of filial 
confidence in Chriſt, ii. 
52. His zeal indiſcreet 
in cutting-off the ear of 
Malcus, ii. Ap. 45. His 
preſumption a leſſon to us, 
li. Ap. ibid. His weak- 
neſs in denying Chriſt, 1. 
Ap. 48. According to the 
prediction of Chriſt, ii. 
Ap. ibid. His bitter re- 
pentance, ii. Ap. ibi. 


Philip, a rare example and 


eproachful incitement to 
Chriſtians to engage in the 
Study of ſelf-knowledge, 
3. 27. 


Phyſicians. Oy of them 


towards the ſick poor, ii. 
15. They who diſcharge 
this duty worthy of the 
whole Church's praiſe and 


no peace for the wicked, benedictions, ii. 46, 

i. ibid. Where we ought Pictures. See Images. 
to ſeek it, and alone can Pilate's baſe politics with 
regard to Chriſt prove that 


find it, i. 201. It is mo- 


worldly reſpects are incon” 
ſiſtent with the intereſts of 
Heaven, ii. Ap. 49. In 
condemning Chriſt to be 
ſcourged, * Pilate 

rom the ſa- 
cred perſon of Chriſt, dur- 
ing his whole flagellation, 
was all the while ſcourg- 
ing Chriſt with the arms 
of every ſoldier, ii. Ap. ib. 
How imitated by many 
Chriſtians, ii. Ap. 49, 
— 51-2. Pilate expoſes 
-hriſt to the populace 


with a, Le the man, ii. 


Ap. 54. Chriſt diſmiſt from 


Pleaſures of the earth in 


league with our paſſions 
againſt us, i. 129. Th 
are ſecret traitors to us, i. 
ib. It is morally impoſſi- 
ble to enjoy them together 
with peace and innocence, 
i. 133. Nay they abſolute- 
„ deſtroy peace, 1. 131. 
itneſs Abſalom, i. ib. 
David alſo, i. 132. They 
make us forget God and 
the eternal enjoyment of 
him in Heaven, i. 129, 135. 
Example of this in the 
Apoſtles at ſea, i. 129. On 
mount Thaber, i. 130. 
Earthly pleaſures are the 
moſt dangerous kind. of 
temptations, i. 129,— 
How very dangerous for 
our hearts to give them ad- 
mittance, i. 130. Yet ate 


they not dangerous temp- 


tations while merely exter- 
nal and kept out of our 
hearts, i. 136. They may 
be conquer d, witneſs 2 
St. Paul, i. 137. Witnels 
the patriarch Joſeph, i. ib. 
Whence the great difficul- 
ty of Conquering them, i. 
136. The greatel difficul 
of conquering them . 
not excuſe our yielding to 
them, i. 138. God has an- 
nex'd to all earthly ples 
ſures a bitter portion 0 
pain, i. 133. See 
Politics of the world opp” 
fit to the maxims of Chr, 
ii, Ap. 49- 
Poor 


the yun of Pilate, how, 
P- | 
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Poor as well as rich muſt a- 


bound in chriſtian juſtice, 
ii. 44. The poor in purſe 
ſhall be damn'd equally 
with the wicked tich, if 
not poor in ſpirit alſo, ii. 
ibid. and forgiving, ii. ibid. 
There is a hell for the 


ooreſt beggars if they 
Lake not a right uſe of 


their poverty, ii. ibid. Rich 


People ate ſtewards and 
freaſurers for the poot, i. 
16. The ſuperfluities they 
hviſh would ſatisfy this 
great duty, ibid. Poor 
man's patrimony uſurp'd 
by the rich, is a worm 
which conſumes their law- 
ful ſubſtance, i 49, We 
muſt not wait till the or 
importune us for reliet, hut 
in ſearch of them, ifi. 
12, 13. They, who are un- 
merciful to the poor, ate 
criminally excuſeleſs, it. 
ib, Leeches of the poor 
man's blood and violator's 
of the truſt God has lodg- 
ed ia them, li. 14. 
rich ate but ſtewards for 
the poor, ii. 1b, Gracious 
deſign of God in makin 
ſome rich, others poor, il. 
ib. To Be obliged to be 
liberal to the Poor, it is 
not neceſſary ' we , ſhould 
wallow in wealth, ii. 15. 
Few are ſo indigent as not 
to have a mite to ſpare to 
the poor, ibid. They who 
bave one mite to ſpare and 
refuſe it to the poor are 
R coyetous and un- 
| ul with the riche 
miſers, ii, 15, Many ways 
all may fuccour the poor, 
14 15 16. Particu- 
rly ers, ii. 15. Even 
the oveſt Jr eating ii. 


General 


with croſs queſtions, taunts 
or inſults, when we relieve 
them, ii. 20. Quality, 
manner, motive, time and 
place to be conſider'd in 
the relief of the poor, ii. 
19 to 21. Reliefof the poor 
a means of temporal mul- 
tiplication, il. 18, 21, 22, 

. Rewarded with eter- 
nal bleſſings, ii. 18 to 19. 
It muſt be preceeded by 
N otherwiſe it is rob- 

ry, ii. 41. Alms given 
to the — fot oſtentatious 
ot vicious ends, not chari- 


| ty but erfchinal folly, ii. 


41, 48; —— They ate 
to be. given with privacy, 
at leait of intention, 11. 
21, 42. Giving in public 
is ſometimes double * 
rity, ü. 42. He who 


CY to the poor, 
or want of a proper di- 
rection to God, oftenToſes 
it's ſpiritual merit, ti. 60. 
Done out of mere habitual 
tenderneſs of heart, not 
uſeful to eternity, it. 1544. 
Our charity to the r 
muſt extend to the great- 
eft ſtranger in want, 1.107. 
Nay to the bittereſt ene- 
my, ii. 107, And yet one 


patt of charity to the poor 


| 


- 


1s to examin into the qua- 
by of the ſubjects to 
whom it be applied, ii. 19, 


20. None can plead that 


they know not Where to 


apply their charities for 
EF of the'poor, ii. 
154.16, 21, See Charity, 
mercy, ricb. * 


| Power of the earth, how 
ib. Great mercy of thoſe bitter it's effects, i. 46. It 


pious matrons, whe em- cannot afford peace, i, i 


cruelty of ſuch apotheca- 


ploy themſelves in prepar- Praiſes of men getierally fa- 
ing wholeſome remedies 7 
tor the poor, ii. 19, Baſe 


1-to ſuch as liſten . to 
them, 1. 132. And even to 
thoſe who deſpiſe them, 


ries and others as put-off witneſs Dawid, i. 134. 
their damageddrugs to the Prayers not always abound 


poot, ii. ibid. To give the 
poor our tainted meats is ii. 


with good fruits, and why, 
ii 60 Not every bein 


an inſult rather than an act à prayer, i. 224, Nature 


e of prayer, i. 222, Condi- 


the Lord%'ptayer; i 


Ap. 'Laft prayers on 
5 dug of obligation, th laſt 


| N © Rx 


of external deportment, i. 
ibid. Compoſureof mind 
and heart, 1. ibid. Clean- 
neſs of both, i. 223, Not 
to aſk unlawful things, i. 
224. And lawful things of 
this earth only upon con- 
dition of their being con- 
ſiſtent with God's glory 


and our own ſalvation, i. 


223, 224. God's glo 
and our ſalvation F be 
aſk'd confidently, i. ibid; 
Aſſiduity and perſeverance 
neceſſary to make our 
prayers fruitful; i. ibid. 
- me in Ne 
of penury, ings an 
1 28. aa of 
prayer well perform {+ 
224, Sinners may 
0 t to , 232486. 
W by” which Buse 
may make their prayers as 
acceptable to God as thoſe 
of the ſaints, i. ibid. 
Prayers offer d for enemies 
are not alone fufficient to 


yer cauſe 


commiſſion'd by God, i. 
104, Not their perſonal 
merit, but their office, to 
be regarded, i. ibid. Phan- 
taſtic preachers like the 
workmen of Noadb, i. ibid. 


Preachers often miſtoncei- 


ved, i. ibid. The greatneſs 
of their obligations and 
dangers, i. 106. It is inthe- 
power of the laity to make 
preachers endeavour to be 
| and uſeful ones, i. 
ibid. Soothing flattering. 

hers com to Ne- 


ro, i. ib,ſ] The conduct of 
modern Chriſtians with re- 
gard to. theit preachers. 
e that of E2chjel'y audi- 
. ence, i. 107——Shame- 
ful proſtitution of the pul-- 


pit, by the new-fangled 
Nees 6 dp aka, 
country, i. 1% Why 
preachers ate forced to be 
— i 10: Ser Paſtors, 


1 Sermons, Morde, 


prove the perfet forgive - Predeſtination to gloty be- 


neſs of them, ii. 108, Prayers 
for the living and dead of 
"There is nd time or 4dvan- 
tage loſt to ourſelves in 
the prayers we offer to 
God, bid the behalf of o- 
thers, i. 19. Prayers to 
ſaints not againſt the belt 
commandment, ii. 9. 
The revengefat, m/ſaying 
lore 
God's vengeance on them- 
ſelves; ii. 126. A prayer 
againſt hell-torments, 11. 


” i. 


plank for qu t 
149: Why more crowded 
with a ſplendid congrega- 


* 


tion than any other in the 


day, ibid. Shocking beha- 
viour of ſome Chriſtiant at 


the fithionable outs of 
I. v 18 67 Why 


liſtiand who go often to 
Blue pes 
in virtue, fi. 69, How 
much better it were for 
them nevet to go'thither 


e 

motive | 0 8 roba Hen. 0 s l 
of mercy, ii. 5. The honout, f. 9. Preſence, real + 
poor miilt ast be tortured tions of prayer—Decency Preachers bee ae G e , 


. 
een 
© - — 2 
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longs to -— vu will be 
predeſtinated, i. 93: Our 
rede ſtina tion 1 ese 

free. i. i God wills 
all to be predeſtinated to 

ory, ib. and 98. Predeſ- 
tination in the ſenſe of - 
logins, # deteſtable doe 
trin, ij 94: Of Calvin al- 
ſo, i not 
refudiced by te catholie 
vin of predefifnation, . 
i. ibid. Predeftidation is; 
the joint work of God, and 
of us, i. ibid. Catholics. 


v ithout excuſe, if not pre- 
 definated to glory, f. 95. 


Practice not ſpeculation, 
mult decide our being pe - 
deſtined or reproved; i. 

Acting well is the in- 
Allie weng of leres 
ing our piedeſtination "to + 


eternal happineſs, 15-94; 
"to 98. Ain in or not 
acting well, is the ſure and 

ſole cauſe of our reproba- - 


i. 08 to 102 See Gi, 


E. Aion, 


| Free-ny not 


by Zuinglius, ii. 138. The 
faith of Catholics in the 
real preſence, of little uſe 
to ſuch of them as neglect 
to receive him often, ii. 
133. See Communion, Sa- 


cranment. 


Preſumption of St. Peter a 


leſſon to us to live in holy 


fear, ii. Ap. 45. Sure 


means of ruin, i. 157. 
Witneſs Goliab, ib. Paſt 
victories no juſt ground for 
-preſumption, i. 158. Wit- 
neſs Samp/on, i. 158. See 


Occaſons. 


Pride is the vice oppoſit to 


humility, ii. 76. How 
. prevailing among modern 
Chriſtians, ii. 75. It is a 


ſure way to ruin, ii. 76. 


 Haman was an inſtance of 
it, ibid. So were Adam and 
the impious Herod, ii. ibid. 
A man may have a great 
deal of pride, and yet be 
extremely puſillanimous & 
Tlow-minded, ii. 73. 


General 


nerous conduct of many of 
the laity with regard to 
them, i. 206 to 207. Cha- 
racter of the generality of 
detraQtors, from the repu- 
tation of prieſt, i. 7bid. 
Fatal effects to the laity 
from their miſconduct to 
rieſts, i. 208. The 
implicit precept of reve- 
rencing and eſteeming 
priefts, i. 210, Means to 
reap benefit from the moſt 
imperfect, i. 210 to 212. 
Irreverence to prieſts in 
former times, the chief 
cauſe of all the miſeries 
which the Church now 
ſuffersin this land, i. 212. 
If continued by the faith- 
ful of this age, they may 
Probably be left, by God's 
J 


udgment, without a prieſt 
to diſreſpect, i. 178, See 
Paſtors, Preachers, Pro- 
2 » ' Sermons, Nord of 


Primitive Chriſtians a re- 


Pride was the downfall of proach to modern ones, i. 


Lucifer and his legions, ii. 
76. Lucifer's pride be 
not by comparing himſelf 
with God, but by the vain 
-admiration of his own ex- 


..cellence, ii. ibid. Chriſt's 


hypoſtatic union put him 
at an infinit diſtance above 
the reach of pride, ii. 73. 


Prieſts are all alike, equal 


in their office, ii. 55. 
They may not now, as in 


St. Paul's days, work ma- 
-nually for their ſupport ; che 
and why, ii. Ap. 74. A Prop 


trading or intriguing prieſt 
declared a public pe . * 
Bo, Joon, i. 59. A prie 

bu in the management 


| of ſecular affairs, whether 


ãs an abſurdity of the mo 
diſorderly kind, ibid. A 
prieſt interfering in match- - 


of a ſtate or route ny 
A 


making, lawſuits, traffic, 


.* , politics, or 


lou a prieſt who 
Hon too much time in 
painting, cards or muſic, 


racter, i. ibid. Bad prieſts 
not ſo many . as 


viſh antagoniſt Dr. 


rde 
Act ſhamefully out of cha- i | 

theſe marks notorious in . 
- ſufficient in general for all 


115. 


Prophaners of holy 22 


Chriſt's anger againſt them, 
ii. 62. Impious violators 
of the common rules of 
-manners, ii. 63. 

eir ſhameful miſbehavi- 
our in God's temples, ii. 
65, 67. Such miſbeha- 
viour worſe than the ſacti- 
legious impiety of thoſe 
heretics and infidels who 


waſte, ii. 66. See Chur- 
s. | | 
hets.. Falſe ones, ii. 


merit by reſiſting them, ii. 
ibid, 52. They may be 


_ known from the true ones 
n 


B their fruits, 


the comman 
ii. 87. 
have laid God's temples Proud perſons are reſiſted 


IN D E X. 


hets can prove their miſ- 
on, as St. Paul did, ii. 
54 Diſuniting doQtrins 
the craft of hirelings and 
falſe prophets, ii. 55. 
How diſcouraged by St. 
Paul, ii. ibid. Means to 

ard againſt falſe prophets 
11. ibid. Falſe prophets 


And yet his miraculous 
providence we may and 
ought to confide in, and 
depend upon, whenever 


wanted, it. ibid. Induſtry 


is one, ii. 49. Innocence 
or repentance is another, 
ii. ibid. See Confidence, 
God, Mercy. 


one of the ſigns preceed- Publican. An inſtance of the 


ing the laſt and general 
judgment, ii. 137. Never 
ſo likely to exit as at pre- 
ſent, ii. ibid. Falſe a 
were Carloſtadius, ii. 1 905 
Zuinglius, Calvin, ii. ibid. 


efficacy of true repentance 
ii. 34. All are for pub- 
licly ſinning with Peter, but 
few are for repenting in 
ublic with the humble 
Þublican, ti. Ap. 48. 


And all their motley breed Puſillanimity of Chriſtians 


of Independents, Quakers, 
Anabaptiſts, and other an- 
tic names, ii. 139. So are 
72 33 ng Ah 

anſeniſts, 11. ibid. are 
a 222 a T—p, and 
eve Maß rophet, who 
ſets himſe 1 up for a new 
Chriſt, ii. 140. They are 


to be reſiſted by flight, ii. 


139. See Heretics, Paſ- 
tors, Priefts, Preachers, 


2 
Proteſtants falſe prophets 


all, ii. 137 to 140. Antic, 
motley denominations of 
them unknown to Chriſt 
and his Goſpel, ii. 139. 
Their inconſiſtency bears 
an analogy with that of 
muſhrooms, ii. 138. Pro- 
teſtant blaſphemy againſt 
ents of God 


by the Almighty, ii. 76. 
A man may be very proud 


and ambitious, and yet 
f fulneſs of them, 
41. ibid. That Chriſtians 
may be on their watch, and 


puſillanimous or mean ſpi- 
Tited, ii. 73. e 


proud man is like a ttee on 
a bleak and lofty moun- 


tain, expoſed to every dan- 
ger, ii. 76. See Humili- 
ty, Pride. 


ifference of their doc- Providence of God how li- 


trins from thoſe. of true 
n e e 
Met and t * 
ks of true 

iven by Chriſt, 
53. The oppoſition to 


ii. ib. 


the above - mention d ſec- 


— 44 - * „ os | . 
in rumour,/,-207- Unge- .taries, i- Bd. True pro- 


beral to all who confide in 
him, rightly, ii. 45. God's 
ordinary providence not 
leſs miraculous for being 
common, ii. ibid. Ingrati- 
tude of Chriſtians to the 
Divine Providence, ii. 46. 
God's ordinary-providence 


our neceſſities, ii. 48. 


in fearing to practiſe works 
of corporal mercy, ii. 19. 
Puſillanimity of Chriſtians 
in doubting of God's pro- 
vidence, is highly ungrate- 
ful, ii. 47. It is tempt- 
ing God to withdraw his 

rovidential care of them, 
ti. 48. Puſillanimity is 
not humility, ii. 73. 


Uakers are of thenum- 
ber of falſe Chriſts & 
lying prophets, fore- 

told by 8 il, as fore- 
running ſigns of his laſt 


Qu ent, 11. 139. 

ity in general too e- 
ranged from God to go 
to ſermons, where it muſt 
coſt them any inconveni- 
ence or humiliation, 1. 31. 
They often ſcourge Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the irtegulari- 
ties of their domeſtics not 
examin'd into or not re- 
medied, ii. A . 50. 

too often with their own 
pride, arrogance, unju 
extravagance, oppreſſion of 
their domeſtics, and ne- 
glect of the poor, ii. Ap. 
52. Luxury oftentimes 
cauſe of their apoſtatiz- 
ing, ii. Ap. 52. Laſt prayers 
on days. of obligation, is 
the laft plank for quality 
ſloth, i. 183. The ſcan- 
dalous behaviour of many 
of the modern chriſtian 
quality at the faſhionable 
hour of oe makes it 
- almoſt neceſſary for God's 
Miniſters to diſſuade their 
flock ſrom., churches 43 
well as thearg; . 6 


67. The quality of our 
ood-works ſhould be con- 
der'd by us, as well as 

the works themſelves, ii. 

19. Nay and the quality 

of ſubjects towards whom 

we practiſe works of mer- 
cy,ought to be weigh'd, for 
our mercy to be well-or- 

der d, ii. 19, 20. 

antity. In the relief we 
beſtow on our indigent 
neighbour, the quantity 
can be determined only by 
every-one's ability, ii. 19. 
ueſtions are often propoſ- 
ed by the laity to their paſ- 
tors and prieſts with a ſi- 
niſter intention, not unlike 
that of the lawyer tempt- 
ing Chriſt, ii. 78. The 
or ſhould not be tortur- 
ed with croſs-queſtions, 
when we relieve them, ii. 


20. 
R. 


ACHEL and Leah two 
proofs of the world's 
being worſt enemy to thoſe 
whom it flatters, 1. 47. 
She is a figure of the fa- 
vorit paſſions, for the gra- 


tification of which too ma- 


ny Chriſtians in the exa- 
men of their conſcience, 
labour to conceal their 
faults even from themſelves 
1.148. Jacob's love for her 
2 proof of what Chriſtians 
might and could do and 
ſuffer for God, did they 
truly love him, i. 217. 


Real Preſence. See Pre- 
ence. | 
lics. . See I, s. 


Religion, what? ii. 
Repentagce, ii. 28. Faces 
ragement for all, who have 


—PFuture re not 
to be depended upon, as 


an incitement to commit 


ſin, ii. 30. We cannot be 
ſure, once we ſhall have 
finned, that we ſhall! have 


the time for repentance, 


li. ibid, In finning there is 
little r that we 
ſhall have the will for re- 


pentance, ii. 32. The dan- 


x tance in the 
Fon, i. 122. He 


unhappily fallen, ii. 29. R 


of none. i. 98.” 


INDEX 


General 
ger of riſking ks. od time 


or repentance inſtanced in 
Core, Dathan and Abiram, 
it. 30. 
ſtanced in Jonathan, ii. 
31. The many caſualties 
which may obſtruct the 
power of repentance, ii. 
ib. Sickneſs before death 
frequently of no uſe to- 
wards repentance, ii. #6. 
Nor grey-hairs, ii. 33. 
The great odds againſt re- 
entance in ſinners, ii. ib. 
— difficult even to 
the willing, ibid. Our co- 
wardice and ſelf- love no 
helps to repentance, ii. 
ib. Nothing to be more 
depended on for paſt fins 
than an actual ſincere re- 
pentance, ii. ib. It is 


neceſſary to juſtify God's 


The folly of it in- 


Reſpe 


_- 


tion conſiſts in acting ill, 
or not acting well, bid. 
Reprobation of the ſyna- 
gogue, i. 100. God irre- 
roachable in it, i. 99. 
he much God had done 
to ſave them from repro- 
bation, i. 99 to 100. Ge- 
neral cauſes of reprobati- 
on, ii. 116 to 117. Wretch- 
ed condition of the reprov- 
ed, ii. 116. See Bad, 
Chrift, Election, Free-will, 
God, Good, Grace, Mercy, 
Predeſtination. 
due from children 
to parents, i. 32. From 
ſervants and apprentices 
to their ſuperiors, i. 10. 
Married people ſhould try 
to excell each the other in 
mutual teſpect to one- ano- 
ther, i. 16. 


mercy in our ſalvation, ii. Reſpect to holy places and 


Sodom, Gomorrha, 
Jaa, loſt for want of it, 


things. See Churches, [- 
mages. To God's miniſ- 


the glory they were origi- 
nal erated for is in 2 
ſenſe neceſſary to juſtify 
God's mercy to all men, 
ii. Ap. 20. Blaſphemous 
conſequences of the oppo- 
ſit opinion, ii. Ap. ib. In 
what ſenſe Chriſt is ſaidto 
come to reſtore all things, 
ii. Ap. 22. 


Reſurrection of Chriſt an in- 


expreſſible comfort to all 
Chriſtians, i. 190 
t made death itſelf a mat- 
ter of joy to holy Job, i. 
191. ſo it ſhould to 
us, i. ibid. It is the pledge 
of our immortality, i. 
192. Spiritual reſurrection 
of a chriſtian ſoul, what 
it conſiſts in, i. 193. It re- 
uires a total removal of 
| ſinful occaſions, i. ibid. 
And a perfeQ newneſs of 
affections, i. 195. 


ii. ibid. Repentance is one ters. See Paſtors, Preach- Revenge retaliated by God 


neceſſary condition in fin- 
ners to make their confi- 
dence in God's provident 
bounty reaſonable, ii. 49. 
Folly of Fudas's miſguid- 
ed repentance, ii. Ap. 
46. of St. 
Peter, ii. Ap. 48. 


Few _ 


ers, Prieſts. 


— of the world. Fruit- 


leſs folly of worldly re- 
ſpects, i. 50. Heinouſ- 
neſs and dangerous conſe- 
quences of worldly reſpe& 
inſtanced in the ſervants of 
Annas, ii. Ap. 47. 


Chriſtians imitate the Pub- in Pilate, ii. Ap. 4 


atoning for public ſcandal 
with a public IG 
ii. Ap. ibid. No - 
tance can be true, which 
does not ſet out with for- 


And 
lican and the Magdalen by ſus ſcourged by the 9 - 


man or worldly reſpe& of 
Pilate, ii. Ap. 50. How 
ſhamefully too many Chri- 
ſtians imitate the baſeneſ; 
of Pilates worldly re- 


ſaking finful occaſions, ii. ſpects, ii. Ap. 49 tog 7. See 
Ap. ibid. Progreſs of re- Attachments, Enjoyments, 


rodigal 


ive over offending, who 
— himſelf to repen- 
tance only when compell- 
ed, i. 162. See Contri- 
tion, | n 
robation of the wicked 
allegorized in the cockle, 
i. 82. Cauſe of it human 
indolence, i. 85. Means 
to eſcape it, ibid. and 87 
None incur reprobation 
againſt their will, i. 94. 
Reprobation of Catholics 
will leave them without 


excuſe, i. 96. God'origi- tution, ii. 41: 
bation Reſtoration. ' A general 


nally wills the 


Inferiors, World. 


not Reſtitution is to be made to 


God (in the holy ſacra- 
ment of penance) of that 
glory which fin attempted 
to rob him of, i. 145, Con- 
teſſion, without reſtitution 
made to our injured neigh-- 
bour, or to make it as 
ſoon as poſſible, is not on- 
ly invalid but facrilegious, 
i. 146, 147. The man who 
is poſſeſt of any part of his 
neighbours property, has 
no right to give c £ 
till he has firſt made reſti- 


re- 


proba- ſtora tion of all mankind to 


even in this life on thoſe 
who ſeek it againſt others, 
ii. 125. 's revenge is 
erally moſt cryingly un- 
juſt, even humanly ſpeak- 
ing, ii. ibid. And never 
ju » chriſtianly ſpeaking, 
ii. 126. Every reven 
which man can exert 1s 
ſhamefully precipitate and 
out of time till God has 
revenged on man the blood 
of his eternal ſon, ii. 114. 


Revengeful are out of the 


reach of God's mercy and 
why, it. 126. All facrifi- 
ces of the revengeful are 


odious to God ii. ibid. P 


ven martyrdom itſelf, tho? 
ſuffer'd tor God's cauſe, 
ii. 127. The eternal con- 
demngtion of the — 
ful extremely reaſonable, 
ii. 127. And no more than 
what themſelves requeſtin 
the Lord's prayer, ii. 127. 
The revengeful are more 
impious than — moſt — 
crilegious d 0 

Gods. renngdad,-A0> 126. 
See Charity, Forgiveneſs, i 


Rich men t to 22 
2 
but even for the c- 


tion of the and their 
n lf e 


Saber i 16. , They . 
dut ſtewards and treaſurers 
for the poor ibid. and ii. 


14: A. little . — of the 
perfluities hey, hat 
—.— Fay 3 gear 
duty; ibid. They are e 
eleſs, if not merciful 4 


the 1 ii. 15. Nay they 


255 


hes of the poor 
nian's blood and traitors to 
the truſt God has repoſed 
in them, ii. ih. The rich 
are liable to the ſame mĩ- 


ſeries as the poor, 1. 46. 


Totments of the rich even 
in this life; i. 2 197 
Eſpecially when reduced 
or their ambition humbled 


i. 44- The rieh muſt not 


wait till the poor appear 


10 impor tune them, but 


muſt go in fearch of them, 


Mercy, Poor 


Riches, i it what ſenſe a de- 


firable 00d, i 1. 134. 199. 
y ſpeaking mendi- 
city is a happler ſtate, 4. 
: 425 Riches are incapable 


rehafing one minutes 


true content, i. 199. ares 


General 
. % See Communi- 


en. Sacrament of penance | 
is the delegate of the di- Saz/'s whole ruin the effect 


vine indignation; i. 147. 
Abuſes committed in the 


2 parts of the holy Scandal. 


ament of penance, 1. 
141 to 147 Cauſes of ſuch 
abuſes and the means to 
remove „i. 147 to 154 
See Confeſſion, Contrition, 
23 Repentance, Sa- 


e ee 4 modern here- 85 Ap. 48. __ ſcan- 


etold by St. Hypo- | 


11. 138. 


tics 


litus, 
Saints EP as frail and iu- 


eonftant by nature as 72 
can be, i. 172, 185. 
ners may render their 


Prayers as acceptable to 


God as thoſe of the ſaints, 


i. 223. Praying to ſaints to be 
ü. 125 2 See Charity, is not againſt the firſt com- 


mandment, ii. Tk 
between the. joy of the Nen of our enemies is hot /edpe 


91. Odds 


ſaints in Heaven over the 


falvation- of the juſt and the hei 


the converſion of a ſinner 
proves! the great odds a- 


inſt a ſinner's repenting, 
«29. 


and paĩns atten gad 123 with all his wiſdom 


4. 114. To be obliged to 


be charitable to the poor, 
it is not neceſſary our- 


ſelves ſhould wallow is Gh 


riches. See Charity, Mer- 
e Pear: 
overthrown by don- 


of true humility, 


> \ > 8 4 Ih 
CAcrament of the holy 
oh alluded to in 
7 


xiv.) A cer- 
z arid call a 
3 . 22. aſtitution vf 


this holy ſacrament a di- 


vine favour to man, of the 
-bigheſt gatufe, ii. 23. 
 Ghameful 


holy ſacrament in many 


{-negle of this peni 


i. 134. They are deſtruc- was fooliſh, while he want- 
95 77 — ole i- 8 ſelf-knowled 8 $4 24. 
neſs, i. 135 colt no Salvation origi 
leſs a price than our whole by the Alaiphey deg 

quiet and ſafety, i. ibid. men, ii. 115. 15 — of 
Prey muſt have an end too our 2 


on our concurrence with 


the divine grace, ii: 118. 
See Fledſom Cathdlics, 
s. Chriſtians, Free- 


„ God, Good, 
ob Prede 8 
probation; Micted, World. 


Rhade: 
wradiftion to Chriſt, i. 40. Samyſon a proof that 
an en of the victories nt no enco = 


ment to ſent or P 
898 i. [ris an 
com- 


— in Gi tha third part of 


the holy r of 
nante; I. 145 to 14 

render ſacramiental confel. 
oh not only invalid but 
facrilegious, i. ibid. Sin- 
nets owe to Ged's injured u 
honour, beſides 1 epentance 
of heart, a Kaisten of 
wotks, i. 146. The truly 
tent think no ſatiofae. 
tion, they can make for 


knowledge, i. 24. 


. 


Sicinian miniſter of — 
Church of England] in 
qu 77 Scripture upon 
is ſubjeR, ii. Ap. Ii, iv. 
His ſophiſtic Micantty 
with ſer tural miles, 2 ii. 
Ap. iv. His quibbles about 
theſe terms in Scripture : 
i. 228, By ill example » and Ales confuted 
weak brethren, i. ib. li. Ap: iv. Certain rule to 
much more by giving Fo know, when theſe terms 
to heretics or infidels, arid iy abvve-meritioned 
i ibid. Public ſcaridal ſel- (in Scripture) are to be 
m publicly atoned for, taken, in a limited ſenfe, 
for an age, or certain de- 


their ſins, too great, i. 
14. See Reftitution. 


of a miſerable want of (elf 
angerous conſe- 


ences of ase ig can- 
dal 7 the faith of Chrift, 


1 paſtors. See Mort, fermined eriod; ardwher 
S Preachers. = in an u inifted fenſe * 
Chrift, Example, Teſti an endleſs duration, 
ci y. and 22. 
der ig and berety the de- Selt-denial, 8 to 
mg of rare th in thoſe who will take 
Erveres a5. And is like eheit Croſs & follow Chih 
e N own ii. 102. Means to xttain to 
Table country, i. ib to this, it. 75. 


Self-knowledge. See Know- 


chriſtian e but Self love. See Love. 

of fevenige, ii. Self- neglect of man carried 
124. See Contempt. | 1 an excefs of meannelſ. 
133. How ititori 


ee On reading the 51 Wich bis exceſs of 


15 wit Rat, pride, ii. 15 

195K e ad ſuperf y bj Selber The. ettufe of bur 
the general ity, and pul worldly miſetles, is not ſo 
ibid. Perdiiiva of ſuch as much in the World as in 
read them withou wa due out (elves, i. 48. 
diſpo ich, ii. 15. iſpoſi- Senſitive attachments even 
tions requiſit fowards rod to Chriſt, not ,pleafing to 
ing then, ii. 97. re Hit, 1. 218. See Attach 

ſes than, one in holy ments, Enfeynenti, Plia- 
ſcriptures, i li. 93. To clear ſures. 


which relate immediat 
to God, nat only. the h 
ſcriptures, but the divind the brutes, ii. 129 1. 
attributes myſt be kept in Sermoris, efficacy of them 
view, ii. Ap. iii. Eternity in themſelves, 1. Jos. 


up docttins of ata Setiſualiſts ſcourge Chriſt o- 
e 


yer-afain, ii. Ap. 
Senor ſinks men eneith 


of hell- torments proved by y Gatten ef th of them W | 


holy ſeriptures, ii. * riſtians of this Ke 


9 to 14, 22, 23, 25. 


country, i. J. Through 

the texts of feripture ſuot- their Ape 5 W, Chit 
ed by hereties againſt the 51d. 105, 106 

eternity of hell-torments * are better ple at 
confirm the belief of it, ii. a play or other prophane 
Ap. 25. Why the terms, entertainment than at : 
ever, newer, eternal, ever- ſermon, i. 9. Cauſes 6 
laſting, and the like, tho* the incticacy of ſertions 

uſed equivocally in Scrip- exiſtent in the preacher, | 
ture, muſt always be taken 103. In the ſermons them 
for an unlimited duration, ſelves, I. 168, In Eng ft 
when 1 g. of the dam- ers, f. 106. latteningz le 
ned, ii. A mons moſt liked, i 1. 


uſed by Mr. Whifon (the Diſpolitios ef nh 
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earers, i. 107. Not un- 
ke that of Chriſtians at a 
ſermon, i. ibid. Vanity of 
the preachers of this time 
and country, i. ibid. Ob- 
ſtacles to the fruit of 
Chriſtian ſermons, i. ibid. 
Shameful proſtitution of 
the pulpit in theſe king- 
doms and times, i. 108. 
Deplorable corruption of 
their hearers in general, i. 
ibid. Idle uſe made of 
ſermons, i. ibid. St. PauPs 
Farewell ſermon, ii. Ap. 
67 to 68. See Preachers, 
Word of Ged. 


Serpent. The brazen ſer- 


pent erected in the deſert, 
1. 47- An argument that 
the beſt antidote to our 
fondneſs for the world 
would be a frequent conſi- 
deration of it's baſe treat- 
ment of us, i. ibid. 


Servants, whether bound or 


free, owe obedience, love, 
faith and reſpect to thoſe 
they ſerve, 1. 32. The 

yment of their juſt hire 

an act of juſtice, but not 
of mercy, ii. Ap. 8. Ten- 
derneſs due to them when 
ſick, ii. 12. Chriftian ſer- 


vants, the deareſt part of 


Chriſt's flock, ii. Ap. 50. 
Shocking behaviour of too 
many Chriſtians at the faſh- 
ionable hours of prayer, 
il. 65. See Inferiors, ſu- 


vort. 


Severity exerted by Jeſus on 


his own facred perſon to 
ſatisfy for our o $, It. 


Ap. 39, 40. 

Sic 2 one of the tempo- 
ral puniſhments mention d 
by K. Paul as ſent by God 

to unworthy communi- 

cants, ii. 135. Long ſick- 
neſs tho” given as a warn- 
ing before death is often- 
times of no uſe towards 
repentance, ii. 31. What 

Behaviour proper in fick- 

neſs, it. 119. conduct of the 

nobleman of Capernaum, 
on his ſon's ſickneſs, ſhould 


be a leſſon to us, ii. 16. 
Sickneſs neceſſary for the 
exerciſe of certain'virtues, di 
ii. 120. Sickneſs not the 


proper time for acquiring 


General 


victuous habits, it. 121. 
How to behave before ſick- 
nefs, ii. 1 20 to 122. How 


in it, ii.121, 122.And how Single life more honourable i. 123. 


IND 


pair the miſchiefs done to tions, i. 122. But reaſon to 
man by original fin, ii. Ap. draw from them matter ef 
20. See Sin, Sinners. comfort and thankſgiving, 


Various ſnares 


after it, ii. 122. Delays of than wedlock, i. 62. Se- which the flock of Chritt 
for 


recurring to God in the ,rious refleQions 
bingle men to make 


beginning of ſickneſs 
fooliſh and hazardous, ii. 
122. Sickneſs is a 
cious uſeful viſit of God if 
right] taken, ii. #6. It is 
the fk 
virtue, ii. 15. Great uſe 
-of ſeeking God in the be- 
innings of fickneſs, ii. 10. 
range unfaithfulneſs of 
the generality of Chriſti- 
ans 0n recovery from fick- 


ool of practical vir- Sins of the Chriſtians in ge- 


have reafon to apprehend 
> men from reprobate finners, ii. 
marriage, i. 63. Other + 70. Hell the i 


reflections proper for ſingle obate finners, ii. 
women, i. 64. See — Ap. 62. See Wicked: 
riage. Soth. See Induſtry: 


a Slownefs of God to puniſh 
neral of this nation cry ſhould not encourage us to 
out to Heaven for venge- fin, but alarm us to repent 
geance, i. 37. The world i. 42. His ſlowneſs to an- 
was drown'd for lefs fins ger, when abuſed; is ſue- 
than ours, i. 38, See Fin, ceeded by dreadful wrath, 


Sinners. | 


i 36. See Communion, 


neſs, ii. 125. How hei- Sinners, if penitent, have Delays, Dilatory, Cod, 


nous and hazardous, ii. 
ib. How to avoid ſuch a 
dangerous conduct, ii. 
123. To viſit, compaſ- 
fionate, relieve and conſole 
our neigbbour, when af- 
flicted with fickneſs, is an 
act of corporal mercy we 
owe to him, ii. 10. We 
are bound to the full ex- 
tent of our power, not on- 

to relieve a neighbour 
in ſickneſs, but to guard 
him from it, by the other 
duties of corporal mercy, 
ibid. Analogy between 
this and the ſpiritual mer- 
cy of correcting the ſinner, 
i. 14. See Health. 


Silence, what is meant b 


talkative filence in confe 
ſion, i. 145. 

Sin the original cauſe of 
death, ii. 129. And the 
ſting of it, ii. Ap: 23. St. 
Paul's meaning in the 
words: Where fin abound 
ed, grace did much more a- 
bound, ii. Ap. 24. Sin the 
cauſe of Teſuss agony, ii. 
Ap. 43. ere 13 no par- 
nin 
50. Sin ĩs an exotic in hu- 
man hearts, i, 84. The 
ſeed of Satan, 1. ibid. Ma- 
lignancy of fin, H. Ap. $0. 
Strange effects of it, i. 84. 
Many a favorit fin hidden 
in our conſcience by our 
ſhons, i. 149. Original 

the cauſe of man's firſt 
A er ii. 129. Ap. 

20. In what ſenfe God ſets 

all engines to work to re- 


the ſame reaſon to confide Life, Repentance. 
in God's goodneſs and pro- Society greatly promoted by 
videnee as the Ju, it. 47. mutual complacency in 
Meekneſs'of Chriſt to the individuals, i, 20. The 
ners in general, ii. 62. erecting and contributing 
Every ſinner in à ſtate of to the —— of charita- 
mortal guiltis dead to Hea- ble focieties, a great act of 
ven and the Church, ii. 96. mercy, ii. 21. 


Every ſuch ſinner ſtands Sodom and Gomorrha loft for 


in need of a miracle of want of repentance, ©. 
A + 1 RT 
ife of converhon, ii. 76. Soldier. A French ſoldier, x 
And that miracle ſhould noble inſtance. of ſpiritual 
not be depended on by ſin- mercy and chriſtian liber- 
ners as an encouragement ty, ii 16. 

to fin; inaſmuch 4s it is Sollicitude. Had Chriſtians 
very rare, ii. ib. On the a ſollicitude for the erer- 
contrary it ſhould ſerve as nal future, equal to their 
a terror to avert them from anxiety for the preſent 
ſinning, ibid. Sinners take temporal; they would foon 


-part with death and the become perfect, TH 130. : 


devil, ii. 129. Chriſt cru- Son. The Prodigal Son was 
cified recommends himſelf an inftance of the world's 
into the hands of finners, baſe manner of creating 
ii. Ap. 64. Unrelenting its followers, i. 96. | 

ſinners com to the in- confuſion ſufficient to de- 
human Tullia, il. Ap. 65. ter others from his fault, 
Sinners have no tears to i. 165. The implacable 


ſpare for the miſeries of hatred of an unnatural ſon * 


others, ii. Ap. 57. Not againſt his father, conquer- 
even for th Chriſt, ed by his parents more ex- 


ibid. Sinners, as well as cefſive tenderneſs, i. 160; | 


the juſt, and even more, Application of it to Chriltt's 
ſtand in need of frequent os. Cage LES. 
worthy application to ho- Sorrows of the good and Io 
ly communion, ii. 134. bad compared, 1. 21 15 | 
After penitent confeſſion it forrows of the juſt Ii ** 
is — . them towards but eaſy. of carriage, 1. 
perſeyering in their gcod 217. They ate matter of 
purpoſes and acquiring the emulation, i. 215, 
virtues and virtuous babits of everlaſting joy, 1-2 
they want, ii. ibid. Truly are preſervatives 4- 


ey N n 
| ſingers have no gainſt eternal ſorrows, * » 
am or murmur at afflic- 160, Sorrow of heart Ba * 


a. 


"I 1 l . 


8 


0 


ceſſary both to contrition 
and 80 attrition, i. 150. 


* 


s. &* 744 
y — value which 
i | ets upon'eyery rati- 
* N onal ſoul, . 148. The 
ö inſinit value which we 
therefore ought to ſet each 
wy own ſoul, ii. 119. 
| he ſeparation of ſoul and 
| | body extremely violent, i. 
il 119. Alluded to in the hiſ- 
4 tory of two ſiſters natives 
. of Greece, i. ibid. | 
a nuptial - garment of our 
| ſoul, is the love of God, 
: ii. 80. This nation is 
preſerved as yet from the 
ruin due to its iniquity, on- 
7 on account of a few 
Z faithful ſouls, i. 41. Im- 
/ portance of theirperſever- 
4 - 15 in faith and piety, ib. 
e holy fear it behoves 


Generat I N D E X. 


ignorant under their care 


and to provide for their 


neceſſities, i. 16 to 17. Su- 


periors, while they diſ- 
charge their duty by their 
inferiors, have a right to 
faith, love, obedience, and 
reſpect from them, i. 32. 
Their dependents are 


ought to diſcountenance 


even reprove with mo- 


deſty their vices, i. 16. 


They are not to be ſerved 
or obey'd at the expence 
of God's honour, ibid. 
Yet are they many of them 
never ſo well pleaſed, as 


ing from a pute ſource, ii. 
Ap. ib id. But the tears of ſin- 
ners can only diſguſt him, 
while they flow from a cor- 
rupted ſpring, ii. Ap. ibid. 
It muſt be an obduracy 
worſe than that of devils, 
for a man, who can ſhed 
tears for a temporal loſs, 
not to weep over the me- 


mory of crucified Jeſus, 


ii. Ap. 63. Tears of the 
juſt abound with endleſs 
joy, i. 216. See y 
Croſſes, Toys, Pa ſſion, Sor- 
rows, Temptations, Tribu- 
tions. | 


when ſo -ſerved, ii. Ap. Temples of God. See Chur- 


47. They generally ſhare ches. 
in the —— of — de- Temptations ſubmitted to 


pendents, and often claim 10 -hriſt, and why, i. 118. 
the greateſt part in their His temptations only ex- 


eue ii. Ap. 50. See In- ternal, i. 117, 118. Vet did he 


eriors, Maſters, Parents, prepare againſt them, and 


* * 
good example, i. 227. Dan- 


gerous conſequences of 
iving teſtimony againſt 
hriſt, i. ibid. By ſcandal 
to weak brethren, i. 228. 


Much more to thoſe with- 


out, i. ibid. See Catholics, 
Chrift, Chriſtians. 

Time. See Delays, Dila- 
tory, Life, Loiterers, Slow- 


4. 
Tobiah, great example of 
the practice of works of 
NN. to Chriſtians, ii. 
12. His fon great example 
of the purity with which 
the marriage State ſhould 
be conſide r d and treated, 
i. 81, 70. 
Tomyris a ſtrong inſtance of 
the juſt reſentment which 
murder raiſes in the breaſt 
of injured ſurvivors, i.173. 
Her ſtory applied ta the 


Servants. 


eſus ſweats blood, 


them to proceed with, j. Sweat. 


why, i. 117. Many are our paſſion of Chriſt, i. ibid. 
temptations ; yet we are Dr. T—p's abſurd impieties 
our own worſt temptors, expoſed, i. 61.—ii. 52, 53, 


ibid. Danger of their mi 
ling with and copyin te 
manners of the unfaich 
i. ibid. | 
Spiritual comforts it is dan- 
gerous to be attach'd to, 
i. 320. often dege- 
nerate into ſpiritual pride. 
i. ibid. The greateſt ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings may — 
come the ſevereſt curſes, 
if we make not God the 
chief mover of our affec- 
tions, i. ibid. _ 
Spiritualiſts. Falſe ſpiritua- 
liſts are. mere loiterers and 
_ triſters, i. 59. L 
Sͤteadineſs of the centurton 
in the contemplation of 
. Chriſt: on his Croſs, the 
= "cauſe of his compunCtion. 
r i. 154. This a [Mon for 
| us to contemplate the paſ- 
ion of Chriſt, i. 15. 


es St. Stephen a proof of the 
= -, wondrous effects of filial 
oh . confidence in God. ii. 50. 
= Sufferings, See A lictions, 
FR Croſſes, Paſſion, Sorrows, 


Temptations, Tribulations. 
Superiors, bound to corre 
-their inferiors when faulty 
L. 16. Their connivance 
with the irregularities of 
abeſc is cruelty to exceſs, 
19. Superiors of all 
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and why, ii. Ap. 42 to 
43- 


ful, Symmachus, the Pagan's wiſe 


reflection worthy of a =—_—_ 
ſtian's application, i. 40. 


- OR | 

Ears. Eve rt of 
our Cs cafes 

calls aloud for tears, ii. 
Ap. 36. Chriſtians may 
ſhed tears over the memo- 
7 of ſuffering Chriſt at 
ee coſt, ii. Ap. ibid. 37. 


i. 117, & 118. God tempts, 
but not to evil, i. 117. Nor 
above our ſtrength, ibid. 
and 138. External tempta- 
tions of ſome ſorts, a deſi- 


rable good, i. 118. Earthly 


leaſures are a dangerous 
find of temptations, 1. I 29. 
They are 1n league wi 
our paſſions, i. ibid. See 
Aftlitions, Attachments , 
Croſſes, Enjoyment, Plea- 
ſures, Serrows, Tribula- 


Whereas the Jews were tions. 
forced to Pay a ſevere tax St. Tereſa's conſtant deſire 
ca 


for the ſcanty liberty of 


and petition to her divine 


2 
Tribulations make us re- 


cur to Chriſt, i. 129, They 
are of three ſorts, i. 119. 
—ii. 98. Thoſe which 
come trom God, either im- 
mediately, or by the means 
of his creatures, are far 
more meritorious than any 
of our own chuſing, and 
why, 1.119,—ii.99. By ma- 
ny tribulations we are to 
enter into the kingdom of 
God. i. 136. See Affidions, 
Croſſes, Paſſion, Sorrow®, 
Tears, Temptations. 


ſhedding a few tears over ſpouſe, to ſuffer or die for B. Trinity, ii. 1. Greatneſs 


Jeruſalem * li. Ap. 
36, 37. his their 
ardihip a juſt judgment of 
inſulted —.— ti. Ap. 
ibid. Jeſus wept tears of 
blood through every pore 
in his agony, ii. Ap. 42. 
How we ought to accom- 
pany the tears of agoniz- 
ing Teſus, ii. Ap. 44. 
Act of contrition ſuited to 
the ſubjeR, ii. Ap. ibid. 
Ihe tears of the daughters 
of Jeruſalem over him, re- 
jected by Chriſt, and why, 
li. Ab: 5 The tears of 
is blefled mother accep- 
table to him, even though 


his ſake, i. 215. 
Tertullian's argument a- 
gainſt the infidels of his 
time, drawn from their 
miſbehaviour in their tem- 
ples, might now o days be 
retorted by unbelievers a- 
| goa too many Chriſtians 
or their irreverence in 
chriſtian churches, ii. 66. 
Teſtimony to be given of 
Chriſt by all Chriſtians, i. 
225. Duty of Catholics to 
ive that teſtimony, i. 226. 
eir judgment ho don't 
do ſo, i. 227. Their ad- 
vantages who do give teſ- 
timony of him, i. 226. It 


to inſtruct the tormenting, becauſe flow- is to be done by giving ment forbids 


and incomprehenſibllity of 
this divine myſtery, re- 
vealed to St. Auguſtin, li. 
ib, The belief of it neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, ii. ib, 
The teaching it, is of di- 
vine precept, ii. 2. Not 
within the reach of human 
reaſon to comprehend, yet. 
not againſt human reaſon 
to believe, ii. 2, 6. Some 
humble ſimiilies alledged to- 
wards 8 the mo- 
tives of this myttery's cte- 
dibility, ii. 6 to 7. How 
to 3 the Bleſſed Tti- 
nity, ii. 8. | 
Truth. The firſt command- 
all doubts - 
ae 


Aer . 


* 
W255 +x 


General 


of God's reveal'd truths and a ſoul enrich'd with 


ii. 90. God's unalterable fanctifying 


ce, i. ibid. 


truth requires the impeni- See Holy Ghoſt. 
tent wicked to be puniſh'd Unity of God is demonſtra- 


eternally, ii. Ap. 17- 
God, Eternity. 

Tullia, that human mon- 
ſter's relentleſs 2 — 
ii. Ap. 65. pattern 


for ſuch relentleſs ſinners i. 43 to $3: 
as can hear the recital of Vanity o 


our divine Saviour's paſ- 
ſion without melting into 
compunction and repen- 
tance, ii. 10 ibid. 


U 


by which he reſembles 
God, in his nature, ii. 6. 
—ii. 128, God's goodneſs 
to man in endowing him 
with an underſtanding ca- 
pable of knowing him, i. 
111.— ii. 129. 

underſtandings, to liken us 
to God ſupernaturally, muſt 


See ble and demonſtrated, ii. 


: v 
Vr. Sunday, what? 


i. 42. Sermon on it, 


earthly pleaſures. 
See Pleaſures. Of women, 
i. 29, 108.—ii. 129. Of 
the world. See World. Of 
the joys of wicked world- 


lings. See Enjoyments, Joys, 


Nderſtanding of man Pleaſures, World. 
is one of the three Vice. 
eſſential powers of his toul Vigilance of bow great im- Wicked 


See Sin. 


ortance in the affairs of 
alvation, i. 54. How ne- 
ceſſary to guard our hearts 
from the pleaſures of the 
earth, i. 136. To one us 
from our natural incon- 
ſtancy, 1, 178; And from 
the artful ſnares of the 
wicked, ii. Ap. 70. 


be fill'd with thoughts of Violence neceſſary: to gain 


Heaven more than of the 
world, ii. 128. To raiſe 
our feeble underſtandings 
to the knowledge of God's 
reveal'd truths, we have 
need of the gift of faith it. 
89. What ſublime know- 
ledges are given to the 
underſtandi of ſuch as 
receive the Holy Ghoſt in 
the habit of fanQifying 
| i. 230. The ſub- 
imeſt underſtanding of no 
other uſe to us towards 
knowin 
the bleſſed Trinity, than 
Juſt to point out to us the 
reaſonableneſs of our hum- 


ble belief, ii. 6. Spite of 


the corruption af heart, 
which makes reprobate 
fools wiſh there was no 
God; their ſelf-convicted 
underſtandings compell 


them to à certainty of his hien. The: treatiſe- 
Mr. Whifton, the Socingan 


awful exiſtence; © ii. 5, 


89. 
Union of the heart with 
God is one of the bleſſed 
fruits of receiving the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt by means of ſanc- 
tifying grace, 1..230. No- 
thing can be more intimate 
the union ſubſiſtin 


the myſtery of 


Heaven, i. 98:—4. 136. 
And conſequently neceſſa- 
ry in order to conquer the 
devil, the world, and our- 
ſelves, i. 98. 


Virginity a more honoura- 


ble ſtate than matrimony, 


i. 62. Chriſt leſſen'd not 
the dignity of the matri» 
monial ſtate by raifing vis- 


inity above it, ih 
irtue is it's own reward, i. 
39. It is belied. by the 
world, i. 196. It's begin- 
nings rugged, but it's ad- 
vances pleaſant, i. 216. 
Inſtance of it in the //rae- 
lites, ibid. Every. virtue is 
uſeleſs to eternity without 
the love of God above all 
things, it. = 


Bdlock. See- Marri- 
Vage. F 
of 


miniſter- of the Church of 
England, againſt the eter- 
nity of helk-torments, is 


void of all manner ofw 4 


ii. Ap. iii. Subſtance o 


arguments againſt that e- 


ternity, ii. Ap. ib. His 


method of handling Scri 
between the Holy Ghot | Po 


IN D E X. 


ture, ibid. and iv. And 
— : — & _ He 
mi ies the au- 
done — dhe fathers (in 
avour of purgatory) a- 
inſt — wat 4 ) ii. 
— iv. His ſopbiſtical 
2 with ſeriptural 
iles, ii. Ap. #6. His 
chicanery about the. terms 
and Ales confuted, 

ii. Ap. ibid. His quibbles 
about the ſecond death 


of filial-confidence in Gad; 


ii. 95. Literal ſenſegf the 
paſſage co I | 


Mr Cx- 


Din, i 94. Oh 


r Lord's 
compaſſion on hery- a rare 


xample of merey for us 
to copy, ii. 94, 95. Morah 
paſſage 


ſenſe of the ſame 
explain d, ii. 95. Allego 
ſenſe of it, ii. 95. The wi 
dow of Naim a figure of 
the Church lamenting the 
loſs of a ſinner, ii. 1014. 


(On in the Apoca- Widow-hood an honoura-- 


lypſe) loded, ii. A . vi. 
Other abſurdities of this 
gentleman expoſed, ii. Ap. 


ili. iv. 


cockle, i. 82. They are 
permitted by God to mix 
with" the in the 
Church, i. 83. And why, 
i. 85, 86. It is not 
the will of God that any 
ſhould be wicked, i. 83. 
The wicked more numer- 
ous than the good, 1. gt x 
85. Not to be 
ways or eaſily diſtinguith'd 
from the good in this life, 
i. 82. 84, 85, ——A ca- 
ital miſtake in the con- 
uct of the wicked, ii. 


ble ſtate and next in repu- 


— 7. to a marriage · life, i. 
2. | 


Wife of Zo: & ſample of the 
rized in the dilatory, i. 168. 
Wiſdom of God is one con- 


ſideratiog which lays man 
under an indiſpenſable ob- 


ligation of filial confidence 


in him, ii. 46. Wiſdom 
— men, 23 God, 4 
4 olly in t | 
of = world is vides 
with God, i. go. - Created: 
wiſdom not only uſeleſs: 
but dangerous to UWman 
without a competency of. 


* 


ſelf-knowledge, „ 24 F. 


ibid. See Folly. | 


57. God's infinit juſtice Wiſe. The wiſeſt of men 


reconciled with his infinit made the. moſt fooliſh of 
mercy- in the eternal pu- 


niſhment of the wicked, 
ü. Ap. 18. God's creating 
all men to be happy not 


inconſiſtent with his eter- Wives. 
nally e wicked Witneſs: 


ii. Ap. 18; 'Lhe falſe ten- 
derneſs. of the wicked, with 
regard to the damn'd, is 
an attempt of impious cru- 
elty with regard to God, 
ii. Ap. 10. * See Bad, 


Sinner. e 


Widow, it is no erime fbr a 


widow left child-leſs, not 
to marry again but the 
contrary; i: 62. The wi- 
dow's gift acceptable* to 
God, tho' but a mite, it, 
19. The widow of Sareph- 
tas jar of oil a manifeſt 
root that works of mercy 
che an efficacious means of 
multipfcation even oftem- 
poral bleſſings, ii. 21. The. 
widow of Naiman inſtance 
of the. miraculous efficacy 


figures, for want oa com- 


132 of him- 

If, i. ibid. » Knows- 

— WIGS 
dee Marriage: 


Obligation of 
Chriſtians to bear witneſs; 
of Chriſt See Teftimony. + 


Wolves, ravenous wolves : 


who and how dan ous, . 
it. 52 to. 156,47 137 


to 140. Ap. 68 7% 


Means to guard againſt 
them, ii. 55;——1i7 139, Ap. 


68, 70. 

Women: Vanity of theige»- 
nerality of: them; i; 49. 
i. 128. Privileges" 
the women, i. 8. 
Meanneſs as well as du 


tice of 


with blows, i- id They 


are ſtiled by the Church 


the devout ſex, i. 140i. 


65: Hom win ſhould 1 ge > 
4 at urch, M. 4" 
_ is what ety : A 
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Word of Cod. Ss 34- 
of mo- 


dern "gg de this 
Particu T, ii. 5 : 
 Excuſclels in than 
would. have been in the 
Jews, ii. ibid. Diſpoſiti- 
ons required to hear the 
word of God with fruit, 
u. ibid, The going to hear 
it out of — for a- 
— 2 5 time, 
na proper diſpoſition, ii. 
36. ang ii. Ap. 69. Pre- 
vious diſpoſitions required 
u. 36. RacolleQion, ii. 
For And prayer, ii. 37- 
iſpakitipns ' neceſſary 1 
of hearingithe word 


* 


dif 


Fruit of the word of God | 
often loſt to the hearers . 


3 for want of application of 
; it to themſelvęs, ii. 565 
| m Haid, u. 19. 
Word of God read 2 
a ficially and why, ii. 93. Per- 
= dition of reading the word 


Adee e Dipole 


uit read it pro- 


Works of e 
e powerful means to at- 
— Holy Ghoſt into 


See 
15 t to 1 
a 1 1 


$3. Nor faith with 
255d works, f. 4 | 


* 


—_ 


= © * - 4 
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= 


wy not . 109, 
N ; Mercy, ., See 


to 
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World's 2 | t 
eln followers, miſery © 


of 


- 
- 


More 


il. ticulars, 1. 48. The ſur- 


5 pie: #7 


world, ii. | 
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every fort, i. 44. Vet 45.—4. 168. God is ne- 
is it ſhamefully follou d by ver by any means to be 
Chriſtians, i. 48. How it flighted for the world, i. 
rewards thoſe who purſue 49. Glotious example of 
it, i. bid. It's rewards are contempt of the world in 
all extremely bitter, i. 46. the bleſſed Martyr St. Di- 
It is worſt enemy to ofſcorus, ibid. Shameful op- 
thoſe whom it flatters, i. ion of conduct in mo- 
46. Proofs of this, i. 46 dern Chriſtians, i. 25. In- 
to 47. To conquer the ſtance in the Prodigal Son 
world, it is not abſplutely of the world's baſe man- 

y to flee from it, ner of treating it's follow- 
but to about and re- ers, i. 96. Who are the 
ſult it, i. 47. The beſt Children of this world? ii. 
way to * all inordĩi- 56. Their ſhameful in- 
nate love fur the world, is duſtry, ii. 57. See. At- 
t6/conſider conſtantly. how tachments,, Enjoyments, 
baſely it treats us, i. 48. Pleaſures. e | 
Inſtance in the brazen ſer- Worldlings how laboriou 


pent, i. 47. The beſt in fruitleſs induſtry, ii. 
way to flee from the world ibid. Extreme folly of it, ii. 


— — raps 
to ſupply worldlings wi 

3. ery is 1 e 
— worldlings in ev 

ſtate, 1. 44- ir joy is 
matter of. the greateſt pr 
ty, i. 213 to 245. The 
journal of worldlings, i. 


167. 
are great 


i, * 
world ſap, is a very com- Worldly 
9 ——— ſnares. to ſalvation, i. 50. 


is to flee, from ourſelves, 


ibid. Application to par- 


eſt way to effeQ the re for- 
mation of the world is to 


; — i. 48 to 49. 


the 13 Chriſti- See Reſpeds. 

ans, i. 50. ye of God . Wa 
un of created VOke of the world ex- 
hings the beſt (af tremely heavy with 


againſt, the deceits of the miſeries of all ſorts, i. 44. 
world, i. 51. Encourage- Yoke of Chriſt ſweet and 


by Chriſtians from child- 
hood to youth, from youth 
to manhood, and thence to 
death and oftentimes be- 
dit, i. 161. Deplora- 
— of Chriſtians, in 
trifling away their youth 
with the deſign of giving 
to God the. wither'd reſts 
of their old-age and imbe- 
cility, i. 162, Impious 
rudeneſs of giving-up to 
the world the flower of 
their youth, to put-off God 
with the rotted reſts of de- 
crepacy, i. 164. Shame- 
ful diſſipation among Chri+ 
ſtians in time of youth, i, 
160. Paſſions and affecti- 
ons which are indulged in 
youth are not to be eaſily 
rooted out of the heart in 
old-age, i. 178. Youth 
oftentimes, weakened by 
fickneſs in the ——— of 
their days, in tem pu- 
niſhment of bad or imper- 
fet communions, ii. 28. 
Dangerous and falſe reaſo- 
ning with which young 
men put: off their conyer> 
ſion to God, i, 169. That 
2 women equally 
and dangerous, i. 
ibid. Strange inconſtancy 
in both, i. 183. 


Z. 


ment to.this contempt, i. eaſy of carriage, ii. 89. /F'Eal. of Chriſtians fbr 


thid, Treachery of the See Chrift, World. 
world in adoring it's fol- Youth of this age without 
lowers, only the more ig- common decency, i. 35. 


nominiouſly ta ſtrip them, They ſhould revere 
i; ibid. How we may baffle age, i. 32. The divine Je- 


all its deceits, i, ibid. Ad- ſus applied all his time to 
vantages of tu our the continual improvement 
backs on the world, to 
cling to God, i. 52 to 63. $3 
The World has nothing to 
do, in Chriſtian hearts, i. 
= And there fote ſhould 

; wage ibid: The 
love of God in our hearts 
canngt ſubſiſt together gage their liberty by mar- 
wich #p equa) loys for the riage-ptiyniſes, i. 63 to 
e d. The world 65. The affairs of ſalva- 
is forever betraying. us, i. 


7 K 33 
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ing his diſciples, i. 53. 
Proper refleCtions for youth 
of both ſexes to make be- 


of wiſdom end grace, i. of Malcus, ii. Ap. 45. 
53. 80 muſh we, if we Ziba, agg inſtance of 
will reap the benefit of be- treacheries - and traitors 
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